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DEDICATED 


to the founders and forefathers who firmly established 
the Lutheran Church in beautiful Berks and have left 
to us all a great heritage, AND to the two hundred 
twenty-seven pastors, sons, and seven deaconesses, 
daughters of Berks County congregations, who have 
answered the call of Christ and have gone forth to 
serve in His Name. 


FOREWORD 


Anyone who compiles anything historical must be motivated 
with a desire to leave something worthwhile for posterity. History 
in all its phases has become the great study that it is because some- 
one, sometime, somewhere took enough time to set down in print 
the happenings of the past. 

This desire was in the minds of the final convention of the 
Reading Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania when on 
May 8, 1958, in Calvary Church, Laureldale, action was taken 
authorizing the publication of a Reading Conference history. 

In 1923 the Conference published a history with the late Rev. 
Harvey S. Kidd as editor. This work, entitled “Lutherans in Berks 
County”, is highly commendable and still referred to by those who 
are fortunate enough to possess a copy. 

After 35 years there were many changes and much material 
to be added to the life and history of the Conference. This in itself 
provided sufficient reason to bring the history up to date. 

However, by action of the Ministertum of Pennsylvania, Confer- 
ences, as such, were to be terminated at the close of 1958 in favor 
of smaller districts. Thus, the Reading Conference, as such, ceased 
to exist at the end of 1958 and was replaced by the Reading, West 
Berks and Kutztown districts. 

This condition made it imperative that now or never the history 
of the Conference should be recorded to the end of 1958. 

The committee charged by Conference to publish a book 
approached its task with sincere doubts and fears. Could it be accom- 
plished? Would the pastors cooperate? Could the work be financed? 

Now, more than a year later, and after much work, the publica- 
tion of the book is assured. 

Such a history was largely a matter of compilation, of searching 
old records, of considerable photography to portray the Conference 
and its congregations as they are today. 

Wholehearted credit is given to the members of the committee 
for many meetings and guidance throughout; to Mr. Andrew Purdon 
of Reading, for excellent photography; to Mr. John Phillips of the 
Art Engraving Company, Reading, for full cooperation in making 
the engravings; to Mr. Charles Esser of the Kutztown Publishing 
Company, for providing the impetus in the beginning and unlimited 
counsel and advice from a technical standpoint in bringing the book 
to completion. 

Too much gratitude cannot be expressed to the pastors of the 
Conference for their cooperation in furnishing the histories of their 
congregations along with their own biographies. 


Gratitude is expressed to the Rev. Dr. Claude E. Schick, secre- 
tary of the Ministerium, for data concerning congregations which 
disbanded, or were re-aligned, and data on pastors who were sons 
of Berks congregations; the Rev. Luther F. Schlenker for allow- 
ing the use of an earlier history of the Eastern Berks Pastoral As- 
sociation; to the Rev. Richard C. Wolf for collaboration in the 
articles on the later history of the Berks Pastoral and the Luther 
League; to the Rev. John A. Kaufmann, registrar of the Philadel- 
phia Seminary and the Rev. Reginald W. Dietz, registrar of Gettys- 
burg Seminary, for great help in compiling the section of “Men 
in the Ministry”; to Sister Anna Ebert of the Philadelphia Mother- 
house of Deaconesses and to Sister Anna Melville of the Deaconess 
Motherhouse in Baltimore, Maryland, for aiding in the listing of 
deaconesses from the Berks County area. 

Appreciation is extended to Richard A. Snell for his contribution 
to the history of the Brotherhood, now the ULCM; to Mrs. Clifton 
B. Eschbach for assistance on the article on the Women’s Mission- 
ary Society, now the ULCW; to Mrs. Ralph Benjamin for material 
on the Luther League; to the Rev. W. K. Reinert for liberal aid on 
the story of the Lutheran Home, Topton; to the Rev. Horace S. 
Mann for similar aid on the history of the Inner Mission Society 
and the Hospice; to Miss Bertha A. L. Weber for assistance on the 
account of the Weekday Church School, and to many others. 

Sincere credit and gratitude is given to Mrs. Sydney A. Reber, 
my secretary, without whose labor and patience at every turn, this 
book would not have seen the light of day. 

“Of the making of books there is no end”, but we send this one 
forth in the hope that many will find in it enjoyable reading, nostalgic 
satisfaction, and factual information. 

MARK K. TREXLER. 
Laureldale, Pa. 
Tilves tc 1959 
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The Lutheran Church Prior to the Conference 


It would be entirely beyond the scope of this book to attempt 
to write a history of the Lutheran church in the United States. Rather, 
it is the purpose to tell just enough of the history to trace and definitely 
to establish the Lutheran church in the Reading Conf. as an integral 
part of that history. Berks County, the area of the Reading Conf., 
played a quite prominent role in the earliest history of the church. 

It is generally conceded that a Swedish pastor, the Rev. Reorus 
Torkillus, was the first Lutheran pastor to come to North America. 
He was the first to organize a congregation and serve as pastor for 
any length of time. 

In 1638 two vessels filled with Swedish settlers landed on the 
banks of the Delaware River where Wilmington now stands. They 
built Fort Christiana. In 1639 a second expedition arrived. It was 
with this group that Torkillus came. Services were held in the fort, 
but soon a church was built. 

The Rev. John Campanius joined the colony in 1643 and became 
pastor at Tinicum in Bucks County. 

Other early Swedish pastors included the Rev. Lars Lock, 1647; 
the Rev. Fabritius, 1671, pastor at Tranhook, now Wilmington; the 
Revs. Andrew Rudman, Erick Bjork, and Jonas Auren. 

In May 1698 the cornerstone of the Church of the Holy Trinity 
or Old Swedes Church, Wilmington, was laid. 

There was a continual intertwining of the work of the Lutheran 
pastors of the various nationalities. The Swedish congregations were 
for a time served by a German pastor. The Dutch church in Albany 
was served by a Swedish pastor. A German, Justus Falckner, was 
ordained in Gloria Dei Church, Philadelphia, Nov. 24, 1703. His 
was the first Lutheran ordination in this country. He had prepared 
for the ministry at the University of Halle. He came to America 
upon the completion of his course to become a land agent of William 
Penn and not a minister. He met Pastor Rudman, who was in poor 
health and looking for a pastor for the Dutch church in New York. 
Falckner accepted the call and was ordained. 


Intimate relations were growing between the Swedish Lutheran 
pastors and the Episcopalians. They had pastoral conferences and 
exchanged pulpits. Despite the fact that many pastors had been sent 
from Sweden to care for the spiritual life of their people, the Swedish 
Church did not take root deeply and firmly in this country. There 
was little or no education here at that time, and no means for prepar- 
ing men in this country for the ministry. Pastors who came received 
little support from their members. Members of the congregations 
here relied on Sweden to supply them with pastors and support them. 
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There were also Lutherans who came over in great numbers 
from the Rhenish Palatinate, who were of German origin. For cen- 
turies they had been cruelly treated for their faith. Their country 
was a continual battleground and this, together with the severity of 
their winters, caused annual failure of harvests. Many of the 
Palatinates found their way to England in the hope of obtaining trans- 
portation to America. They were treated graciously and given trans- 
portation to the colonies. Before setting sail for the 21,000 acres of 
land which had been provided for them, they were made English 
subjects. They found their territory north of West Point on the 
Hudson River, and named it Newburg. In one year from 10,000 
to 20,000 Palatinates swarmed into England. Seven hundred were 
brought to America by the Carolina Company and founded New 
Berne, North Carolina. Pastor Kocherthal, who had come with 
the first expedition, returned to England to confer with the queen 
concerning the condition of his people. He brought back with him 
a fleet of vessels carrying 10,000 passengers, of whom 800 died on 
the journey. This group settled 100 miles up the Hudson at the foot 
of the Catskills. The queen had intended them to go to Schoharie 
where they could engage in farming. The governor had sent them 
to this place in the Catskills where he expected them to make tar, 
thus paying back the government for the expense of bringing them 
to America. The people were unsuited to this life and begged the 
governor to allow them to go to Schoharie. Finally they left without 
his consent and were able, with the help of the Indians, to live 
through the hard winter. In 1718 they sent a delegation to England 
to obtain clear title to the land. Among the delegation was John 
Conrad Weiser, father of the man who was later to become Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg’s father-in-law. 


In 1712 the German immigration turned to Pennsylvania be- 
cause they were no longer so well received in New York. IN 1723 
SOME MEMBERS OF THE SCHOHARIE COLONY WERE 
GUIDED BY INDIANS DOWN THE SUSQUEHANNA RIVER 
300 MILES TO TULPEHOCKEN, NOW THE WOMELSDORF- 
STOUCHSBURG AREA IN BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA. 


The people who had come from the Palatinate were either 
Lutheran or Reformed. The princes of the Palatinate had been of 
both faiths. A Lutheran father was succeeded by a Reformed son 
and so on. The people of the country were therefore as much divided. 
So it was that the Lutheran and Reformed confessions came to 
America side by side and account for the many “union churches” 
so familiar in this area. 

All this while, Justus Falckner was laboring as pastor among 
the Lutherans in New York and Albany. When Falckner died, a 
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petition was sent to Amsterdam requesting a pastor. William Chris- 
tian Berkenmeyer, already 39 years of age, came from Hamburg 
to America, May 1725. He was well educated and brought with him 
an extensive library. Besides New York and Albany, Pastor Berken- 
meyer served at least 12 other congregations in New York and 
New Jersey. Berkenmeyer was a good organizer and soon realized the 
necessity of reorganizing his extensive parish. Michael Christian 
Knoll, from London, became pastor of the southern portion of 
Berkenmeyer’s parish in 1732. 

Berkenmeyer was also convinced of the necessity of effecting 
a union of all the Lutheran elements in this country—Swedish, Ger- 
man, Dutch. In 1735 he called a conference of the congregations 
which had existed since the time of Falckner and Kocherthal. This 
meeting was held Aug. 20, 1735, and is regarded as the first Lutheran 
Synod meeting in America. 

Another facet of Lutheran immigration to the United States 
was that of the Saltzburgers to Georgia. They had been persecuted 
by their rulers for their Lutheran faith. Fifty families, including two 
pastors, a total of 91 persons, came to Georgia and, joined by others 
who came later, established the new colony of Ebenezer, Georgia. 


In the summer of 1728 John Casper Stoever, Sr., and John 
Casper Stoever, Jr., came to America. Both were well educated in 
European universities. They came here because of the disturbances 
of the Jesuits who were anxious to restore the Rhineland to the Roman 
Catholic Church. Upon landing in America, they lived for a year 
and a half at Trappe, adjacent to present Collegeville. Stoever, Jr., 
was ordained April 8, 1733, by the Rev. John Christian Schultze 
who was then pastor at Trappe, Falckner’s Swamp and Philadelphia. 
Stoever, Sr., went to Virginia. Stoever, Jr., married a daughter of a 
member of the Trappe congregation, settled near New Holland and 
preached in and around Philadelphia and at New Hanover. In an 
attempt to serve the Lancaster parish he soon came into difficulties 
with the “Cloister or Ephrata Movement” led by Conrad Beissel, as 
pastor. Stoever, Jr., followed Beissel into every community where 
he instituted his sect and brought to the people the pure Lutheran 
doctrine. 

These sects, against which Stoever, Jr., fought so hard, sprang 
from the Pietistic Movement begun in Germany by Philip Jacob 
Spener during a period of spiritual unrest. A band of Pietists came 
to America in 1694 and settled on the banks of the Wissahickon 
in Philadelphia. 

In Tulpehocken, Conrad Weiser became interested in the Dunk- 
ards. Their influence was so great that ten families of the Lutheran 
and Reformed congregations joined the colony at Ephrata. Conrad 
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Weiser, misled fanatic that he was at this time, led a book burning 
expedition, in which Luther’s Catechism, Heidelberg Catechism and 
the Psalter were burned. Weiser became the leader of a Dunkard 
congregation formed at Tulpehocken from persons who left the 
Lutheran and Reformed churches. These Dunkards and Mennonites 
in this area had so grown away from the principles which impelled 
Spener to establish the movement, that the name “pietist’” became 
one of scorn. 

Besides the difficulties with the Sabbatarians (Cloister Move- 
ment), Stoever, Jr., was compelled to struggle with the Moravians 
who attempted to take possession of the Lutheran churches at Tulpe- 
hocken and Philadelphia. The presence of Count Zinzendorf 
(founder of the Moravians, who was first a Lutheran) in this country 
and the confusion he caused, impressed European authorities with 
the urgent necessity to send a Lutheran pastor into Pennsylvania. 

Thus, the first century of the history of the Lutheran church 
in this country from the time of the coming of Torkillus in 1638 
witnessed a really pioneering struggle with life in a virgin country, 
heightened in its later years with difficulties with the Ephrata Cloister 
group, the Dunkards, Mennonites and Moravians. 

The appeal for a Lutheran pastor in the eastern Pennsylvania 
region opened a new day for the Lutheran church. It was answered 
by the coming of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. 

Before 1700, Lutherans within the present limits of Berks 
County attended church services at Falckner’s Swamp in Montgomery 
County. The Swedes began a Lutheran congregation at Molatton 
(Douglassville) in 1701. Meanwhile, several other congregations 
were started in what is now Reading Conference territory. 


Early church buildings in this vicinity were crude and uncom- 
fortable. They were usually small log or stone structures. Tiles or 
shingles covered the roofs. Where there were floors other than the 
bare ground, they were of paved brick. Seats consisted of logs laid 
in rows. There were no stoves. Services were very long. A sermon 
less than two hours in length was considered unsatisfactory. When 
a pastor came from a great distance, generally on foot or horseback, 
he stayed from one to three months. Sometimes pastors were the first 
to cut trails through the pathless wilderness. Minnig’s path was 
named after the pastor who came across the Blue Mountains to 
preach at Strausstown. At least four languages, English, German, 
Swedish and French, were used in Lutheran pulpits in Berks County. 
Swedish and French died out by the middle of the 18th century. 
For more than a century German was almost exclusively used. Efforts 
to introduce English were almost always bitterly opposed. “The 
language question” was the cause of division among some congre- 
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gations. Gradually, the English language gained the ascendency. 

Soon after the 23 families from the Schoharie Valley arrived 
in the Tulpehocken region in 1723, they built Reed’s Church, Stouchs- 
burg, in 1727. From 1730 to 1750 the number of Lutheran congre- 
gations increased so rapidly that it was impossible to find pastors 
for them all. 

To the Rev. John Casper Stoever, Jr., belongs the credit for 
founding several of the oldest churches in the county. Among these 
were Little Tulpehocken, 1729; St. Joseph’s (Hill), 1730; and 
Friedens, Bernville, 1745. He is reported to have founded more con- 
gregations in his 51 years in the ministry than any other pastor who 
came to America. 

In response to the appeal for a pastor in the eastern Pennsyl- 
vania region, after a long wait, came the Rev. Dr. Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg, who was destined to become the outstanding leader of 
the church, founder of a synod, and a potent force in giving our 
church a sure foundation. In Berks County today, the name of 
‘‘Muhlenberg” continues as the name of businesses, streets, parks, 
a township, and in nearby Allentown, a college. 


Muhlenberg was sent to America under direction from the Halle 
Institution in Germany, headed by Dr. Francke. Muhlenberg left 
Halle, Feb. 4, 1742, and went to London. In London he met the 
Rev. Frederick M. Ziegenhagen, D.D., from whom he gained much 
to prepare him for work in America. While in London, Muhlenberg 
received a formal call to the Evangelical Lutheran congregations at 
Philadelphia, New Hanover and New Providence in Pennsylvania. 
Muhlenberg set sail June 13, 1742, and after 102 days of rough 
sailing arrived in Charlestown, South Carolina, Sept. 23, 1742. 
The following week he visited the Lutheran colony in Ebenezer, 
Georgia. 

At first, Muhlenberg planned to make the 900-mile trip to 
Philadelphia by foot through wilderness and across rivers, with win- 
ter approaching. He was dissuaded in this venture and finally took 
passage on a ship which landed him in Philadelphia, Nov. 25, 1742. 
At that time there were 150,000 people in Pennsylvania and three- 
fifths of them were Germans. To Muhlenberg’s dismay, he learned 
quickly that the Philadelphia congregation was split into two 
factions over the Moravian influence. New Hanover and New Provi- 
dence, better known as Swamp and Trappe, presented a great 
physical challenge in getting to them. The journey, by foot or horse- 
back, required the crossing of two creeks, the Skippack and the 
Perkiomen. By now, Muhlenberg realized full well the barriers that 
confronted him, not alone those of travel, but persistent clashes 
with the Moravians and other sects. A weaker man than Muhlenberg 
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would have given in. Among his first moves was the establishment 
of schools in all his parishes. He worked alone with no fellow 
pastors to give him encouragement or consolation. His people were 
poor and he seldom received pay. His help was constantly sought 
by congregations beyond his parish. 

In 1743 Tobias Wagner, a pastor from Wurttemberg, Germany, 
came to Pennsylvania and visited Muhlenberg. Upon the recom- 
mendation of Muhlenberg, Wagner was made pastor of the church 
at Tulpehocken. His pastorate was unfortunate in that he was not 
acceptable to the people because of poor sermonizing. Wagner 
blamed Muhlenberg for his troubles and finally turned against him. 

Immigration was increasing and with it Muhlenberg’s task. 
In one year, 12,000 Germans landed in Philadelphia. To Muhlen- 
berg’s great joy, three pastors arrived in Philadelphia from Halle, 
Jan. 26, 1745. They were the Revs. Peter Brunholtz, John (Johann) 
Nicholas Kurtz, and John (Johann) Helfrich Schaum. 

Conditions at Tulpehocken (Stouchsburg) caused Muhlenberg 
to go there frequently. Because of many visits, he had become well 
acquainted with the people. Among them was Conrad Weiser, well 
known throughout Pennsylvania and other provinces because of 
his friendly relations with and wide knowledge of the Indians. Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg, patriarch of the Lutheran church in America, 
married a Berks County girl, Anna Mary, daughter of Conrad Weiser, 
April 22, 1745. (Weiser Park at Womelsdorf commemorates his life 
and activity in that region). 

Even with the helpers who had come from Germany Muhlen- 
berg’s work did not lessen. Besides caring for his specific parish, 
he was constantly going to the help of scattered congregations who 
were without pastors. 

Confronted with the necessity of ordaining John Nicholas Kurtz 
and the dedication of the newly completed St. Michael’s Church in 
Germantown, Muhlenberg and his fellow pastors decided the time 
was at hand when a synod should be organized bringing together 
congregations and pastors in the whole area. 


Aug. 12, 1748, Muhlenberg with co-workers, Handschuh, Hart- 
wig, Brunholtz, and Kurtz, arrived in Philadelphia. After a rigorous 
examination of Kurtz’s worthiness to be ordained, the dedication of 
St. Michael’s and the ordination of Kurtz were held at the same 
service. Oct. 15, synodical business was considered. Muhlenberg 
was recognized as the presiding officer. Relation of the pastors and 
people, parochial schools and a liturgy were the items of business 
transacted at this first meeting of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. 
Tulpehocken and Nordkill (Stouchsburg and Bernville) were the 
Berks congregations represented at this first meeting of Synod. 
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Second convention was held at Lancaster in June 1749. Third 
convention was held in Providence, June 17, 1750. Records show 
there were five delegates present from Tulpehocken and Heidelberg 
in Berks County. 

At the meeting of the Ministerium in York in 1783, congrega- 
tions were for the first time divided into districts and urged to hold 
special conferences within their districts. Berks congregations in the 
Lancaster district included Tulpehocken, Reading and Moselem. 
Included in the Macungie district were Moselem and Greenwich. 
In this first division there were five districts. 

In 1794 Synod met at Reading for the consecration of Trinity 
Church. Seventeen pastors, eight licensed candidates, one catechist 
and twelve lay delegates attended. 

By the beginning of the 19th century, the organization and 
work of the Ministerium were ever growing and improving, even 
though there were matters of doctrine creeping in which were of 
a questionable nature. 

The 1783 division into districts had not produced any confer- 
ences within districts. It was either forgotten or disregarded for at 
the meeting of Synod in 1801, Synod was divided into seven districts. 
In this division, Moselem was listed in the second district, while 
Reading and Tulpehocken were in the third district. 

For the third time, in 1830, without any reference to the 
previous divisions made in 1783 and 1801, it was decided that Synod 
should be divided into districts for conference. There were six dis- 
tricts divided along county lines. Congregations in Berks and Schuyl- 
kill Counties were now the third district. 

In 1893 a fourth division into eight conferences produced 
strange results. Included in the third conference were congregations 
of “Berks County, east of the Schuylkill River” with no mention of 
those west of the river. Kutztown and Bowers Station were desig- 
nated in the seventh district. 

By the time of Muhlenberg’s arrival in this country, Lutheran 
congregations had been established at Alsace, Schwarzwald, Moselem 
and Allemangel. Credit must be given to other missionaries who 
came from Halle through the influence of Muhlenberg for significant 
service rendered in Berks. J. Nicholas Kurtz, D.D., was pastor of 
Tulpehocken, 1746-1762. His brother, William Kurtz, assisted him 
and later preached at Robeson. Christopher E. Schultze, from 1771 
to 1809, was pastor of Tulpehocken, Rehrersburg, St. Daniel’s, 
Womelsdorf, Bernville, Little Tulpehocken and Schaefferstown. The 
Rev. John H. Schaum, from 1760 to 1778, was pastor of Hill, 
Lobachsville, Moselem, Ontelaunee, Maxatawny and Rockland, 
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where he is buried. The Rev. John Voight was pastor at Hill Church 
from 1765 to 1785. 

With the founding of Trinity, Reading, in 1752, began the 
practice of connecting country congregations with a town church to 
form a parish. In this wise manner, Trinity for fully a century, spon- 
sored St. James, St. John’s, St. Luke’s, St. Mark’s, Hope, Peace, 
all in Reading, and Faith in Mt. Penn. 

Up to 1760 churches in Berks were either Lutheran or Re- 
formed. About that time the “union” church became the habit. During 
the following half century, nearly all edifices erected were made 
“union” as far as property rights and maintenance were concerned. 
The hardships and privations of the French and Indian War made 
this step necessary in many instances. 

Scarcity of pastors often made necessary the exceedingly large 
parishes for which Berks County became noted. These extensive 
parishes frequently overlapped and extended into neighboring coun- 
ties. The Rev. Daniel Shoemaker at one time served 16 congregations 
scattered over three counties. Up to 1900, the Rev. Benjamin D. 
Zweizig served ten congregations. 

All is now changed. With the coming of the automobile, good 
highways and telephone, the tendency has been to divide parishes. 
Such progress has been made that at the close of 1958 comparatively 
few union arrangements exist. 

Reading Conf. congregations have always been an integral 
part of the development of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania. With 
the whole Ministerium, they were part of the General Council and 
in 1918, with the Synod, became a part of the United Lutheran 
Church. 


The Reading Conference 


At the organization meeting of the Min. of Penna. in Philadel- 
phia in 1748, Berks County, as now constituted, was represented by 
two congregations, Christ, Stouchsburg and Friedens, Bernville. Be- 
cause the number of congregations in the Ministerium grew so rapidly, 
it became necessary to divide the territory into conferences. These 
conferences were at first numbered. Berks County congregations with 
those of Schuylkill County formed the Third District Conference. 

In 1893 upon the suggestion of the Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry, pastor 
of Trinity, Reading, the areas were redistricted and named for the 
chief city in the district. Thus, the Reading Conference, contiguous 
with Berks County, came into being. In 1894 there were 28 pastors 
in the Conference. Confirmed members of member churches num- 
bered about 23,000. 

While it has been understood for years that the Reading Confer- 
ence was contiguous with Berks County, it has not always been cor- 
rect. The Millcreek Parish which was for many years in the Reading 
Conf. was geographically in Lebanon County. These three congrega- 
tions (St. Elias, Newmanstown; Millbach; and St. Paul’s, Richland) 
were transferred to the Central Penna. Synod in 1958. Again, St. 
John’s, Mt. Aetna, geographically in Berks County, has been part of 
a parish in Lebanon County for years. Trinity, Bechtelsville, in Berks 
County, is part of a parish of the Norristown Conf. for some years. 

Within the Conference three congregations disbanded through . 
the years—Epler’s, in Oct. 1949; North Heidelberg, Nov. 1955; and 
St. Thomas, Bernville, Feb. 1957. 

The realignment of the Central Penna. Synod and the Minis- 
terlum caused the transfer of five congregations, formerly of the 
Central Penna. Synod into the Reading Conf. of the Ministerium: 
St. Matthew’s, Reading; Christ, Reading; St. Timothy’s, Mohrsville; 
St. Paul’s, Lyon Station; and St. Thomas, Bernville (since dis- 
banded). 

Bethany, Stony Creek Mills, originally a member of the former 
East Penna. Synod of the General Synod became a part of the 
Reading Conf. in 1925. St. Peter’s, 12th and Windsor Sts., Reading, 
another General Synod congregation, disbanded in 1926 and became 
a part of Nativity congregation, 13th & Amity Sts. 

Jerusalem (Red) Church, one mile east of Kempton, is in 
Berks County, but has been part of the New Tripoli Parish of the 
Allentown Conf. for many years. 

Thus, after the changes induced by time, the Reading Conf. at 
the close of its existence at the end of 1958 numbered 92 
congregations. 
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In the division of conferences in 1958, by action of the Min. of 
Penna., St. John’s, Boyertown, always a part of the Reading Conf., 
was transferred to the Schuylkill Valley District. 


In its history from 1894 to 1958, the Reading Conf. held 106 
conventions. Originally, an annual convention, but with a two-day 
session, it was changed in 1905 to a spring and fall convention, but 
still a two-day affair. In 1930 the spring and fall conventions were 
retained, but one-day sessions gradually were introduced until 1940 
when the fall convention was abandoned and a one-day convention 
in the spring of the year became the rule until 1958. 


It was traditional at Conference conventions that the ladies of 
the host congregation served the best of meals. There was also a 
great social value in the commingling of pastors and laymen. 


Strictly sponsored by the Pastoral Assn. of Eastern Berks, but 
Conference-wide in its influence was the celebration of the Quadri- 
centennial of the Protestant Reformation in Kutztown Park, July 8, 
1917. At the afternoon session, the Rev. William H. Kline, Topton, 
read the Lessons. Addresses were given by the Rev. Dr. H. A. Weller, 
pres. of the Min. of Penna. and a German address by the Rev. Dr. 
E. S. Brownmiller of Reading. The benediction was pronounced by 
the Rev. J. O. Schlenker, pres. of the association. Participants at 
the evening session included the Revs. J. W. Bittner, Kutztown; 
William F. Bond, Shamrock; R. B. Lynch, Kutztown, pres. of Con- 
ference; J. O. Schlenker. The address was given by the Rev. I. 
Chantry Hoffman, Philadelphia. In all, more than 5000 persons 
attended. 


Under date of Oct. 1, 1930, Volume I, Number I of the “Berks 
Lutheran” appeared. It was published by the William S. Rhode Co. 
of Kutztown. Its purpose was “to coordinate the congregations and 
agencies and weld Lutheranism in Berks County into one harmonious 
whole.” It was to be issued bimonthly. A second issue was published, 
but after that, no more. 


A major project of the Conference was the payment of the 
Weiser aisle window and the Weiser clerestory window in the Egner- 
Hartzell Chapel at Muhlenberg College, for which Conference pledged 
$2500. The pledge was made in 1930. Payments from congregations 
dragged. It was a matter before Conference at every session until 
in the minutes of the 1940 convention in St. Mark’s, Reading, the 
treas., the Rev. Paul J. Dundore reported, ‘““The Conrad Weiser Me- 
morial Window is paid in full.” Plans were made for a suitable service 
to be held in the college chapel, but they never materialized. 


Annual S. S. conventions and confirmation class rallies have 
been held for many years. 
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The Reading Conf. has been active in the Women’s Auxiliary 
of the Philadelphia Seminary from the beginning which was in 1939. 
Financial secretaries were not appointed until 1946. Mrs. Harry J. 
Kaufmann, of Atonement, Wyomissing, has been the Reading Conf. 
financial secretary since 1946. 

The Seminary auxiliary year runs from May 1 to May 1. The 
record of membership of the Reading Conf. for the past four years is: 


1955-1956 875 members $914 
1956-1957 629 members $664 
1957-1958 849 members $1158 
1958-1959 797 members $868 


A study of the congregations as 1958 came to its close reveals 
that there were 44 congregations which can be classified as strictly 
Lutheran, one-congregation parishes, each served by a pastor. 
They are: 


Advent, West Lawn St. John, Boyertown 

Alsace, Muhlenberg Township St. John, Hamburg 
Atonement, Wyomissing St. John, Kutztown 

Bethany, Stony Creek Mills St. John, Mohnton 

Bethany, West Reading St. John, Reading 

Calvary, Laureldale St. John, Sinking Spring 
Christ, Reading St. Luke, Reading 

Christ, Rockland Township St. Mark, Birdsboro 

Christ, Spangsville St. Mark, Reading 

Epiphany, South Temple St. Matthew, Reading 

Faith, Mt. Penn St. Michael, Tilden Township 
Grace, Reading St. Paul, Fleetwood 

Grace, Shillington St. Paul, Reading 

Grace, Topton Home Schwarzwald, Exeter Township 
Holy Redeemer, Reading Trinity, Gouglersville 

Holy Spirit, Reading Trinity, Kutztown 

Hope, Reading Trinity, Reading 

Nativity, Reading Trinity, Robesonia 
Reformation, Reiffton Trinity, Topton 

St. Daniel, Robesonia Trinity, Wernersville 

St. James, Geigertown Zion (Spies), Alsace Township 
St. James, Reading Zion, Womelsdorf 


As to multiple parishes, there are two four-congregation parishes, 
four three-congregation parishes and eleven two-congregation par- 
ishes. The one four-congregation parish consists of Christ, Little 
Tulpehocken; Friedens, Bernville; Friedens, Shartlesville; St. Paul, 
New Schaefferstown. The second one consists of Friedens, Albany 
Township; New Bethel (Zion), Grimville; New Bethel, Albany 
Township; New Jerusalem (Dunkel’s), Greenwich Township. 


The four three-congregation parishes are: (1) Friedens, Len- 
hartsville; St. Paul (Smoke), Windsor Township; Zion, Perry Town- 
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ship; (2) Friedens, Oley; St. John, Pricetown; St. Paul, Amityville; 
(3) Trinity, Bowers; Huff’s, Hereford Township; New Jerusalem, 
Rockland Township; (4) Trinity, Rehrersburg; Zion, Strausstown; 
Salem, Bethel. 

In the two-congregation grouping are: (1) Allegheny, Alle- 
ghenyville; Christ (Yocum’s), Grill; (2) Altalaha, Rehrersburg; 
Christ, Stouchsburg; (3) Trinity, Leesport; Bern, Bern Township; 
(4) St. Paul, Lobachsville; St. Joseph (Hill), Pike Township; (5) 
Good Shepherd, Tuckerton; Maidencreek, Blandon; (6) St. Luke, 
Shoemakersville; St. John (Gernant’s), Ontelaunee Township; (7) 
St. Paul, Mertztown; St. Paul, Longswamp; (8) Zion, Maxatawny; 
St. Paul, Lyon Station; (9) Zion, Moselem; St. Peter (Becker’s), 
Richmond Township; (10) Salem (Belleman’s), Center Township; 
St. Timothy, Mohrsville; (11) Peace, Reading; Kissinger’s, Spring 
Township. 

St. John, Gibraltar, and Robeson, Plowville, are in the situ- 
ation of having their own pastors, but the congregations are still part 
of a union arrangement. 

Four congregations must be classed as “unattached”. They are 
served by pastors of neighboring parishes. They are: Community, 
Vinemont; Salem (Shalter’s), Alsace Township; Zion (Reed’s), 
Stouchsburg; St. John, Host. 

Despite all the clamor about “solving the union problem”, Read- 
ing Conf. still has 38 congregations that share time for services 
and an edifice with congregations of the Evangelical and Reformed 
faith. They are: 


Allegheny, Alleghenyville St. John, Pricetown 

Bern, Bern Township St. Joseph (Hill), Pike Township 
Christ (Yocum’s), Grill St. Luke, Shoemakersville 

Christ, Little Tulpehocken St. Michael, Tilden Township 
Christ, Stouchsburg St. Paul, Amityville 

Friedens, Albany Township St. Paul, Lobachsville 

Friedens Lenhartsville St. Paul, Longswamp 

Friedens, Oley St. Paul, Mertztown 

Friedens, Shartlesville St. Paul, New Schaefferstown 
Good Shepherd, Tuckerton St. Paul (Smoke), 


Huff's, Hereford Township 
Kissinger’s, Spring Township 


Windsor Township 
St. Peter (Becker’s), 


Maidencreek, Blandon 

New Bethel, Albany Township 

New Bethel (Zion), Grimville 

New Jerusalem (Dunkel’s), 
Greenwich Township 

Robeson, Plowville 

St. John, Gibraltar 

St. John, Host 

St. John (Gernant’s), 
Ontelaunee Township 


Richmond Township 
Salem (Shalter’s), Alsace Township 
Salem (Belleman’s), 
Center Township 
Trinity, Leesport 
Trinity, Rehrersburg 
Zion, Maxatawny 
Zion, Perry Township 
Zion, Strausstown 
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Final Statistics of Reading Conference 


Dye, Sil, We: 

No. of Congregations 92 No. of Mixed Organizations 43 
Pastors on Roll 76 Members 1,305 
Baptized Membership 69,982 No. of Young People’s 
Confirmed Membership 47,742 Organizations 116 
Communing Membership 25,116 Members 1 DISS) 
No. of Sunday Schools 90 Valuation of Church 
Officers and Teachers 1,860 property $11,141,545. 
Pupils Enrolled 24,527 Parsonages 914,976. 
In Home Dept. 1,110 Schools and/or Parish 
On Nursery Roll SCA Houses 2,304,450. 
Catechumens 1,787 Endowment 834,593. 
Theological Students De UciabLOpciLy 585,565. 
In Deaconess Motherhouses 1 Total Valuation Dolio) 
In other Luth. Institutions 44 Indebtedness 1,099,173. 
In non-Luth. Institutions 580 Current Expenses 941,785. 
No. of Vacation Ch. Schools 62 Unusual Expenses 659,205. 
Staff Members 1,208 Total Expenses 1,600,990. 
Pupils 6,932 Paid Unapportioned 
No. of Men’s Organizations 47 Benevolence 126,491. 
Members 1,607 Paid Regular 
No. of Women’s Benevolence 256,369. 

Organizations 153 Paid Total Benevolence 382,860. 
Members 5,592 Total Expenditures 1,983,850. 
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Advent, West Lawn 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Advent, Telford Ave. 
and Noble St., West Lawn, had its inception through a religious can- 
vass made of West Lawn and community by the late Rev. Harry E. 
Herman. The canvass revealed the fact that 113 Lutheran families 
warranted the organizing of a Lutheran church. The first Lutheran 
service was conducted by the late Rev. U. S. G. Bertolet, supt. 
of Home Missions of the Min. of Penna., in the West Lawn School, 
Nov. 23, 1924, with 90 persons present. The congregation was 
organized with 46 charter members on Jan. 11, 1925. On Jan. 
18, 1925, a plot of ground 140 feet by 13712 feet was purchased 
and fully paid for by April 3, 1927. On May 14, 1928, the 
building of the present Sunday School unit was authorized at the 
contract price of $37,807. The dimensions of the building are 
52’ 2” by 60’ 10”. Ground breaking services were conducted 
June 10, 1928; the cornerstone laid Aug. 5, 1928; Service of 
Dedication, Dec. 16, 1928. The Rev. W. O. Laub, Conference pres. 
was guest preacher. Edifice is of Harvard brick with stone trimmings. 

The first church council included: pres., Howard Heckman; 
vice-pres., E. J. Moyer; sec., Edwin Haag; asst. sec., Harry Col- 
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lins; treas., William Fidler; and James Northeimer, Calvin Unger, 
Joseph Gabriel and George Eisenhower. 

The congregation has been served by three pastors: the Revs. 
Harry E. Herman, July 1925-May 1927; Ernest A. Weber, Jan. 
1928-Mar. 1955; Malcolm W. Albright, Nov. 1955 to present. 

A Ladies’ Aid Society was organized Feb. 5, 1925, with 17 
members and now has 65 members. The Men’s Brotherhood was 
organized March 21, 1927, with 25 members and now has 20 mem- 
bers. The Senior Choir was organized Dec. 16, 1928, with 17 mem- 
bers and now has 24 members. A Chapel and Youth Choir were also 
organized with memberships of 12 and 25 respectively. The S.S. was 
organized Dec. 16, 1928, with 290 enrolled. Present enrollment is 
585. The Women’s Missionary Society was organized Nov. 3, 1937, 
and now has a membership of 25. The Luther League was organized 
in 1949 and has a membership of 48. 

Significant anniversaries have been: 30th of First Lutheran 
Service, Nov. 21, 1954, and 30th of Dedication of Church Building, 
Dec. 14, 1958. 

1958 church council consisted of Harvey Dauber, David Field, 
Luther Weyandt, Arthur Sweimler, Clifford Kreisher, E. Jay Plymyer, 
Charles Gring, Carlen Bordner, Arlington Miller, Arlan Moyer, 
Allen Mengel, William Potts, A. Raymond Mercier, William Berst, 
and Marlin Wise. 

Baptized membership is 1437, confirmed 1011, communing 
828, S. S. enrollment 615. Valuation of property is $185,000. There 
is no indebtedness. Total current and benevolence budget for 1958 
was $24,696.40. 


Allegheny, Alleghenyville 


The Allegheny Church at Alleghenyville, in Brecknock Town- 
ship, three miles east of Mohnton, seven miles south of Reading and 
one-half mile east of Knauers crossroad, was founded in 1767. It is 
still a union church of Lutheran and Reformed congregations, but 
having a Union S.S. and a Union Ladies’ Aid. Originally it was 
organized as a union church of Lutheran, Reformed, and Mennonites. 
The Mennonites withdrew prior to 1800. Before this union church 
was organized, meetings for worship and instruction were held in 
private homes and in the schoolhouse. Generally, instruction and 
leadership were by the community’s school teacher. Then, only occa- 
sionally, had regularly ordained ministers preached or administered 
the sacraments. 

The union church was incorporated and chartered by the 
Berks County courts in 1845 under the name “The Independent 
German Associate Reformed and German Lutheran Allegheny 
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Church of Brecknock Township”. The names of the joint council 
to whom the charter was granted are: elders, John Gebhart, John 
Gougher, William Schweitzer, Absalom Eshelman, John Zerbe; dea- 
cons, Jacob Fritz, Peter Hertz, Levi Rathman, Daniel Hertz and 
Henry Kachel. 

The present building, which is the third, was erected in 1878, 
with cornerstone laying May 23 and dedication Nov. 15 of that 
same year. It is of brownish-red local sandstone, measures 50 by 75 


ALLEGHENY, ALLEGHENYVILLE 


feet and has three balconies. It seats more than 500 persons. On the 
building committee were: Henry Wagner, Aaron Kohl, Samuel Zieg- 
ler, Samuel Good and Jacob Zerbe. The pipe organ occupying the 
rear balcony for many years was recently replaced by a modern 
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electric organ and placed in the chancel. In its 80 year age the 
building has undergone renovations and improvements, but together 
with its windows and furnishings is of beautiful Colonial style. Gen- 
erous donations of labor, hauling and timber kept its cost at about 
$10,000. 

The first building was a log structure 30 by 40 feet without floor 
or heating device, and had only a few windows. The few seats were 
of rough chestnut boards. It stood about one-half block south of the 
present one on land obtained from Christian Bowman, a Mennonite, 
who had owned almost all of Allegheny Valley. The plot with its 
adjoining cemetery was secured for a nominal price. 


The second building erected in 1800 replaced the first small 
log structure, necessitated by a rapidly increasing number of Luth- 
eran and Reformed members. It was of red sandstone, having more 
seating capacity, and of more modern architecture, and was located 
where the third or present building stands. John and Henry Ziemer 
were two men of the building committee. 


The charitable John Christian Ludwig Schaeffer in 1809 willed 
to the union congregations on 82 acre farm, two miles southeast of 
the church and a sum of money. The will directed that the farm’s 
income and the interest of the money should be used to maintain a 
school for the free education of the community’s young people. The 
school prospered for some time, but was later abandoned for lack of 
patronage. Thereupon the money was used for improvement of the 
church, as is also presently done with the farm’s income, proper 
permission having been granted by a court decree. 


Since 1900 various improvements were made with appropriate 
rededicatory services. Painting, frescoeing and other improvements 
were dedicated in 1900. Ministers officiating were: Dr. Henry 
Mosser, the Rev. David K. Humbert and the pastors Z. H. Gable and 
J. V. George. On Sept. 9, 1917, large congregations at three services 
observed the 150th anniversary. Participating ministers were: the 
Rev. R. B. Lynch, pres. of the Reading Conf.; the Rev. Edwin H. 
Romig, the Rev. J. V. George and the Rev. Charles G. Heffner. 
After excavating the basement and equipping it for educational 
facilities at a cost of $7200, Rededication Services were held Nov. 
26, 1939. The Rev. M. L. Wuchter, pres. of the Reading Conf., Pro- 
fessor Theodore F. Herman, pres. of Lancaster F. & M. Seminary, 
the Rev. Charles G. Heffner and the Rev. W. Ronald Yocom lead 
the services. Alteration of the chancel according to ecclesiastical ap- 
pointments, with new pulpit, lectern, altar, dossal, choir lofts, com- 
munion rail and carpet were dedicated Nov. 6, 1949, by pastors 
Hoffman and Yocom. The cost was $5800. The remainder of the 
nave was painted and renovated, and with its first three memorial 
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windows was dedicated Feb. 15, 1953, by the Rev. Paul Dundore, 
pres. of the Reading Conf. and the Rev. Yocom. Renovation cost was 
$7000. These first three windows were bequeathed by Wayne and 
Jane Griffith. Other window dedications were Dec. 24, 1954, the 
fourth window presented by the Ladies’ Aid and the fifth by the 
Union S.S.; April 8, 1955, the sixth window presented by the families 
of Harvey Redcay and Webster Lorah; Dec. 25, 1955, the seventh 
window presented by Maurice A. Hoshauer, the eighth by Mrs. Alice 
Messner, the ninth by the Union S.S. in honor of the Revs. Hoffman 
and Treichel and the tenth by the Ladies’ Aid in honor of the Rev. 
Yocom. In 1956 the Union S.S. and the Ladies’ Aid bought for the 
church the stone schoolhouse across the road for $1100. 

Lutheran pastors who have served are: the Revs. Harpel; 
Thomas Iaeger, Reuben Wagner 1767-1860; B. D. Zweizig 1860- 
1867; D. K. Humbert 1867-1872; Z. H. Gable (supply) 1873-1909; 
supplies 1909-1910; Charles G. Heffner 1910-1947; L. H. Wilson 
1948-1949; A. F. Hoffman 1949-1952; Edward Treichel 1952-1953; 
Irwin E. Heckman 1956 to present. 

This congregation was aligned in various parishes. During the 
pastorate of the Rev. Heffner it was a part of the Allegheny-Gouglers- 
ville-Mohnton Parish; after the death of the Rev. Heffner, Mohnton 
withdrew and called its own pastor, leaving Allegheny-Gouglersville 
as a parish, which parish then built a new parsonage in Gouglersville. 
Upon the resignation of the Rev. Treichel, Gouglersville withdrew 
and called its own pastor. Thereupon, the Allegheny-Grill Parish 
was formed and called its present pastor, the Rev. Heckman. In 
June 1956 the Allegheny Lutheran Church bought the Horning resi- 
dence one-half mile south of the church for $13,000. 

Persons of over 25 years loyal service are: teachers, Mrs. Elsie 
Kring and Mrs. Catherine Schlouch; choir members, Alvin Kring, 
Norman Kring, Charles Matz and Samuel Schlouch, Sr. 

There are two choirs under the direction of the organist, Mrs. 
Nancy Slichter. There is an active union Ladies’ Aid and a lately 
organized Young People’s Class and a S.S. orchestra directed by 
Samuel Schlouch, Jr. 

A son in the ministry is the Rev. Isaac Howard Kern, ordained 
1908. 

Present councilmen are: Earl Hassler, Jr., John Kring, Alvin 
Schlouch, Paul I. Moore, John Tobias, David Singerling, Harold 
Kring, Leonard Hoffert and Samuel Schlouch, Sr. The financial sec. 
is Elwood Lorah. Lutheran S.S. Supt. is John Kring. 

Baptized membership is 692, confirmed 439, communing 336, 
S.S. enrollment 300, property valuation $60,217, indebtedness $700, 
current expenses $11,349, benevolence $1677. 
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Alsace, Muhlenberg Township 


Although the cornerstone of the present building bears the date 
of 1740 it is supposed by many that Alsace was organized as early 
as 1732 by the exiled Alsatian Protestants who settled this area 
about that time. From a prefatory note in “Rupp’s 30,000 Immi- 
grants” it is evident that services were held in a log structure erected 
about 1737. It was a union Lutheran and Reformed Church and 
services were conducted in the German and French languages. A 
scarcity of regular pastors, tramp preachers of varying abilities, as 
well as the general hardships of those early American days could 
not daunt the faith of those pioneers! It must have been a happy 
moment, when, soon after his arrival in America, Muhlenberg visited 
the congregation! The Rev. Tobias Wagner and the Rev. John N. 
Kurtz were sent here by him as supplies. His reports to Halle include 
the name of Alsace! 

In 1753 Alsace united with Schwarzwald and Trinity, Reading, 
in electing the Very Reverend Master Henry Borchard Gabriel 
Wordman to the pastorate. The names of Adam Reiffle, John 
Haberaker, Theodore Baum, John Spengler and Henry Hahn appear 
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on the call. The Baum and Spengler families claim to have donated 
the land on which both churches now stand. 

The Rev. Daniel Schumacher who at the time served Jerusalem 
in Albany Township, and congregations in Allentown and Easton, 
became the pastor of Alsace in 1754. He preached here during the 
French and Indian War. That this district was spared the depreda- 
tions committed by the Indians in many parts of Berks County is 
attributed to the fact that it was then considered a French settlement. 

The plot to the south of the church was the beginning of the 
present cemetery. Sandstone markers at the graves of John Theodore 
Baum who died 1762 and John Fischer who died in 1763 are still 
legible. 

About 1752 the original log structure was replaced by a stone 
edifice. It was during this trying period that the Reformed people 
withdrew and Alsace remained distinctly Lutheran for nearly half 
a century . 

Alsace was a part of the Trinity Parish from 1752 to 1850 and, 
with Trinity, shared some of the best educated and most prominent 
pastors in the early history of the Lutheran Church in America. 
Among these were the Rev. John C. Hartwig, founder of the First 
Lutheran Theological School in the United States; the Rev. Bernhard 
Hausihl; the Rev. F. A. Muhlenberg, who later became the first 
speaker of the national House of Representatives; the Rev. Drs. Jacob 
Miller and H. A. Muhlenberg, both of whom were president of the 
Min. of Penna. The latter was a member of Congress, declined a seat 
in President Van Buren’s cabinet, and in 1838 became United States 
Minister to Austria. 


Under the Rev. Charles F. Wildbahn, whose pastorate ended 
in 1796 the third Alsace Church was built. Early in 1850 this build- 
ing which was “‘too small and frequently overcrowded” was replaced 
by a romanesque brick structure, then considered one of the finest 
buildings in the county. The cornerstone was laid May 9, 1850. 
Among other articles deposited therein was a statement that, ““Noth- 
ing but German preaching, and none but German Lutheran and 
Reformed preachers, be allowed. Any pastor who is no longer satis- 
factory can be dismissed. This regulation applies also to the organist 
and schoolteacher.” The Lutheran signers were George Spengler, 
Daniel Spengler, Jacob Heckman, George Fisher, Henry Spengler, 
and Daniel Hahn, again indicating family names of that time. The 
following advertisement appearing in the Reading Adler a few days 
before dedication seems interesting: “The newly built Alsace Lu- 
theran and Reformed Union Church, will by the grace of God, be 
consecrated, on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 19 and 20, 1850. Divine 
services will begin at 2 o’clock, Saturday afternoon, in the church 


36 


situated in Alsace Township (Muhlenberg, since 1851), Berks 
County. Selling of intoxicants is strictly forbidden.” The officiating 
pastors were the Rev. A. T. Geissenhainer, Lutheran and the Rev. 
William Pauli, Reformed. At this time Alsace ceased to be a part of 
Trinity Parish. 

The Rev. R. S. Wagner was pastor from 1851 to 1857. His 
first class was also the first Lutheran class confirmed at Alsace in 
nearly a century, former classes having to go to Trinity for confir- 
mation. 

From 1865 to 1873, Jacob Wicklein, whose ordination Dr. C. W. 
Schaeffer, president of the Synod, questioned, was the pastor. Trying 
experiences of this period induced both congregations to apply for 
a charter that allowed Lutherans only to vote for Lutheran pastors 
and Reformeds only to vote for Reformed pastors. 


In 1873 Alsace and St. Luke’s, Reading, formed a parish with 
the Rev. F. K. Huntzinger pastor. In 1897 Alsace resolved to become 
a separate parish and with the calling of the Rev. Charles E. Kistler, 
June 6, 1898, entered upon its greatest phase of development. In 
the face of decided opposition and with the Rev. Kistler assuming 
the initiative, a complete and peaceable dissolution of the union 
organization was effected. Because the old building was in disrepair 
and because of the city of Reading developing this area, it was 
decided at a joint meeting of the councils to build twin granite 
churches. Ground was broken for the Lutheran edifice on Good 
Friday, Mar. 27, 1907, and the cornerstone laid July 21, 1907. 
Perhaps no two other churches are so nearly alike in size and plan 
as well as building materials, hence the common reference to them 
as “The Twin Churches”’. 


During the 40 year pastorate of the Rev. Kistler which ended 
with his resignation Sept. 3, 1939, a great period of growth and 
development was experienced. Jan. 7, 1940, the Rev. George Kohler 
was called and served until Oct. 4, 1942. The Rev. Lester E. Fetter 
assumed the pastorate Feb. 1, 1943, and has served to date, making 
his pastorate the second longest in the history of Alsace. 


Population shifts and wider vision and program have changed 
the complexion of Alsace from that of rural to that of “one of the 
congregations of Reading”, and as figures show, one of the largest 
of the Conference. With the establishment of mission churches in- 
cluding Nativity, Peace, Calvary and Epiphany on the territory 
once served by Alsace, such congregations warranted by the develop- 
ment of the area, Alsace saw some of her leaders taking their rightful 
places in the newer congregations. With additional shifting of popu- 
lation centers and the change of family names Alsace has seen 
great changes in the last quarter century. A persistent ministry and 
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a full program have brought Alsace through all these changes to its 
present and highest period of development in its history. 


Alsace was one of the first congregations of the Conference to 
realize the need and value of full time workers. In 1932 the first 
parish worker, Miss Sara Bieber, was employed. From Oct. 1935 
to April 1936 the Rev. Charles H. Ruloff served as assistant to the 
pastor. Sept. 1, 1936, Miss Bertha A. L. Weber of Wilkes-Barre 
was called as parish worker and has served to date. Not only the 
local congregation and Conference, but the church-at-large have 
benefited from her leadership in the field of parish work. Miss 
Weber served several terms as pres. of the Parish Workers Con- 
ference of the Min. of Penna., Central Penna. Synod and Maryland 
Synod, three 3-year terms on the Board of Christian Education of 
the Min. of Penna., has led workshops for the Board of Parish 
Education of the ULCA, has written several courses for Vacation 
Bible Schools and camps as well as contributing many articles to 
church magazines. She received the Medallion for her outstanding 
work with Campfire Girls. Since 1952 part-time secretaries have 
been employed, Miss Patricia Shoff, Miss Carolyn Schlottman and 
Miss Bonnie Schloder having served in this capacity. 

The Sunday School began as a union school, June 2, 1872, 
under the leadership of W.A.H. Pershing, books being borrowed 
from the Muhlenberg Township School Board. It received feeble 
support and was reorganized July 14, 1872, D. S. Kline being 
elected superintendent. This school came to an end on the third 
Sunday of Dec. 1872. Serious objections against the meeting of the 
S. S. in church caused it to be abandoned for about five years. From 
1877 to 1889 there was a S. S. conducted by members of Alsace 
in the Hyde Park School. In 1889 it was brought back to the church 
where it remained. The present superintendent is William F. Lein- 
inger. Other superintendents were D. D. Becker, Elmer S. Man- 
willer and Clarence E. Stoudt. 


The S. S. has many teachers and officers of long records, 
extending to as long as half a century. The most interesting of these 
is Mrs. Irwin E. Himmelreich who, with the exception of one Sunday 
in 1904, has had perfect attendance, i.e., being in the building every 
Sunday from 1902 to the present—as well as having taught a class 
continuously all that time. 

In the field of music and choir work the name of Mrs. Raymond 
W. Lease stands paramount in length of service—May 1907 to 
May 1953. Music levels were raised, large and well known choirs 
were developed, the junior and chapel choirs being organized under 
her leadership. From Nov. 1953 to Sept. 1955 Miss Jean Gehris 
served in this capacity. Since Nov. 1955, Richard I. Miller, a 
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member and former dean of the American Guild of Organists has 
served as organist and choir director, giving further direction and 
leadership to bring Alsace music to recognized standards. 

Alsace has always felt her responsibility to the church-at-large. 
In practically all instances quotas over the past many years have 
been met and overpaid, many members have served on committees 
and boards of the church, sent delegates to conventions, etc; Walter 
A. Schlegel, having served as delegate to the ULC Convention, 
Toronto, 1954. Two sons have entered the ministry, the Rev. Jan 
C. Walker, who is presently serving as chaplain with the Air Force 
and the Rev. Robert H. Rothermel, pastor of the Mahanoy City 
Parish. Two other full-time workers, Patricia R. Shoff, parish worker 
and Carolyn Schlottman, church secretary received training at the 
Baltimore Motherhouse and are serving the church. 

Anniversaries have been observed routinely, but the 200th 
anniversary of the building of the log church, held in 1940, was 
outstanding. A replica of the original log church was constructed 
on an area between the two churches, complete with fireplace and 
log benches. A pageant was given and thousands attended. 

Although the present building was constructed in 1907 con- 
stant repairs, renovations and additions have kept it up to date 
and efficient. The largest and most recent of such was that of con- 
verting the Akron-style S.S. into a modern three-floor school. Office, 
choir and music rooms, youth room and other facilities were com- 
pleted in 1955. In the past ten years more than $150,000 has been 
spent on capital improvements. The first and present parsonage was 
the largest single gift to Alsace, it being willed to the church by the 
widow of Albert H. Schuck in 1945. 

Organizations include Luther League, ULCW, Brotherhood, 
Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls. The oldest continuous organization 
is the Mite Society organized in 1902. Quilting every Wednesday is 
the interest of this group. 

The Stewardship Sector project was conducted in 1958. 

Baptized membership is 2994, confirmed 1725, communing 
1206, S. S. enrollment 652, valuation of property $580,000. Total 
current and benevolence budget for 1958 was $63,000. 


Altalaha, Rehrersburg 


The history of Altalaha Lutheran Church officially begins in 
the year 1757. However, there is evidence that the Rev. J. Casper 
Stoever served a congregation here even as early as 1746. In his 
private records Pastor Stoever notes 41 marriages and 106 baptisms 
between 1746 and 1757. These ministerial acts he indicates were 
performed at “Atolohoe”’. 
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This unusual name, “Atolohoe”, was given to the region com- 
prised in the tract of land surveyed for Richard Penn on the north- 
east branch of the “Swahataweo” Creek (The present day Swatara 
Creek). More specifically it pertains particularly to the Lutheran 
congregation established in that region prior to 1757. As far as it 
can be determined “Atolohoe” was an Indian term meaning “toward 
the gap” (Swatara gap). A corruption of this term resulted in the 
name as we know it today, “Altalaha’’. 


ALTALAHA, REHRERSBURG 


At first the congregation is believed to have worshipped in 
private homes or some other convenient place. A temporary church 
building was erected in 1757 on a four acre tract procured from one 
John Wolfhart. In 1765 a permanent two-story church building was 
constructed. It was made of hand-hewn logs and stood approximately 
100 feet west of the present building. This church was used for 43 
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years. In that same year two and one-half additional acres were 
deeded to the trustees, Christian Moyer, Ulrich Fisher and Thomas 
Kurr for the erection of a school. 

In 1795 a parochial school was built. It was a two-story building 
also of logs. It was used until 1882 when a new school large enough 
to accommodate four grades was built. 

In 1808 the present church, built of brick, was erected and 
the log edifice was razed. The following comprised the building com- 
mittee: Daniel Hoffman, Thomas Kurr, Jacob Artz, John Emerick, 
Gottfried Riehl, Martin Walborn, and Henry Walborn. The chief 
mason was George Walsberger and John Weber, the head carpenter. 
In order to keep construction costs at a minimum various members 
pledged to work for a specified number of days. Others promised 
to provide teams and wagons to haul the necessary stones and 
material. 

Altalaha Church came close to becoming a union congregation 
in 1808. In that year the Reformeds were granted official permission 
to hold public services, with their pastor preaching and conducting 
baptismal and communion services. However, at no time were these 
services to interfere with the Lutheran church program. The 
Reformeds were granted a voice in the management of the church 
and its business affairs and permission to bury their dead on the 
Lutheran cemetery. There is no record indicating whether or not 
the Reformed body ever made use of these privileges. 


A steeple was added to the church in 1849. In 1882 it was 
necessary to replace the original steeple with a second one. A bell 
was installed in the new steeple. The church was enlarged and 
remodeled in 1886 at a cost of $8000. Rededication services for the 
church basement were held on Oct. 31, 1886, and for the church 
nave May 14, 1887. 


Sometime during the spring of 1918 lightning struck the steeple 
during a thunderstorm. In the fire which resulted, the steeple was 
completely destroyed. The church bell was cracked by the heat and 
had to be recast. 

In 1924, the duplex envelope system was adopted. A few years 
later, in 1930, church council acted to revise and translate the 
church constitution from German to English. The steeple was again 
struck by lightning in the spring of 1933 with considerable damage 
resulting. 

In 1946 the Stouchsburg Parish, of which Altalaha Church is 
a part, was split into two separate parishes. The Millcreek Parish 
consisting of the congregations at Richland, Millbach and New- 
manstown withdrew. Altalaha and Christ Church, Stouchsburg, re- 
mained as the Stouchsburg Parish. Church council acted in the 
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summer of 1947 to adopt a new program whereby church services 
would be held every week instead of every two weeks. 

The first phase of a general church improvement program was 
initiated when in 1948 a new oil heating system was installed. The 
second phase of the program was the complete redecorating of the 
church nave and narthex in 1954. This latter project cost $10,000. 

In 1949 steps were taken to departmentalize the Church School. 
In 1956 a new two year program of catechetical instruction was 
adopted by council. The congregation participated in the Lutheran 
Evangelism Mission of the Reading Conf., Jan. 27-31, 1957, with 
rich and rewarding results. 

On June 23, 1957, the congregation observed its 200th anni- 
versary by holding three services during the day. Guest pastors de- 
livered the anniversary messages, including the special greetings of 
Dr. Charles M. Cooper, pres. of the Min. of Penna. 

Recently the congregation has participated in the Stewardship 
Sector Project with stimulating results. 

The congregation has given two sons to the ministry. They are: 
Pastors John J. Kline and Solomon B. Stupp, both deceased. 

Pastors who have served the congregation are: the Revs. John 
Nicholas Kurtz 1757-1770; Christopher Emanuel Schultze 1770- 
1809; Daniel Ulrich 1811-1851; Lewis G. Eggers 1852-1867; 
Franklin P. Mayser 1868-1873; Achilles Johnson Long 1874-1908; 
William S. Dry 1909-1921; David F. Longacre 1927-192 
Richard Acker 1927-1929; Karl S. Henry 1930-1941; Luther N. 
Schaeffer 1941-1946; Martin L. Rothenberger 1947-1954; John O. 
Ballantine 1954-1956; George C. Myers, Jr. 1956 to present. 

Present organizations are: Luther League, organized 1955 with 
a membership at present of 8; pres., Dolores Schrack; ULCW, organ- 
ized 1958, membership 22, pres., Mrs. Daniel Harnish; Church 
School organized prior to 1870, present enrollment 110, Curtis K. 
Heberling, supt. 

Church organist is Curtis C. Troutman. 

1959 church council included: Curtis K. Heberling, H. Theo- 
dore Manbeck, Wilmer Billman, Ronald Bashore, Daniel J. Harnish, 
Franklin M. Billman, Sr., Gerald K. Heberling, Frank Dieffenbach, 
John Richard, John O. Spaid, Willard Berger, Wayne Dieffenbach, 
fin. sec. 

At present Altalaha Church has a baptized membership of 339, 
confirmed 256, and communing 211. Total valuation of property 
is $137,000. The church is debt free. Church budget for 1958 was 
current $9568 and benevolence $2057. 
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Atonement, Wyomissing 


The initiative for organizing a Lutheran Church in the growing 
suburb of Wyomissing came from the Reading Conf. May 1908 when 
the Mission Committee was directed to acquire a suitable lot in 
Wyomissing. 

Edward S. Wertz of Wyomissing offered a lot 80 x 150 feet 
near the Borough Hall for $1000 of which the Conference paid $550 
and the congregation the balance. 

In July and Aug. of 1909 A. P. Body made a canvass of Wyo- 
missing. In Sept. services were held at the home of Henry M. Stetler 
in charge of the pres. of the Reading Conf., the Rev. F. K. Bernd. 
The S. S. was organized with 22 members during the same month. 

Feb. 7, 1910, a charter was granted to The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of the Atonement signed by the following: Henry 
M. Stetler, Jacob Rodruan, John F. McNabb, Amos R. Kurtz, 
Henry A. Stetler, H. Franklin Brossman, Melchior Zwicky, Clarence 
H. Dittes, H. S. Miller, Jesse L. Stetler, Max Reimer, E. Y. Johnson, 
John A. Watson, Harvey P. Kline, August W. Rodruan, Martin 
Luther, Max Rosacker, Lydia Rodruan, Ella R. Henry, Mary E. 
Stetler, Anna E. Kurtz, L. R. Henry, Alberta L. Henry, Mrs. Joseph 
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Ohlinger, Mrs. Herbert Christman, Mrs. John Reigner, Mrs. Charles 
Dittes, Mrs. H. F. Brossman. 

The first church council included: Max Reimer, H. M. Stetler, 
H. F. Brossman, Clarence Dittes, John McNabb, Amos Kurtz, 
Herbert Roeder, Henry A. Stetler and Max Rosacker. 

Atonement was included in a parish with Blandon served 
by the Rev. William K. Fisher 1910-1913. Services were held in 
Borough Hall during this period. A two year vacancy followed and 
the congregation almost disbanded. The congregation was reor- 
ganized Aug. 1916 with 19 members. June 1, 1918, the Rev. John 
L. Deaton assumed the pastorate. 

Eight lots adjoining the original lot with 240 feet frontage on 
Wyomissing Blvd. were purchased. June 12, 1921, the cornerstone 
was laid for the new church. Alternate services were held at Bausman 
Church, but this became impossible, and a tent was erected on a 
vacant lot on Belmont Ave. and called “The Tabernacle of the 
Wilderness” which the congregation used for four months. 

May 7, 1922, the new church was dedicated. The building is 
Gothic architecture of foxcroft stone, trimmed with special cast 
stone. It was built and furnished at a cost of $75,000. 

Pastor Deaton resigned Dec. 31, 1923, and the Rev. M. LeRoy 
Wuchter became pastor Aug. 15, 1924, moving into the newly 
purchased parsonage at 1304 Delaware Ave. which cost $8500. 

In 1926 the Moller Company installed a 28 stop two-manual 
organ at a cost of $6500. 

In Nov. 1929, the congregation raised $5000 to be paid to the 
Board of American Missions, which then discharged its mortgage 
on the church property. 

The 25th anniversary of the dedication of the church and a 
mortgage burning were held May 11, 1947. 

Pastor Wuchter had a long and fruitful ministry with the con- 
gregation celebrating the 25th anniversary of his ordination June 
23, 1946; 22 of these years were spent at Atonement. He was taken 
suddenly by death on his way home from a church supper Feb. 26, 
1949, and buried in Lebanon. 

The Rev. Walter T. Hempel, supt. of the Lutheran Inner 
Mission Society of Reading and Berks County assumed the pastorate 
Oct. 1, 1949, and served until Feb. 1, 1954. 

In 1951 a new parsonage was purchased at 65 Wyomissing 
Blvd. April 20, 1952, cornerstone for the new parish building 
was laid. It was dedicated Mar. 15, 1953, the Rev. Dr. Emil E. 
Fischer, pres. of the Min. was the speaker. 

May 1, 1954, the Rev. Wilson E. Touhsaent began his pastorate 
and serves to the present. 

In Dec. 1954, two morning services were introduced to accom- 
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modate the growing congregation. A Luther League was organ- 
ized that year. Also during that year the Women’s Missionary and 
Aid Society voted to disband in order to form “The Women of 
Atonement”, which was organized as a unified plan with ten circles 
meeting monthly in the homes of members. Atonement was the first 
church in the Reading Conf. to initiate this plan recommended by 
the United Lutheran Church Women of the ULCA. 

A Vacation Church School was held during the month of June 
1955 and became a regular part of the church’s program of Christian 
education. 

Harry Hangen served as organist and choir director for 26 
years succeeded by Norman Hiester. Mrs. Grace Weaver Starr 
became organist and choir director Nov. 1955 succeeding Mrs. 
Amelia Wenrich Funk. Under her leadership, Senior, Youth, Junior 
Girls, Junior Boys and Cherub choirs were developed. 

Mrs. Harry R. Kuser, Jr., was employed as secretary in 1954 
and Miss Nancy Henderson became the first parish worker in Aug. 
1956. 

In 1956 the church council was authorized to proceed with a 
development program to cost $250,000 and the S. S. area in the 
basement under the church was remodeled in line with this program. 
A campaign for funds was launched at this time under the direction 
of Staudt Associates of Reading. Oct. 7, 1956, pledges of $212,000 
were dedicated. 

The redecorated and expanded church and enlarged S. S. and 
offices were dedicated Dec. 15, 1957, with the Rev. Dr. Charles 
M. Cooper, pres. of the Min. of Penna. as the preacher. At the 
community service the same afternoon the Rev. Dr. Richard C. 
Klick, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Allentown, was the preacher. 
Jan. 12, 1958, a renewed and enlarged three-manual Moller organ 
was dedicated with Emerson Harding as guest organist. 

Miss Anna Reinsel became parish worker in June 1958. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Rev. Charles A. Mathias, 1927; 
the Rev. Philip C. Miller, 1942; the Rev. Orval C. Hartman, 1945; 
the Rev. John A. Kaufmann, 1944; the Rev. C. Wilfred Steffy, 
1945; the Rev. Robert Z. Wuchter, 1945; the Rev. Helmut H. 
Kaffine, 1956. Wilma Loehrig became a deaconess in 1929. 

1958 councilmen were: Max Krug, Herbert H. Schmidt, Jr., 
Allyn C. Taylor, Jesse M. Townsley, Sr., Dr. George R. Matthews, 
P. Herbert Reigner, Eugene H. Sowers, Joseph H. Vozella, Thomas 
P. Handwerk, W. Raymond McGonigle, Harry Oxenreider, Richard 
M. Palmer, Noah H. Cockley, Jacob L. Hain. 

Baptized membership is 1506, confirmed 1065, communing 
840, S. S. enrollment 758, valuation of property $627,000, indebted- 
ness $102,000. 1958 current and benevolence budget was $53,389. 
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Bern, Bern ‘Township 


Bern Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bern Township, is located 
seven miles northwest of Reading on Route 83 (Leesport, R. D. 1). 

In the winter of 1836, Lutherans of Bern and Penn Townships 
organized a congregation. The Lutherans and the already established 
Bern Reformed congregation jointly adopted a union constitution. 
The first two church buildings at the present location were exclu- 
sively Reformed. The first Reformed baptism dates from 1739. 
The second church building of stone construction lasted until 1837. 

In 1837 the Lutherans assisted in the erection of the third 
church and a signed agreement gave the Lutherans an equal share. 
The cornerstone was laid July 30, 1837, and the building com- 
pleted the same year was of brick, pulpit centered and balcony on 
three sides. This building was used until July 9, 1917. 

The fourth and present structure was dedicated June 29, 1919, 
and cost $40,000 of which all but $9000 was paid by dedication. 
The pastors were Jacob W. Bittner (Lutheran) and M. L. Herbein 
(Reformed). Building Committee consisted of: Lutheran, Harry 
S. Baer, Henry S. Field, Harry S. Kershner; Reformed, H. K. Heister, 
W. K. Heister, John A. Leib, Cyrus Ruth, In 1920 a new union 
constitution was adopted. 
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In 1942 the congregation became incorporated and adopted the 
constitution recommended by the Synod. Since that time, each con- 
gregation has maintained its own treasury. 

In 1948 the basement was renovated and a new heating system 
was installed at a cost of $38,000. An auditorium with a stage, three 
classrooms, and kitchen were provided in the basement. The build- 
ing committee was Charles Balthaser, George Gilbert, John Kirkhoff, 
and Harvey Stoudt from the Lutherans and Irvin Dickenson, LeRoy 
Himmelberger, Milton Kreider and Ralph Leinbach from _ the 
Reformed. 

In 1954 the interior of the church was redecorated including 
repainting, new lighting and carpeting. 

S.S. attendance doubled following the basement renovations. 
Construction on an educational annex was begun in 1958. Planning 
Committee consisted of: Lutheran, Donald E. Bond, Mrs. D. John 
Bair, Raymond Davis, Catherine Egan, Robert Egan and Lewis J. 
Kirkhoff; Reformed, Mrs. Mildred Beidler, Ralph Leinbach, Charles 
Bender, Earl Reeser, Mrs. Anna Strause, Paul Wolfe. The audi- 
torium, three classrooms, a large nursery and a choir room in fire- 
resistant construction will provide space for a fully departmentalized 
S. S. at a cost of $85,000 shared equally by the two congregations 
aided by the S. S. and other organizations. 

In 1956 Bern entered the Bern-Leesport Lutheran Parish and 
Bern purchased a half-share of the parsonage at 230 Main St., 
Leesport. 

Although the founding date of Bern Union S.S. is not re- 
corded, estimates based on memories of elderly members now de- 
ceased suggest 1855. Before the present structure, the S.S. met in 
the sexton’s house. Raymond Davis served a long time as superin- 
tendent. The position is presently held by Donald E. Bond. 

Pastors have been: the Revs. George Minnig 1837-1838; Daniel 
Kohler 1839-1852; Thomas T. Iaeger 1953-1864; Aaron Finfrock 
1864- ; Thomas T. Iaeger 1870-1888; E. S. Brownmiller 1889- 
1917; Jacob W. Bittner 1917-1956; Paul S. Fisher 1957 to present. 

A son in the ministry was the Rev. Dr. Levi Franklin Gruber 
—ordained 1908—deceased. 

Organizations include a Ladies’ Aid, a union organization, ac- 
tive since 1918, Women’s Missionary Society active since 1943, 
ULCW begun in 1958 and Luther League begun in 1958. 

1958 councilmen were: Donald E. Bond, Vernon Buchanon, 
Raymond T. Davis, Paul S. Egan, William C. Egan, Roy Hettinger, 
Harold J. Kauffman, Richard Kirkhoff, George Schaeffer, Harvey 
Stoudt, Donald L. Triviets, Harvey Weidman. 

Baptized membership is 651, confirmed 454, communing 377, 
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S.S. enrollment (Union) 390, Lutheran share 194, valuation of 
property $106,200 (Lutheran), indebtedness $5800, 1958 current 
and benevolence budget $9384. 


Bethany, Stony Creek Mills 


In the spring of 1895, Rudolph J. Calm, a member of St. 
Matthew’s Church, Reading, organized a Sunday School in Seiz’s 
schoolhouse near Stony Creek Mills. (This schoolhouse now is 
the property of the Mount Penn-Lower Alsace School Jointure; it 
has been extensively renovated and serves as administration build- 
ing of the school district.) Calm, a resident of Stony Creek Mills, 
noted that many children and adults in the area were not attending 
any S.S. In addition, many adults who held membership in one of 
the congregations of the then Zion’s (Spies) Union Church or in 
one of the Reading churches, manifested much interest in forming 
a community S.S. Mr. Calm, a man of deep religious conviction, 
was largely responsible for the organization of the S.S. in 1895. He 
served as superintendent from this time until 1937. For 42 years, 
this consecrated layman served faithfully and well. He was beloved 
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and respected. In 1939, a bronze memorial tablet was placed in 
the church in his memory. 

Within five years, the S.S. outgrew the schoolhouse quarters. A 
beautiful stone chapel was erected along Friedensburg Road in 1900. 
Today the chapel is used for all church services. 

In 1914, a general desire for regular church services expressed 
itself in an appeal to the Rev. Norman S. Wolf, pastor of St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Reading, to canvass the community with the pur- 
pose of securing members to be organized into a congregation. It 
was only natural that this request be made of Pastor Wolf, since 
Mr. Calm and several other active leaders held membership in St. 
Matthew’s. Pastor Wolf accepted the task and spent several weeks 
in a house-to-house visitation of the Stony Creek Mills area. 

Nov. 29, 1914, Bethany Church was formally organized with 
109 charter members. (55 of these survive; 26 still hold membership 
in Bethany.) The first church council consisted of Rudolph J. Calm, 
Irvin C. Ibach, Charles D. Erb, Allen M. Snyder, Frank S. Hill, 
Benjamin F. Lorah, Charles W. Fisher, William L. Murray. 

A supply pastor, the Rev. John A. Richter, pastor of the former 
St. Peter’s Church, 12th and Windsor Sts., Reading, conducted servy- 
ices for two months. In Jan. 1915, failing health caused Pastor 
Wolf to resign the pastorate of St. Matthew’s. Immediately, a call 
was extended to him from Bethany, inviting him to move to Stony 
Creek Mills for a much-needed rest while serving the small congre- 
gation with one service a Sunday. Soon thereafter, Pastor Wolf 
organized Christ Church, Reading. These two congregations (Christ 
and Bethany) constituted a parish known as the Glenside-Stony 
Creek Parish for several years. Both regard St. Matthew’s as the 
“mother church” and the Rev. Norman S. Wolf is considered as 
the beloved first pastor. 

Having regained his health, Pastor Wolf accepted a call to 
St. Matthew’s Church, Bloomsburg, in 1917. The Rev. George R. 
Swartz then became pastor and served until 1919. In 1920, the 
Rev. O. O. Leidich assumed the pastorate and served until 1925. 
In 1925 Bethany and Christ dissolved the parish arrangement. 
Faith, Mount Penn, and Bethany were united in a parish. Pastor 
Leidich resigned in order to give the two congregations a free hand 
in calling a pastor. In Aug. 1925, a call was extended to the Rev. 
J. H. Young of Freeburg. In 1926 Pastor Young resigned because 
of ill health. 

In Nov. 1926, a call was extended to the Rev. David U. Druck- 
enmiller. In 1927 Bethany built, at a cost of $20,000, a new base- 
ment addition to the chapel in order to provide additional educa- 
tional facilities and adequate social rooms. Nov. 22, 1931, one week 
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prior to the 17th anniversary of the congregation, the model con- 
stitution prescribed by the United Lutheran Church was formally 
adopted. Action was also taken to incorporate the congregation; the 
incorporation was concluded in 1936. 

Pastor Druckenmiller faithfully served Bethany until 1952 when 
the Mount Penn-Stony Creek Mills Parish was divided. Each church 
decided to become self-supporting. Pastor Druckenmiller became 
full-time pastor of Faith, Mount Penn. 

Dec. 7, 1952, Clyde I. Fry, a senior at the Philadelphia Semi- 
nary, was elected by a unanimous vote as pastor of Bethany. He 
assumed his duties June 1, 1953, and is serving at the present time. 
A parsonage was purchased in 1952 and the church was completely 
renovated and rededicated in 1955. The congregation paid all its 
indebtedness in 1958. 

A Planning Committee is currently considering the future ex- 
pansion of both the church and S.S. facilities, since these are be- 
coming inadequate. With the growth of population in the area, 
Bethany Church is ministering to an increasingly larger number 
of families. : 

Organizations include: Brotherhood, ULCW, Luther League, 
Mothers’ Group, Altar Guild, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Camp Fire 
Girls and Bluebirds. 

Church councilmen are: John C. Booser, Jr., E. Raymond Erb, 
Eugene W. Flicker, Harold F. Knechtle, Charles R. Lloyd, Earl W. 
Lorah, Rodney L. Quinter, Harrison C. Rapp, Edward Schultze, Jr., 
Arthur C. Unger, Kenneth White, and William L. Young. 

Baptized membership is 1206, confirmed 803, communing 620, 
S.S. enrollment 322. Church property including parsonage is valued 
at $100,000. Total budget for 1958 was $30,600. 


Bethany, West Reading 


May 2, 1886, the West Reading Lutheran Mission Sunday 
School was organized by H. M. M. Richards, supt. of Trinity S.S., 
Reading, in the public school building on Yarnell St. Jerome C. 
Lengel was the first superintendent and served until 1891. A plot 
of ground was purchased on Franklin St. below Fourth and a 
chapel was built and dedicated Jan. 3, 1897. During this same year 
a congregation was organized and incorporated. Services were held 
by different pastors until the Rev. W. A. Snyder was called. The 
congregation became part of a parish with Trinity, Wernersville, and 
Christ (Yocum’s) was subsequently added. The pastorate of the 
Rev. Snyder was terminated in Feb. 1904. June 1, 1904, the Rev. 
William O. Laub assumed the pastorate. Shortly thereafter the parish 
was rearranged, Wernersville being connected with Sinking Spring 
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and Bethany with Yocum’s and Schwarzwald. 

Bethany kept growing apace with the rapidly expanding com- 
munity. The quarters, particularly the S.S. facilities, became entirely 
inadequate. Ground was broken for a new edifice in April 1923, and 
the building dedicated Mar. 1925 at a cost of $64,332.25. This tre- 
mendous burden of the depression years was paid in full by 1948. 


BETHANY, WEST READING 


Jan. 1, 1946, the Rev. William O. Laub resigned after almost 
42 years of continuous service. The congregation elected him Pastor 
Emeritus, in grateful recognition of his faithful and inspirational 
service during the years of his pastorate at Bethany. At the same 
time the congregation decided to sever Bethany from the Bethany- 
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Schwarzwald Parish and to call its own pastor. 

July 14, 1946, the Rev. Paul J. Kidd was elected as the first 
full time pastor of Bethany. In 1947 a parsonage was purchased 
and a new constitution adopted. 

July 14, 1951, Pastor Kidd resigned and the Rev. Daniel F. 
Newhart assumed the pastorate Feb. 15, 1952. A new Moller pipe 
organ was installed in 1952 at a cost of $30,000, and other improve- 
ments made throughout the building. In Aug. 1953, a new parsonage 
was purchased at 110 Kent Way, West Reading. 

During its 60 year history, Bethany gave a daughter and two 
sons to the ministry of the Church. Sister Sara Sassaman entered 
full time service as a deaconess and the Rev. Elmer F. Wenrich and 
the Rev. Bertram C. Gilbert became pastors. 

Bethany has the following organizations: ULCW, ULCM, 
Luther League, Let Us Be Friends Society, Pal Society, Bethany 
Leaders. 

Bethany has a Memorial Endowment Fund of $2400 given by 
members in memory of loved ones. 

1958 councilmen were Walter H. Fritz, Franklin A. Loew, Peter 
Rivers, Robert O. Jepsen, Luther H. Karper, William Z. Miller, 
Harry O. Croll, Willis J. Haas, Luther A. Gabel. 

Baptized membership is 861, confirmed 708, communing 505, 
S.S. enrollment 405, property valuation $260,400, total debt $19,750, 
current and benevolence budget $28,458.68. 


Calvary, Laureldale 


Calvary Church, at Elizabeth Ave. and Freemont St., traces its 
beginning to 1915 when the Reading Conf. undertook to care for 
the religious needs of people living in Rosedale, Belmont, Laurel 
Hill, all in Muhlenberg Township. To this time, there was no or- 
ganized church in the territory. There was a Community S.S. Chapel 
on Elizabeth Ave. in which a Sunday School and occasional services 
by various denominations were conducted. 

By the suggestion and assistance of the Rev. Dr. Charles E. 
Kistler, pres. of Conference and pastor of Alsace Church, the nearest 
neighboring church, the Rev. Charles K. Fegley, Field Missionary, 
then working in Wyomissing, held the first service in the chapel, 
Dec. 19, 1915. Mar. 5, 1916, Pastor Fegley besan thesirsusoesd 
series of monthly services. In Sept. 1916, a canvass was made but 
no organization was effected. Pastor Fegley continued services until 
June 1918. His successor in Wyomissing, the Rev. John L. Deaton, 
continued these services. 

In the fall of 1920, the Mission Committee of Conference 
secured the services of the Supt. of Missions of the Min. of Penna. 
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to work with Pastor Deaton in making a canvass and effecting an 
organization. The canvass was completed in Jan. 1922, with favorable 
results. 

A congregation was organized Feb. 18, 1921, with less than 
100 charter members. The official name is “Calvary Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Muhlenberg Township, Berks County, Pennsyl- 
vania.” Officers elected were: deacons, Frank R. Manderbach, 
Morris Walborn, Solomon I. Schwoyer, William H. Lutz, Harry E. 


CALVARY, LAURELDALE 


Katzenmoyer, Erasmus Ernst, A. Charles Goheen, Amandus Ernst, 
Dr. J. K. Schlaybach; trustees, Manderbach, Schwoyer, and Wal- 
born. The charter granted Sept. 6, 1921, was signed by John L. 
Deaton, W. H. Lutz, Harry E. Katzenmoyer, Solomon I. Schwoyer, 
Frank R. Manderbach, Morris Walborn, Erasmus Ernst, Edwin B. 
Althouse, Henry Schabener, S. K. Schlegel, Dr. J. K. Schlaybach, 
Thomas H. Jones, A. Charles Goheen, Robert F. Beck, J. L. 
Shalters, W. W. Williams. 

The Rev. Mr. Deaton continued as supply pastor until the 
convention of the Conference in Trinity, Wernersville, Sept. 26 and 
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27, 1921, when Calvary was placed in a parish with Atonement. 
Pastor Deaton accepted the joint call Nov. 16, 1921, thus becoming 
the first regular pastor. 

During this time all services were held in the S.S. chapel. It 
was evident larger quarters were needed. Lots at Elizabeth Ave. and 
Freemont St., 135 by 120 feet, were purchased Jan. 1922 for $1850. 
A parsonage, adjoining the church lots, was purchased April 23, 
1924, for $5400. 

Pastor Deaton continued as pastor until Jan. 1, 1924. Not 
yet able to be self-sustaining, Calvary became a mission of the Min. 
of Penna. At a congregational meeting Feb. 3, 1924, a call was 
extended to the Rev. Mark K. Trexler. He took charge July 1 and 
was installed July 6 by the Rev. Dr. H. A. Weller, of Synod, and 
the Rev. R. B. Lynch, pres. of Conference. 


In the Fall of 1924 negotiations were begun to purchase the 
building of the Rosedale Union S.S. Assn. Legal difficulties were 
encountered so that it was not until Aug. 31, 1925, that the 
transfer of the deed was made. Up to this time, Calvary had been 
a rentor and was without a S.S. of its own. Purchase price was $1900. 
The chapel was dedicated Nov. 22, 1925. Councilmen at this time 
were: Morris Walborn, Clarence B. Hassler, Edwin B. Althouse, 
Charles A. Hartz, Clifford F. Klees, Erasmus Ernst, Andrew L. 
Baisch, Ray F. Borda, Henry Schabener. 


Because of the growth of the S.S., the congregation, Jan. 8, 
1928, authorized the erection of the S.S. unit of a proposed church 
plant. Ground breaking services were held July 1, 1928; corner- 
stone laying services, Aug. 12 and dedication Dec. 2, 1928. A 
congregation of 357 members faced a debt of $46,000 in depression 
times. By Jan. 1, 1935, Calvary became self-supporting as to pastor’s 
salary. Jan. 1, 1943, the last amount was paid to the Board of 
American Missions and thus Calvary became an independent con- 
gregation. Calvary became debt free on the occasion of the 25th 
anniversary of its founding, Feb. 24, 1946. 

In Jan. 1954, the congregation authorized the building of the 
church. Elmer H. Adams, of Reiffton, was chosen as architect. 
Building committee was James B. Shaner, Jr., Ray F. Borda, Henry 
H. Godshall, George E. Reitz and Ralph Boyer, Jr. Ground break- 
ing services were held Feb. 19, 1956, in connection with the 35th 
anniversary of the founding of the church. A campaign for $175,000 
was launched simultaneously, which resulted in pledges of $176,- 
876.40. Cornerstone laying was observed Aug. 19, 1956. Dedication 
followed Sept. 29, 1957, with the Rev. Dr. Charles M. Cooper, 
pres. of Synod, as guest preacher. Pastor Trexler dedicated the 
more than $400,000 structure. 
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In 1952 lots 60 by 125 feet in the 1200 block of Elizabeth 
Ave. were purchased for a future parsonage. In June 1956, the 
Brotherhood bought two lots 40 by 117 feet at 3323-3325 Free- 
mont St. for a parking lot. 

The central treasury system was adopted Aug. 1933, and con- 
tinues to present. Central treasurers have been Warren W. Kochel, 
Frank R. Scheid and Wayne W. Weaver. 

A CHEY quota of $5430 was paid in full Jan. 1952. In 1956 
the S.S. renovated the basement of the S.S. unit for the use of the 
Mothers’ Class. Further changes in the basement were made in 1957 
at a cost of more than $2200. 

A Brotherhood was organized in Mar. 1930 with George Broad 
as first president. It is now the ULCM of Calvary; the president 
is Christie L. Mills. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society, organized in 1922, has done very 
much for the support of the church to the present. Presidents have 
been Mrs. Frank Manderbach, Mrs. Clifford Klees, Mrs. William 
Lessig, Mrs. Elda Boyer, Mrs. George Schearer, Mrs. Irwin J. 
Faust, Mrs. Norman R. Christ and Mrs. G. Everett Jones. 

Daily Vacation Bible Schools were conducted in 1931, 1932, 
and 1933 with enrollments exceeding 300. 

A Children of the Church, now the Weekday Church School, 
has been conducted annually for 20 weeks each year, since Sept. 
1939. Mrs. Ralph A. Boyer, Jr., has been principal since its inception. 

The ULCM of Calvary have sponsored the three branches 
of Scouting—Cubs, Troop, and Post—for many years. James B. 
Godshall has been the only recipient of the Pro Deo et Patria 
Award. Facilities are also provided for Girl Scouts and Camp 
Fire Girls. 

During the years, there have been several Luther Leagues. The 
present league, with William T. Shirk as advisor, has more than 
50 members. 

A Women’s Missionary Society, now the ULCW of Calvary, 
has functioned since July 1946. Presidents have been: Mrs. Elda 
Boyer, Mrs. George Schearer, Mrs. James Cochran, Mrs. Leroy 
Quell, Mrs. George E. Reitz, Mrs. Leonard Ermold, Mrs. Elmer 
I. Gottschall. 

During World War II, 205 men and women were in military 
service. Of these, eight gave their lives. 

Three sons of Calvary have entered the ministry: The Rev. 
Ralph A. Boyer, III, ord. 1951; the Rev. Richard R. Boyer, ord. 
1955, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Boyer, Jr.; and the Rev. 
Kenneth M. Trexler, ord. in 1958, son of Pastor and Mrs. Mark 
Keerrexier, 
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1958 councilmen were: John A. Beaver, Jacob R. Bowers, 
Elmer I. Gottschall, Robert G. Hain, Elijah A. Reinert, Donald 
R. Snyder, Arlan L. Snyder, Walter S. Palmer, Elwood J. Helms, 
Kenneth G. Cregar, Robert T. McWade, Jr., Wayne F. Billman. 

Membership is: Baptized 1899, confirmed 1184, communing 
946, S.S. enrollment 620, valuation of property $547,500. Current 
and benevolent expenditures for 1958 were $48,391. 


Christ (Mertz), Rockland Township 


This congregation was organized early in 1747 by the Rev. 
Tobias Wagner. The first building was erected in 1747 on three- 
quarters of an acre of land donated by Henry Mertz. Like many 
churches of that period, it was built of logs and was ready for use by 
fall, but was not completed until 1759. Papers show that as early as 
1748, 28 acres of land were surveyed for the congregation. Subse- 
quently some of this land was sold, leaving more than 20 acres for 
the church. 

The second church was erected in 1764 during the pastorate 
of the Rev. John Helfrecht Schaum. Cornerstone was laid June 1, 
1764. The cornerstone contained symbolical books, the unaltered 
Augsburg confession and the declaration stating that this was done 
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during the reign of the most gracious King of England, George the 
Third. The document closes with the words “God preserve the 
King,” and was signed by John Helfrecht Schaum, pastor. Building 
committee consisted of George Schaeffer, Sr., Henry Mertz, John 
Bieber, George Hoeffer and Jacob Freu. Worship continued in this 
church until 1798. The following pastors served during this period: 
John Helfrecht Schaum, Daniel Lehman and possibly Charles Fred- 
erick Wildbahn. 

The third church was erected in 1798. Petition for a charter 
of incorporation was signed Nov. 25, 1799, by 68 persons. The 
charter, prepared in English and German, contained the following 
names: Charles F. Wildbahn, pastor, Conrad Ernst, Theobold Bieber, 
Jacob Bieber, Abraham Bieber, wardens; Philip Mertz, George Frey, 
Henry Fisher, Peter Fisher, Frederick Bauer, George Sell, Anthony 
Heffner, John Hilbert and William Mertz, vestrymen. Mar. 9, 1827, 
an agreement was made with Andreas Krause for a ten stop organ 
at a cost of $608. In 1859 the building was renovated with new 
flooring and new pews, the chancel changed and railing added, wine- 
glass pulpit replaced with a new one. 

In 1873 a new organ was secured and consecrated. A steeple and 
bell were added and the church frescoed in 1879. In 1895 a 
wooden ceiling was installed, walls were frescoed and new carpets 
laid. 

When the first church was built, the congregation made one 
acre a “God’s Acre.” 

Through the efforts of the Rev. B. E. Kramlich, the 100th anni- 
versary of the erection of the third church was observed Sept. 11, 
1898. A son of the congregation, the Rev. Benjamin G. Welder, de- 
livered the morning sermon in German. 

Feb. 14, 1915, the congregation by a large majority decided to 
build a new church. April 11, 1915, after communion services, 
ground was broken by the Rev. Kline, followed by elders and dea- 
cons and members of the church. Cornerstone laying took place 
June 20, 1915, with over 1200 people in attendance. Ceremonies 
were conducted by the Rev. William H. Kline assisted by the Rev. 
Charles E. Kistler, pres. of the Reading Conf., the Rev. J. O. Henry, 
supt. of the Lutheran Home at Topton, who was a former pastor, 
and the Rev. A. C. Schenck of Philadelphia. The new church, costing 
$11,000, was dedicated June 11, 1916, with the following pastors 
officiating: the Revs. William H. Kline, Robert B. Lynch, W. F. 
Bond, C. E. Kistler, J. O. Henry, George B. Smith, Charles F. Dry 
and William S. Dry. 

Six sons have entered the ministry: Benjamin G. Welder, or- 
dained 1886, died April 28, 1921; Charles F. Dry, ordained 1890, 
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died Jan. 26, 1924; William S. Dry, ordained 1909; died Sept. 13, 
1942; Clarence E. Keiser, Ph.D., ordained 1908, died July 1958; 
Charles G. Heffner, ordained 1908; Elton L. Angstadt, ordained 
1929. 

The following anniversaries have been celebrated: Nov. 26, 
1922, the 175th of the founding of the congregation; Oct. 21, 1934, 
the 25th of the pastorate of the Rev. William H. Kline; Sept. 26, 
1937, the 190th of the congregation; Oct. 22, 1939™ hemes Utimon 
the pastorate of the Rev. William H. Kline; April 5, 1945, the 35th 
of the pastorate of the Rev. Kline. 

In 1926 a Tellers-Kent organ was purchased at a cost of $4700. 
In 1944 the cemetery was enlarged. In 1946 an amplification sys- 
tem was installed. In 1956 a parking lot was purchased and graded, 
trees were removed from front of the church and new sidewalks con- 
structed. In 1957 the parking lot was macadamized. In 1958 land 
was purchased and plans were made to build a ranch style parson- 
age in preparation for a full-time pastor. 

Feb. 23, 1958, the decision was made to separate the Topton- 
Dryville Parish, both having grown to sufficient size and Nov. 23, 
1958, the Rev. Ralph F. Eberle, Jr., was elected the first full-time 
pastor. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. Tobias Wagner 1747- 
1759; John H. Schaum 1760-1778; Daniel Lehman 1778-1793; 
Henry Muhlenberg, Jr., V.D.M. (supply); Charles F. Wildbahn 
1798 or °99-1801; Daniel Lehman 1801-1810; John Knoske 1811- 
1837; Isaac Roeller 1838 or °39-1860; Benjamin E. Kramlich 1860- 
1900; A. C. Schenck 1900-1902; J. O. Henry 1902-1909; William 
H. Kline 1909-1951; Alton Hoffman 1952-1958; Rufus Kern, D.D. 
(supply); Ralph F. Eberle, Jr. 1958 to present. 

Organizations are: ULCW organized in 1924, now numbers 
45; Luther League organized in 1952, now numbers 12. 

1958 church council included: Ernest Kniss, Allen Boyer, Earl 
Breidegam, Donald Angstadt, Russell Heist, David DeTurk, Paul 
Frederick, Paul Sheetz, Carl Miller, Donald Miller, Raymond 
Schittler, Warren Boyer. 

Baptized membership is 1203, confirmed 696, communing 501, 
S.S. enrollment 312, valuation of property $138,000, indebtedness 
$10,000, current and benevolence budget $25,241.79. 


Christ (Yocum’s), Grill 


Christ (Yocum’s) Union Church is located on the heights of 
Grill, an unincorporated town in Cumru Township. From the south- 
west intersection of Philadelphia Ave. and Church Lane it com- 
mands a view of Kenhorst bordering on the north and Mifflin Park 
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on the west, and Shillington and Oakbrook each a mile to the west 
and north respectively. Address is R.D. 1, Reading. 

Its two congregations, the Lutheran and the Reformed (now 
the United Church of Christ) worshipped here with regularity with 
ministers or supplies since 1823 and may be considered founded 
at that time, though not definitely organized until 1854. Prior to 
this date they worshipped in the so-called “Angelica Schoolhouse 
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Church”, an octagonal stone building located a few feet east of the 
present building, then a one-half acre plot. When that building be- 
came inadequate and its removal planned, building needs were con- 
sidered. Records of ministerial acts or congregational activities prior 


52 


to 1854 are scant because of its unorganized status. Fortunately the 
knowledge of its pastors is at hand. 


The first known regularly called congregational meeting was 
held in 1853 with this action taken: ‘Resolved that a subscription 
book be opened for the purpose of procuring subscriptions in order 
to build a union church and as soon as $1400 or $1500 is subscribed, 
a meeting be called to elect a building committee.” The second 
known congregational meeting was held jointly, Feb. 12, 1854, which 
elected a building committee of Daniel Yocum, Joseph Hemmig, 
Samuel Moser, Elias Fritz, and Moses Yocum, with the last named 
elected as treasurer. 


Building operations began early in 1854. The cornerstone was 
laid May 28, 1854. Ministers participating were: the Rev. S. K. 
Brobst of Allentown, the Rev. F. A. M. Keller of Reading, the Rev. 
George Leidy, the Rev. William Pauli, Reformed pastor and the 
Rev. R. S. Wagner, Lutheran pastor. Assigned building work was 
performed by John Borrels, stone mason; Thomas Hill, brick mason; 
Peter Ruffner, carpenter; Eisenhoauer & Fink, joiners; George 
Spanoid, plasterer; and U. S. Hollenbach, painter; cost was $2612.25. 

Names of officers deposited in the cornerstone are: Reformed 
elder Joseph Hemmig, Jr.; Lutheran elder Daniel Yocum; Reformed 
deacons Benjamin Gring and Jacob Hill; Lutheran deacons Daniel 
Allenbach and Moses Yocum; treasurer Samuel Moser. Also placed 
therein were a Bible, hymn books of both congregations, the Luth- 
eran and Reformed catechisms, American coins from one cent to 
a half dollar, the various newspapers of Berks County and a docu- 
ment giving date of cornerstone laying, naming Franklin Pierce as 
U.S. President, William Bigler, Governor of Pennsylvania, J. Pringle 
Jones, President Judge of Berks County Judicial District and setting 
forth its noble aims and purposes. It specifies: ““The said two congre- 
gations are to form a Union Church, only and solely, as far as the 
church edifice, the schoolhouse, graveyard and other property 
interests, which they hold in common with each other, shall be 
involved. But in regard to the election of a minister and other of- 
ficers, the government and discipline, the pecuniary interests and 
the like, each congregation shall act independently, and not inter- 
fere with the rights and management of the other.” 


The original church building, though at various times reno- 
vated and altered, and at one time seriously damaged by a storm, 
is the one presently in use. It was completed and dedicated Nov. 
25 and 26, 1854. The Lutheran pastor, the Rev. R. S. Wagner 
consecrated it with these participating ministers: the Revs. M. Good, 
J. N. Hoffman, Carl Schaeffer, F. A. M. Keller. Sermons were in 
both German and English. 
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The Lutheran pastor, the Rev. F. A. M. Keller, administered 
Holy Communion to 44 members (24 of whom were confirmed Good 
Friday) on Easter, April 9, 1855. At the time of dedication there 
were only 57 communicant members in both congregations. 


The corporate name is The Christ Evangelical Lutheran and 
German Reformed Church. A congregational meeting of the two 
congregations made request for a charter July 13, 1862. Daniel 
Yocum was elected chairman and Joseph Hemmig, secretary. The 
petitioners, Daniel Allenbach, George Strunk, Benjamin Fritz and 
William Hemmig, were instructed to proceed. The court granted 
the charter Nov. 21, 1862. The stipulation in the charter providing 
for a union treasury caused many discussions and limited denomina- 
tional progress until Jan. 1, 1959. In Nov. 1958 a joint council and 
consistory meeting unanimously voted that beginning Jan. 1, 1959, 
there be separate congregational treasuries in addition to a union 
treasury. The well considered charter provisions guaranteeing sep- 
arate congregational management without interference are helpful. 
The charter is unchanged, but the union bylaws have been altered 
to meet changing needs. 


Difficulties of procedure without basic constitutional authority, 
existing to 1906, alerted the Lutheran congregation to call a con- 
gregational meeting Feb. 18, 1906, when it approved and adopted 
a constitution for the government of its Lutheran affairs. Same is 
recorded in the church’s Official Register. 


The bell was bought for $264 from William A. Fritz, placed 
in the belfry, and with other repairs, was dedicated June 7, 1874, 
by the Rev. B. D. Zweizig assisted by the Rev. E. X. Gerhart. May 
14, 1890, a storm seriously damaged the building. It was unroofed 
and the west end collapsed. The repairs were made at a cost of 
$2082.98. Rededication was Sept. 7, 1890, with three services. 
Participating ministers were the Rev. B. Weiss, the former (Ref.) 
pastor, the Rev. William J. Kershner, the Rev. B. D. Zweizig, the 
Rev. Z. H. Gable and the Rev. Aaron Finfrock. The Austin pipe 
organ was dedicated Oct. 17, 1917. Cost was $2375. The cen- 
tennial commemorating the church’s founding was observed Sept. 
14 to 17, 1924. Participating ministers were Dr. Charles Peters of 
the Reformed S. S. Board, Dr. H. A. Weller, pres. of Lutheran Min. 
of Penna., the Rev. I. M. Beaver, Editor of the Reformed Church 
Record, the Rev. William O. Laub, former Lutheran pastor, the 
Rev. George W. Gerhart and George M. Jones, Esq. A new entrance 
and basement were added to the church in 1939 at a cost of $9513. 
Then followed three years of additions and renovations undertaken 
by the S. S. and other organizations, installation and equipment of 
kitchen, lighting fixtures, plastering. Three dedicatory services were 
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held Nov. 14, 1943. Speakers were Dr. L. E. Blair from Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, the Rev. Luther N. Schaeffer of Lebanon 
County, the Rev. Earl S. Erb an officer of the Min. of Penna. 


Indebtedness remained at $1516.20. By 1949 the debt was 
liquidated and a fund of $3689.27 accumulated. 


In 1949 Architect Alex Imhoff was given contract to renovate 
the church and install an oil-fired furnace and heating system at a 
cost of $15,532.56. Rededication was May 14, 1950. These min- 
isters took part: Dr. George W. Richards, former pres. of the 
Reformed Church, the Rev. Paul T. Slinghoff, pres. of the Reformed 
Reading Synod, the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, Pres. of the Reading 
Conf., the Rev. J. A. Kaercher, former Lutheran pastor. Organists 
were Mrs. Elwyn Hummel, Mrs. Ethel Coleman and Martin Fritz 
while the Hain’s Reformed choir, the Yocum’s choir and a combined 
choir of Wernersville and Vinemont Lutheran churches graced the 
services with music. Then the exterior walls were Brickoted to match 
the veneering of the front at a cost of $1370, leaving an indebtedness 
July 29, 1954, of $1880. This was paid within a year. 


Only four organists, William S. Dutchman 1886-1874, Benne- 
ville H. Hemmig 1875-1902, Mrs. Washington Leinbach 1903-1931, 
and Mrs. Elwyn Hummel 1932-1951 served these 86 years. Then 
1952-1955 Mrs. Arthur Dunlap and from June 1955 Mrs. Harold 
Keffer. 


The first one-half acre plot on which the Angelica Schoolhouse 
Church stood, and also the present building was given by the heirs 
and legatees of Henry Werner to propogate learning and teaching 
and for a burial place. It was deeded Jan. 14, 1822, to a Board of 
Trustees who were John Hemmig, Phillip Brown, Samuel Ludwig, 
Martin Fritz, Nicholas Yocum, George Moyer, Henry Fuhrman, 
Robert Robertson, Daniel Wilt, Henry Wilt, Michael Groff, Daniel 
Hoyer, John Getz, Isaac Kurtz and Michael Lewis. On Sept. 30, 
1854, a plot of 20 perches was brought from Elias Fritz for $6.25 
and added to the cemetery. About 1870 additional land on the 
west side of graveyard was donated by Mrs. Esther High. Then a 
40 foot square was deeded back to her for burial of the donor’s 
relatives or friends, but no graves thereon to be sold. See deed 
June 29, 1870. A narrow strip along the Grill-Green Tree Road was 
purchased from Martin Fritz for $10, recorded Nov. 15, 1844, to 
be used for horses and vehicles of members. A wooden shed had 
long been there, later removed, but used for parking. Widening of 
the road made its purpose impracticable and it was sold about 1957 
to a home development company. Feb. 16, 1896, two acres were 
bought from Elias Fritz. The S. S. bought one and one-half acres 
from the Fritz estate for $300 in 1912, then deeded it to the church 
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for one dollar in 1946. Later the western end of the property, 
possibly four acres was also purchased from the Fritz estate. A 
gratuitous grant was made to the church at the south end of the 
cemetery by John McCauley and deeded to the church. A goodly 
portion of above mentioned land is used for the cemetery, owned 
by the church, whose elders are the cemetery Board of Trustees. 

Pastors who served are: the Rev. Peter Filbert 1823-1829; 
No record 1830 to 1848; the Revs. R. S. Wagner 1849-1855; F. A. 
M. Keller 1855-1864; Benjamin D. Zweizig 1864-1900; W. A. 
Snyder 1901-1904; William O. Laub 1904-1923; H. E. Herman 
(supply) 1923-1925; E. A. Weber 1925-1928; William B. Smith 
1928-1934; John A. Kaercher 1935-1942; Clarence R. Schaffer 
1943-1952; Byron J. Somers 1952-1956; Irwin E. Heckman 1956 
to present. 

The two congregations are about equal in membership, totaling 
about 460. Its Union S. S. has 270 enrolled with a peak attendance 
of 190. Lloyd Dotterer is the union supt. 

Parish alignments: During the Rev. Filbert’s pastorate: 
Yocum’s, Allegheny, Plow and New Holland. During the Rev. 
Keller’s: Yocum’s, St. James of Reading, Geigertown, Sinking 
Spring, Kissinger’s, Plow-Robeson. The Rev. Zweizig served eight 
churches. During the Rev. Snyder’s: Yocum’s, Wernersville and 
West Reading. During the Rev. Laub’s: Yocum’s, Schwarzwald, 
West Reading. During the Rev. Kaercher’s: Yocum’s and Holy 
Redeemer. During the Rev. Shaffer’s and the Rev. Somers’: Yocum’s, 
Wernersville and Vinemont. The Rev. Heckman’s pastorate includes 
Yocum’s and Allegheny. 

Yocum’s took part in the evangelism mission of 1957 resulting 
in a gain of 36 members by Easter. The stewardship sector plan 
used in 1957 further activated the congregation. 

1958 councilmen were: Alfred Killian, Ralph Siegfried, Charles 
Eckenrode, John Dietrich, Sr., Leo Sobjak, William Reed, Elwyn 
Hummel, Bertrand High, Samuel Bowers. 

Baptized membership is 393, confirmed 233, communing 190. 
1958 benevolence budget was $2374, current $4049. 


Christ (Little Tulpehocken), Jefferson Township 


Christ (Little Tulpehocken) of Jefferson Township is located 
southwest of Bernville, along the Tulpehocken Creek on a bluff on 
the north bank. Tradition prevails that in the “Tulpehocken Con- 
fusion” of Reed’s Church, some Lutherans went eastward and 
organized Christ (Little Tulpehocken) Church in 1730-1734 and 
the others withdrew westward and organized Christ (Tulpehocken 
Church) near Stouchsburg in 1743. 
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A controversy existed between Friedens, Bernville, and Christ, 
(Little Tulpehocken) as to which is the older and therefore the origi- 
nal Rev. John Casper Stoever’s congregation. (The lengthy details on 
this “Tulpehocken Confusion” and controversy are reported in 
“Lutherans in Berks County”, pages 298-301; 446-456.) 

Between 1744 and 1749 a log church was built and used until 
1809. In 1809 the old log church was torn down and a new church 
was built of stone, with the cornerstone laid June 25, 1809. The 
building committee was: Mathias Smith, ———— Lingel, John Wen- 


CHRIST (LITTLE TULPEHOCKEN), JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP 


rich, John Miller; elders: Paul Wenrich, Mathias Smith; deacons: 
John Schell, Michael Miller. 


June 7, 1813, final settlement on the building was made and 
the money balance donated to Frederick Schaeffer for unusual serv- 
ices. The church, 40 by 34 feet has three entrances, galleries on 
three sides, two stoves in the middle. The original pulpit was of 
wineglass pattern with canopy or sounding board. 


In 1853 the church was remodeled and very much changed. 
At this time the Reformed people were given equal rights in church 
and farm for the modest sum of $65 and it remains a Union Church 
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to the present. The church was rededicated Nov. 27, 1853. In 1862 
Joel Kantner installed a pipe organ for $600 which still remains in 
the gallery. In 1874 the church was again improved and an addition 
built to the barn for $1140.80. 

In 1789 the first known bylaws were adopted, and a new set 
in 1880. In 1883 a new cemetery was laid out. In 1911 shedding 
was provided for 20 teams or automobiles. The farmhouse was of 
substantial brick construction. In the basement of the farmhouse a 
parochial school was held before the free school system was adopted. 
The congregation is not incorporated. 

The record of pastors is not complete: the Revs. John Casper 
Stoever 1730-1754-56; Emanuel Schultze 1771- ; John Casper 
Stoever 1773-1774; Emanuel Schultze -1809; Daniel Ulrich 
1809-1830; Marcus Harpel, J. Carl Smith, Charles Reese, Hugo 
Grahn, D.D. 1859-1861; T. Steck 1866-1868; D. D. Trexler 1868- 
1878; A. J. Long 1878-1908; W. S. Dry 1910-1913; Ira W. Klick 
1913-1927; Wirt A. Dries 1927-1947; Supply 1947-1948; J. Robert 
Mayer 1948-1950; Ernest A. F. Kallenbach 1951 to present. 


Pastor Kallenbach serves the Shartlesville Parish composed of 
Christ, (Little Tulpehocken); Friedens, Bernville; St. Paul’s, New 
Schaefferstown; and Friedens, Shartlesville, with the parsonage in 
Shartlesville located on ground donated by Mr. and Mrs. John E. 
Seitzinger. 

Improvements to the church include: pavilion, basement with 
inside toilets, enlargement of pavilion in 1956, Hammond electric 
organ (donated by Union S. S.), oil furnace and heating system in 
pavilion, new carpet, altar, cross, vases, offering plates all installed 
in pavilion for Primary Dept. 

In 1958 the congregation paid in full its quota on the parsonage 
debt. The church was painted inside and the outside walls repaired. 

In 1950 the Women’s Missionary Society was organized and in 
1939 the Union Aid Society was organized. 

1958 councilmen were: Irvin P. Oxenreider, Paul A. Oxenreider, 
John Rupp, Curtis Schaeffer, Ray Schaeffer, Elmer Rupp, Calvin 
Naragang, Wayne Dreibelbis, Samuel Ehrenfeldt, Ammon C. Feeg. 

Christ Union S. S. was organized July 14, 1946, with 54 persons 
from various Sunday Schools that met in area public schools such 
as Cross Keys, Groff’s, Hill, Filberts. The leader was H. M. Lutz. 
Expenses were paid by the Union Aid Society. 

Baptized membership is 239, confirmed 129, communing 120, 
Union S. S. enrollment 189, no indebtedness, 1958 current budget 
$1500, benevolence $800. 
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Christ (Glenside), Reading 


A mission Sunday School was organized in the Glenside section 
of Reading Nov. 22, 1914, by the Rev. Norman S. Wolf, pastor, 
and some of the workers of St. Matthew’s Church, Reading. Sessions 
of the S. S. were held in the local schoolhouse. The idea of organ- 
izing a congregation developed in the summer of 1915. Following 
a thorough canvass, the first church service was held Sept. 5, 1915, 
at the call of Pastor Wolf. The Rev. Dr. Silas D. Dougherty, super- 
intendent of missions of the East Penna. Synod of the General 
Synod, preached the sermon. He was assisted by the Rev. J. A. 
Richter, pastor of St. Peter’s, Reading, and the Rev. Charles R. 
Myers of St. Matthew’s Church. 

After the service, a congregation was organized with 37 mem- 
bers. A constitution, recommended by the General Synod, was 
adopted. The first church council consisted of: Walter Loose, William 
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Roth, John Ernst, Walter Seidel and Warren Schuler. 

The official title is “Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church”, 
located at Lehigh and Luzerne Sts., Reading. 

A lot was purchased, plans drawn and construction of a church 
begun in Sept. 1915. By Christmas of 1915 the building was com- 
pleted. Dedication followed Jan. 2, 1916, with the Rev. Dr. Charles 
P. Wiles preaching. With the aid of volunteer labor, the cost of 
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the edifice was reduced to $4000. The church was completely reno- 
vated in 1948. 


The list of pastors is: the Revs. Norman S. Wolf 1915-1917; 
George R. Swartz 1917-1919; Oscar O. Leidich 1920-1926; Miels 
Christensen 1926-1929; Elmer P. Truchses 1929-1932; Paul D. 
Witman 1932-1944; E. M. Morgan, D.D. 1944-1946; G. Robert 
Heim, D.D. 1946-1959. The congregation is without a pastor at 
present. Mrs. Mary Benjamin, wife of Ralph Benjamin, served as or- 
ganist for 25 years until her death in 1952. 


1958 councilmen were: G. Marshall Eaches, vice-pres., Ralph 
Benjamin, treas., William Yundt, sec., Curtis Kline, fin. sec., Harry 
Longenecker, Charles Longenecker, Roger Longenecker, William 
Greth, Harry Siegfried, John Sterling, William Miller, Llewellyn 
Shollenberger. Baptized membership is 452, confirmed 336, commun- 
ing 235, S. S. enrollment 218, valuation of property $34,000, no 
indebtedness, 1958 budget $10,000. 


Christ, Spangsville 
Christ Lutheran Church (Spangsville), Oley is located three 
miles east of Oley, near Pleasantville on route 73. It was founded in 
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1820 when the Lutheran congregation was organized. In the follow- 
ing year the congregation erected the church not very far from the 
Reformed Church, where the Lutherans had worshipped jointly with 
the Reformed people for many years. May 27, 1821, the cornerstone 
was laid. Dec. 25, 1821, the following members of church council 
were elected: Frederick Spang, Jacob Fisher, Henry S. Spang, 
Baltzer Trout, Jonathan Cleaver and John Fritz. The first clerk- 
secretary was Henry J. Spang. Serving on the building committee 
were Henry J. Spang, Martin Yoder and William Trout. (These 
were the founders of the church; a Frederick Spang had donated 
the one-acre plot of ground where the church was erected early in 
1821). The church was incorporated Jan. 1, 1918. 

In 1878 and 1886 major renovations were made. In 1908 the 
old building was torn down and the present edifice constructed with 
dedication services May 30 and 31, 1909. In 1958 major renova- 
tions were made to the present building. 

Pastors are: the Revs. Conrad Miller 1822-1834; Isaac Roeller 
1834-1839; Daniel Kohler 1839-1841; Marcus Harpel 1841-1844; 
A. T. Geissenhainer 1845-1848; George F.- Miller 1848-1852; 
G. A. Hinterleitner 1852-1866; T. T. Iaeger 1866-1888; Dr. 
E. S. Brownmiller 1889-1929; Luther Brownmiller 1929-1934; 
Warren Lester Koder 1934-1938; Luther N. Schaeffer 1938-1941; 
Calvin E. Humbert 1941-1946; Hobart W. Tyson 1946-1950; Glenn 
C. Reichley 1950-1955; Lawrence R. Tropp, Jr. 1955 to present. 


Organizations include a Luther League, organized in 1900 with 
100 members, now numbers 18; Ladies’ Aid Society, organized Sept. 
12, 1940, with 16 members, now numbers 40; S. S., organized Sept. 
3, 1944, with 62 members, now numbers 220. (Union S. S. of 
Lutheran and Reformed organized in 1869); ULCW, organized May 
1, 1956, with 15 members now numbers 30. 

The first organist of the church was John Dierolf. Lawrence 
Matthias was the last organist to play the old pumper organ before 
it was electrified in 1922, and Samuel Drumheller was the last mem- 
ber who pumped the organ. Both men are still living. Present or- 
ganist is Mrs. Russell Wren. The first S. S. supt. was Percy Swavely 
in 1944 and the present supt. is George Griesemer, Jr. 

Present church councilmen are: George Griesemer, Sr., John 
Stapleton, Lawrence Drumheller, William Stapleton, Paul Swavely, 
Harold Edinger, Emil Rhoda, Walter Hafer, Sr., Adam Gift, Donald 
Griffith, Webster Hafer, Paul Slemmer, Ernst Whitaker, Wilmer 
Richard, Earl Herbein. 

Baptized membership is 538, confirmed 424, communing 315. 
Valuation of church property is $188,000, total debt $12,200, cur- 
rent budget $12,869 and benevolence budget $1878. 
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Christ, Stouchsburg 


In 1723, 60 families of German Lutherans immigrated to 
the Tulpehocken Creek area in Berks County from the Schoharie 
Valley of New York, followed by others ine 2geran Geel Oeethe 
latter influx including Conrad Weiser and his family. These people 
were from the Palatinate region in Germany. In 1727 the Lutherans 
erected a small log church east of Stouchsburg and a schoolhouse. 
The church was later known as Zion (Reed’s) Church. 

Unfortunately, soon after this, the congregation was visited by 
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Moravian ministers. Apparently they exerted a great deal of influ- 
ence over some of the congregation. However, a group of staunch 
Lutherans protested against these inroads being made by the Mor- 
avians. A strong dissension soon developed between the pro-Lutheran 
and the pro-Moravian factions. The outcome of this strife is con- 
tained in this excerpt taken from page 3 of the Parish Register of 
Christ Church, Volume I: 


“After the Evangelical Lutheran congregation in Tulpehocken 
had by God’s blessing grown considerably and, also, on land 
secured for Lutheran services near the mill where Mill Creek 
flows into the Tulpehocken, erected a church built of wood, 
and secured the vessels for baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
etc., the land and church building passed unexpectedly into 
the hands of the Moravian brethren. The Evangelical Lutheran 
congregation was thus obliged to look for another place for 
a church, for which purpose Sebastian Fischer, Christian Lauer 
and George Unruh each gave five acres of his own free land 
voluntarily and with Christian liberality.” 


On this land the congregation erected a new church and named 
it Christ Lutheran Church, laying the cornerstone May 12, 1743, 
and dedicating it Christmas Day, 1743. The original foundation 
stones can still be seen in the driveway just west of the church. 


The Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, having arrived in 
Philadelphia Nov. 25, 1742, appeared in the Tulpehocken area in 
the summer of 1743. He found the Lutherans of Christ Church in 
disagreement over Pastor J. Casper Stoever who, together with one 
Lautbecker, had been serving Reed’s Church during the “Tulpe- 
hocken Confusion”. Conrad Weiser, who by this time had become 
a prominent member of the congregation was opposed to having 
either of these men serve Christ Church because of their connection 
with the strife at Reed’s Church. Apparently influenced by the reports 
of Conrad Weiser and his own personal estimation of the situation, 
Muhlenberg advised the congregation to call as its pastor, the Rev. 
Tobias Wagner, originally from Wuertenberg. 


The pastorate of Tobias Wagner seemed to lack the necessary 
degree of harmony between pastor and congregation. Pastor Muhlen- 
berg tried to reconcile the two parties and bring about an under- 
standing. Pastor Wagner left the parish shortly afterward. (Among 
the marriages Pastor Wagner had performed is that of Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg to Anna Maria Weiser, daughter of Conrad Weiser, 
on Friday after Easter, 1745.) After he left, the congregation was 
supplied by Muhlenberg, Peter Brunnholtz, John N. Kurtz and John 
H. Schaum. Finally in 1746 the congregation called John Kurtz 
as its pastor. 
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In 1747 the first parsonage was built and occupied by Kurtz. 
In 1748 Christ Church and the congregation at Nord Kiel (Bern- 
ville) petitioned for the ordination of Kurtz and at the first meeting 
of the Min. of Penna. he was ordained, the first ordination by the 
Min. of Penna. 

The Moravians continued in possession of Reed’s Church until 
1747 when, so advised by Conrad Weiser, the Lutherans took pos- 
session and Kurtz then preached there regularly. 

In 1747 Conrad Weiser advanced money to furnish the church 
with pews. In 1751 the church was fully completed and in 1752 an 
organ was installed. In 1755 a wall was erected to enclose the 
cemetery and in 1758 the school was built. 

Between 1755 and 1757 the Tulpehocken area suffered greatly 
from the violence of the French and Indian War. On July 5, 1757, 
Pastor Kurtz wrote to Pastor Muhlenberg explaining how on the 
morning of that day three men and four children who had been 
murdered and scalped by the Indians, were buried in the church 
cemetery. 

After Kurtz left the parish to serve in York, the Rev. Chris- 
topher E. Schultze became pastor in 1771. In 1776 Pastor Schultze 
married Eve Elizabeth Muhlenberg, daughter of Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg. Their third child, John Andrew Melchior Schultze, born 
in the parsonage, became a licensed pastor in 1796. He was ordained 
in 1800 and assisted his father for a time before resigning because 
of ill health. In 1806 he became a member of the state legislature. 
In 1821 he became Senator of Pennsylvania and was twice elected 
governor of this state (1821-1829). 

The present church building was erected in 1785-1786. Pastor 
Schultze served until his death, Mar. 9, 1809. There was no regular 
pastor until July 1811, when the Rev. Daniel Ulrich accepted a call. 
At this time the congregations at Womelsdorf, Myerstown and Schaef- 
ferstown withdrew from the parish formerly served by Pastor Schultze. 

The second organ was installed in 1837. In 1850 the church 
was renovated, shutters secured for lower windows, wood work re- 
painted, new stoves purchased and cemetery enlarged. Pastor Ulrich 
served until 1851. 

In 1852 the Rev. Lewis G. Eggers became pastor. In 1855 a 
beifry and steeple and 1500 lb. bell were added. In 1866 a consti- 
tution was adopted in which adherence of the congregation to the 
Confessions of the Lutheran Church and the tie connecting the pastor 
and the congregation to the Min. of Penna. was clearly set forth. 
Pastor Eggers resigned in 1866 because of ill health, but continued 
preaching until 1867. 

In June 1868, the Rev. Frederick P. Mayser accepted a call. 
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The first written S. S. records are from this period. Mayser resigned 
in 1874 and was succeeded by the Rev. A. Johnson Long. 


In 1884 the church was extensively damaged by the explosion 
of the powder mill situated several hundred yards southeast of the 
church. Only the walls were retained. It was rebuilt and consecrated 
Dec. 26, 1885, for $6500. A Krause organ installed in 1837 was 
renovated. The new cemetery was dedicated in 1879. 


Aug. 1, 1887, a fire caused by lightning reduced the church once 
more to four stone walls. It was rebuilt at a cost of $7500. A new 
bell was dedicated June 16, 1888, the S. S. room on June 17 and 
the church on Oct. 6-7. Sometime later a $1200 organ was installed 
and the sesquicentennial anniversary was observed Sept. 3, 1894. 


After the death of Pastor Long Sept. 13, 1908, the Rev. William 
S. Dry became pastor in June 1909. At this time English and German 
services were used alternately except at communion and confirmation 
when English was used. In 1912 the church was redecorated and 
a steam heating system installed at a cost of $798. 


In 1916 a parsonage was built at the west end of town for 
$5500. In 1917 three English services were held for every one in 
German. Pastor Dry resigned in 1921 and the Rev. David F. Longacre 
became pastor in 1922 at which time all services were in English. 


In 1922 a pavilion was erected in the adjoining grove for picnics 
and reunions. July 2, 1922, an amendment was added to the con- 
stitution giving women the right to vote at congregational meetings. 
In 1925 the church was wired for electricity. Pastor Longacre was 
the first regular pastor of Christ to wear clerical vestments. He 
resigned Nov. 15, 1926, and the Rev. E. Richard Acker became 
pastor from June 1927 to Sept. 1929. During this time the choir 
used vestments for the first time. 


June 15, 1930, the Rev. Karl S. Henry became pastor. In 1931 
a $3900 Moller organ was installed, the grove pavilion enlarged, 
modern gas stoves installed, and a bandstand erected. Several years 
later a stone and bronze bulletin board was erected at the entrance 
to the driveway. In 1938 the church was renovated at a cost of $2581 
and rededicated Sept. 4, 1938. During that same week services were 
held marking the congregation’s 195th anniversary. Pastor Henry 
resigned June 2, 1941, to serve on the Home Missions Board of the 
Min. of Penna. 


Oct. 1, 1941, the Rev. Luther N. Schaeffer became pastor. In 
1942 the Church School rooms were renovated at a cost of $400. 
In June 1943 the congregation celebrated its 200th anniversary with 
special services. A congregational history was published in connec- 
tion with this anniversary. Pastor Schaeffer resigned in 1946 to 
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become pastor of the Millcreek Parish, comprised of Newmanstown, 
Millbach and Richland formerly belonging to the Stouchsburg Parish. 
Christ and Altalaha, Rehrersburg, continue to the present as the 
Stouchsburg Parish. 

The Rev. Martin L. Rothenberger became pastor in 1947 and 
served until 1954. In 1947 the parish schedule was arranged so as 
to permit services every Sunday at Christ and Altalaha. 

Pastor John O. Ballantine served from June 1954 to Feb. 1956 
and was succeeded by the Rev. George C. Myers, Jr. In 1956 a 
two-year program of catechetical instruction was put into effect and 
in 1957 the number of communions was increased to eight each 
year. In 1957 the congregation participated in the Evangelism 
Mission of the Reading Conf. A $1200 Boy Scout Building was 
erected in the grove. Dec. 1, 1957, the congregation adopted a new 
constitution which calls for a rotating church council and permits 
women church council members. Christ was incorporated Mar. 3, 
1958. In 1958 the first Vacation Church School was conducted, a 
new heating system installed at a cost of $2100, in addition to ex- 
tensive repairs to the roof and east wall repointed. In Nov. 
the congregation participated in the Stewardship Sector Project. 

Organizations include: Church School begun 1871, membership 
214, William T. Matthew, supt.; ULCM organized 1934, presently 
numbers 20; ULCW organized 1938, presently numbers 28; The 
Aid Society organized 1885, presently numbers 40; Luther League, 
reorganized 1957 numbers 14. 

Christ Church has given three sons to the ministry: John Andrew 
Melchior Schultze, ord. 1800; John W. Klingler, ord. 1883; William 
Klopp Fisher, ord. 1900. 

Original church councilmen were: Christian Walborn, Nicholas 
Schwingel, Baltas Anspach, Adam Lesch, Leonhard Hollstein, 
Johannes Immel, Michael Koppenheffer, Michael Mueller, Conrad 
Weiser, Martin Batdorff, Andreas Creuser, Abraham Lauck, Leon- 
hard Grao. 

1958 church councilmen were: Irvin J. Bollinger, David J. 
Manwiller, Jay I. Brown, Luke L. Schoener, Willoughby H. Becker, 
Paul J. Bickel, Irwin J. Bollinger, William G. Fichthorn, Jr., Paul S. 
Greth, Kenneth G. Heffelfinger, Warren D. Holzman, Edward S. 
Klopp, Edward J. Miller, George J. Rauch, Russell R. Smeltzer, 
Robert A. Webber. 

Baptized membership is 476, confirmed 373, communing 299, 
valuation of property $162,622, indebtedness $2515, current budget 
$15,397, benevolence budget $3140. 
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Community, Vinemont 


Nov. 5, 1922, a Sunday School was organized in the Vinemont 
schoolhouse with an attendance of 35 persons. At a Children’s Day 
service June 8, 1924, an announcement was made by Mrs. Charles 
T. Haines, supt., that the offering that day would go toward the 
beginning of a building fund for a chapel; the offering amounted to 
$10.24. May 1923, a S. S. was reorganized in Schearer’s School- 
house in upper Fritztown, which S. S. had its roots in another S. S. 
started in the same schoolhouse in 1884. Late in 1924, under the 
leadership of Mrs. Walter J. Shearer, then supt., a building fund was 
instituted by this S. S. April 25, 1928, a joint meeting of both schools 
was held in the Vinemont Schoolhouse. It was voted to build that 
year. Ground was purchased on the highway half way between the 
two schools. June 18, 1928, ground was broken and building was 
begun. This building, the present church, at a cost of $16,000, was 
finished and dedicated Nov. 4, 1928. S. S. services were held con- 
tinuously in the intervening years with but one interruption, Feb. 16, 
1958, which was due to a snow storm. 


COMMUNITY, VINEMONT 


Church services were held regularly every two weeks, in the 
evening, almost from the completion date of the building. Pastors 
of various denominations took charge of all services. Dec. 6, 1931, 
a meeting was called by the Mission Board of the Min. of Penna. 
for the purpose of forming a congregation. The Rev. William H. 
Kline, then pres. of the Reading Conf., took charge of this meeting. 
A motion was made by Mrs. Charles T. Haines and seconded by 
Mrs. J. Albert Preston that a congregation be formed under the 
United Lutheran Church of America. Twenty-three persons voted 
unanimously to approve it. The first church council included C. O. 
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Garrison, Leroy G. Miller, Mahlon D. Winter, Christian Kummer, 
Milton V. Law, Harvey K. Texter and J. Albert Preston. The newly 
installed councilmen held their first meeting and decided upon a 
meeting place for their next assembly. A charter was obtained and 
signed by 40 persons. The Mission Board asked the Rev. Dr. Morris 
S. Greth, Lutheran pastor and professor at Albright College, to take 
charge of the services. Under his leadership service was held on the 
first Sunday in Jan. 1932. A class of eight young people was formed 
who were confirmed at the first communion on Whitsunday. May 
10, 11, and 12, 1932, formal Dedicatory Services were held. 

Vinemont Community Lutheran Church became a member of 
the Wernersville Parish when it was formed in 1946, and remained 
a member until the parish was dissolved in 1957. 

Through the years the following improvements have been made 
to the church: pews 1940; hymn boards 1941; paraments 1942; 
heating system 1947; Steinway concert piano, Hammond organ 
1949; chairs in Nursery, Beginner and Primary Depts. 1950; reno- 
vations and improvements to recreation room and choir gowns 
1951; exterior of building refinished with Brickote, new roof, altar 
cross 1952; receiving and offering plates, credence bracket 1953; 
storm windows and screens 1954; altar and appointments, dossal 
curtain and clock in Primary Dept. 1955; interior painting, acous- 
tical tile ceiling, overhead lighting system, sound system, nursery 
equipment, 60 used service books, cabinets for Primary Dept., port- 
able blackboard, kitchen sink, drilling well on property 1958. 

Beginning in 1943 and ever since, this congregation has always 
paid its apportioned benevolence in full. From the beginning of Lu- 
theran World Action programs, Vinemont has met all in full. CHEY 
fund drive was completely paid in its first year. Muhlenberg College 
and Germantown Home for Aged Appeals were also paid in full. 

Organizations are ULCW started in 1953 with 12 mem- 
bers, now 14; Luther League started 1945 with 8 members, now 21; 
Friendly Circle started 1935 with 8 members, now 8; Dart Ball Team 
started 1956 with 10 members, now 10; Soft Ball Team started 
1958 with 12 members, now 12; Choir started 1932 with 6 mem- 
bers, now 12. 

Pastors of the congregation are: the Revs. Morris S. Greth 
(Supply), Jan. 1932-Nov. 1932; Paul Wertman (Supply), Nov. 
1932-May 1933; Nevin Gearhart (Supply), May 1933-Jan. 1938; 
Elmer F. Wenrich (Supply), Feb. 1938-Feb. 1946; Clarence R. 
Schaffer, Mar. 1946-Aug. 1952; Byron Somers, Dec. 1952-Oct. 1957; 
Rufus E. Kern (Supply), Nov. 1957-Mar. 1958; John Hassler, Mar. 
1958 to present. 

Present S. S. officers are: supt., J. Warren Shearer; asst. supt., 
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Mrs. Lawrence Gruber; treas., Lawrence Gruber; sec., Mrs. Edgar 
Ruth; fin. sec., Richard Reinhold and Perry Emes. 

A faithful worker is C. Walter Troop, organist from 1951 to 
present. 

1958 councilmen were: Richard Fisher, Charles Tothero, Jr., 
Harry Riegel, Aaron Minnich, Russell Steffy, Robert Steely, Robert 
Emes: 

Baptized membership is 214, confirmed 111, communing 103, 
S. S. enrollment 142. Church property valuation is $110,000 and is 
completely debt free. 
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Epiphany, South Temple 

After the necessary canvass, the Rev. U. S. G. Bertolet, D.D., 
supt. of Home Missions of the Min. of Penna., organized a Sunday 
School in the community hall of South Temple, April 27, 1930, with 
25 persons enrolled. Aug. 20, 1931, a building lot, located at Seventh 
Ave. and North Temple Blvd. was purchased. Aug. 23, 1931, 
ground was broken and the first session in the new church was held 
Dec. 27, 1931. The congregation was organized Jan. 20, 1932, with 
a charter membership of 43 persons. 

The following comprised the first church council: R. E. Weiden- 
hammer, Leroy M. Berg, Clarence Hyneman, Raymond B. Mengel, 
Edward Rapp, George Kelchner, Floyd C. Reinhold, Howard Hoover 
and Laurence Viering. 

The church was dedicated Jan. 31, 1932. The Revasieaee: 
Pfatteicher, DD., pres. of the Min. preached the sermon and Supt. 
Bertolet officiated. 
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Until the church was erected the S. S. continued to meet 
regularly in the community hall. Students from the Philadelphia Sem- 
inary had charge of the work. Marvin Schmehl and Carl H. Moyer 
were two students who made definite contributions toward this work. 
Raymond B. Mengel was elected the first supt. of the S. S. in 1932. 
The Brotherhood was organized May 20, 1935, with Clarence B. 
Hassler, the first pres. The Luther League was organized Oct. 
31, 1932, with Carl Newpher, pres. The organization of the Ladies’ 
Aid took place Dec. 4, 1931, with Mrs. C. Hagenbuch as pres. 

From the beginning, the Board of Home Missions gave con- 
siderable financial assistance in the form of loans as well as aid 
toward the pastor’s salary. These loans were entirely liquidated in 
Jan. 1942. 

In 1943 the congregation purchased a parsonage, next to the 
church, at 625 N. Temple Blvd. The S. S. rooms located on the first 
floor of the church were completely renovated in 1952. The walls 
were covered with knotty pine and a new ceiling and tile floor added. 

The following pastors have served: the Revs. Eldred K. Stauffer 
1932-1944; Martin L. Rothenberger 1944-1947; Walter R. Krouse 
1947-1948; Donald L. Steinhauer 1948-1951; John A. Kaercher 
1951-1956; Albert F. Klepfer 1956 to present. 

Epiphany has one son in the ministry, the Rev. John D. New- 
pher, S.T.D. ordained in 1945 and pastor of Ascension Church, 
Philadelphia. 

Every fifth year since organization the congregation has observed 
the anniversary with special services. 

In 1958 the following improvements were made: new pews 
installed, ceiling insulated, floors refinished, walls painted and new 
carpet. In June ground was broken for an educational building which 
was dedicated Nov. 23, 1958, with a total cost of $35,000. 

1958 church council included: John L. Phillips, Harlan M. 
Mayers, James A. Mease, Clifford R. Gries, Howard P. Hoover, 
Philip B. Myers, Kenneth G. Reitnouer, Curtis E. Shollenberger 
and Harold E. Schweitzer. 

Baptized membership is 432, confirmed 313, communing 230, 
S. S. enrollment 240, valuation of property $120,000, indebtedness 
$19,000, current and benevolence budget for 1958 was $23,250. 


Faith, Mt. Penn 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Faith, 210 North 25th 
St., Mt. Penn, was founded April 22, 1887. The original site of 
the church was at 23rd and Cumberland Sts. Faith Chapel, built 
by members of Trinity Church, Reading, under the leadership of the 
Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry, pastor, was erected in 1885. Cornerstone 
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was laid May 24, 1885, and it was dedicated Nov. 14, 1885. The 
first church council consisted of John Endlich, John A. Folk, Henry 
E. Barth, Herman Erhardt, Charles A. Folk and William M. Wells. 
The congregation was incorporated Sept. 25, 1916. 

In 1921 a new parsonage was built and in 1925 basement of 
the church was excavated. In 1928 the present property was pur- 
chased from the Mt. Penn Tennis Assn. and dedicated Oct. 
14, 1928. Dec. 2, 1934, the new basement was dedicated, the exca- 
vation having been made by the men of the church. Thomas L. 
Hain built the Primary Dept. altar which was dedicated Mar. 23, 
1947, along with the church interior which was redecorated and 
rededicated at the same service. May 4, 1947, the new Fritsche pipe 
organ was dedicated. In 1950 the Altar Guild presented the dossal 


BATCH Mil aPENN 


hanging and in 1951 the senior choir presented the Maas organ 
chimes. The Ladies’ Aid added the art windows in 1952. Ground 
breaking services for the Church School annex were held Oct. 24, 
1954. The Senner Memorial Chancel was dedicated Mar. 27, 1955. 

The 25th anniversary was observed April 22, 1912, and the 
35th anniversary in June 1922. At the 50th anniversary in 1937 
the sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. J. O. Henry, supt. of the 
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Lutheran Home at Topton, and greetings in S. S. were by Rudolph 
J. Calm, supt. Bethany S. S., Stony Creek Mills. The 50th 
anniversary congregational dinner was held April 22, 1937, 50 
years to the day of organization. George M. Jones, of Trinity, 
Reading, who was present at the dedication of the original Faith 
Chapel, Nov. 14, 1885, was the guest speaker. Ida Wentzel, wife 
of Rudolph J. Calm and her sister, Sadie Wentzel, wife of John Huck, 
members of the first confirmation class were the only living charter 
members present. The Rev. Rufus E. Kern, Hamburg, pres. of the 
Reading Conf., delivered the sermon at the final 50th anniversary 
observance services. 

The 25th anniversary of the pastorate of the Rev. David U. 
Druckenmiller, as pastor of Faith, Mt. Penn and Bethany, Stony 
Creek Mills, was observed Mar. 30, 1952, at a combined service 
of the two congregations in Mt. Penn High School auditorium. The 
combined choirs of both churches sang and the sermon was delivered 
by the Rev. Dr. Emil E. Fischer, pres. of Synod. Over 700 persons 
attended. 

Sept. 15, 1952, Faith became self-supporting and Pastor 
Druckenmiller resigned as pastor of Bethany congregation. 

In 1954 a Building Fund of $30,000 was subscribed and ground 
breaking services for the S. S. annex were held. 

The 70th anniversary began with Fellowship Night, April 24, 
1957, with the Rev. Raymond J. Heckman, only surviving former 
pastor, serving as guest speaker. April 28, 1957, the final anniversary 
service was held with the Rev. William R. Seaman, D.D., Souderton, 
delivering the sermon. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. L. J. Bickel 1887-1890; 
H. W. Warmkessel 1891-1897; L. D. Lazarus 1898-1901; J. F. 
Snyder 1902-1918; E. C. Crouthamel 1918-1919; R. J. Heckman 
1920-1924; J. H. Young 1925-1926; D. U. Druckenmiller 1927 to 
present. 

The Ladies’ Aid Society, active since the church’s founding, 
presently numbers 54. The Women’s Missionary Society, organized 
prior to 1927, has a membership of 24. The Altar Guild, organized 
in 1945, comprises 12 members, and the Luther League, organized _ 
in 1922 has 12 members. The Senior Choir, organized in 1927, 
numbers 22 and is under the direction of Mrs. Richard B. Welcome, 
organist. The Junior Choir, under the leadership of Mrs. Paul A. 
Wacha, has 24 enrolled. The S. S., organized in 1884 with 40 mem- 
bers, by Trinity Church, Reading, now has 224 enrolled. 

Sons in the ministry are: Norman M. Schlegel, ordained 1931, 
son of Murray and Alice Schlegel; Richard E. Bieber, ordained 
1951, son of Ernst and Agnes Bieber; Edwin L. Druckenmiller, 
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senior in Mt. Airy Seminary, son of Pastor and Mrs. Druckenmiller. 

First Class Scout, John G. Conz, was granted the Pro Deo 
et Patria award in scouting, Feb. 8, 1959, the first boy of the con- 
gregation to earn this award. 

1958 church council included: Charles Fox, Wilbur J. Williams, 
John W. Carl, Ralph L. Osman, Ray T. Howell, Bruce D. Kieffer, 
Franklin M. Koller, H. Leroy Painter, Wayne H. Phillips, Charles 
A. Snell and J. William Trump. Paul E. Calm is S. S. supt. 

Baptized membership is 1070, confirmed 777, communing 580, 
valuation of property $102,000, indebtedness $15,000, total current 
and benevolence budget $24,862. 


Friedens, Albany ‘Township 


Friedens Church is located in Stony Run about eight miles 
north of Kutztown. Its founding grew out of a dispute at “Red 
Church” (Allemangel) now known as Jerusalem. A part of the 
then existing congregation withdrew taking with them the Rev. 
Daniel Schumacher. The exact reason for separation is unknown 
although its roots seem to have been grounded in a possible merger 
with Moravians in the locality. The group which withdrew moved 
to a site approximately one mile west of the now existing Red Church. 
(The original location was somewhere between the two now existing 
churches.) It was at this new location in Wessnersville (now Stony 
Run) that the new church was organized and was named the “Weisse 
Kirche” or Friedens Church. As far as can be ascertained this church 
was “union” in origin although actual credit is given to the Rev. 
Daniel Schumacher. 

In 1774 when the structure was completed and ready for wor- 
ship services, a Reformed pastor, the Rev. Frederick J. Berger, ap- 
peared on the scene. The number of charter members in both con- 
gregations is unknown; however, it appears to have been few, due 
to the four years involved in building the first structure. 

In 1840 the second building was erected of stone which still 
stands today. The Lutheran pastor at this time was G. F. Iaeger. 
Since that time, no major renovations have taken place within the 
edifice itself other than redecoration in 1918. There has been a 
rather rapid decline in population in the area to which this church 
gives service. This has hampered any real progress. In addition the 
area has suffered from an over abundance of churches. Consequently, 
negotiations have taken place between Jerusalem Church and 
Friedens Church to arrange a possible exchange of buildings. To 
the present, these meetings have accomplished little, other than 
bringing the problems of the rural church to light. 

Records are unfortunately not complete nor accurate. For that 
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reason the founding fathers and first church council are not available. 
It is possible that those active in construction of the first building 
were also among the leaders of organization. The Rev. Schumacher 
read the following at the cornerstone laying in 1774: “John Wessner, 
Henry Zimmerman, John Klueck, George Preasch labored so faith- 
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FRIEDENS, ALBANY TOWNSHIP 


fully for the church and encouraged the others, that they won the 
congregation’s and my love. May the Holy Trinity graciously bless 
them for what they have done and accomplished. Amen”. 
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The following pastors have served: the Revs. Daniel Schu- 
macher 1771-1774; Frederick Miller, John M. Schaefer, Frederic 
Engel, John F. Obenhaussen 1774-1825; G. F. J. laeger 1825-1874; 
B. S. Smoll 1874-1896; O. S. Scheirer 1896-1914; J. O. Schlenker 
1914-1926; Ira W. Klick 1927-1947; Addison Planz 1947-1948; 
Craig Dorward 1949-1957; Paul H. Spohn 1958 to present. 

Outstanding anniversaries have been the centennial celebrated 
Sept. 4, 1875, and the 150th celebrated Oct. 31, 1929. 

Organizations consist of a Ladies’ Aid, organized in 1949 with 
110 members and now has 73. Senior Choir dates back to early 
history, but no record exists of date of organization. Mrs. William 
Schroeder, present organist, has served for 47 years. 

1958 church council included: Oliver Camp, Franklin Keim, 
Lee Hummel, Alvin Wisser, Alton Wiesner, William Wright, Marlin 
Guinther, Clark Bittner, Webster Miller, Ralph Dietrich. 

Baptized membership is 259, confirmed 213, communing 140, 
S. S. enrollment 125, valuation of property $65,000, current and 
benevolence budget $3102. 


Friedens, Bernville ) 


Evangelical Lutheran Friedens Church of Penn Township, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, was incorporated Sept. 7, 1896. The 
constitution recommended by General Council was adopted Dec. 
Vis] 1896) 

Lutherans along the Northkill Creek organized as a congrega- 
tion by the Rev. John Casper Stoever in 1730. A log church was 
erected in 1742 on land granted, one acre by Gottfried Fidler and 
another acre by Samuel Filbert’s will dated Dec. 25, 1745. The land 
grant “continues as long as this church remains shall be called Evan- 
gelical Lutheran forever’”—Witnesses: the Rev. John Casper Stoever, 
Jacob Hartman, John George Haag, Albrecht Strause. 

In 1791 because the old church building was so poor and 
unsound, a new edifice was erected. 

The church was made union on July 26, 1834, with payment 
of $101 by 36 Lutherans and 16 Reformeds in ignorance, not realiz- 
ing such a move was forbidden by the earlier constitution. In 1861 
the organist’s brick house, 24 by 26 feet was built. May 1896 the 
Lutheran Friedens congregation decided to build a purely Lutheran 
edifice on the old Lutheran ground offering the Reformed people 
$1000 for peaceful settlement. The present Friedens Church is built 
of brown stone, Gothic style. The cornerstone was laid Oct. 3, 1897, 
dedicated Sept. 18, 1898, with Dr. T. E. Schmauk as guest speaker. 
The Reformeds decided to build opposite the old church ground with 
a faction of Lutherans to make there a union church. 
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The 200th anniversary was observed with the Rev. L. R. 
Miller officiating. Guest preacher was Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, pres. 
of the Min. of Penna. 

Mar. 12, 1948, the congregation united with the newly organized 
Shartlesville Parish comprising St. Paul’s, New Schaefferstown; Christ, 
Little Tulpehocken; Friedens, Shartlesville; and Friedens, Bernville, 
with parsonage in Shartlesville on land donated by Mr. and Mrs. 
John E. Seitzinger. The first Lutheran Parish council consisted of 
John E. Seitzinger, Edgar Rentschler and Paul Holzman. 
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FRIEDENS, BERNVILLE 


In 1954 the church was insulated, all stained glass windows 
repaired, and painted at a cost of $2250. Oil heating and inside 
toilets were also installed, basement excavated by volunteer labor of 
members for Fellowship Room, kitchenette and other improvements 
all of which were dedicated April 1956. These improvements were 
made under the co-leadership of Dr. and Mrs. LeRoy J. Kline, 
councilmen, Raymond Stump, Edith Kirkhoff, Mrs. Evelyn Kline, Roy 
Bubbenmoyer, Vernon M. Reifsynder, Lawrence Miller, Ray Klopp, 
Clarence Mengel, Ralph Balthaser, Daniel Bagenstose. Other volun- 
teers on improvements were Frank Degler, 93 years old, Miss Annie 
Schock, 84 years old, Elmer Schrack, 80 years old, Irwin Kirkhoff, 
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John Burkhart, Rosa Kirkhoff, Dr. and Mrs. Harold L. Strause and 
ladies and youth of the congregation. 

In 1958 a new roof was put on the building. 

In 1957, 25 members of the disbanded St. Thomas Lutheran 
congregation, Bernville, were received making one Lutheran church 
in Bernville to maintain the spiritual and historic Lutheran faith. 

Mrs. J. Paul Burkhart resigned in 1958 after more than 50 
years as organist and Prof. J. Paul Burkhart also resigned after 
more than 50 years as supt. of the S. S. and sexton. 

Pastors who have served include: the Revs. John Casper 
Stoever 1730-47, 1762-63, 1770; Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 1747; 
John N. Kurtz 1747-1762; C. Emanuel Schultze 1770-1789; John 
Andrew Schultze 1796-1802; John Knoske 1807-1808; G. Henry 
Remensnyder 1808-1810; Daniel Ulrich 1811-1839; Marcus Harpel 
1840-1845; J. C. Smith 1845-1855; Charles Russ 1856-1858; Hugo 
Grahn 1858-1866; Thomas Steck 1866-1868; D. D. Trexler 1868- 
1876; J. J. Cressman 1877-1901; C. Eo Kastlers(suppigi Gt 
1903; H. L. Straub 1903-1905; D. G. Gerberich (supply) 1906- 
1912; Lawrence R. Miller 1912-1947; J. Robert Mayer 1948-1950; 
Ernest A. F. Kallenbach 1951 to present. 

Friedens, Bernville, has given five sons to the ministry: the Revs. 
George M. Scheidy, A. M. Weber, Dr. Samuel G. Trexler and Dr. 
Charles D. Trexler, and theological student Martin Luther Trexler 
died shortly before ordination. A sixth son, Philip Kline, is now a 
second year student at Gettysburg Seminary. 

1958 councilmen were: pres., the Rev. E. A. F. Kallenbach; 
vice-pres., Raymond Stump; sec., Dr. LeRoy J. Kline; treas., Edith 
Kirkhoff, Lawrence J. Miller, Mrs. Albert S. Kline, Vernon M. 
Reifsynder, Roy Bubbenmoyer. 

Baptized membership is 219, confirmed 157, communing 140, 
S. S. enrollment 116. Valuation of property is $53,000. 1958 budget 
for current expenses was $2,500, benevolence $960. 


Friedens, Lenhartsville 


This congregation sprang largely from members of Dunkel’s 
church, three miles southeast of Lenhartsville. In 1855 citizens of Len- 
hartsville and vicinity resolved, because of inconvenience and dis- 
tance to other churches to build a union church, Lutheran and Re- 
formed. The site selected was on the state road several hundred yards 
east of Lenhartsville on a plot of ground 103 perches, donated by 
George Merkel and his wife, Fanny. This same couple gave a large 
plot for cemetery purposes. 

Ground was broken and cornerstone was laid June 1, 1856. 
Lutheran members of the joint church council at the time were: 
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John A. Dietrich, Reuben A. Dietrich, Samuel Baver, George Mer- 
kel and George Yenser. 

The edifice was finally completed and solemnly dedicated May 
31, 1857, at a cost of $5785.94, which included the church, stable 
for pastors’ teams, a fence and interest. It is a plain one-story brick 
edifice, large and lofty with a belfry. The tower containing a bell 
was erected in 1901. 

In 1880 “certain troubles and difficulties arose among the 
members whereby its constitution came into question”. May 8, 1880, 
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a new constitution was accepted by the membership of both congre- 
gations. Nathan Stump, Reuben A. Dietrich and Samuel Baver rep- 
resented the Lutheran congregation on the constitution committee. 
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In 1894 and again in 1922, the cemetery adjoining the church 
was enlarged. In 1907 a substantial and ornamental iron fence was 
placed in front of the church. The church was remodeled in 1928. 
The 100th anniversary was observed June 3, 1956. The congrega- 
tion is not incorporated. 

The following pastors have served: the Revs. G. F. J. laeger 
1857-1870; F. K. Huntzinger 1870-1875; Benjamin Smoll 1876- 
1880; Daniel D. Trexler 1880-1913; William K. Fisher 1913-1938; 
Robert A. Laubach 1938-1939; John L. Reiner 1940-1943; Samuel 
K. Kistler 1944-1957; Clarence C. Moore 1958 to present. 

1958 church councilmen were: Russell M. Wisser, Burnet B. 
Kerschner, Miles Schroeder, William Kleinknecht, Joseph T. Wisser, 
Austin W. Fritch, Sherwood F. Stump, Carl R. Wisser, Audrey K. 
Heiney. 

Baptized membership is 242, confirmed 168, communing 85, 
S.S. enrollment 172, valuation of property $25,000, current and 
benevolence budget $2887. 


Friedens, Oley 


The organization of Friedens Church under a union arrange- 
ment with the Reformed Church, originated in a desire of members 
of both denominations residing in the northern and western sections 
of Oley Township, the southern section of Ruscombmanor Town- 
ship and the eastern section of Alsace Township. These residents 
were members of Oley (Christ) or Zion (Spies), Alsace Township. 
At a meeting Jan. 1, 1830, the people of Oley (often designated as 
Friedensburg) appointed a building committee. Jan. 5, 1830, Henry 
Dengler executed a deed in trust for 133 perches of land to Jacob 
Reiff, John Hunter, Sr., Solomon Boyer and Abraham Haas, “for 
the use of a church in which the Christian religion might be taught 
in German according to the several doctrines of the Lutheran and 
Calvinistic churches”. A campaign for subscriptions was conducted 
among interested members and it realized almost sufficient funds 
to pay for the church as planned. Some contributed cash, some labor, 
and others building materials, wood, stone, etc. 

Ground breaking was in early spring of 1830 and the corner- 
stone was laid May 23. As was customary, a schoolhouse was also 
built the same year, adjacent to the church. The completed church 
was 35 by 45 feet with galleries on three sides and seating capacity of 
400 and cost $1678.11. The first baptismal service was that of 
Solomon S. Reider, Aug. 13, 1831, and first Holy Communion was 
Oct. 23, 1831, with 15 communing Lutherans. Both congregations 
had a hard struggle during the early years because many of the people 
were not willing to sever ties with neighboring churches. However 
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during the 50’s a better organization was brought about and steps 
taken to have the church incorporated. The older group objected 
because these congregations as organized were to be independent 
of corporations unto the end of time. In 1854 they became a joint 
body known as the “Corporation of the German Reformed and 
Lutheran Congregations of Friedens Church”. According to the 
charter the right to conduct business of the corporation is vested in 
a board of seven trustees elected by members of the congregation and 
the lot owners of the cemetery. With the incorporation of the con- 
gregations may also be associated the establishment of the cemetery 
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organization, the care of which fell under the jurisdiction of the 
board of trustees. This actually became a threefold corporate body. 
In about half a century the Lutheran congregation numbered 
about 256 members. It was decided Jan. 31, 1886, to build a new 
church. The 56 year old church was torn down and the cornerstone 
of the new building was laid May 16, 1886. Offerings at this service 
were $149.66. The church, seating 600 and costing $10,190.06, 
was entirely paid by dedication Dec. 18, 19, 1886. It is 45 feet by 
86 feet and of brick construction. Originally the steeple built at 
the side was 119 feet high and the bell weighed more than 2000 Ibs. 


87 


In 1923 the high steeple was removed at a cost of $4332. The 
church auditorium was also used for S. S. sessions of the congrega- 
tions, so the need for more adequate facilities was discussed. In 
1926 a basement was constructed for S. S. purposes, the nave was 
remodeled and chancel enlarged to provide space for a new Moller 
organ. Total cost of these items was $50,000 and the church was 
rededicated in Dec. 1927. 

The centennial celebration was observed June 8, 11 and 15, 
1930, as well as the 125th anniversary Nov. 1955, with appropriate 
services by the joint congregations. 

Friedens Lutheran Church will become a separately incorpor- 
ated body within the year 1959. It has been a part of the Amity- 
ville Parish since 1885. Beginning Jan. 1, 1960, it will support its 
own pastor. 

A Union S. S. was organized in 1839 with sessions in the old 
schoolhouse, later moving to the new schoolhouse, but sessions were 
conducted only in the summer until 1867 when meetings were held 
every Sunday. In 1886 it was moved to the rear of the church. It 
continued to grow until each congregation had to conduct its own 
school, which proved to be a blessing, permitting each school to use 
denominational literature and methods. 

Lutheran S. S. supts. were Daniel D. Hoch and John Endy 
as well as others designated. Under division since 1898 the supts. 
were the Rev. D. C. Kauffman, John Schell, Daniel Rothenberger, 
Charles Hoch, Charles L. Glase, H. Ralph Yerger and Newton W. 
Geiss. Newton W. Geiss has served for 32 years. Charles L. Glase, 
a former supt., has taught the Adult Bible Class for more than 50 
years and was so honored in 1955. H. Ralph Yerger has taught the 
Young Ladies’ Bible Class for 45 years. 

Feb. 19, 1871, a Missionary Society was organized under the 
guidance of the Rev. Thomas T. Iaeger, who served as its first pres- 
ident. The object was to promote the cause of benevolence and 
missions in the congregation. Later the Society was affiliated with 
the Women’s Missionary Society of the ULCA. During the war years, 
the Society failed to have regular meetings and its leaders either 
died or moved. The Society was reactivated in 1957 and is affiliated 
with the ULCW located in the Kutztown District, with a member- 
ship of 12, and under the guidance of its pres., Mrs. Paul J. 
Dundore, the pastor’s wife. 

The Dorcas Society was organized Sept. 15, 1894, under the 
pastorate of the Rev. U. P. Heilman. The society is active and true 
to its name, constantly working for the church. There are 35 mem- 
bers and the pres. is Mrs. Ray W. Heffner. 

Sons in the ministry: the Rev. David C. Kaufman, and the 
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Rev. Roger C. Kaufman, sons of Frank Y. and Hannah B. Kaufman; 
the Rev. Nathan B. Yerger, son of Henry and Ida Yerger; the Rev. 
Webster K. Reinert, son of George W. and Amelia Hess Reinert; 
the Rev. Martin L. Rothenberger, son of Charles S. and Ellie Reinert 
Rothenberger. 

Organists have been: George Brownmiller, James Leinbach, 
J. B. Herzog, Calvert Northeimer, Lawrence Mathias, Robert W. 
Mattern and Miss Katherine M. Bossler. 

The senior choir has 24 voices and the junior choir 26 voices. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. Isaac Roeller 1830- 
1838; Daniel Kohler 1838-1848; A. T. Geissenhainer 1848-1849; 
George F. Miller 1849-1853; G. A. Hinterleitner 1853-1866; Thomas 
T. Iaeger 1866-1883; U. P. Heilman 1883-1897; W. U. Kistler 
1897-1904; Anson W. Lindenmuth 1905-1910; Harry W. Fitting 
1911-1915; Horace B. Ritter 1915-1926; Luke S. Sweitzer 1926- 
1928; Paul J. Dundore 1928 to present. 

1958 church councilmen were: Thomas J. Bieber, Paul DeLong, 
Ralph E. Delcamp, John Eckert, Newton W. Geiss, Llewellyn M. 
imemeyvemetarolds)-.tierbein, «Ira. H) Herzog, Daniel W. Hoppes, 
Harold J. Hoppes, Donald L. Keim, J. Gideon Link, Wallace M. 
Long, Bruce E. Peter, Walter B. Rhoads, Dr. George L. Rothen- 
berger, Harold E. Weist, H. Ralph Yerger. 

Baptized membership is 823, confirmed 493, communing 348, 
S. S. enrollment 175, valuation of property $83,000, current and 
benevolence budget $9500. 


Friedens, Shartlesville 


Friedens Union Church of Upper Bern Township—not incor- 
porated—is on an elevation overlooking the west end of the village 
of Shartlesville. The town people, desirous of a local convenient 
church and being members of nearby churches i. e., St. Michaels, 
Strausstown, Bernville, etc. became the original organizers. Following 
ten years of agitation, Jan. 29, 1870, under the chairmanship of James 
S. Hix they effected an organization. Church regulations were drawn 
up and signed. Lutheran signers were Daniel Wagner, Benjamin 
Wagner, Moses Kaufman, Joseph K. Henne, Joel Long, Jared K. 
Balthaser and James B. Nunemacher. James B. Nunemacher donated 
four acres of land as a site on which to build. 

The cornerstone was laid Aug. 28, 1870, with the Rev. F. P. 
Mayser, D.D., and the Rev. R. S. Appel present. The basement was 
first completed and dedicated July 29, 1871, with the Revs. Thomas 
T. Iaeger, R. S. Appel and Rittenhouse officiating. The first bell, 
cast by McShane Bell Foundry, was dedicated Nov. 9, 1879, with 
the Revs. L. Groh, R. S. Appel, Charles Leinbach and Daniel D. 
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Trexler present. The church proper was dedicated Sept. 8, 1889, 
with the Revs. Daniel D. Trexler, F. P. Mayser, D.D., S. B. Stupp, 
R. S. Appel, and Dr. Kayser officiating. 

Thomas Dieffenbach of Bethel built the pipe organ. The bell 
which was previously placed in the tower cracked and was recast. 
The names of two pastors, D.D. Trexler and R. S. Appel were cast 
into the bell. On Aug. 30, 1891, the bell and pipe organ were dedi- 
cated, with the Revs. R. S. Appel, Dr. Kayser, Daniel D. Trexler 
and O. Miller officiating. The church was free of debt at this time. 
Aug. 29, 1920, the electric lights were dedicated. 
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The Rev. F. P. Mayser, D.D., served the church 1871-1874. 
The Rev. Daniel D. Trexler served from 1874 to 1914. Here in 
Friedens, Shartlesville, he confirmed his three sons, Martin Luther, 
Samuel Geiss and Charles Daniel. Martin died shortly before ordin- 
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ation. Samuel and Charles became pastors. D. D. Trexler also served 
Salem, Bethel 1868-1914; Christ, Little Tulpehocken 1868-1878; 
Friedens, Bernville 1868-1876; North MHeidelberg 1868-1883; 
Lenhartsville 1868-1914, with parsonage in Bernville. The Rev. 
Ira W. Klick served 1914 to 1927 for the Strausstown Parish 
(organized 1913 with Zion, Strausstown; Salem, Bethel; Friedens, 
Shartlesville; Trinity, Rehrersburg; St. Pauls, Tulpehocken; Christ, 
Little Tulpehocken.) The Lutheran parsonage located in Strauss- 
town was occupied April 1915. The Rev. Wirt A. Dries, D.D., 
served 1927-1947. There were supply pastors from July 1947 to 
Jan. 1948. 

The Rev. J. Robert Mayer served 1948-1950 for the Shartles- 
ville Parish (Friedens, Shartlesville; St. Pauls, New Schaefferstown 
(Tulpehocken); Friedens, Bernville; Christ, Little Tulpehocken. ) 
The Lutheran parsonage now located in Shartlesville was dedicated 
in 1950, with the ground being donated by Mr. and Mrs. John E. 
Seitzinger. At the same time the following were installed in the 
church; memorial stained glass windows, altar vases, candlesticks, 
chancel paraments, outdoor bulletin board, new front church doors. 

The Rev. Ernest A. F. Kallenbach became pastor April 1, 1951, 
and served to the present. During this time the old chandelier was 
removed, auditorium painted, hardwood flooring laid in basement, 
outside chimney installed, exterior repointed and painted. Parsonage 
debt of $13,000 was paid in 1958. 

Small inside toilets were installed in church basement early in 
1959 paid for by the Union Church Treasury. The church is debt 
free. 

Church council includes: John E. Seitzinger, C. Levi Scheidy, 
O. P. Haag, Earl Henne, Burton Berger, Ralph Haag and Charles 
Haag. 

Baptized membership is 214, confirmed 175, communing 175, 
Union S. S. enrollment 195. 1958 current and benevolences budget 
was $2198. 


Good Shepherd, Tuckerton 


Good Shepherd Union Church, consisting of the Lutheran and 
Reformed (United Church of Christ) congregations, worships in 
a building located at Tuckerton, about four miles north of Reading on 
the Pottsville Pike. It was built in 1848 in the township of Alsace. 
Two years later this part of the township was taken away from 
Alsace and reorganized into Muhlenberg Township, named for the 
Lutheran patriarch, the Rev. Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. 

May 3, 1845, a group of Christian citizens of Alsace, Maiden- 
creek and Bern Townships met at the home of Samuel Mengel in 
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Maidencreek Township. At this meeting it was decided to build a 
church at the present location, the land donated by William Hinner- 
schitz (the church was formerly called Hinnerschitz Church). In the 
group of the founding fathers were: Michael Shalter, Jonas Shalter, 
George Shalter, Nicholas Schaeffer, Peter Rothermel, Daniel Maurer, 
George Maurer and John Zacharias. The first finance committee 
which succeeded in collecting $549.50 in a very short time consisted 
of Michael Shalter, William Hinnerschitz and George Medlar. The 
written appeal to subscribe money for the church building read: 
“Therefore we appeal to the friends of religion for support and aid 
in the propogation of the Christian religion. The object is to build 
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a church in common for the advancement of Lutheran and German 
Reformed congregations. The church is to be entirely independent 
of Theological Seminaries at Mercersburg and Gettysburg. The sub- 
scribers will become members in common in a deed of trust for 
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themselves and their heirs forever. Therefore we appeal to all persons 
that have the welfare of the Christian religion at heart to aid the 
undertaking. Remember whatever we subscribe is lending to the 
ord:;) 

The building committee was John Zacharias, George Maurer, 
Nicholas Schaeffer, Jonas Shalter and Peter Rothermel. The church, 
a square brick building, was completed in 1849. Two additional 
acres of land were purchased in 1850, to be used for cemetery pur- 
poses. Dedication took place April 28, 1850. Aug. 30, 1850, the 
original organ was purchased from Bohler and Son, Reading. In 
1899 Miss Catherine Maurer presented the tower with the bell as 
a memorial to her parents, Daniel and Mary Maurer and her brother, 
Daniel Maurer, Jr. 


The first building was remodeled and enlarged in 1910 at an 
approximate cost of $10,000. Dedication services were conducted 
June 11, 1911. It was at that time that the famous Pennsylvania 
artist, Christopher Shearer, donated to the church an oil painting 
which depicts the crucifixion and burial of Jesus at Golgotha. This 
large size painting is on the wall in the nave and is recognized as 
one of the masterpieces of the artist. 

In 1919 the Men’s League canvassed all the members of both 
congregations to pay the church debt of $4000. With the Ladies’ 
Aid Society and Sunshine Workers doing much to decrease the debt, 
the goal was accomplished. The event known as Old Home Day 
was celebrated June 12, 1920, and the mortgage was burned. The 
addresses on this occasion were delivered by Clarence R. Rahn, 
Charles Manmiller, the Rev. George S. Seaman, the Rev. Elmer 
Leinbach, the Rev. George Gerhard and the Rev. Elbert E. Landis. 

By action of the joint councils, July 5, 1927, the name “Good 
Shepherd” was chosen unanimously and Oct. 5, 1930, this name 
was adopted with the first formal constitution and bylaws for the 
Lutheran congregation. The congregation was incorporated in 1942. 

The Good Shepherd Union Church celebrated the 100th anni- 
versary in 1945 with special services Sept. 16, 19 and 23. The new 
S. S. building, costing $74,000, was completed and dedicated in 
1956 with a special service on Jan. 15. 

Since 1955 Good Shepherd Lutheran Church belongs to the 
Maidencreek-Good Shepherd Lutheran Parish. 

In the summer of 1888 E. D. Hahn organized the first Bible 
School in ““Hahn’s Schoolhouse” on the Pottsville Pike. The con- 
gregations of Good Shepherd conduct a union S. S. 

Organizations include: Senior Choir, Junior-Intermediate Choir, 
Sunshine Society, ULCW, Luther League, Boy Scout Troop No. 
155 and Cub Scouts. 
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Pastors who have served Good Shepherd Lutheran congregation 
are: the Revs. G. F. Iaeger 1849-1850; Thomas T. Iaeger 1850- 
1852; Imanuel Naschold 1852-1854; R. S. Wagner 1854-1861; 
Benjamin D. Zweizig 1861-1903; George S. Seaman 1904-1914; 
Elbert E. Landis 1914-1923; Karl L. Reisner 1926-1949; Charles 
H. Ruloff 1950-1958; Valdis Mezezers, L.Th. 1958 to present. 

A son in the ministry is Charles Wilbur Strausser, ordained 
195 |e 

1958 church council included: R. Frederick Ammarell, Edward 
Hinkel, Russell Huey, Herbert Love, William L. Lipkey, Clark 
Miller, Willard F. Ritzman, Fred Pehlman, Marvin W. Schmehl, 
Roy Henry Yerger, John Wegman and John A. Worthley. 

Confirmed membership is 370, communing 300, Union S. S. 
enrollment 590, valuation of church $175,000, parsonage $23,000, 
total 1958 budget $8730. 


Grace, Reading 


Three years following ‘““The War Between The States,” Trinity, 
the mother church, recognized the need for the church to be planted 
in the growing eastern section of the city. A second Mission School 
was organized July 5, 1868, in the public schoolhouse at 9th and 
Spruce Sts. It was known as the Second Mission until 1877 
when, just in time for Christmas, it moved into the new chapel on 
1ith St. near Penn. This was “Grace” Chapel and was the 
beginning of Grace Sunday School. 

This new chapel, a beautiful structure, was dedicated April 7, 
1878. Shortly before this the Rev. William H. Myers who served 
at Trinity Church from the Philadelphia Seminary was called by 
the pastor of Trinity, the Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry, to organize a con- 
gregation at Grace Chapel. 

It was an auspicious occasion. One rainy night, Oct. 7, 1878, 
a group of friends met to discuss the organization of a church. The 
Rev. Dr. Fry presided, Jerome Boyer was secretary and the Rey. 
Myers solicited signers. Heading the list of 54 signers were Frederick 
and Margaret Dease. Oct. 31, the Festival of the Reformation, Pastor 
Myers and the church council were installed. | 

In 1883 Grace Church declared herself self-sustaining. The 
land debt of $5000 was cancelled by payment to Trinity; a new 
charter was adopted and the seal read “Grace Lutheran Church 
of the City of Reading”, incorporated Oct. 6, 1888. 

After ten years Grace Chapel became too small for the active 
and growing congregation. Membership had increased to 1000 mem- 
bers in ten years. May 6 a resolution of council approved by the 
congregation authorized the erection of a larger edifice, The present 
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church, 80 x 100 feet, seating 1500 people, was built linking the 
south corner tower of the old chapel into the new structure. The 
architecture chosen was patterned after a 16th century French Gothic 
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cathedral. The building period was 1888 to 1890 with dedication 
Mar. 24, 1890. 

Until 1958 only four pastors served Grace Church. In 80 
years of history the major portion fell to the organizer and first 
pastor, the Rev. William H. Myers, 1878-1932. During his era, the 
parish house was constructed at 43 South 11th St. and dedicated 
Dec. 15, 1899. During his pastorate congregations of two thousand 
people worshiped at both morning and evening services. In 1929 
during the waning years of his ministry, the Rev. Gerald G. Neely 
was called to be assistant pastor. In 1932 with the termination of 
pastor and assistant, the Rev. Dr. A. C. Schenck was called to begin 
a 16 year pastorate, 1932-1948. Dr. Schenck was succeeded by the 
Rev. J. Wilson Harner who served from 1949 to 1954. The Rev. 
Samuel L. Koons began his ministry in 1955 to present. 

The first church council included: Michael Haak, Isaiah Hoyer, 
Tiras Gerhart, Henry E. Eisenbise, Daniel Ermold, Henry Reifsnyder, 
George W. Grant, E. O. Immel and William C. Esterly. 

The schedule of buildings has been: Grace Mission Chapel 
erected April 7, 1878; Grace Church School dedicated April 14, 
1889; Grace Church dedicated Mar. 24, 1890; parish house dedi- 
cated Dec. 15, 1899; rebuilding storm damaged towers and roof 
1953; towers and front facade resurfaced 1955; church interior 
renovated 1956-1957; Church School interior renovated 1957-1958. 

Outstanding anniversaries are: 25th anniversary celebration 
1903, Golden Jubilee 1928, 75th anniversary 1953, 80th anni- 
versary 1958 with rededication of church and school. 

Persons entering ministry from Grace are: the Rev. Harry 
M. Wertz, the Rev. Harry L. Seyler, the Rev. P. Russell Kleinginna, 
the Rev. Clarence W. Rhoda, the Rev. Robert Schenck; those in 
Diaconate are: Sr. Elizabeth Wanner, Sr. Pauline Shulley. 

Grace has been endowed by Emma Saussen Est.; Robert 
Strohecker Est.; Rev. William H. Myers Est.; Carrie Fell Est.; Cora 
Fidler Est.; Charles Weidner Est.; Irwin Stautler Est.; Lottie Pot- 
teiger Est.; A. Raymond Bard, Robert Haenchen Heirs; Frannie 
H. Althouse Est.; John Fisher Est.; Anna B. Helder Est.; Esther 
N. Lincoln Est.; Total $26,363. 

Organists and choirmasters include: Maurice Roeder, John 
Dersh, Edward A. Berg, William Lewis, Harry Haag, Edward 
Fulmer, Edwin Kauffman, Earl Bickel, Mabel Wann, Richard 
Wagner, E. Lester Hoffmaster, Ralph Kneeream, Wilhelm Richter, 
Theodore C. Walker. 

Members still active since the days of the Mission School are 
Edward J. Deininger and Miss Annie Spohn. Howard Strunk entered 
into life 1957. Those with more than 50 years service are Miss 
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Amanda Moser, George S. Beck, Mrs. Ralph J. Benjamin, Lulu 
Fasig, Ada Christian, Anna R. Helder, Mrs. Charles Shulley, Mrs. 
Edith Spohn, Edith Graul, Mary Graul, Mrs. Margarite Reifsnyder, 
Mrs. Mamie Casper, James F. Rhoads, Harry B. Davis. 

Organizations include Church School organized 1868, Troop 
19 Boy Scouts of America organized 1903, Luther League organized 
1903, Pastor’s Aid Society organized 1881, Women’s Missionary 
Society organized 1930, Brotherhood organized 1920, Young Ladies’ 
Guild organized 1938, Cub Pack 19 organized 1956. 

Present church council includes: Harry R. Hull, Luther H. High, 
Robert K. Esterly, O. James Davis, Clyde A. Heltzinger, Raymond 
A. Schaeffer, Robert E. Harper, S. Sandi Patti, Robert F. Hull, 
Richard P. Jarrett, Raymond S. Drain, Harry C. Foltz, Frederick 
R. Snyder, Esq., Frank S. Casper, Ruth Dilliplane, Mary Hawk, 
Mrs. Ralph J. Benjamin. 

Baptized membership is 1072, confirmed 660, communing 582, 
S. S. enrollment 476, valuation of property $215,000, indebtedness 
$15,000, current and benevolence budget for 1958, $37,262.95. 


Grace, Shillington 


Grace Evangelical Lutheran congregation was organized Jan. 
1900 under the direction of the Rev. Marvin H. Stettler with 28 
persons signing the charter. It was incorporated in 1902 as Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Edison, now Shillington. The 
congregation called four pastors within the first 20 years of its 
organization: the Revs. F. F. Buermeyer 1901-1909; J. H. Neiman 
1910-1913; R. W. Hufford 1914-1919; Corson C. Snyder, D.D. 
1920-1924; Victor A. Kroninger 1924 to present. 

The original building was constructed in 1902 at the corner of 
Church and Broad Sts. Grace congregation was constituted a 
parish in April 1920 at the meeting of the Reading Conf. with St. 
John’s, Gibraltar, and Robeson, Plowville. The parsonage was the 
property of Grace congregation situated at 141 West Broad St. 

A campaign to wipe out the debt of $4500 on the parsonage 
was held in Nov. 1927 and the mortgage was fully paid by Easter 
1928. At the congregational meeting Jan. 1928, the decision was 
made to erect a new church building to cost no more than $60,000. 
Plans were made within the next several months to erect the building. 
At this time the congregation numbered less than 300 members. At 
a special congregational meeting June 1928, action was taken to 
accept the recommendation of the church council to relocate at 
the present location at 30 Liberty St. July 1928, ground breaking 
services were held and the present church building dedicated Mar. 
1929. The plot of ground on which this building stands was a gift 
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of Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Hess and daughter Anna, at a consid- 
eration of $7000. The total cost of the building with furnishings 
was $94,258. The congregation grew rapidly, so that by 1934 the 
confirmed membership had almost doubled. At the congregational 
meeting Jan. 1934, the people voted to withdraw from the other two 
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congregations of the parish. St. John’s, Gibraltar, and Robeson, Plow- 
ville, took similar action Feb. 1934. Thus the parish of three congrega- 
tions was dissolved. Easter Day 1934, the Rev. Victor A. Kroninger 
accepted the call to serve as pastor of Grace congregation. The 
church debt was fully paid in Mar. 1946, when trustees Charles J. 
Hess, R. LeRoy Killian and Howard Wartluft burned the mortgage 
in the presence of the worshipping congregation. 

The plot adjacent to the plot on which the church building 
stood was purchased at a cost of $2000. The first half century of the 
history of this congregation was one of struggle, but the zeal and 
enthusiasm of the congregation and its auxiliaries resulted in in- 
creased enrollments in the Church School and many souls were 
added to the church. Twenty-five years after dedication of the second 
church building, Feb. 1954, a canvass for funds was inaugurated 
when almost $90,000 was raised in cash and pledges looking to the 
erection of an educational unit. Ground breaking services were held 
Nov. 1955, for the erection of an educational building and fellowship 
hall. The pres. of the Reading Conf., the Rev. Dr. Lester E. Fetter, 
was speaker on this occasion. Construction was begun in spring 
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1956. Progress was slow. The cornerstone was laid April 1957, when 
the Rev. Charles H. Ruloff, pres. of the Reading Conf. was speaker. 
Dedication services were held May 4, 1958, in Fellowship Hall 
marking the completion of the two new units. The speaker on this 
occasion was the Rev. Lawrence M. Reese. Total cost of the two 
units was $226,000. Dec. 1957, the congregation took action to 
dispose of the parsonage on Broad St., acquired in 1922, and 
purchase a new one. The report of the parsonage committee Edgar 
Zerbe, chairman, Martin Meinig, Earl Barlet, Willard DeHart and 
Donald Smith was accepted by church council. At a special con- 
gregational meeting June 1958, it was decided to purchase the home 
at 401 State St. as the new parsonage at a cost of $22,000. This 
was dedicated July 27, 1958, with the pres. of the Reading Conf., 
the Rev. Daniel F. Newhart as the speaker. 


The following sons entered the ministry: the Rev. Norman 
E. Kieffer, 1929; the Rev. Arthur H. Naugle, 1930; the Rev. Luther 
N. Schaeffer, 1938; the Rev. Charles V. Naugle, 1941; the Rev. 
Victor A. Kroninger, Jr., 1956. 


Bequests to the congregation were: Mary E. Rollman, $2000; 
Frank and Bessie Bitting, $1500; Frank Bernet, $500; Irene L. 
Artz, $500; Harry E. Hettinger, $20,000; Mrs. Lizzie Bohn, $1000; 
Mrs. L. W. Spires, $10,000; R. LeRoy Killian, $5000; Cyrus Allt- 
house, $500; total $41,000. 

Outstanding personalities: Daniel F. Ludwig, supt. of Church 
School, teacher in Church School for 30 years; Valentine I. Klopp, 
teacher in Church School for 35 years, choir 25 years and Brother- 
hood pres. 10 years; Blanche Hemmig, organist for 25 years; Clyde 
V. Naugle, teacher in Church School and fin. sec. of congregation 
for 20 years; Irene L. Artz, teacher in Church School for 25 years 
and parish worker 1951 to 1957; Mrs. Elmer L. Greth, teacher in 
Church School; John L. Schrack, vice-pres. of church council for 
6 years; Walter F. Naugle, teacher in Church School for 30 years, 
scout master for 10 years; Matthias Musselman, teacher in Church 
School and treas. of congregation for 15 years; Irvin L. Kegerise, 
treas. of congregation for 15 years; Harold Wertz, sexton since 1935; 
Herman Strobel, supt. of S. S., teacher in Church School and leader- 
ship training; Corinne J. Eckert, present organist since Mar. 1952. 

Organizations of the church are: the Church School, ULCW, 
ULCM, Luther League, Senior, Chapel and Junior Choirs, Week 
Day Church School and Boy Scouts. The congregation has provided 
ample facilities to execute a program of Christian education, steward- 
ship and evangelism. 

Members of the church council are: Paul Day, Willard DeHart, 
Robert Guldin, Milton Hall, William Hughes, John Marquette, Jr., 
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Stanley Moorhouse, Richard Moyer, Robert Pahl, John Schrack, 
Donald Smith and Charles Rettew. 

Baptized membership is 1299, confirmed 930, communing 840, 
Church School enrollment 632, valuation of church property 
$435,000, present indebtedness $88,000. Total current and benev- 
olence budget for 1958 was $56,000. 


Grace, Lutheran Home, Topton 


The bylaws of the Lutheran Home at Topton from the time 
the Church Home for Children was organized in 1897 provided for 
a superintendent who was required to be “‘a minister in good and 
regular standing of an acknowledged Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
in the United States”, and at a later date, when the bylaws were 
revised, the phrase was added “belonging to the United Lutheran 
Church in America”. The superintendent was charged with the re- 
sponsibility of conducting worship in the chapel on the Lord’s Day, 
on the festivals of the church, and to have the pastoral care of all 
within the Home. 

It is clear from this assignment of responsibility that across the 
years the superintendent-pastor of the Home fulfilled the duties of 
a regular pastor in ministering through Word and Sacraments to 
those who were members of the Home family. Daily family devotions, 
and regular Sunday church services provided opportunity for the 
preaching of the Word of God. The Sacrament of Baptism was 
administered when children were admitted to the Home family before 
their baptism. The Sacrament of the Altar was regularly administered 
to all confirmed members living in the Home. Sunday School instruc- 
tion was given by staff members. The pastor gave catechetical in- 
struction to the young and conducted the Rite of Confirmation 
usually on Palm Sunday. Offerings were received for the benevolent 
work of the church at large. Thus, there existed in a real sense an 
institutional congregation from the beginning of the Home at Topton. 

As the years passed and services to older people were added 
to the institutional program of child care there arose more occasions 
involving the reception of adult members by letter of transfer from 
other congregations. It was also desirable to transfer confirmed 
children to specific congregations when they reached the age of 
release from the Home. For this and other reasons it was felt that 
official status should be given by the Min. of Penna. to the institu- 
tional congregation at the Topton Home. 

When the Min. of Penna. held its annual meeting at Buck Hill 
Falls, May 16 to 19, 1949, official recognition was given to the 
congregation. The name selected was “Grace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of The Lutheran Home at Topton, Pennsylvania.” The Rey. 
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Ernest A. Weber, then pres. and the Rev. Horace S. Mann, sec. of the 
Board, together with the Rev. W. K. Reinert, supt. were present to 
represent the institutional group at the same time other congregations 
were Officially received and welcomed by the Rev. Emil E. Fischer, 
D.D., pres of Synod. It is also to be noted that the Rev. Mark K. 
Trexler, at that time a member of the Board of Trustees, served as 
the synodical chairman of the Congregational Interests Committee. 

Grace Church is governed by a constitution following very 
closely the model constitution approved and recommended by the 
ULCA Executive Board. The church council consists of the 
pastor and six confirmed members of the congregation. Council 
meetings are held throughout the year, and the annual congrega- 
tional meeting is scheduled for the third Wednesday of Jan. 
The minutes of all meetings are recorded in suitable form and an 
official Parish Register is kept listing all child and confirmed mem- 
bers, a record of communions, baptisms, confirmations, marriages 
and funerals. 

Sons who have entered the ministry are: Karl S. Henry, Paul J. 
Henry, Theodore H. Ressler, George Mack and Donald R. Schaeffer. 

Since May 17, 1949, when official status was given, the fol- 
lowing pastoral acts have been recorded: 14 baptisms, 27 confirma- 
tions, 4 marriages and 50 funerals. Of the funerals, 7 were for 
members of the Home congregation. 


Church council includes: the Supt.-Pastor, the Rev. W. K. 
Reinert, Mary E. Belser, Samuel W. Moyer, Margaret A. McKitt- 
rick, Mrs. W. K. Reinert, Thomas F. Weller and Lola Ruth Frey. 


Holy Redeemer, Reading 


Holy Redeemer Church developed from the Sunday School 
which was started through the efforts of the Rev. Mahlon C. Horine, 
D.D., in 1886. Pastor Horine, of St. James Church, Reading, realiz- 
ing the need for religious work to be done in the community, founded 
the S. S. which met in the Kurtz schoolhouse on Hancock 
St. to the south of Lancaster Ave. It was then known as the 
Oakland Lutheran S. S. and Augustus M. Brown was the first super- 
intendent. 


Feb. 6, 1898, action was taken to begin a fund for the erection 
of a church building. Dec. 1, 1902, two lots were purchased at Fern 
Ave. and Angelica St. for $600. The chapel was dedicated in the 
fall of 1903. The S. S. of Holy Redeemer was founded Nov. 16, 
1903. The first vestry consisted of Franklin P. Fisher, R. F. Palm, 
Henry Freese, William J. Wenrich and Adam Kurtz. The Rev. F. F. 
Buermeyer administered the first communion Jan. 21, 1906. He 
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also served Grace Church, Shillington, at this time. Sept. 4, 1904, 
a bell was placed in the tower and dedicated. 

Pastor Buermeyer concluded his ministry in Jan. 1910, and the 
Rev. Jacob H. Neiman became pastor of both churches Feb. 6, 1910. 


HOLY REDEEMER, READING 


The church was under the direction of the Home Mission Board at 
this time. Pastor Neiman confirmed the first class of nine members 
April 14, 1911. Because of ill health Pastor Neiman resigned in 
Jan. 1913. At this time the following pastors supplied: the Revs. 
Charles E. Kistler, J.C: Seegers, J: W. Early, M. GP HorinesGasiva 
Scheidy and J. M. Smeltzer, who became the regular supply. 

July 13, 1913, the vestry reorganized and a constitution was 
adopted. In Aug. of the same year, articles of agreement were 
adopted to form the Reading Suburban Parish which was composed 
of Grace, Shillington; Atonement, Wyomissing; and Holy Redeemer, 
Oakbrook. J. M. Smeltzer continued as supply. 

The Rev. Rufus W. Hufford, D.D., was installed as pastor 
July 5, 1914. The congregation became incorporated Jan. 11, 1916. 
Because of ill health, Pastor Hufford resigned Nov. 2, 1919. 

During the next few years, auxiliaries were organized and fur- 
ther improvements made to the church. Pews were placed in the 
nave and a heating system installed. June 11, 1922, the Rev. Harry 
E. Herman became the first resident pastor of Holy Redeemer. In 
Oct. 1922, a parsonage was purchased at 16 Park Ave. In 1926 
upon the recommendation of a committee on relocating the church, 
a plot of ground, located on the southeast corner of Park Ave. and 
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Noble St. was purchased. This plan of relocating never materialized. 
During this time new chancel furniture was placed in the church. 
Pastor Herman resigned April 10, 1934. 

Sept. 16, 1934, the Rev. John A. Kaercher became pastor of 
the parish, comprised of Christ, Grill, and Holy Redeemer, Oakbrook. 
During this pastorate the interior and exterior of the church were 
painted and shrubbery was planted. Through extensive education and 
reorganization of the choir, the congregation began worshipping 
with a fuller understanding of the Lutheran liturgy. Pastor Kaercher 
resigned Sept. 1942. 

The Rev. Edward Emmers, III, the present pastor, became the 
first pastor of the self-supporting congregation in the spring of 1943. 
Ground was broken in 1946 for a new church at the corner of 
Lancaster Ave. and Brookline Plaza and the congregation moved 
to its new location in 1947. In Oct. 1955, because of personal com- 
mitments of the pastor, it became necessary to call the asst. pastor, 
the Rev. Clarence D. Reeser, Jr., a son of the congregation. 

1958 church councilmen were: Frank Stetler, Leon V. Fry, 
Harry S. Kerns, Robert H. Miller, Oscar Bousquet, Harry Bertolette, 
Arthur C. Reinsel, Jr., William Benke, and Richard Pfaffman. 

Baptized membership is 413, communing 174, S. S. enroll- 
ment 136, property valuation $100,000, indebtedness $5250, current 
and benevolence budget $11,953. 


Holy Spirit, Reading 


As a mission project of Trinity Church, Reading, an infant 
Sunday School was started at 4th and Windsor Sts. April 10, 1910. 
The Rev. Dr. Edward T. Horn, pastor of Trinity, presided at this 
first meeting and the name “The Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Holy Spirit” was adopted. 

Present at this meeting were: Leon E. Thomas, Joseph R. 
Dickinson, William E. Fisher, R. B. Davis, Charles F. Eisenbrown, 
J. N. Williams, James M. Billig, Harvey F. Heinly, W. M. Boyer, 
Hamyetesbeck, EL, A. Marx, F/ Yocum, Charles F. Reed, J. H. 
Davis, M. Mengel and R. L. Strohecker. 

The chapel built by Trinity was dedicated May 1, 1910, and 
May 8 the first session of the S. S. was held. Supt Marx, 
former judge of the Orphans’ Court of Berks County, reported that 
“notwithstanding threatening weather and somewhat rainy conditions, 
our first session was attended by 103 persons.” The first pupil to 
enter the S.S. was Elizabeth Franklin, now Mrs. Elizabeth Mengel. 
First officers were: pres., the Rev. Dr. Edward T. Horn; supt., 
F. A. Marx; supt. of Primary Dept., Araminta Richards; sec., 
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HOLY SPIRIT, READING 


Robert L. Strohecker; treas., Charles S. Eisenbrown; and librarian, 
Frank Yocum. 

Mar. 14, 1911, the Rev. Carolus P. Harry was elected as the 
first pastor. The congregation itself was organized Sept. 30, 1911, 
and a constitution was adopted the same day. Church councilmen 
elected were: Charles S. Eisenbrown, Henry E. Hilbert, Sylvester G. 
Frederick, John W. Gilbert, Irvin Rader, Morris Hartman, Frederick 
A. Marx, Elmore A. Brukhart and Walter H. Jones. 

During Aug. 1914, the parsonage at 421 Windsor St., was 
purchased and remains as the permanent residence of the pastor. 
The church was incorporated April 5, 1915. 

The Rev. Mr. Harry served the congregation until Oct. 1, 1917, 
and the Rev. Charles C. Snyder from 1917 to 1921. The Rev. 
Charles G. Beck became the third pastor and served until 1943. 
The Rev. Frank E. Radcliffe began his work July 16, 1944, and in 
1958 the assistant pastor, the Rev. Kenneth M. Trexler, was called. 

Although the original building was built by Trinity Church, in 
a short time a debt of $3700 was canceled by members of Holy 
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Spirit and title was conveyed to the congregation by Trinity Church. 

Through the capable leadership of its pastors and _ teachers, 
Holy Spirit quickly grew from an “infant” Sunday School to an 
“adolescent” Sunday School suffering growing pains. During the 
pastorate of Dr. Harry several additions were made to the original 
chapel. By 1921, the growth of the congregation was such that it 
was decided to erect a new church building. The building commit- 
tee was: Theodore C. Abele, Jere L. Rice, Charles S. Eisenbrown, 
Sylvester G. Frederick, and the Rev. Charles G. Beck. Cornerstone 
was laid July 23, 1922, and May 13, 1923, marked the dedication 
of the new building, which is of the Italian Renaissance type of 
architecture and cost approximately $112,000. 

From 1947 to 1949 the following renovations were made: 
installation of automatic heating, rewiring of lighting, redecoration 
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HOLY SPIRIT PARISH EDUCATION BUILDING 


of interior and installation of new red carpet. In 1951 the present 
chapel building was renovated and a three-story departmentalized S.S. 
unit constructed. This addition, costing $125,000, was dedicated 
Whitsunday 1952. Three new art stained glass windows representing 
the Holy Spirit were unveiled in the chancel and dedicated Whit- 
sunday 1957. 

Due to a continued growth in the S. S., it was necessary to 
provide additional space for three departments. Accordingly, a large 
Colonial home at Rose and Windsor Sts. was purchased and reno- 
vated. It was occupied Dec. 14, 1958. Cost of the building and 
renovations was $30,000 and it was dedicated Whitsunday 1959. 
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Organizations include: ULCW with 175 members; Luther 
League, 30 members; Intermediate Luther League, 20 members; 
Intermediate Luther League, 20 members; Co-Weds (Young Mar- 
ried Couples), 40 members; Forty-niners (Older Men and Women), 
35 members; Boy Scouts, Troop 7, 30 members; Cub Pack +7, 
75 members; and Camp Fire Girls, 30 members. 

Sons of the congregation in the ministry are the Rev. Richard 
A. Beck, 1929; the Rev. Edwin W. Andrews, 1930; the Rev. Carlton 
L. Heckman, 1932; the Rev. John D. Keener, 1935. Daughters in 
the diaconate are Sister Jeanette McWilliams and Sister Mildred 
Sassaman. 

Senior church council for 1958 was: Earl L. Schell, William A. 
Bewley, Edwin N. Kaucher, C. Richard Brooks, Richard W. Ely, 
Ray F. Feinour, Samuel S. Fox, Dr. Simon B. Glick, Stanley W. 
Hauck, J. Edgar Hilgendorf, Russell P. Labe, Elmer E. Moser, Dr. 
J. Merrill Oswald, Charles F. Smith and James Weidenhammer. 

Junior church council for 1958 was: William L. Reber, Kenneth 
J. Moyer, Paul A. Hauck, Bruce D. Wanner, Francis W. Artley, 
Charles R. Lehr, William Manderbach, William E. W. Seiders, James 
M. Smith, Dr. Harold L. Strause, Jr., Forrest P. Wanner and Paul 
A. Wanner. 

Baptized membership is 2132, confirmed 1552, communing 
978, S.S. enrollment 803, valuation of property $525,000, indebted- 
ness $20,000, current and benevolence budget $57,724. 


Hope, Reading 


Hope Church is one of three congregations organized by 
“mother” Trinity of Reading at one and the same time. April 19, 
1885, saw the good people of Trinity celebrating “Chapel Sunday” 
under the leadership of their pastor, the Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry. 
History tells us that the sermon for the occasion was based on 
Matthew 17:4, “let us make here three tabernacles” and that the 
total offering for the three chapel projects came to $5500. The three 
“tabernacles” were called Faith, Hope and Peace and all three in due 
time were to become established congregations. 

Hope Chapel was erected in the fall of that same year, and just 
one week after the dedication, Sept. 20, 1885, a Sunday School was 
organized with an enrollment of 26. This chapel, located on Schuylkill 
Ave., was a building 40 by 42 feet and consisted of a main room, 
primary room, library and vestibule. The cost of the structure was 
$2100 and L. H. Focht was the contractor. 

In Oct. of that same year, Trinity Church called the Rev. Lewis 
J. Bickel to be the first pastor of the three chapels. It was during 
his pastorate on April 15, 1887, that the congregation was officially 
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organized with 48 members and 10 catechumens. Pastor Bickel 
resigned Nov. 1, 1890. 

Jan. 1, 1891, Trinity Church called the Rev. Henry W. Warm- 
kessel to assume charge of Hope and the two other chapels. The 
congregation was incorporated May 4, 1896. 

During Pastor Warmkessel’s pastorate many important decisions 
had to be made. Possibly the one that was to have the greatest lasting 
influence was the decision to relocate from Schuylkill Ave. to the 
present location at Front and Greenwich Sts. This became necessary 
because, by the end of 1903, the congregation had 357 members and 
a S.S. enrolllment of 400. May 4, 1904, ground was broken for the 
present church building and the Gothic structure was dedicated Feb. 
26, 1905, at a cost of $33,323.74. 
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HOPE, READING 


Pastor Warmkessel served 39 years. Historical records indicated 
that while there were 121 confirmed members, 143 S.S. students, 
$300 expended for local expenses and $28 for benevolence in the 
first published records under Pastor Warmkessel’s pastorate, the 
year 1929 saw corresponding statistics of 990 confirmed members, 
508 S.S. students, $4204 expended for local expenses and $756 
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given for benevolent causes. Mar. 27, 1930, this long pastorate 
came to a close through the death of this servant of the Lord. 

Hope had been a part of a three-congregation parish including 
St. Paul’s, Lobachsville, and St. Joseph’s, Hill Church. In 1930 Hope 
decided to call a pastor of its own and on June 22, 1930, the Rev. 
Horace S. Mann assumed the pastorate. Shortly before his coming, 
a parsonage was purchased at 115 West Greenwich St. for $8000. 

Pastor Mann shepherded the congregation through a very diffi- 
cult period of its existence. Remembering that he was the first full- 
time pastor, that a parsonage was purchased just before his arrival 
(largely with borrowed funds) and that the nation was in the midst 
of an economic depression, it becomes evident that the congregation 
needed a strong administrative leader. Pastor Mann resigned Oct. 
31, 1949. 

Mar. 13, 1950, Hope called the Rev. George E. Cressman as 
its fourth pastor. During his pastorate the confirmed membership 
increased by more than 300 within a four year period. This made 
necessary an addition to the church plant in the form of a parish 
house to take care of the overflowing S.S. It was during his ministry 
that a financial drive was inaugurated for the needed funds. Pastor 
Cressman resigned Aug. 8, 1954. 

Mar. 1, 1955, the present pastor, the Rev. Harold G. Deisher, 
assumed charge. Shortly after his arrival, ground was broken for the 
parish house, and it was dedicated Nov. 13, 1955. 

Organizations include: S. S. organized Sept. 27, 1885, with 26 
students; Ladies’ Aid organized Sept. 1888; Luther League 
organized in 1895; Brotherhood organized 1910; Dorcas Circle 
organized 1951; Boy Scouts and Camp Fire Girls organized in 1931. 

A son in the ministry is Walter Ralston Keim, ordained 1952. 

Organists include: Jacob E. Schmehl, Mr. Wonberger, Allen 
Stewart, James S. Hinkley, Claude F. Miller, Alma M. Faust, Maude 
L. Smith, Paul Francis, George Ribble, H. LeRoy Rubright and Earl 
Bickel. 

S. S. supts. include: Charles F. Reed, Jerome C. Lengel, Paul 
H. Price, Edward S. Wertz, Charles Moyer, Eli May, Jacob Drum- 
heller, Frederick A. Marx, S. Fred Miller, LeRoy L. Moser, Ray 
K. Martin, Harvey W. Hilbert and Irvin Strouse. 

1958 councilmen were: Harold Baer, Sr., Albert Bingaman, 
James Eagleman, Harvey W. Hilbert, George B. Kurtz, W. Vincent 
Mohn; Elwood Ruppert, Robert Schaeffer, Charles Rowles, C. 
Douglas Smith, Irvin Strouse, LeRoy Young. 

Baptized membership is 2171, confirmed 1634, communing 990, 
S.S. enrollment 644, value of property $360,700, indebtedness $21,- 
200, 1958 current and benevolence budget $33,382. 
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Huff’s, Hereford ‘Township 


The history of Huff's Church, located in the western end of 
Hereford Township divided naturally into three periods. 

The first period, the Schoolhouse period, extended from 1775 
to 1815. Congregational life began here as early as 1760. Hereford 
and surrounding territory was settled as early as 1745. Thomas 
Maberry, now Mabry, and his son and grandson operated the Here- 
ford furnace as early as 1734. It was here that the first wood burning 
cook stove in America was cast. Approximately 100 to 150 people 
were affected by this furnace. The first activities of the Lutheran and 
Reformed peoples were conducted in two schoolhouses of stone. The 
first was located near the present well and was removed in 1853 or 
1854. The second schoolhouse was located at the fork of the road, 
near where the church now stands. Most likely, congregational 
activities were conducted in these schoolhouses because there were 
more than 200 burials in the cemeteries before 1815. Catechetical 
classes were conducted and confirmed by pastors of neighboring 
Lehigh Church, near Alburtis. Pastors Jacob Friedlich Schertlein, 
Philip Jacob Michael, Daniel Lehman, Doering, Wartman and De- 
chant served the people in this period. 

The second, or Church period, started in 1815. May 30, 1814, 
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the cornerstone was laid for a church where the present building 
stands. It was constructed of stone, square in design with square 
windows, and small window panes, balcony on three sides and a 
‘“wineglass” pulpit. The building committee was David Rausch, Con- 
rad Fegley, Jacob Gehris and Jacob Fry. In 1865 Edwin Krause of 
Palm installed a pipe organ. This church was used until 1881. Dec. 
30, 1818, one acre and 104 perches of land were deeded by Frederick 
Huff, Jr., and wife, Barbara (nee Fink) for five shillings to the 
trustees, Conrad Fegley and Jacob Gehris. It is believed it was merely 
a sale for title purposes. Because of the many iron furnaces, the 
population grew rapidly and the church became too small. 


Second Church Period: June 5, 1881, a new marble cornerstone 
was laid upon the cornerstone of the 1814 church. Stones from the 
old structure were used to construct the lower floor (ground level) of 
the new church which was 90 by 60 feet. Above this stone foundation 
(S. S. room level) was erected the brick structure of the typical 
Colonial style of the day, having Romanesque windows and door- 
ways. The upper structure (church level) was of great height having 
a balcony on three sides, pulpit centered in an apse. A tower with a 
high spire over the entrance was erected with a bell of 2200 pounds 
in the belfry. Cost of construction was $20,000. Much labor was 
donated. Names of the building committee, inscribed on a bronze 
plaque in the upper vestibule, were: John Rauch, John Geisinger, 
Charles N. Gery, Samuel Bittenbender. Nov. 27, 1881, the basement 
was dedicated and the completed building was dedicated May 12-14, 
1883. Pastors taking part were the Revs. L. Groh, H. A. Keiser, 
D.D., Augustus L. Dechant and George F. Spieker, D.D. 

April 1936, lavatories were installed under the vestibule of the 
first floor. May 5, 1937, the farm with cemetery, to the east of the 
church, was purchased from the Abraham Benfield Estate for $5000 
by trustees, James M. Moyer, Wilson K. Schott, Henry G. Schmoyer 
and William H. Fisher. 

In 1940 the “Rohrbach Memorial Chapel” was erected on 
church property in memory of William F. and Amanda Y. Rohrbach 
by the son, David R. Rohrbach, and presented to the joint congrega- 
tions. Equipment for this building was donated by the Ladies’ Aid, 
S.S., Y.P. Christian Society, church councils and _ interested 
individuals. 

Oct. 9, 1941, the farm buildings and the land more distant from 
the church were sold to William S. Frederick. Some acres adjacent 
to the new cemetery and east of the church were retained for a 
picnic area. 

New carpet was installed in 1935. Dec. 5, 1948, a Hammond 
organ was dedicated, and the interior was renovated and painted. 
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Feb. 1953, the chapel was used for services while Carlos Calbi of 
Bethlehem, redecorated the church and S.S. rooms. Changes included 
repainting with a very ornate design and various tapestry effects. 
Three murals—Jesus in the Temple at 12, The Last Supper and the 
Ascension were painted by Mr. Calbi and mounted on the walls 
above the balcony and in the altar apse. The chancel was changed 
from a pulpit-centered one to an altar-centered one, with antiphonal 
choir stalls, floors were sanded and refinished, new carpet installed, 
hallways and doors refinished, nave ceiling coated with plaster-paris, 
all at a cost of $20,000. Rededication services were conducted April 
4, 1954, with the Rev. Dr. Henry H. Bagger as speaker. In 1955 the 
exterior was painted. In 1957 a slate roof was installed. In 1958 the 
school was purchased from the Hereford Township School Board. 

Huff’s was incorporated in 1957 under the title “Huff’s Union 
Church, Hereford Township, Berks County”. The Lutheran con- 
gregation is planning incorporation in the near future. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. Jacob Miller, D.D. 1814; 
Doering 1814-1816; Wartman 1817-1820; Conrad Miller 1821- 
1828; Isaac Roeller 1829-1861; B. E. Kramlich 1861-1863; Alfred 
D. Croll 1864-1868; Simon R. Boyer 1869-1872; D. K. Humbert 
1872-1902; Henry W. Warmkessel, asst. to Pastor Humbert; John 
W. Early (Supply) 1902-1904; William F. Bond 1904-1944; Clar- 
ence E. Keiser, Ph.D. 1944-1945; Wilson Hartzell 1945-1953; 
Charles T. Herman 1953 to present. 

Organizations include: S. S. organized in 1855; Y. P. Christian 
Society, about 1915, 25 members; Ladies’ Aid Society, 100 mem- 
bers; Chapel Board, 7 members; Cemetery Board, 4 members; Park 
Board, 4 members. 

Oct. 31, 1915, the 100th anniversary of the church was ob- 
served. Dec. 4, 1955, the 100th anniversary of the S.S. was observed. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Revs. H. M. Schofer and his 
brother, J. A. Schofer, both deceased. 

In 1957 the Lutheran congregation received a bequest from 
the Jennie Bittenbender Estate of $7817 which has been placed in 
trust. 

Fred Reinert of R.D. 1, Barto, has served as treasurer for more 
than 25 years. 

1958 councilmen were: Earl H. Moyer, Woodrow Lesher, 
Isaac Lesher, Robert Bolen, Howard Masters, John Adolph; Junior 
deacons, Robert Seip, Alvin Derr, Wesley Long, Charles Kemp. 

Baptized membership is 816, confirmed 516, communing 355, 
S.S. enrollment 230, property valuation $102,000, endowment $8200, 
indebtedness $800, current expenses $7185, benevolence $1846. 
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Kissinger’s, Wyomissing 

Kissinger’s Church was organized at a comparatively recent 
time when we consider the founding dates of other rural churches 
of Berks County. Originally in Spring Township, since 1952 it has 
been incorporated into the borough of Wyomissing. It is situated 
about two miles northwest of Reading along the Tulpehocken and 
slightly to the left of Kissinger’s Lane. 

In 1852 the Lutheran and Reformed people of the area along 
the Tulpehocken organized congregations and made plans to build 
a church. Cornerstone was laid May 9, 1852, and the building was 
dedicated Oct. 17, 1852. Pastors were the Rev. J. C. Schmidt, Luth- 
eran, and the Rev. W. A. Good, Reformed. First Lutheran elders 
were John Matz and Abraham Kissinger. 

John and Abraham Kissinger donated the land on which the 
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church was built and the plot for the cemetery. A brick tower 70 
feet high was erected in 1891 with a 1500 pound bell presented by 
Edward S. Wertz in memory of his father. This tower was dedi- 
cated Jan. 1, 1892. Still in use is a two-manual organ presented by 
Henry B. Fisher as a memorial to his beloved wife, May 10, 1894. 

The Rev. J. C. Schmidt continued to serve the Lutheran con- 
gregation until 1857 when the Rev. F. A. M. Keller was called and 
served until 1864. From 1865 to 1869 the Rev. A. Finfrock was 
pastor. He was succeeded by the Rev. F. K. Huntzinger who served 
fOmelenyentse | herealter the Revs. sD: D. Trexler and T. T: laeger 
served until 1887. Conference supply pastors served until 1889 when 
the Rev. Dr. E. S. Brownmiller was called. He served until 1924 
and was succeeded by the Rev. Thomas Atkinson 1924-1928. Since 
1929 the Rev. John S. Sowa has been pastor. 

Purchase of the schoolhouse adjacent to the church was made 
in 1933. The 100th and 105th anniversaries were observed with 
special services Oct. 19, 1952, and Oct. 13, 1957. The church was 
incorporated in 1936. 

Lutheran members of church council are: Valeria Hoffert, Mr. 
and Mrs. Oliver Sweitzer and Percival Frey. Organist is Miss Loretta 
Sweitzer. 

Baptized membership is 191, confirmed 65, communing 30, 
S.S. enrollment 42, valuation of property $15,800; current and 
benevolence budget $3000. 


Maidencreek, Blandon 

The Maidencreek Church is located at the northern end of 
Blandon with the scenery of hills and farms around it, and with the 
city of Reading eight miles south. The name of the church was derived 
from the name of the township which in turn received its name from 
the creek running through it. 

Lutheran services were started in the fall of 1859 in the school- 
house, organized by the Rev. Benjamin D. Zweizig. The organizer 
of the Reformed group was the Rev. A. L. Herman, both working 
“shoulder to shoulder’. Both men became the first pastors of their 
respective congregations. Mar. 30, 1860, both congregations were 
organized and decision made that a union church be erected on the 
land opposite the old Blandon schoolhouse donated by Benjamin Fox 
and his wife Susan. Building committee consisted of William Bland, 
J. Deturk, Adam W. Kauffman, Simon Moyer, John Rothermel and 
Daniel Trout. The committee was authorized to build a brick church 
with tower, basement, vestibule and gallery in the Gothic style. Con- 
tract was awarded April 28, 1860. Cornerstone laying services con- 
ducted June 24, 1860, attracted 3000 people. At this event, the 
constitution of the union church was presented. Article I reads as 
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follows: “The name, style and title of this Church shall be The 
Independent Evangelical Lutheran and German Reformed Maiden- 
creek Church, Blandon, Pennsylvania.” 

The church, costing $7000, was dedicated Dec. 25 and 26, 
1860, with the following participating: the Revs. B. D. Zweizig, F. J. 
Schantz, D.D., Bejamin E. Kramlich, Joel Grim, Jeremiah Schindel 
and E. H. M. Sell, Lutheran; and the Rev. J. S. Herman, Reformed. 
The charter of incorporation was granted Nov. 5, 1861. The church 
was remodeled and enlarged in 1925 and rededicated in the following 
year. 

The S. S. was organized in 1859 as a Union S. S. in the Lower 
Blandon Schoolhouse. 


MAIDENCREEK, BLANDON 


75th anniversary services were held May 5, 1935. Lutheran 
pastors participating were: the Revs. Elmer F. Wenrich, J. O. Henry, 
D.D., Charles E. Kistler, D.D., Jacob W. Bittner and Thomas 
Atkinson. 

Maidencreek Church, almost 100 years old, naturally has a rich 
history. Among the first families associated with the Lutheran con- 
gregation were these names: Ahrens, Adam, Albright, Angstadt, 
Baum, Becker, Burgert, Berg, Burkert, Bossler, Conrad, Cramer, 
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Delf, Faust, Fox, Gauker, Howkins, Hinkel, Kauffman, Kline, Lorah, 
Martin, Miller, Mengel, Moyer, Rothermel, Rissmiller, Schmehl, 
Phillips, Sweitzer, Taylor, Wessner, Weitzel and others, most of which 
are the names of the present church members. 

Pastors who have served Maidencreek Lutheran Church are: 
the Revs. B. D. Zweizig 1860-1903; Charles E. Kistler 1903-1908; 
J. O. Henry 1908-1909; W. K. Fisher 1910-1914; J. W. Bittner 
1914-1924; Thomas Atkinson 1924-1928; George S. Kressley (sup- 
ply) 1929-1930; Elmer F. Wenrich 1930-1953; Charles H. Ruloff, 
ieee 56. aldis, Vezezers, L.Th: 1958 to present. 

Organizations include: Senior and Junior Choirs, under leader- 
ship of Mrs. J. Edgar Miller, Luther League, ULCW and Boy Scout 
Troop No. 183 together with cub scouts. 

Since 1955 Maidencreek Lutheran Church belongs to the 
Maidencreek-Good Shepherd, Tuckerton, Lutheran Parish. 

1958 church council included: Clarence J. Becker, Alfred Bur- 
gert, Roy Burgert, Edward J. Cramer, Wilson F. Cramer, Henry 
Krumanocker, Walter Kleinsmith, William R. Long, Howard Lorah, 
Maurice S. Mertz, Frank Phillips and Thomas Williams. 

Confirmed membership is 470, communing 400, Union S.S. 
enrollment 350, valuation of church $150,000. 1958 budget was 
$9590. 


Nativity, Reading 


The establishment of a Lutheran congregation in Hampden 
Heights, Reading, was considered as early as 1923 when a religious 
survey of this region was sponsored jointly by the Min. of Penna. 
and the East Penna. Synod. In 1925 the East Penna. Synod trans- 
ferred St. Peter’s congregation, 12th and Windsor Sts., Reading, to 
the Min. of Penna. that it might be relocated and become a part of a 
new congregation in the Hampden Heights area. 

In Jan. 1926, church services and S. S. sessions were dis- 
continued in St. Peter’s Church and transferred to the public 
school building at 11th and Pike Sts., where on Jan. 24, 1926, 
the Rev. U. S. G. Bertolet, supt. of Home Missions of the Min. of 
Penna. conducted the first S. S. session and church service. 30 attend- 
ed S. S. and 15 were present for the first church service. Services 
were conducted every Sunday from this time on either by the supt. 
of Home Missions or student supply pastors. 

At a meeting in the school building Aug. 22, 1926, the congre- 
gation was formally organized. The names of 88 charter members, 
27 of whom were former members of St. Peter’s congregation, were 
read by Charles A. Mathias, a seminary student who served the 
congregation for several months during the summer of 1926. The 
official name was chosen, and a church council elected as follows: 
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David L. Franciscus, Charles K. Faust, Sylvester Jacobs, Henry J. 
Pflum, Clarence F. Stoudt and William S. Teter. 

Sept. 8, 1926, the Court of Berks County was petitioned for a 
decree of dissolution of St. Peter’s congregation, and the incorpora- 
tion of ‘““The Evangelical Lutheran Church of The Nativity, Reading, 
Pennsylvania”. At this same meeting three more men were elected to 
council: James J. Merkel, Raymond E. Mattern, and Walter H. 
Yeich. 
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NATIVITY, READING 


A Ladies’ Aid was organized Sept. 21, 1926, with 12 ladies 
present. 

The congregation’s first communion service was conducted in 
the schoolhouse Oct. 17, 1926, by the Rev. U. S. G. Bertolet with 
35 communing. After the service, the congregation in conjunction 
with representatives of the Board of American Missions authorized 
the purchase, from George D. Horst, of a lot 100 by 200 feet, at the 
northeast corner of 13th and Amity Sts. for $13,000. It was also 
decided to secure plans for the erection of a church and parsonage 
to cost approximately $100,000. The Board of American Missions 
and the Reading Conf. promised to assist in the financing and 
paying of the interest. 

The congregation received its charter Jan. 3, 1927. The first 
catechetical class of five members was confirmed April 10, 1927, in 
Northeast Junior High School by the Rev. William A. Fluck, pastor 
of St. Luke’s Church, who had organized and instructed the class. 

April 25, 1927, contract was awarded to John C. Dethoff to 
build the church. Ground breaking services were conducted May 1, 
1927, by the Rev. William O. Laub, pres. of the Reading Conf. 
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The congregation was received into membership of the Min. 
of Penna. at its convention in Lancaster, June 6, 1927. Allen H. Roth, 
a seminarian, served as supply pastor during the summer of 1927. 

The cornerstone was laid July 31, 1927, by the Rev. U. S. G. 
Bertolet. Addresses were delivered by pastors W. O. Laub, W. A. 
Fluck and C. E. Kistler, D.D., all of whom gave valuable assistance 
in establishing Nativity. 

Jan. 9, 1928, the church council was enlarged to 12 members 
with the election of Dr. Charles D. Werley, Edgar O. Dreas and 
James A. Davidheiser. 

The first floor of the church was dedicated Jan. 29, 1928, by 
Supt. Bertolet. Speakers were the Rev. William M. Weaver and the 
Rev. Howard S. Paules, treas. of the Min. of Penna. In this room, 
Pastor Paules conducted the first confirmation service April 1, 1928. 
There were 83 communicants. 

The church sanctuary was dedicated April 22, 1928, by Supt. 
Bertolet and the Rev. John L. Deaton preached the sermon. Other 
speakers during dedication week included: the Rev. Dr. E. P. 
Pfatteicher, pres. of the Min. of Penna. and the Revs. W. O. Laub, 
GaG@ebeck, 1):D;, D2E. Longacre, W. A. Fluck, C. E. Kistler, D.D., 
and L. S. Sweitzer. A newly organized choir of 28 voices sang at all 
the services under the direction of Mrs. Daisy Smoll. 

The church was built of native mountain stone, and so located 
on the sloping lot as to permit entrances to both the lower and upper 
floors from grade. The sanctuary is on the upper floor and seats 
450 persons. 

Twenty-two springs were encountered in excavation. This in- 
volved extra expense, bringing the cost with furnishings to $118,368. 
Because of the extra expense, plans to build a parsonage were aban- 
doned. The interest on the indebtedness exceeded $100 per week. 
Congregations and individuals of the Reading Conf. paid a 
portion of it for about two years. 

April 15, 1928, the congregation called the Rev. Luke S. 
Sweitzer, pastor of Amityville Parish, to become the first pastor 
of Nativity. He was installed June 10, 1928, by the Rev. Dr. E. P. 
Pfatteicher and is the present pastor. He had the privilege of con- 
ducting the first communion service in the sanctuary of the new 
church, as his first service in the parish, June 3, 1928; 92 communed. 

Luther Leagues, Intermediate and Junior Choirs, a Camp Fire 
Group, a Boy Scout Troop and a Vacation Bible School were started 
in 1928 and have continued to the present time. On the tenth anni- 
versary the confirmed membership was 500 and the S. S. En- 
rollment was over 400. However the decade of the depression 
years of the thirties was an exceedingly difficult time financially 
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because of the indebtedness. A refinancing program was effected in 
1940 and from then on significant progress was made. 

In 1943 the dwelling at 1421 Linden St. was purchased as 
a parsonage. In 1947 the interior of the church was renovated and 
painted. A new insulation block ceiling was installed in the audi- 
torium and a panelled wooden beam ceiling placed in the chancel. 
The total cost of $6800 was paid during rededication month. Dedi- 
cation services were conducted Sept. 14, 1947, by the Rev. Victor 
A. Kroninger, pres. of the Reading Conf. 

In 1951 a set of organ chimes was presented by the Men’s 
League of Nativity and dedicated in honor of the 165 men and 
women who served in World War II and in sacred memory of four 
members who made the supreme sacrifice. An automatic zoned oil 
heating system was installed in 1951 at a cost of $7000. 

The 25th anniversary of the organization of the congregation 
was observed Aug. 19, 1951, with the Rev. William Fluck, D.D., as 
guest speaker. In 1952 an additional hundred feet of ground was 
purchased north of the church for $3000. 

The 25th anniversary of the dedication of the church was 
observed April 19, 1953, with the Rev. John L. Deaton, D.D., 
preaching. In the evening, a mortgage burning ceremony was con- 
ducted in recognition of the fact that the goal of “Debt Free in 
Fifty-three” adopted in 1948 had been achieved. The service was 
conducted by the pastor assisted by Clarence F. Stoudt and Syl- 
vester Jacobs, members of the first church council, Franklin G. 
Fisher, treas. of the congregation and Attorney George B. 
Balmer, who guided Nativity through its financial problems. At this 
service the organizations presented a gift of $900 to the church as 
the beginning of a new S.S. Building Fund. 

In 1955 a financial program was launched to raise additional 
funds for a S.S. Building and Fellowship Hall. $85,000 was received 
in cash and pledges. July 9, 1956, the contract was awarded to John 
C. Dethoff to erect a two-story educational building 45 by 70 feet and 
a one-story fellowship hall 48 by 70 feet, adjacent to and connected to 
the north side of the church. Ground breaking services were held 
July 29, 1956, and the cornerstone was laid Mar. 3, 1957. The 
building was dedicated Oct. 13, 1957, with the Rev. Charles M. 
Cooper, D.D., pres. of the Min. of Penna., delivering the sermon. 
The Rev. Daniel F. Newhart, pres. of the Reading Conf., and the 
Rev. Mervin F. Heller, sec. of the Greater Reading Council of 
Churches, were speakers at subsequent services. The new building 
together with the renovation of the S.S. rooms in the church building, 
and new furnishings cost $200,000, of which a little more than half 
was in hand when the building was completed. 
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Sons in the ministry are: Earl D. Strawn and Russell S. Gaenzle, 
D.D. 

1958 church councilmen were: Einar A. Ericksen, Carl Vill- 
forth, John E. Althouse, John H. Buck, Harry J. Bodman, Frederick 
P. Bower, Henry B. Colburn, Dr. Arthur N. Ericksen, J. Hershey 
Gingrich, Ralph J. Heinz, Herbert F. Stolz, H. Raymond Warren. 
Franklin G. Fisher is treas. and Warren B. Johnson is fin. sec. 

Baptized membership is 1483, confirmed 1075, communing 814, 
S.S. enrollment 580, property valuation $450,000, indebtedness $84,- 
000, current and benevolence budget $50,113. 


New Bethel, Albany Township 


Due to the lack of early records the original date of founding 
is uncertain; however, it is believed that the organization of the 
church dates to 1750, and that a temporary structure was erected 
in 1751. In 1754 the first accurate record can be found in the form 
of a map showing detailed county roads and a church. The oldest 
accurate church records date to 1761 when a permanent structure 
was erected, which seems to indicate that the church was used by 
both Lutheran and Reformed denominations. The name at this 
time was “Bethel”. In 1791 the church was rebuilt, but no specific 
details are given. Very little is known of the activities of the church 
for the next 60 years although it is said in one record that the church 
became union in 1808 even though at the cornerstone laying in 1761 
both denominations are mentioned. 

In 1853 the present building was erected and the cornerstone 
placed Mar. 8, 1853. At this time a joint council existed with each 
denomination having equal members and equal rights. It was also 
at this time that the name was changed from “Bethel” to “New 
Bethel”. In 1883 the church was renovated. Statistics are vague 
although it is mentioned that 208 members contributed toward the 
project. 

In 1903 the S.S. was formally organized and the same year the 
church was again renovated. In 1905 under the pastorate of the 
Rev. Scheirer, English services were introduced for the first time. 
Many minor additions and renovations were made between the 
period of 1900 to 1936. In 1936 the interior was remodeled and 
changed from pulpit-centered to altar-centered chancel and a floor 
replaced the balconies. The present edifice is of Blue Mountain stone 
and is located northwest of Kempton not very far from the well 
known Hawk Mountain Sanctuary. 

Those listed as being active in the founding of the church were: 
Jacob Zettlemoyer, Simon Fries, Jacob Gerhart, Jacob Wade, Adam 
Levan and Ferdinand Ritter. 

There is no record of regular pastors from 1761 to 1831. Those 
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who have served since are: the Revs. G. F. laeger 1831-1879; 
B. S. Smoll 1874(?)-1885; Oscar D. Miller 1885-1896; O. S. 
Scheirer 1896-1914; James O. Schlenker 1914-1927; Ira W. Klick 


NEW BETHEL, ALBANY TOWNSHIP 


1927-1947; Addison Z. Planz 1947-1948; Craig J. Dorward 1949- 
1957; Paul H. Spohn 1958 to present. 

Organizations include: Ladies’ Aid organized 1929 with 118 
members, now numbers 90; Young People’s Society organized 1932, 
has 40 members; Senior Choir has 28 members; Junior Choir organ- 
ized 1951 has 35 members; Missionary Guild organized 1952 has 
35 members. All organizations are very active. 

The 100th anniversary of the present edifice was observed Nov. 
sy, ABS) S). 

Sons of New Bethel who have entered the ministry are the Rev. 
Franklin S. Dietrich, missionary to India and the Rev. Warren C. 
Heinly, son of the late J. Frank and Libbie Heinly. 

Present church council includes: George Kunkel, Warren Long, 
Paul Snyder, Charles Fetherolf, Raymond Dietrich, Clarence Kunkel, 
William Howerter, Anson Dietrich, Floyd Bond and Nevin Bond. 

Baptized membership is 290, confirmed 255, communing 184, 
S.S. enrollment 210, valuation of property $175,000, total current 
and benevolence budget $6000. 
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New Bethel (Zion), Grimville 


The early roots of this church date back to the Palatinate 
Germans who settled in the vicinity of Grimsville. (The name has 
recently been changed to Grimville.) The circuit riders were the 
first type of preachers to minister to the Lutherans in this area. It is 
stated that Count Zinzendorf preached to the settlers in the vicinity 
of Levan’s Mill at Eaglepoint. Although a confirmation class was 
confirmed in 1761 by the Rev. Daniel Schumacher, then pastor of 
Allemangel Church (now Jerusalem Church located near Stony Run), 
it is rather definite that no church existed at that time. It is probable 
that in the same year, 1761, land was purchased from George Karns 
—two acres and four perches—for the purpose of constructing the 
first church for two pounds or $9.72. Cornerstone was placed May 
Pei Gland consecrated Oct. 3, 1762. 

The name of the church at this time was “Bethel”. Records 
indicate that the church was exclusively Lutheran until 1844 when 
it was resolved to give equal rights to the Reformed congregation. 
Previous to this, the Reformed people in the area were given the 
privilege to use the church for occasional services and permission 
was granted to bury their dead in the cemetery. 

In 1803 a new church was constructed and dedicated Nov. 6, 
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1803. Building committee for the present church was Michael Croll, 
John Derr, Heinrich Kohler, Andrew Kampf. The cornerstone for 
this building was placed July 22, 1923. The names of 1335 persons 
who contributed $1746.50 were written on a record placed in the 
stone. It is generally agreed that New Bethel Zion Church has 
been a leader in rural church life in the area north of Kutztown. 
It is located on Route 22, one mile east of Krumsville. Activities have 
been greatly increased and the church has continued to serve a rather 
large geographical area. 

First church council consisted of George Kamp and Christian 
Ungerer. The other “founding fathers” are not known. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. Daniel Schumacher, 
J. H. Schaum, John F. Obenhaussen, Daniel Lehman and John 
Knoske 1761-1839; G. F. Iaeger 1839-1873; B. S. Smoll 1874-1890; 
F. K. Bernd 1891-1896; O. S. Scheirer 1896-1914; J. O. Schlenker 
1914-1926; Ira W. Klick 1927-1947; Addison Planz 1947-1948; 
Craig Dorward 1949-1957; Paul H. Spohn 1958 to present. 

Organizations include: Ladies’ Aid Society organized Sept. 29, 
1925, with 9 members, now numbers 83; -Missionary Society or- 
ganized 1930 with 14 members, now numbers 34; Senior Choir has 
17 members; Youth Choir has 20 members. 

Sept. 22, 1861, the 100th anniversary of the organization of 
the church was celebrated. Sept. 13, 1903, the centennial of the 
erection of the present church building was celebrated. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Revs. D. K. Humbert, D.D. Trex- 
ler, Edwin H. Smoll, J. O. Schlenker, W. F. Bond, A. L. Ramer 
and Morris W. Krause. 

1958 church council included: John Bechtel, Clarence Diet- 
rich, Ira Dietrich, William Dietrich, William Merkel, Richard Piger, 
Kermit Delong, Ernest Merkel, Roy Merkel, Marvin Zimmerman, 
William Boyer and Percy Bailey. 

Baptized membership is 543, confirmed 346, communing 260, 
S. S. enrollment 250, valuation of property $250,000, total current 
and benevolence budget $8706. 


New Jerusalem (Dunkel’s), Greenwich — 
Township 


In the year 1744 the German Reformed who lived in the area 
about five miles northwest of Kutztown organized a congregation and 
built a log church. Its location is said to have been “near the Onte- 
launee”. The original name was “Dunkel Kirche’, due to some 
connection with the family of that name. No mention is made at 
this time of any Lutheran congregation. In 1790 a new church was 
considered and this one, when completed, was “union”. It is said 
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that the union of the two groups became a reality after the realization 
that the congregation was in need of a new church structure and the 
limited number of Reformeds necessitated some assistance. Sometime 
between 1744 and 1790, 40 acres of ground were acquired. Early 
records are very inadequate. 

The church was renovated in 1824 under the supervision of 
George Dietrich and John Lenhard, trustees. When consecrated 
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NEW JERUSALEM (DUNKEL’S), GREENWICH TOWNSHIP 


Oct. 6, 1824, by the Rev. John German, the name New Jerusalem 
was given. In 1859 a new brick church was built which stands as 
the present edifice. Those active in this construction were: George 
Heisely, John Merkel, George B. Dietrich, Benjamin Dietrich and 
Samuel Heily. In 1894 the church was thoroughly renovated and 
rededicated Sept. 2, by the Rev. B. S. Smoll. 

In 1901 a bell tower was added and dedicated Sept. 1, 1901. 
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In 1951 the church was renovated at a cost of $41,000 and the 
pulpit-centered church was replaced by the altar-centered chancel. 
A new organ was also placed in the church. The Lutheran Church 
was incorporated in 1952; however, separate treasuries exist and 
each congregation has equal responsibilities in maintaining the prop- 
erty. The area northwest of Kutztown including Virginville is served 
by the church. 

The first record of Lutheran “fathers” appears in 1808. These 
names include: George Reinhard, Peter Steiger, George Heinle, 
George Dietrich, Jacob Sonntag, Philip Reinhard, Jacob Will, David 
Lichty, Michael Schober, Adam Dietrich, Jacob Arnold, Johnathan 
Dunkelberger, David Heinle, Peter Merkel and Jacob Merkel. 

The following pastors have served: the Revs. Daniel Lehman 
1790-1804; Frederic Engel 1804-1823; G. F. laeger 1823-1874; 
B. S. Smoll 1874-1895; O. D. Miller 1895-1896; O. S. Scheirer 
1896-1914; J. O. Schlenker 1914-1926; Ira W. Klick 1927-1947; 
Addison Planz 1947-1948; Craig Dorward 1949-1957; Paul H. 
Spohn 1958 to present. 

Organizations include: Senior Choir with 19 members; Junior 
Choir organized in 1954 has 12 members; ULCW organized 1954 
with 8 members, now numbers 18; ULCM organized 1952, now 
numbers 18 members (includes other members of Grimville Parish). 

The 50th anniversary of the present structure was celebrated 
in 1909. In 1944 the bicentennial of the founding of the first church 
was celebrated. Preparation is being made for celebration of the 
centennial of the present edifice. 

Richard Miller, a son of the congregation, now a senior at 
Muhlenberg College, plans to enter the Christian ministry. 

1958 church council included: Elton Sunday, Elton Dietrich, 
Norton Merkel, John Minnich, Clarence Trexler, Edward Dietrich, 
Ralph Sanner, Mantill Kerr, Kirby Heffner and Herbert Miller. 

Baptized membership is 233, confirmed 177, communing 161, 
S. S. enrollment 166, valuation of property $110,000, indebtedness 
$1200, current and benevolence budget $4573. 


New Jerusalem, Rockland Township 


New Jerusalem Evangelical Lutheran Church, New Jerusalem, 
Rockland Township, (Fleetwood R. D. 1) is located three miles 
south of both Bowers and Lyons. It is a daughter congregation of 
Christ, Dryville. Tradition says the village of New Jerusalem was 
named after the church and not the church after the village. Evi- 
dence shows the village was named before the congregation was 
organized. 

In 1840 a dispute arose in Christ, Dryville, over the services 
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of the Rev. John Knoske, who was elderly and loved by the older 
people. The younger element desired a younger pastor. Those loyal 
to Pastor Knoske withdrew and formed the congregation at New 
Jerusalem. The congregation was also formed as a convenience 
for the people in the neighborhood and also to establish a union 
church. The church at Dryville has always been a Lutheran Church. 


NEW JERUSALEM, ROCKLAND TOWNSHIP 


In a document of ten articles provision is made for the Reformed 
“neighbors” to use the church to be built. 

April 20, 1840, the cornerstone of the first church was laid 
on a half-acre of ground donated to the Lutheran congregation by 
Andrew Schiffert. Later two acres were purchased from the Herbein 
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farm for cemetery purposes. The Rev. Daniel Kohler was the leader 
in the proceedings, assisted by the Revs. Jeremiah Schindel, Isaac 
Miesse and Christopher Friedrich. Officers at this time were: build- 
ing committee, Ludwig Folk, Andreas Schiffert, Wilhelm Klauser; 
trustees, Friederich Bauer, Jacob Mertz, Heinrich Schlegell; elders, 
Johannes Fister, Ernst Fox, Benjamin Wertz; deacons, Gideon Ang- 
stadt, David Roth, Johannes Miller, Jonas Bauer, Andanas Walb, 
Jacob Schlegel. 


Oct. 3 and 4, 1840, the church was dedicated by the Rev. John 
Knoske and the Rev. Daniel Kohler, assisted by the Rev. Jeremiah 
Schindel and the Rev. Isaac Miesse. Cost was $2151.53. A pipe 
organ was secured in 1858. 


After a lapse of years, the 1840 church was found inadequate 
and in need of repairs. May 20, 1916, two matters were decided: 
(1) to build a new church, not remodel, (2) to build a union church, 
not separate. It was a Lutheran church, but the Reformed were 
given all privileges, even to withdraw from the arrangement at any 
time and be refunded for their contributions to the joint venture. 
By Aug. 6, 1916, articles of agreement were -signed and the founda- 
tion of the new structure was ready for cornerstone laying. Building 
committee was Samuel B. Funk, Benjamin S. Sheetz, and William B. 
Eckert, chief mason. Ambrose Hoffman of Fleetwood was carpenter 
foreman. A S. S. annex, built on the walls of the original church, 
was constructed at the same time. The church was heated by 
steam and lighted with oil lamps. Bell and organ of the 1840 
church were installed. Stained glass was used for all windows. Cost 
was $15,000, not counting $5000 worth of donated labor and 
materials. The church was dedicated almost debt free Aug. 19, 1917. 
In the services, the Revs. John W. Early, Robert B. Lynch, E. S. 
Brownmiller, D.D., H. W. Warmkessel, Horace B. Ritter, A. E. 
Youse, William H. Kline took part. 


In 1927 the tower was rebuilt of brick and stuccoed to match 
the church. In 1936 a Moller organ with chimes was installed, a 
donation by Mr. and Mrs. John G. Keller. In 1940 the interior was 
painted and new carpet laid. The Sunshine Society paid for an altar 
picture, Christ in Gethsemane. In 1947 oil heat was installed, and 
in 1956 the exterior was painted. The Sunshine Society had 
new lights installed and the basement painted. 

Organizations include a Women’s Missionary Society, organized 
in 1948, Luther League, organized in 1954, Sunshine Society 
(union), organized 1933, Boy Scouts and Cubs, organized in 1955. 

Oct. 3, 1937, a reunion of 17 classes confirmed since 1880 
was held with the Rev. Dr. Clarence Keiser as speaker. Aug. 4, 1940, 
the 100th anniversary was noted and renovations dedicated. June 
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22, 1941, special services were held in honor of the 50th anniver- 
sary of the ordination of the Rev. Dr. William F. Bond. Speakers 
were the Revs. David H. Frederick, a son of the congregation, Arthur 
H. Naugle and C. E. Keiser. 

Sons in the ministry were the Rev. A. E. Youse and the Rev. 
David H. Frederick, both deceased. 

Pastors have been: the Revs. John Knoske 1840-1846; C. A. 
Griebler, mention in 1841-1842; J. Carl Schmidt, Jan. 26, 1845 
(possibly sent by Rev. Knoske); Daniel Kohler 1847-1850; 
John Grimm, mention in 1851; G. A. Hinterleitner, D.D. 1852-1866; 
Alfred D. Croll 1867-1869; Simon R. Boyer 1869-1871; David K. 
Humbert 1872-1903; Henry W. Warmkessel, asst. to Rev. Humbert 
for several years; John W. Early (supply) 1903-1904; William F. 
Bond 1904-1944; Dr. C. E. Keiser (supply) 1944-1945; Wilson 
Hartzell 1945-1953; Charles T. Herman 1953 to present. 

1958 councilmen were: trustees, Luther Welder, Howard Hess, 
Melvin Boyer; deacons, Adam Guinther, Robert Heffner, Dennis 
Miller, Richard Schlegel, Lester Sheetz, Raymond Sheetz. 

Baptized membership is 616, confirmed 356, communing 236, 
S. S. enrollment 110, valuation of property $52,500, endowment 
$700, current expenses $4961, benevolence $1928. 


Peace, Reading 


Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, located on the west side 
of the 1700 block of Center Ave., near Bern St. is a daughter of 
Trinity, Reading. 

In 1885 the Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry, pastor of Trinity, proposed 
that three chapels to be designated Faith, Hope and Peace, be built. 
The three chapels were built and were identical in every way. Of the 
three, Peace is the only one in its original location and unchanged 
except for some additions to the building. 

The cornerstone was laid May 17, 1885. Dedication followed 
Sept. 27, 1885, in charge of the Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry, The sermon 
was preached by the Rev. F. J. F. Schantz, a former pastor of Trin- 
ity. Approximate cost of construction was $2100, exclusive of furni- 
ture. A bell, presented by Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Boyer, was placed 
in 1886. 

To comply with requests for preaching services, the Rev. Dr. 
Fry, with church council approval, secured the services of the Rev. 
Lewis Bickel, of Pottstown, to become pastor of Faith, Hope and 
Peace Churches. He began his ministry Nov. 15, 1885, and served 
until Nov. 1, 1890. 

A permanent organization was effected Dec. 15, 1890, with 
23 charter members: Mr. and Mrs. George W. Crouse, Mr. and Mrs. 
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Samuel Lutz, Jeremiah Willitz, H. Morris Willitz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry K. Wanner, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Umbenhauer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur Haag, Francis Mee, George O. Mee, Samuel A. Lutz, Mame 
Fisher, Lucie Bingaman, Mrs. Kate Reinhard, John Bingaman, Wil- 
liam Lutz, Jacob Lutz, John H. Klohr. 
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PEACE, READING 


In the early history of Peace there were many trying conditions 
and circumstances. Members were few but faithful. Trinity Church 
aided financially until Faith and Peace became a parish under the 
General Council Board of Home Missions, July 9, 1916. For 20 
years, Peace received the benefit of a part of a trust fund of $5000 
established by Mrs. Sarah Eisenbrown, a member of Trinity. 

Jan. 1, 1891, the Rev. Henry W. Warmkessel became pastor 
of Peace along with Hope, Reading, and Faith, Mt. Penn. He served 
Peace and Faith until June 1, 1898, when he resigned to give full 
time to Hope. Communion records date from his pastorate and show 
that the first communion was administered to 14 persons April 5, 
18917 

The Rev. Luther D. Lazarus was pastor from June 15, 1898, 
to Dec. 31, 1901. The Rev. J. Franklin Snyder served from April 1, 
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1902, to May 1, 1918. During his pastorate improvements and 
changes were made, including the incorporation of the congregation 
Oct. 2, 1916. Signers of the certificate of incorporation and first 
members of church council were: Daniel L. Mee, Joseph D. Marks, 
William J. Myers, James S. Ammon, C. E. Pfau, Henry J. Lutz. 

June 9, 1918, the Rev. Edgar Crouthamel became pastor and 
served until Nov. 30, 1919. During this pastorate an Estey two- 
manual reed organ costing $600 was dedicated Nov. 17, 1918. 
The Rev. Raymond J. Heckman was installed as pastor June 14, 
1920, by the pres. of Conference, the Rev. George D. Drucken- 
miller. During his ministry which continued to 1924, the congrega- 
tion grew and many improvements were made to the property. 

The Rey. Ernest A. Weber served from 1925 to 1928. At this 
juncture, the parish consisting of Faith and Peace was divided. In 
1928, Peace, St. John’s, Sinking Spring, and Kissinger’s, Wyomis- 
sing, were constituted into the Sinking Spring-Riverside parish. To 
this parish, the Rev. John S. Sowa was called early in 1929. He 
was installed by the Rev. William O. Laub, Conference pres. 
Pastor Sowa served this parish arrangement until the close of 1956, 
when St. John’s, Sinking Spring, withdrew. Pastor Sowa continues 
as pastor of Peace and Kissinger’s. 

The 50th anniversary of the organization of the congregation 
was observed in 1940 with complete renovation of the interior and 
installation of a Hammond organ, altar, paraments, choir pews, 
memorials. Week-long dedicatory services were held nearest Dec. 
15, 1940. In 1952 an addition was erected providing a sacristy and 
rest rooms. In 1953 the ceiling was renewed, interior redecorated and 
recarpeted, altar and chancel refinished, annex completely restored, 
exterior painted, as was also the basement. Council members during 
reconstruction were: John R. Price, Harold I. Levan, Horace D. Rohr- 
bach, Russell J. Ebbert, Robert E. Hess, David E. Behm, Charles 
E. Gehris, William C. Bucks, John D. Gehris, Jr., Robert A. Bricker. 
Rededicatory services were held Jan 3, 1954. The Rev. Ernest A. 
Weber, former pastor and the Rev. Lester E. Fetter, Conference 
pres. were the speakers. 

1958 councilmen were: Robert E. Hess, William C. Bucks, 
Paul E. Batz, Kenneth Ketterer, Russell J. Ebbert, R. John Baver, 
Richard Bucks, Earl Haines, Harry Ebbert, Casimir Fronczek, Carl 
Haines, Lester Heffner, Woodrow Kerns. 

Baptized membership is 463, confirmed 285, communing 175, 
S.S. enrollment 199, valuation of property $61,066. 
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Reformation, Reiffton 


Reformation Church, Reiffton, was organized April 4, 1948, 
under the guidance of the Home Mission Board of the Min. of Penna. 
with 75 charter members. First pastor was the Rev. Bertram C. 
Gilbert, pastor of Schwarzwald Church, Jacksonwald, with which 
Reformation Church was to be associated to form a parish. 

The congregation was a lineal descendant of the Sunday School 
which had been conducted in the area since about 1928 when the 
group met in the Reiffton Elementary School. After it had struggled 
for about five years with varying degrees of success, synodical home 
mission authorities came to the rescue, bought an adjoining lot and 
moved a temporary chapel which had been used at Stone Harbor, 
N. J., to the spot. Even after the S. S., then known as the Reiffton 
Lutheran Chapel, had its permanent home, its fortunes varied 
considerably. In 1945, Evans Keim, then a Lutheran student 
for the ministry attending Albright College, began the success story 
when Reiffton began to grow with an influx of young families. 

Pastor Gilbert installed the following as the first church coun- 
cil: Donald C. Ermentrout, Herman Harp, C. Frank Minnich, Wil- 
liam H. Kiefer, Dr. Harry G. Keller, Edward W. Heck, Harold W. 
Encke, Charles Riegelman and C. M. Schultz. The first communion 
service was conducted April 11, 1948. 
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An early sign of the enthusiasm the new congregation met 
was the fact that aid on pastor’s salary from the Board of American 
Missions at the rate of $50 per month, was accepted for only six 
months. Jan. 1, 1949, the congregation assumed its full share 
of the support of the pastor. 


During this pastorate plans were made and carried through to 
purchase from the Synod the chapel and the adjoining lot for future 
expansion. Many felt that the location was not the best possible one. 
The chapel required many expenditures to make it adequate to serve 
the congregation. Considerable money and much more personal 
service has been expended upon it by the men of the church to make 
it what it is today. 


The congregation was incorporated during its first year and the 
first class was confirmed April 10, 1949, composed of the following: 
Laurabelle Drippe, Barbara Kemp, Sylvia McCoy and Gloria Zuber. 


Pastor Gilbert resigned in 1951 when he was recalled to mili- 
tary service. Steps were then taken to dissolve the parish relation- 
ship. Clyde I. Fry served as stated supply for a few months. Donald 
R. Schaeffer of Pottstown became the first full-time pastor. In 1952 
a parsonage was purchased at 30 East 34th St., Reiffton. 


Organizations included Women’s League, Women’s Missionary 
Society, Altar Guild and Luther League at this time. 


Pastor Schaeffer resigned in Feb. 1954, and the Rev. Clyde I. 
Fry rendered such services as he could until June 1954, when the 
Rev. Raymond A. Reed, Jr., took over his duties, although he was 
not installed until the fall of the year. 


At this time many improvements were made with some expense, 
but at much greater personal expenditure of time and strength on 
the part of the men of the congregation. At the end of 1954 there 
was a deficit of almost $1000. Opposition to building became more 
outspoken, so that of 65 ballots cast at the congregational meeting 
in 1955, 21 were opposed to the project. A program called “A 
Church For Sale’ was designed to strengthen church loyalty and pay 
off the remaining mortgages on both the church and the parsonage. 
The purpose of this program was to prepare ultimately for the 
building program. The sum of $11,500 was pledged. However, by 
Jan. 1956, tensions had so multiplied, that the third pastorate came 
to a close. 


The Rev. John Hassler of Fritztown became stated supply 
during this vacancy and on Jan. 15, 1957, the Rev. William J. 
Ducker became the fourth pastor. 

In 1957 the church participated in the Area Evangelism Mission. 
In 1958 the tenth anniversary was celebrated and Women of the 
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Church was activated supplanting all other women’s organizations. 
Giving to benevolences was much improved during this year. 

The following have served as organist and choir director: Mrs. 
C. Frank Minnich, J. Edward Snyder and Janet Nagle. S. S. supts. 
have been: Herman Harp, M. Luther Lausch and C. Harry Briggs. 
William H. Kiefer, sec., and Norman M. Kister, treas., have served 
the S. S. faithfully. 

Officers of Women of the Church are: pres., Mrs. John Carson; 
vice-pres., Carolyn Ducker; sec., Margaret Mitchell; treas., Mrs. 
Wm. R. Lessig, Jr.; committee chm., education, Mrs. R. Frank 
Herr; christian service, Carolyn A. Ducker; statistics, Mrs. Wm. H. 
Miller; membership, Mrs. Homer B. Wendling; offerings, Mrs. M. 
Luther Lausch. 

Present church council includes: Webster E. Painter, Alfred A. 
Sanna, William H. Miller, Robert R. Herr, William R. Lessig, Jr., 
Anton M. Wagner, C. Robert Walter, Homer B. Wendling, H. Karl 
Zeswitz. 

Baptized membership is 336, confirmed 232, communing 141, 
S. S. enrollment 153, valuation of property $42,388, indebtedness 
$8882, current and benevolence budget $15,811. 


Robeson, Plowville 


First known as the “Forest”, then “Plow”, this congregation 
is now properly designated “The Robeson Evangelical Lutheran 
Church”. Though still called “Plow” by many, the name “Forest” 
is all but forgotten. 

In 1779 the first church was erected on a tract of land deeded 
in 1767 by the family of William Penn “for a place of worship for 
a Lutheran congregation.” The first deacons were Paul Geiger and 
John Moyer, 1767-1770. The teacher of their school was Michael 
Walter. From 1770 to 1773, the deacons were Conrad Mohr and 
Melchior Schweitzer. This first church was octagonal in shape, located 
along present Route 122, Morgantown Road, at the southwestern 
corner of the cemetery, where an oak tree now stands. 

In a document, dated 1779, the members declare that they 
have built a house of divine worship for a Protestant Lutheran con- 
gregation and for none other minister or preacher. So the deed of 
1792 is given to Michael Hoffman and John Moyer in trust for the 
Lutheran congregation. When in 1817 additional ground was added, 
it was deeded to Michael Westley, John Ammon and William 
Wamsher in trust for the Lutheran church. 

The document of 1779 bears the name of the Rev. Dr. Henry 
M. Muhlenberg and the signatures of John Focht, John Moyer, Sr., 
Jacob Seifrit, Philip Wert, Peter Bohm, John Moyer, Jr., George 
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Wicklein, Paul Geiger, Melchior Schweitzer, Jacob Hoffman, Casper 
Wolf, Philip Fair, Mark Fair and Jacob Fair. 

The second church and schoolhouse was built in 1810-1811 
with money raised in a lottery, authorized by law. 5000 tickets were 
sold at $3.00 each. Amount to be raised was $3000. Location of 
the second church was about 50 feet northwest of the present church. 
The Reformed people assisted in building and have used it ever 
since jointly with the Lutherans. They were however, erroneously 
called “Presbyterians” and a resolution dated Mar. 23, 1849, reads: 
“Resolved that no minister be allowed to preach in this church 
except the Lutheran and Presbyterian.” As of May 1, 1848, two 
additional acres of ground were acquired, deeded to both the Pres- 
byterian and Lutheran congregations. 


ROBESON, PLOWVILLE 
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The last service in the second church was held April 15, 1888. 
The cornerstone for the third and present church was laid June 
23 and 24, 1888. The basement was dedicated Feb. 10, 1889, and 
the completed church May 25, 1890. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. William Kurtz 1770- 
1779; F. T. Illing 1781-1797; John Plitt 1799-1812; Peter Filbert 
1813-1830; J. W. Reichert 1831-1834; C. F. Welden 1835-1838; 
C. P. Miller 1838-1842; Marcus Harpel 1842-1845; Jeremiah Harpel 
1845-1848; Thomas T. Iaeger 1848-1849; J. R. Focht 1850-1850; 
F. A. M. Keller 1851-1864; Henry S. Miller 1864-1864; Aaron 
Finfrock 1864-1865; F. T. Hoover 1865-1866; D. K. Humbert 1867- 
1872; Zenas H. Gable 1873-1909; Charles G. Heffner 1910-1921; 
Corson C. Snyder 1921-1924; Victor A. Kroninger 1924-1934; 
John C. Dries 1934-1937; Frank E. Radcliffe 1938-1944; William 
O. Bradley 1945-1948; Verne E. Snyder 1948-1958; George F. 
Spieker 1959 to present. 

Sept. 19, 20, 26, 27, 1874, the centennial of the founding of 
the church was observed with the Revs. B. D. Zweizig, B. M. 
Schmucker and Z. H. Gable preaching sermons. 

The present edifice is 70 by 46 feet and seats 500 persons. It is 
constructed of stone and cost $14,849.62. 

Aug. 7, 1898, special services were held honoring the Rev. 
Zenas H. Gable for 25 years of ministry to this congregation. He 
served 11 years more than the 25 years. 

A tract of 89 perches was acquired Mar. 18, 1916. 

April 15, 1934, along with St. John’s, Gibraltar, Robeson 
Church withdrew from the Shillington Parish, and became known as 
the Robeson Lutheran Parish. 

Plans for a parsonage, owned by both St. John’s, Gibraltar, 
and Robeson, Plowville, were made Sept. 8, 1940. 

Separation of the “union” arrangement with the Reformed 
congregation, begun in 1888, occurred Sept. 2, 1956, with the 
Reformed congregation relinquishing all claims. 

Effective Sept. 1, 1958, the two congregations mutually agreed 
to dissolve the parish arrangement and Robeson Lutheran Church 
became a parish by itself. 

As 1958 came to a close, extensive renovations were in progress 
which culminated in rededication services April 5, 1959, with the 
Rey. Dr. Charles M. Cooper, pres. of the Min. of Penna. preaching 
on April 12, 1959. 

A son in the ministry is the Rev. Luke S. Sweitzer, ordained 
1926. 

Church councilmen are: John Y. Amoroso, D. Herbert Huyett, 
Ibra S. Fancher, Jr., Harry Breitinger, Gerald Hoffert, William Mc- 
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Cormick, Earl K. Witwer, Felix Geiger, Morris Kachel, George 
Moore, Joseph Zeiders, and fin. sec., Mrs. Paul Yocum. 
Organizations include Ladies’ Aid Society, King’s Men, Luther 
League. 
Baptized membership is 610, confirmed 446, communing 350, 
S. S. enrollment 190, valuation of property $215,000, indebtedness 
$10,000, current and benevolent expenses $30,415. 


Salem (Shalter’s), Alsace Township 


The cornerstone for the first Salem (Shalter’s) Union Church 
in Alsace Township was laid April 19, 1860. The church building 
was dedicated Oct. 24, 1860. The building was a two-story structure 
costing $2000, with land donated by Benjamin Shalter, one of the 
organizers. Working with him were Gottfried Lutz, Samuel 
Schmehl, Augustus Schmehl, Jacob Snyder, Jacob Hinkel, Christian 
Schildt, John Schildt, William Clymer, Lewis Keller, Simpson Becker, 
Amos Becker, Daniel Becker, John Heckman, William Heckman, 
Benneville Delp, Jacob Snyder, Ephraim Snyder, Jacob Treuer, Jacob 
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Labe, Jacob Gass, and Daniel Bernhardt. Much of the work in 
constructing this first house of worship was volunteered by the 
members. 

The Lutheran and Reformed congregations were organized by 
members of Spies Church who lived in the area. Many were of 
the opinion that since their place of worship (Spies Church) was 
so far distant from their homes they would erect a church building. 
The majority of the members who organized the Salem (Shalter’s) 
Church lived in Mount Laurel, and worked at the Clymer furnace 
and ore mining. However, years before, in 1790, a certain Dr. Beitle- 
man (Bytleman) set apart a burial plot of two acres which has since 
been expanded and serves both congregations. It was adjacent to 
this cemetery that the church was erected. 

The membership in both congregations at the time of organi- 
zation in 1860 numbered approximately 100. The first pastors in 
1860 were the Rev. Thomas T. Iaeger, Lutheran, and the Rev. Isaac 
Miesse, Reformed, 

Oct. 31, 1928, a building committee was appointed to supervise 
the construction of a new edifice. Serving on the committee were: 
William H. Noll, Charles M. Eshbach, Samuel T. Leinbach, John 
M. Bertolette, William Brunner. April 24, 1929, the contract was 
awarded at a cost of $48,000. Work was begun immediately and 
the new building was dedicated Sept. 21, 1930. 

A Sunday School was organized early by the two congregations. 
Serving as the present supt. is Lewis Kauffman. 

The following pastors have served: the Revs. Thomas T. 
Iaeger, Conrad Isaac Kueding, F. C. Lampe, Ephraim S. Brown- 
miller. These supplies have also served: the Revs. W. K. Fisher, Dr. 
Charles C. Boyer, M. Luther Brownmiller, Jacob W. Bittner, 
Clarence E. Keiser and Harold W. Engle. 

1958 church council included: Samuel W. Rothenberger, Floyd 
Weidner, Richard Swavely, Earl M. Focht, Herbert Pehlman, Herbert 
Breitegam, Paul Breitegam, Sr., James Schwoyer, Robert Brown. 

Baptized membership is 366, confirmed 258, communing 218. 


Salem, Bethel 


Salem (Rick’s Memorial) Church is located in the town of 
Bethel on Route 501. Prior to 1852 the Lutheran people of this 
community worshipped in the Altalaha Church at Rehrersburg. In 
1852 the Salem congregation was organized by the Rev. T. T. laeger. 
The first church council consisted of Martin Smith, Solomon Schreff- 
ler, Henry Brobst and John Burgert. Before the organization took 
place, Salem Reformed congregation was petitioned for the priv- 
ilege to worship in their church. This right was granted under 
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a written agreement signed by the Reformed Consistory and such 
voting members as were present at a meeting Aug. 21, 1853. This 
right was granted “for as long as the Lutherans wish it, and as long 
as the majority of the voting members of the Reformed congrega- 
tion permit it, providing that the Lutherans shall bring their volun- 
tary gifts for the maintenance and improvement of the church, as 
the Reformeds do.” The agreement further provided for the privilege 
of the Lutherans to worship every four weeks, and to hold confir- 
mation and communion services, as well as the right to use the 
burial ground, and also that all general offerings should go into the 
general treasury of the two congregations, and that both Lutherans 
and Reformeds alike abide by the regular laws of the Reformed 
church. Furthermore, if the Lutherans wished to break away at 
any time they were not permitted to take anything along, nor did 
they need to pay anything further. At the time of the organization, 
there were 25 communicants. The next year there were 48 including 
ten catechumens. 


SALEM, BETHEL 

For 78 years these two congregations lived up to the spirit of 
the agreement. May 1, 1930, at a meeting of the church council, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. George Rick offered $20,000 for building a new 
Lutheran church for the congregation. Greatly desiring a building 
of their own with room provided for a Sunday School, and with no 
unfriendliness toward their sister congregation, the members voted 
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unanimously May 25, 1930, to gratefully accept the voluntary con- 
tribution from Mr. and Mrs. Rick to build a memorial church to 
be known as Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church. At the same 
time, Charles Clemens donated one acre, more or less, of ground 
for the site, which, too, was gratefully accepted. Ground was broken 
Aug. 19, 1930, and the cornerstone laid Sept. 7, 1930, by the 
pastor, Dr. Wirt A. Dries. The building committee consisted of 
J. G. Rick, Mrs. J. G. Rick, Charles Clemens, Mrs. Sallie B. Kurr 
and William Bashore. The church council at this time consisted of 
Wayne H. Gibbel, Charles C. Clemens, Philip S. Steinbach, Harry 
M. Kohr, William H. Bashore, Norman Y. Schlappig, Nathan H. 
Gibbel, and Oscar Strauss. The cost of the completed church was 
$25,000 with the congregation contributing the additional $5000 
as well as memorial windows and interior furnishings. A small loan 
was made to complete the transactions for a period of seven years and 
in 1938 the balance of this debt was cancelled by another donation 
by Mrs. J. G. Rick in the amount of approximately $500. Dedication 
took place in 1931. 


During 1947 a new oil burner was installed, well drilled, and 
water pump installed at a cost of $800. In 1948 vestments were 
purchased for the choir, together with altar cross, candlesticks, 
flower vases, and offering plates. In 1949 the church basement was 
concreted. In 1950 a Minshall-Estey electric organ was dedicated 
at a special service May 28, with the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, pres. 
of the Reading Conf. as guest speaker. Prior to this time there was 
a piano used to accompany the services. 

After extensive renovations both to the interior and exterior, 
a Rededication Service was held Oct. 7, 1951, with the Rev. Horace 
S. Mann, supt. of the Lutheran Inner Mission Society as guest 
speaker. 


In 1952 ladies’ and men’s rest rooms were installed in the base- 
ment, in preparation for the 100th anniversary services June 14 to 
June 22. Guest speakers included the Rev. Dr. Emil E. Fischer, pres. 
of the Min. of Penna. and the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, pres. of the 
Reading Conf. as well as neighboring pastors and former pastors. 

During 1957 a completely new oil heating system was installed 
with provision made to heat the basement. 

In 1957 the Altar Guild was organized with 6 members. In 
1958 the first Vacation Church School was held under the leader- 
ship of the pastor. There is an active Ladies’ Aid Society with 32 
members and a Luther League with 15 members. 

In 1958 plans were undertaken to finish the basement by plas- 
tering walls and installing tile ceiling and new lighting fixtures so 
that it might be used for more S. S. space and for young people’s 
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work and social gatherings. 

Pastors serving include: the Revs. Thomas T. Iaeger 1852- 
1854; J. C. Schmidt 1855-1856; Hugo Grahn 1858-1866; Daniel 
D. Trexler 1868-1913; Ira W. Klick 1914-1927; Wirt A. Dries 1927- 
1947; Donald H. Heist 1947-1948; Alfred H. Erb 1949 to Jan. 
Fa L959. 

1958 church councilmen were: M. Lester Bashore, Wayne H. 
Gibbel, Ephraim D. Gibbel, Robert G. Zeigler, Arthur Mahaffey, 
Richard H. Gibbel, Ray Eisenhower, Allen J. Batz, Norman Y. 
Schlappig. 

Baptized membership is 215, confirmed 153, communing 123, 
S. S. enrollment 81, valuation of property $120,000, no indebted- 
ness, current and benevolence budget $3450. 


Salem (Belleman’s), Dauberville 


Salem (Belleman’s) Evangelical Lutheran Church is located 
two miles west of Dauberville, in the southwestern section of Center 
Township. According to one tradition, the name Belleman’s arose 
because of the many members of the Lutheran congregation by that 
name. 

The first church, according to tradition, was built of logs in the 
northwestern corner of the old cemetery. It is definitely known, that 
this church was built in 1746. On Aug. 14, 1813, a meeting of 
both the Reformed and Lutheran congregations was held to decide 
on a new building. It was decided to build because it was highly 
necessary. The new church, according to the vote taken at that 
meeting, was to be built of stone. How the church came to be built 
of brick has remained a mystery to this day. The following collectors 
for the new building were elected: Nicholas Klein, Casper Freeman, 
Peter Ludwig, Valentine Mochel, Philip Klein and Martin Wert- 
man. The building committee consisted of three members from each 
congregation: Peter Ludwig, Jacob Himmelberger, Jacob Loose, 
Nicholas Klein, Valentine Mochel and Simon Wertman. This com- 
mittee was authorized to purchase the material and sign the con- 
tracts that construction might begin in the spring of 1814 and be 
completed by the following fall. At that meeting also, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Hendel was appointed as a committee to draw up a constitu- 
tion for the two congregations. This constitution was presented to 
the congregation on Sept. 11, 1813. A noteworthy feature of this 
constitution was that in no way was either congregation to interfere 
in the affairs of the other, except in the event that one of them 
elected an unworthy pastor. In that case, the other congregation 
should have the right to restrain him and not permit him to enter 
the church. 
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Unfortunately, no correct records can be found concerning the 
early pastors of the Lutheran congregation. From the records that 
do exist it is known that a Frederick Mayor or Moyer served as 
pastor for many years previous to 1813. He was followed by the 
Rey. G. Charles Strem, the Rev. C. Philip Muller? andethesiey. 
Thomas Iaeger. In 1862, the Rev. B. D. Zweizig took charge of the 
congregation and served as pastor for 39 years. On April 1, 1901, 
the Rev. D. G. Gerberich became pastor and served until April 1, 
LOL: 7 

On Dec. 15, 1912, the Rev. Lawrence R. Miller began his 
pastorate, and it was in 1915 that the congregation became incor- 
porated. That same year, the two congregations celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the second church building. On June 6, 1915, a joint 


service was held in the morning and the afternoon to celebrate this 
anniversary. The sermons in the morning were preached by former 
pastors of both congregations. The sermons in the afternoon were 
preached by sons of the two congregations, the Rev. James N. 
Blatt, Reformed, and the Rev. Dr. James L. Becker, Lutheran. It 
was decided at this service to build a new building, but due to a 
disagreement concerning the proposed location, plans were deferred. 
On Aug. 27, 1921, the Lutheran pastor received an offer from 
Wellington Dietrich of Reading of $6000 toward a new church, if 
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the old one were left standing as a relic. Of this amount $5000 
was to be used toward the new church, and $1000 was to be put 
into trust for the preservation of the old church. Howard Zerby 
donated one acre of land for the new church and Henry Philips 
donated two acres for parking. Final action to build was taken on 
Oct. 2, 1921. The new church, it was decided, should be brick 
with cement block trimming. Construction was begun in the spring 
of 1922, the cornerstone was laid on July 23, 1922, and the church 


OLD BELLEMAN’S—Example of Early Architecture 


The outstanding anniversary of Belleman’s was celebrated’ on 
July 14, 1946, when the 200th year of existence was noted. The 
two congregations joined for morning, afternoon, and evening serv- 
ices. In 1947, the Rev. Lawrence R. Miller retired from the active 
ministry, bringing to an end a pastorate at Belleman’s of 35 years. 
In July 1948, the Rev. Fred S. Blank was called as pastor and 
served until July 1, 1955. During a vacancy of 23 months that fol- 
lowed, the congregation was supplied by the Rev. Dr. Russell Stine 
of Muhlenberg College. In Jan. of 1957, Peter P. Grimes, a senior 
at Mt. Airy Seminary was called. He assumed the pastorate on June 
a9 57° 
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The congregation has two known sons in the ministry: the Rev. 
Dr. James L. Becker, ordained 1877, and the Rev. Dr. William R. 
Seaman, now serving as pastor of Emmanuel Church in Souderton. 

The outstanding organization is the Union S. S. The school ac- 
tually began as separate school, meeting in the small schoolhouses 
that dotted the countryside. The three schools nearest Belleman’s 
decided that the church would provide a better atmosphere for teach- 
ing God’s word, so they requested permission to use the building. 
Many of the older members of the church objected, but in 1898 
a vote was taken and the school was admitted by a small majority. 
At first the school had both a Lutheran and a Reformed superinten- 
dent, but in 1916 it was decided that there should be only one. From 
its small beginnings, this school has grown to its present enrollment 
of 515 members through its active spiritual and social program. 

The other organizations of the church include a Ladies’ Aid 
Society (union) organized in 1915 with a membership of 150. It 
is still very active in the life of the church although its membership 
is now only 78. There is also a Boy Scout Troop which began in 
1935 with a charter membership of 13 and now has grown to a 
group of 32 boys. During the pastorate of the Rev. Fred S. Blank, a 
Women’s Missionary Society was begun, and is now active as the 
ULCW. There have also been a number of youth groups in the 
past, but none have remained in continuous existence. There is 
presently a Youth Fellowship organized on a parish basis with 27 
members. There is also a Camp Fire Girl unit and a group of 
“Bluebirds” sponsored by the S. S. A number of the S. S. classes 
also function as organizations and aid the church very materially. 

During the year 1958, the following men served as coun- 
cilmen: Ray Bagenstose, Raymond Faust, Richard Fritz, Paul G. 
Kauffman, Philip Kistler, Henry Phillips, Martin Phillips, Stanley 
Phillips, Franklin Rubright, Carl Weaver, William Zimmerman and 
fin. sec., L. Benjamin Bucks. 

Baptized membership is 647, confirmed 401, communing 345, 
S. S. enrollment 515, valuation of property $66,500, no indebted- 
ness, total current budget $9917, benevolence budget $3411. 


St. Daniel’s, Heidelberg Township 

The Lutheran congregation in Heidelberg Township, named 
St. Daniel’s Church and locally known as “Corner Church” or “Eck 
Kirche” was founded about 1750. The church building is situated 
in the northern corner of a crossroad about a mile north of 
Robesonia. 

The church received the name of St. Daniel at the laying of 
the cornerstone of the second building in 1814. The designation 
“Corner” or “Eck” is said to have originated not so much from the 


142 


location of the building as from the fact that the corners of a number 
of farms center about the place. May 30, 1751, the congregation 
came into possession of three adjoining tracts of land; one-half acre 
from John Artz, one-half acre from Michael Shower, and _three- 
quarters of an acre from Abraham Lauck. 

The land was received in trust for the congregation by John 
Beyer and Frederick Weiser, five shillings (about 75c) being paid for 
each tract. The deeds were acknowledged before Justice Conrad 
Weiser and the Declaration of Trust shows that the land was “to 
be for the benefit, use and behoof of the poor of the said Dutch 
Lutheran congregation at Heidelberg aforesaid forever, and a place 


ST. DANIEL’S, HEIDELBERG TOWNSHIP 


to erect a House of Religious Worship for the Use and Service of 
said Congregation and if occasion shall require, for a place to bury 
their Dead.” 

The total area of land owned by the church amounts to 20 acres. 

The first church was a stone building 40 feet long, 36 feet wide 
and 20 feet high. The cornerstone was laid in 1751 and the building 
was probably completed in 1754. The mason work was done by 
Andrew and John Dietz at about 20c a perch and the carpenter work 
including doors, pews, etc., was done by Frederick Kobel and 
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Christian Betz for about $105, nails and glue furnished by the 
carpenters. A charter was granted in 1751. 

The second building—walls a part of the present edifice— 
was built during 1814 to 1817. The cornerstone was laid May 1, 
1814. In 1849 this building was remodeled at an expense of 
$1342.59. Extensive repairs were also made in 1883 and the dedi- 
catory services were held Nov. 25, 1883. Jan. 21, 1911, the con- 
gregation voted to renovate the building and build an addition of 
14 feet to the east with a tower and bell, also a pulpit recess of 8 
feet to the west, incline the floor, insert a new ceiling, refurnish, 
and install steam heat. This work was done at a cost of $13,403.26, 
and the building was reconsecrated May 26, 1912. In 1922 electric 
lights were installed at an expense of $700 paid by the S. S. 


The Lutherans had entire control and use of the church until 
Aug. 5, 1876, when “permission was given to a Reformed con- 
gregation, by the St. Daniel’s Lutheran congregation of Heidelberg 
Township, in consideration of the sum of one dollar per annum 
to have a right to hold religious services in the building.” The 
Reformeds held the first service on Dec. 25, 1876, and continued to 
worship there until Feb. 19, 1905, when, not because of any rupture 
of friendly relations, but owing to a desire to have a church build- 
ing of their own, more modern in construction and located in town, 
they moved to their newly completed building in Robesonia. 


From 1750 to 1851 St. Daniel’s was connected with the Tulpe- 
hocken Charge of which Christ Church, Stouchsburg, was the mother. 
For a few years St. Daniel’s seems to have been an independent 
congregation. (The congregations served by her pastors were 
constantly shifting; there were no definite parish lines until 1887.) 
Since that time, St. Daniel’s has belonged to what is known as the 
Womelsdorf Lutheran Parish, composed originally of Womelsdorf, 
St. Daniel’s, Host, and Strausstown, the latter being dropped in 1913 
and Trinity, Robesonia, added in 1917. 

In 1951 a large and beautiful educational unit was constructed 
to the west end of the church and it was dedicated Jan. 29, 1952. 
In 1957 St. Daniel’s congregation voted to call their own pastor 
thus ending the long parish ties with sister congregations. Nov. 23, 
1957, St. Daniel’s erected and dedicated a beautiful ranch type par- 
sonage for their pastor. On the first Sunday in Jan. 1959, St. Daniel’s 
began holding two worship services to accommodate its membership. 

St. Daniel’s Church has one son in the ministry: the Rev. 
Harry L. Gruber ordained 1952. 

The 25th anniversary of the S. S. has been celebrated and 
the 200th anniversary of the church which was founded May 
SO vel 50: 
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Pastors who served St. Daniel’s Church are as follows: the 
Revs. John Nicholas Kurtz 1750-1770: Christopher Emanuel 
Schultze 1771-1809; William Beates 1809-1811; Daniel Ulrich 1811- 
1853; Thomas Theophilus Iaeger 1853-1864; Henry Seipel Miller 
1864-1865; Aaron Finfrock 1865-1891; William Wilberforce Kram- 
lich 1892-1901; Oscar Erwin Pflueger 1902-1913; Harvey Samuel 
Kidd 1914-1926; Harry P. Miller 1926-1939; Dr. Elmer L. Leisey 
1940-1957; James B. Miller 1957 to present. 

Present church council consists of: Stewart Wenrich, Vernon 
R. Bright, Jr., Adam Spohn, Carl Himmelberger, Raymond Kalbach, 
Leroy Stump, Peter Gruber, Calvin Yoh, Elwood Ulrich, John Reber, 
J. Samuel Brown, Kenneth Yoh, Howard Koch, Ralph Noecker, 
Donald Duncan, Thomas Alexander. 

Baptized membership is 703, confirmed 581, communing 450, 
S. S. enrollment 368, church property valuation $235,000, current 
and benevolence budget $26,145. 

Note: A complete history of the congregation, including a 
transcript of all records available making a volume of 562 pages of 
typewritten material was produced by Mr. M. A. Gruber of Wash- 
ington, D. C., and presented to the congregation in 1908. 


St. James, Geigertown 

In the spring of 1850, the Rev. J. R. Focht, pastor of Robeson 
and Allegheny Lutheran congregations saw the need of a Lutheran 
church in the area of Geiger’s Mills, now Geigertown. With the 
nucleus of 30 members of Robeson Lutheran Church, living in that 
area, a congregation was gathered. At first the group worshipped in 
Union Schoolhouse of Union Township located about three-quarters 
of a mile from the present edifice. During the summer and fall of 1850 
a congregation was organized and a church building erected. George 
Zerr and Paul Geiger donated an acre of ground. A building com- 
mittee was appointed consisting of George Zerr, Paul Geiger, George 
Wamsher and Jacob Wolf. Raymond Mohr was engaged to erect 
the building. The cornerstone was laid Aug. 11 by Pastor J. R. Focht 
assisted by the Rev. Levi Bull, rector of the Episcopal Church at 
Morgantown. 

The first church council was: trustees, George Wamsher and 
Jacob Wolf; elders, John Wolf and Jacob Wamsher; deacons, Jacob 
Zerr and Paul Geiger. Before the completion of the building, Pastor 
Focht moved to Westmoreland County. The Rev. Frederick Augustus 
Muhlenberg Keller, pastor of St. James Lutheran Church, Reading, 
was elected the successor. He conducted the dedication service 
Christmas Day, 1850. The building was Romanesque in style, about 
40 feet square, constructed of sandstone. The original walls are 
still standing. 
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On May 4, 1851, 31 persons partook of the first Holy Com- 
munion. Dec. 31, 1851, a class of five was confirmed. During the 
summer of 1855, application was made for a charter which was 
supposed to have been granted Aug. 15. The signers of the first 
charter were: trustees, George Wamsher, Jacob Wolf, David Wam- 
sher and George Zerr; elders: Samuel Wamsher and Jacob Bitler; 
deacons: George Keller and Charles Cramp. The strange thing about 


ST. JAMES, GEIGERTOWN 
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this transaction is that the records in Berks Court House have no 
evidence of it. Thus in 1958 the congregation was incorporated. 


In 1857 the front wall of the cemetery was constructed. In 
1890 the tower was erected and a large church bell procured and 
is still in use. This same year the interior of the building was reno- 
vated. 1924 saw many improvements. The interior of the church 
was refrescoed, woodwork painted, pew cushions covered, a chimney 
built, new carpet laid, wooden altar cross and flower vases placed 
upon the altar. Lectern and baptismal font were presented in mem- 
ory of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Zerr. An annex was built as a loving 
memorial to Elisha M. Zerr by his widow, Mrs. Harriet Zerr, and 
her three daughters, Sophia Zerr Hartman, Eva Zerr Eagleman and 
Sallie Zerr Rahn. The dedication took place Aug. 24, 1924. 


In 1948 the Rev. Dr. A. C. Schenck, upon retirement, became 
the stated supply of St. James congregation. This was the first time 
in the history that they had a pastor by themselves. Intensive im- 
provements were made to St. James. The chancel was deepened by 
taking out some of the rear wall. The platform was widened and 
extended into the nave with choir pews on either side to the altar 
(each side having a brass choir rail with curtains), a white oak floor 
laid, altar rail the width of the nave, new altar, brass altar cross, 
vases and candle sticks, credence shelf, venetian blinds, new floor 
in nave and vestibule, new carpet, six new lights, new oil heating 
system, new electric organ, artesian well drilled. All this was dedicated 
April 16, 1949. 

The following pastors served St. James: the Revs. J. R. Focht, 
organizer, early 1850-Oct. 1850; F. A. M. Keller, Oct. 1850- 
1863; H. S. Miller, Jan. 1864-July 1864; Aaron Finfrock, Sept. 
1864-1865; F. T. Hoover 1865-1866; D. K. Humbert 1867- 
1872; Z. H. Gable 1873-1909; Supplied in Interim; W. F. Deibert 
1910-1925; William B. Smith 1925-1927; Harry E. Herman 1927- 
1934; Nevin Gearhart 1934-1942; J. I. Hummer (supply) 1944- 
1946; Bertram C. Gilbert, Jr. 1946-1948; A. C. Schenck, D.D. 
(stated supply) 1948-1957; Elmer R. Deibert (stated supply) 1957 
to present. 


Joseph H. Deibert, missionary to Argentina and professor in the 
Theological Seminary, a son of former pastor Willis F. Deibert, is 
a son of St. James, ordained 1949. 

St. James has the following organizations: ULCW, ULCM, 
Ladies’ Aid Society, Senior and Youth Choirs. The S. S. has an 
enrollment of 170. Mrs. Robert Rahn and Warren Mountz have 
served over 50 years in choir work. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rahn 
and Warren Mountz have been active in the church and S. S. 
for 50 years. Mr. Rahn served as supt. for 25 years. 
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Members of the church council in 1958 were: H. Clay Brady, 
John Dayton, John Fleming, Richard Himes, Russell Mountz, Samuel 
Spotts, David O. Shirey, Wayne Wert, Harold E. Witman. 

Baptized membership is 235, confirmed 166, communing 140, 
current and benevolence budget $6300, no indebtedness, valuation 
of church $35,000, endowments $9515, fund for new edifice $10,000. 


St. James, Reading 


The history of St. James Lutheran Church, Reading, began 
when a group of people broke away from Trinity Church, Reading. 
Starting of this church was not the result of careful planning, but 
rather of circumstances. At this time, German services predominated 
at Trinity, but many of the members felt that English should be used. 
As a result of this feeling, and for other reasons, the congregation 
of St. James began with a meeting Nov. 14, 1850. The Rev. F. A. M. 
Keller, who had been connected with Old Trinity was called as the 
first pastor. At this meeting a committee was appointed to ascertain 
the cost of erecting a church building and another was named to 
prepare plans to raise money for the proposed building. 

First sessions of both church and Sunday School were held 
in Odd Fellow’s Hall at 5th and Franklin Sts. until a chapel 
was built. The Lodge Hall was felt not to be a suitable place for 
administration of the Lord’s Supper, so church council asked the 
Presbyterian Church on South 5th St. for use of their room. 
Permission was given and confirmation was held there on Good Friday 
evening and communion was administered on Sunday afternoon. 

In the meantime a lot had been purchased at Sth and Chestnut 
Sts. at a cost of $3500. The deed was executed May 1, 1851. Work 
must have progressed with great speed because on July 13, 1851, 
the S. S. occupied the rooms of the chapel. Cornerstone was laid 
May 11, 1851. Church services were held in the chapel until the 
church building was constructed Mar. 21, 1852. The building 
committee consisted of A. C. Hoff, Horatio Trexler, W. S. Fisher, 
John Hoff, the Rev. F. A. M. Keller, Michael Fritz and F. B. 
Fichthorn. 

During the ministry of the Rev. Keller many new members 
were confirmed and many others added to rolls by transfer. He 
labored under great difficulties because St. James was not the only 
congregation he served. The congregation started with no building 
or furniture. Everything had to be acquired by its own efforts. Even 
services were conducted without any instrumental music for a while. 
In course of time, F. B. Fichthorn gave the S. S. the use of his own 
melodeon which he played himself. Soon after, the Rev. Keller 
furnished an organ for the use of the congregation. 
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During the last years of the Rev. Keller’s pastorate, he was 
hindered in his work by the outbreak of the Civil War. As in any 
war, the excitement and sorrow were detrimental to the progress of 
the church. The last year of his life was marked by failing health 
and he was assisted by the Rev. B. D. Zweizig during this period. 
He passed from this world, Mar. 18, 1864. 


ST. JAMES, READING 


The church was without a pastor for seven months until the Rev. 
F. C. Lampe accepted a call in Aug. 1864. Through his efforts, 
the heavy debt was liquidated and improvements made to the church 
property. At this time Horatio Trexler presented the beautiful copy 
of Raphael’s painting, the Transfiguration, and because of this St. 
James is sometimes called the Church of the Transfiguration. A large 
organ was also purchased at this time. The Rev. Lampe conducted 
services in both German and English. 


The Rev. B. M. Schmucker began his duties Oct. 1, 1867. His 
pastorate included the great panic of ’73, but with good manage- 
ment and self-denial on the part of both pastor and congregation 
all financial obligations were met. Dr. Schmucker was a gifted man. 
While at St. James, the Church Book was prepared on which he was 
the principal worker. His resignation was accepted Mar. 1, 1881. 
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The Rev. M. C. Horine began his duties Sept. 1, 1881. He 
introduced monthly envelopes for benevolent work of the Synod. 
At this time a parsonage at 148 S. 5th St. was purchased and a 
home on Chestnut St. was purchased and a new and larger chapel 
was erected with dedication Sept. 9, 1893. 

Mar. 31, 1894, a fire damaged much of the church. While 
repairs were being made services were held in the chapel. At this 
point Dr. Horine became ill and the Rev. J. W. Early ministered 
to the congregation for five months. 

During this pastorate a mission was begun in Oakbrook which 
later became the Church of the Redeemer. St. James also helped 
in conducting another mission which later became St. Paul’s, 16th 
and Perkiomen Ave. 

Hardly had the congregation recovered from the results of the 
first fire when a second one seriously damaged the organ which had 
to be taken down in Mar. 1898, and many parts renewed. In 1908 
Dr. Horine’s resignation was accepted after 27 years of service. 

A son of the congregation, the Rev. M. L- Zweizig began his 
ministry Feb. 1909, and continued for 13 years. During his pastorate 
the Common Service Book was introduced and duplex offering 
envelopes were also an innovation. Alterations to the chapel were 
made at this time. Due to illness, the Rev. Zweizig resigned Oct. 
[pal 9 228 


The Rev. R. B. Lynch, pres. of the Reading Conf. presided at 
a congregational meeting Jan. 5, 1923. The congregation elected 
the Rev. Henry K. Lantz of Shiremanstown as pastor and he began 
his work Feb. 18, 1923. A parsonage was purchased at 310 Summit 
St., West Reading, at this time and a weekly calendar begun. 


In 1924 the church was remodeled, new organ, choir stalls 
and console were placed in the chancel and new pews placed in 
the auditorium. During the week of April 18, 1926, the 75th anni- 
versary was celebrated and the renovated building was reconsecrated. 
A newly vested choir of 30 voices assisted at these services. The 
Rev. Lantz died May 14, 1933. 


After being without a pastor for almost a year, the Rev. Arthur 
H. Naugle became pastor in Dec. 1933. The debt at this time was 
$54,000. In preparation for the 90th anniversary, a plan to raise 
a Memorial Fund for debt reduction was adopted. A campaign to 
wipe out the second mortgage was begun in 1945. It was completed 
in 1948 with the burning of the note. The congregation burned the 
mortgage Jan. 16, 1955, and for the first time in history was entirely 
debt free. 


In 1936 free will offerings paid for extensive repairs to the 
church and chapel. Much work was done by volunteer helpers. In 
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1951 a program to redecorate the church produced $13,000 in cash 
and subscriptions. Reconsecration services took place Feb. 17, 1952. 

Both the 90th and 100th anniversaries were celebrated with a 
week of appropriate services. 


Junior Choir was organized Oct. 2, 1938. A very active Boy 
Scout Program has been carried on. The Brotherhood and Young 
Matrons were also organized during this period. Congregational 
dinner meetings were started in the fall of 1948. 

Nov. 23, 1958, the congregation honored the Rev. Arthur H. 
Naugle for 25 years service. The Rev. Horace S. Mann, supt. of 
Inner Mission Society of Reading, conducted the service and many 
gifts were presented to the pastor and his wife by the church council 
and organizations of the church. 


St. James has given four men to the ministry. the Revs. M. L. 
Zweizig, J. W. Horine, Charles J. Gable and Luther D. Gable. 

The S. S. was organized in Oct. 1850; the ULCW in 1885; 
Luther League in 1875. 

1958 councilmen were: The Rev. Arthur H. Naugle, pres.; 
Robert A. Peters, vice-pres. and sec.; Herbert E. Francis, treas.; 
Gerald J. Torok, Dr. C. K. Kistler, James L. Zerbe, Arthur D. G. 
Hawk, Stuart A. Gehris, Samuel B. Haag, Luther H. Fisher, J. Earl 
Fleck, George D. Reichert, William A. Salzmann. 

Baptized membership is 779, confirmed 626, communing 450, 
S. S. enrollment 219, valuation of property $330,000, budget for 
1958, $24,000. 


St. John’s, Boyertown 


As early as 1809 a preaching point existed, known as “Boyers”’, 
which was assigned by the Lutheran Synod of Pennsylvania to the 
pastor at Falkner Swamp (New Hanover). An organization was 
effected or in existence 1811, known as the Boyertown congregation. 
The first official record is by the Rev. Jacob Miller recording the 
baptism of Rebecca, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Sassaman, 
June 30, 1811, the sponsors being Henry and Sarah Boyer. Thus 
the name of the town and the congregation are linked together by 
the name of one of the founders of both. 

The first church was a union church, erected by the members 
of the Lutheran and Reformed denominations in the year 1811 on 
land donated by Henry Stauffer. The brick structure, 50 by 40 feet, 
was occupied jointly until 1872 when the Lutherans withdrew. The 
union church was replaced by a new Reformed church, dedicated 
in 1876. 

The Lutheran congregation purchased a plot of ground on 
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North Reading Ave., 100 by 210 feet. The church, 90 x 55 feet 
costing $23,000 including organ, was dedicated Aug. 17 and 18, 
1872. One-half of the share in the union church was sold for $2000. 
In 1882 a steeple 172 feet high was erected at a cost of $2000. This 
high steeple, which had been declared unsafe, was removed in 1933. 

Renovations and additions costing $4500 in 1893 were dedi- 
cated Feb. 3 and 4, 1894. In 1898, a parsonage was built on North 
Reading Ave. for $3840. 
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A parish education unit was completed in 1927 and dedicated 
Jan. 22, 1928, with the following guest preachers participating: the 
Rev. Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, pres. of the Min. of Penna. and the Rev. 
Dr. C. M. Jacobs, pres. of the Philadelphia Seminary. 


Refurbishing and complete renovation of the interior of the 
Sanctuary was consummated in 1950 at a cost of $150,000. In this 
project the three-sided balcony was replaced by one balcony in the 
rear and the auditorium air-conditioned at a cost of almost $1 1,000. 

The congregation was incorporated April 22, 1871. The Rev. 
C. C. Boyer organized the Ladies’ Aid in 1892 with 47 members. 
It is now the ULCW and has 201 members. 


St. John’s has five choirs under the capable leadership of 
Organist-choir director, Mrs. Patricia J. Weisel. The choirs are: 
senior, chapel, intermediate, girls’ and boys’. 

Other organizations include: Intermediate Luther League with 
25 members, Senior Luther League with 25 members, Ushers’ League 
with 55 members. The 1958 Vacation Church School had an average 
attendance of 338 with Mrs. I. Ralph March as supt. St. John’s 
also sponsors Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and the Explorer Post. 


Average attendance in S. S. for 1958 was 878. Harvey D. Ritter, 
supt. for 33 years was honored with a “Book of Memories” upon 
his retirement in 1958. 


Sons of the congregation who entered the ministry are: Jesse 
S. Erb; Solomon B. Ochsenford; Norman Y. Ritter; Ernest A. Weber; 
Elwood Schwenk; Clarence H. Swavely, S.T.M., D.D., Missionary 
to India; Jesse B. Renninger, S.T.M.; Jacob A. Longacre. 

Pastors who have served St. John’s are: the Revs. Jacob Miller, 
D.D. 1811-1829; Conrad Miller 1829-1852; Nathan Iaeger 1853- 
1857; Henry Wendt 1858-1864; Abraham H. Groh 1865-1865: 
Leonard Groh, D.D. 1866-1891; C. C. Boyer, Ph.D., Pd.D. 1891- 
1893; A. M. Weber 1893-1926; D. F. Longacre, S.T.M., D.D. 
1926-1954; John Hassler 1953-1955; Fred S. Blank, 1955 to present. 


1958 church councilmen were: Titus L. Johnson, Clifford L. 
Schaeffer, J. Robert Chittick, Fred D. Fisher, Jr., Clyde H. Angstadt, 
Clifford R. Allem, Clyde M. Brumbach, Paul B. Carver, Elwood 
R. Fox, Charles W. Gross, Gerald L. Hess, Royden W. Houck, 
Milburn R. Miller, Harwood C. B. Parry, William H. Reifsnyder, 
Jr., Linwood E. Renninger, Willard L. Rhoads, Ray R. Ritter, 
Leroy W. Schultz, William C. Stubanus, Curtis M. Welder, Clyde 
R. Wert. 

Baptized membership is 3317, confirmed 2091, communing 
1547, S. S. enrollment 1412, property valuation, $370,000, 1958 
current budget $45,153, benevolence $33,248. 
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St. John’s, Gibraltar 


The first structure was built of plain stone and was located 
where the present church is situated. The ground upon which the 
present church stands, including about half of the present grave- 
yard was sold by Elias Retge (Redcay) to Valentine Geiger and 
Herman Umstead in trust for use of such Christian congregations 
as should contribute to the maintenance of a graveyard and a church 
to be erected thereon. The original plot was one acre and ten perches 
and the consideration for the same, five shillings. The deed is dated 
April 29, 1791, and states that the ground had been used for some 
years past by Valentine Geiger and Herman Umstead and others 
of Robeson Township. 

In 1809 a church was built. It is not known who was instru- 
mental in the erection, inasmuch as all the documents besides the 
deed were mislaid or destroyed. This original edifice stood unaltered 
until the enlargement of the church and the erection of the tower 
in 1892. Although the organization claiming control of the church 
was nominally Lutheran and Reformed, Episcopalian and Baptist 
ministers also preached in the church. The opposition to Sunday 
Schools caused much trouble and local feeling in 1850. In 1851 
the first charter was obtained. In this charter the property was vested 
in the Lutheran and Reformed congregations. The church was to 
be used solely by ordained and regular clergymen of these denom- 
inations. The trustees named in the charter are: Jacob R. Hill, Ben- 
jamin H. Hill, Henry Moyer, Philip Hartz, Benjamin Clouser and 
John Haws. John Haws and R. B. Seidel were trustees in 1884. 

The Rev. Peter Filbert is the first known pastor. The Revs. 
J. W. Richards, Jeremiah Harpel, James Schock and J. A. Brown 
followed. The Rev. F. A. M. Keller served from 1860 to 1864. The 
Rev. F. T. Hoover was called Nov. 14, 1865, but labored only a 
few months. The Rev. D. K. Humbert was pastor from 1867 to 1872, 
followed by the Rev. Zenas H. Gable from 1873 to 1909. During 
this pastorate the church building was improved and enlarged. The 
Rev. Willis F. Deibert served from 1910 to 1920. The Rev. Corson 
C. Snyder was installed June 27, 1920, and became pastor of the 
Shillington Parish consisting of Grace, Shillington; Robeson, Plow- 
ville; and St. John’s, Gibraltar. This action was recommended by 
the Reading Conf. at its fall meeting in 1919. 

The Rev. Gable preached every four weeks and received a salary 
of $150 a year. The Rev. Deibert preached once every two weeks and 
received $300 a year. During the years 1916-1918 the “St. John’s 
Burial Fund for maintenance of the cemetery” was established. 
It’s grown steadily and is adequate to maintain this burial ground. 

The Rev. Victor A. Kroninger took over the pastorate in 1924. 
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In 1930 the entire church was renovated both inside and outside. 
The original plan was to redecorate the interior only, but the mem- 
bers responded so generously that there were adequate funds to do 
the outside of the church as well. In 1934 Grace, Shillington, called 
the Rev. Kroninger as their pastor and St. John’s and Robeson 
remained together as the Robeson Parish. The Rev. John C. Dries 
became the first pastor of this new parish. In 1936 a new organ was 


ST. JOHN’S, GIBRALTAR 


dedicated. The Rev. Frank C. Radcliffe succeeded Pastor Dries in 
1938. In 1941 Pastor Radcliffe and family moved into the newly 
completed parsonage. The 150th anniversary of St. John’s was 
celebrated in 1943 with former pastors Corson Snyder, Victor Kron- 
inger and John Dries returning to take part in this service. Pastor 
Radcliffe left in 1944 to be followed by the Rev. William O. Bradley 
who served until 1948. 

In Dec. 1948, the Rev. Verne E. Snyder arrived in the Robeson 
Parish. In 1951 partial excavation of the basement was completed. 
This provided rest rooms and a small S. S. room. Shortly thereafter 
the Lutheran S. S. was organized. Prior to this time the S. S. was 
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joint Lutheran and Reformed. It was during this same adjustment 
that the Lutheran church service was held each Sunday. At the 
same time the Luther League was incorporated to hold title to the 
local band hall for social activities of the church as well as com- 
munity projects. This building was secured through the efforts of 
councilmen Thomas Hoyer and Vernon L. Rhoads, and by the 
cooperation of the few remaining members of the Gibraltar Band 
who had built the hall during the height of band activities. The 
building was improved and modernized so that it is quite adequate 
for the social activities of the church. 

In 1953 the Rev. Clyde I. Fry became the first son of St. John’s 
to be ordained in the ministry. 


In 1954 the plaster exterior of the church was removed and 
the original stone finish restored. The entire church was redecorated 
in 1957. In 1958 the entire basement was excavated and completed 
for S. S. facilities. The parsonage was also improved by converting 
the garage into a study and constructing a new garage, improving 
the kitchen and completely redecorating. Pastor Snyder served until 
1958. It was then decided by the Robeson Parish to dissolve and 
each church call its own pastor. The present parsonage is retained 
by St. John’s. The Rev. Corson Snyder returned as supply pastor 
for a few months. St. John’s extended a call to Seminarian Walter 
O. Reimert who will take over the active pastorate upon his gradu- 
ation from the Philadelphia Seminary and his ordination in 1959. 
It was also after the dissolution of the parish that St. John’s Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church was granted a charter in April 1959. 


A building fund for erection of a new church is maintained. 
Sallie A. Seidel, in addition to being active in the forming of the 
trust fund for the burial ground also instituted a fund, from which 
the income is to be applied to the pastor’s salary. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Shuker Estate has also endowed the church with funds to 
assist in the operation of the church. Mrs. James Rowe has instituted 
a memorial fund. 


1958 councilmen were: Thomas Hoyer, Curtis Fritz, Paul 
McCord, Elmer Bitler, John Fehr, Robert Quinter, Solon Mar- 
burger, Harry Garman, LeRoy Rightmeyer, George Satterwhite, 
George Weidner and William Ritter. 

Baptized membership is 656, confirmed 473, communing 354, 
S. S. enrollment 246, valuation of property $60,000, the parsonage 
being wholly owned by St. John’s Lutheran, and the church being 
jointly owned with St. John’s United Church of Christ. Current and 
benevolence budget is $10,000. There is no indebtedness. 
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St. John’s, Hamburg 


The early history of St. John’s congregation is coincident with 
the founding of Hamburg about 1772. In 1773 a Martin Kaerchner 
donated land to be used by the Lutheran and Reformed people as 
a cemetery and a lot upon which to build a church. It was not until 
Feb. 12, 1790, that the first church was dedicated. This house of 
worship was constructed of logs and was a two-story structure. The 
upper floor was used as a place of worship and the lower floor 
served as a schoolroom. The church was known as “The United 
Evangelical Lutheran and Evangelical Reformed St. John’s Church 
in the village of Hamburg.” 

Soon after 1800 it was decided by the congregations to build 
a larger church. In order to raise the necessary funds, the congre- 
gations invoked the State Legislature to grant them the privilege of 
conducting a lottery. Accordingly in 1807 an act was passed author- 
izing the congregations to raise $3000 by lottery. This church, 45 
by 35 feet, was built of stone. The cornerstone was laid June 16, 
1811, but for want of sufficient funds the church was not completed 
until 1814 and was dedicated in Mar. 1815. It was located on the 
site of the present church, while the old log church stood on a 
portion of what is now the old cemetery. After the old building was 
razed the logs were used to build a one story schoolhouse on the 
same site. 
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After 40 years the stone church also proved inadequate and 
on June 1, 1857, it was decided to erect a larger structure. This 
edifice was 60 by 80 feet, the foundation constructed of stones of 
the former building and the superstructure of brick. During the 
rebuilding operations the congregations worshipped in the new brick 
schoolhouse which had replaced the old log structure. The corner- 
stone of the new church was laid Aug. 16, 1857, and the two con- 
gregations worshipped in this church until 1898. April 3, 1898, 
the Rev. Harry C. Kline dedicated two stained glass windows pre- 
sented by Oliver J. Wolff of Reading in memory of his and his wife’s 
parents. On the following afternoon, April 4, the church was com- 
pletely destroyed by fire. On May 9, 1898, it was decided to build 
separate churches, the Lutherans electing to rebuild on the old site 
and the Reformeds to build on the corner of Third and Pine Sts. 

The Lutherans reorganized and incorporated under the name 
of “St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hamburg” and a 
new constitution was adopted May 31, 1898. The first council in- 
cluded James L. Merkel, Dr. J. B. Potteiger, Benjamin Gardner, 
Walter J. Loy, George Bond, George Egolf, Alfred J. Raubenhold, 
Reuben A. Dietrich, Walter M. Raubenhold and Milton Buchman. 

The cornerstone for the 90 by 106 foot church was laid Sept. 
4, 1898, by the pastor, the Rev. H. C. Kline, assisted by the Rev. 
Dr. S. L. Harkey and the Rev. J. W. H. Heintz. Services were con- 
ducted in Armory Hall until Christmas Day when the basement was 
used for the first time. Mar. 12, 1899, services were held in the 
chapel and May 21, 1899, the church was dedicated with the follow- 
ing officiating: the Revs. F. J. F. Schantz, D.D., Jacob J. Fry, D.D., 
George W. Sandt, D.D., Benjamin D. Zweizig, Daniel D. Trexler 
and Ernest Bawden. The building is constructed of yellow pressed 
brick with grey sandstone trimmings and cost $40,000. July 25, 
1897, the congregation bought a parsonage for $3000. 

St. John’s was part of a large country parish until May 1906, 
when a full time pastor was required. The Rev. H. C. Kline resigned 
his country church and accepted the call from St. John’s. During 
his pastorate a women’s organization, The Luther Aid Society, 
worked tirelessly for reduction of the church debt, purchased a pipe 
organ at a cost of $2300, paid for the parsonage, bought the altar 
vestments for $325 and also new carpet for the church, in addition 
to assuming all cost of repairs and alterations to the parsonage. 
The organization’s existence ended April 1954 with the treasury 
balance being given to the Church. 

In 1915 the church was recarpeted and the walls frescoed at 
a cost of $2000 with “Reopening” services conducted by the Revs. 
George D. Druckenmiller and M. L. Zweizig. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Rufus E. Kern the following 
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improvements costing $50,000 were made: new stops and chimes 
to the pipe organ, new lighting system, two new heating systems, 
illuminated cross, amplification system, aids for the deaf and caril- 
lonic tower chimes. 

In 1950 the nave was completely repainted and new carpet 
laid. Pews were removed from the chapel and movable partitions 
and folding chairs turned this room into class space for the S. S. 
Memorial gifts included a lectern Bible, baptismal bowl, communion 
ware and kneeling benches. Rededication services were held Feb. 4, 
1952, with The Rev. Dr. Emil E. Fischer, pres. of the Min. as 
morning speaker and the Rev. Rufus E. Kern, as evening speaker. 

Oct. 20, 1957, a new Kilgen pipe organ was dedicated along 
with a renovated choir loft at a cost of $29,500. Former pastors 
and sons of the congregation joined in the services. 

Organizations include Senior Circle of the ULCW begun in 
1923 with 30 members, now numbers 45; the Florence Kern Circle 
of the ULCW begun in 1950 with 43 members, now numbers 21; 
Orphans’ Home Society begun in 1928 with 49 members, now num- 
bers 60; ULCM organized in 1958 with 23 members; Senior Luther 
League organized in 1946, now numbers 25; Intermediate Luther 
League organized in 1958 with 28 members. 

Pastors who have served: Peter Mishler, not ordained; the 
Revs. Daniel Lehman 1778-1803; Daniel and John Knoske 1803- 
1816; J. F. Engel 1816-1823; G. C. (Carl) Strein 1823-1828; Lud- 
wig Walz 1828-1832; F. A. M. Keller (supply); G. F. J. Iaeger 
1832-1860; J. H. Eberman 1860-1861; S. S. Klein 1861-1867; T. T. 
Iaeger 1868-1880, German; Benjamin Zweizig 1868-1880, English; 
C. K. Drumheller 1880-1883; O. D. Miller 1884-1896; H. C. Kline 
1897-1910; G. D. Druckenmiller 1910-1922; Rufus E. Kern 1922- 
1950; Phares O. Reitz 1950-1957; John L. Long 1957 to present. 

Sons in the ministry are: LeRoy M. Bond, S.T.M., ordained 
1935; Robert D. Kerstetter, ordained 1939; and Charles M. Kern, 
S.T.M., ordained 1942. 

Endowments include a total of $2900. Trust funds include 
40% of the Walter J. Loy Trust Fund and those set up by Sarah 
A. Dietrich, Kathryn Fenstermacher, and Hannah Strausser, a total 
of $19,300. 

1958 church councilmen were: J. Calvin Bagenstose, Steward 
Becker, Charles K. Emhardt, Carl Francis, Abner Hafer, Henry 
Hahn, Earl Heinly, Clifford Henne, Durward Musler, Francis Nolan, 
Charles I. Reppert, Melvin Stees, Stephen T. Leibensperger and 
Edwin J. Moyer, the last two being sec. and treas. respectively. 

Baptized membership is 1755, confirmed 1238, communing 819, 
S. S. enrollment 559, valuation of property $294,150, no indebted- 
ness, 1958 current budget $28,337, benevolence budget $13,166. 
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St. John’s, Host 


For about 120 years before the organization of the Lutheran 
congregation, there had been a Reformed congregation at Host. 
The history of St. John’s Lutheran congregation starts June 12, 
1858, when the Reformed congregation, by resolution, granted the 
Lutherans the right to use their church for all customary purposes 
for one dollar per annum. The reason for this application was the 
distance to the nearest Lutheran churches at Womelsdorf, Reeds, 
Rehrersburg and Little Tulpehocken. The first pastor was one, Joel 
Grim, an aspirant to the ministry, but there is no record of his 
ordination. 

In 1865 with the coming of the Rev. Aaron Finfrock as pastor, 
St. John’s became a part of the Womelsdorf Parish. During the 
pastorate of the Rev. O. E. Pflueger, Mar. 20, 1904, a union S. S. 
was organized and continues to the present. 


160 


The Rev. Harry P. Miller in 1927 introduced the Common 
Service Book, was instrumental in organizing a choir, the building 
of the first S. S. room, purchase of a Hammond organ, and renovation 
of the church interior in 1939. 

The Lutheran Aid Society was organized in 1944. In 1955 
a S. S. annex was built. In 1956 the Rev. John N. Ritter resigned 
and Zion’s, Womelsdorf, withdrew from the parish, leaving St. John’s 
and Zion’s (Reed’s), Stouchsburg, with too small a membership to 
support a pastor. After 100 years of history, St. John’s hopes and 
prays to again become a part of a parish. 

Pastors who have served are: Joel Grim and others 1858-1865; 
the Revs. Aaron Finfrock 1865-1891; William W. Kramlich 1892- 
1901; Oscar E. Pflueger 1902-1913; Harvey S. Kidd 1914-1926; 
Harry P. Miller 1927-1939; Elmer L. Leisey 1940-1943; Marlin 
M. Enders 1943-1949; John N. Ritter 1950-1956; supplies 1956 
to present. 

1958 church councilmen were: Eugene I. Zerbe, Oscar I. Man- 
beck, Wilmer Dreibelbis, John H. Gassert, Oscar I. Manbeck, Jr., 
Lloyd Feeg, Robert Saul, Carl Keppley, Ray Tobias, George Fire- 
stone, Jr., and Vivian Gerhart. 

The 100th anniversary services were held Oct. 26, 1958, with 
the supply pastor, the Rev. R. Frank Herr in charge. Guest speakers 
were the Rev. George Myers, Jr., the Rev. Dr. E. L. Leisey (preach- 
ing in Penna. German) and the Rev. Samuel E. Kidd. 


St. John’s, Kutztown 


Date of organization of this congregation is not definitely 
known, but it is believed to be 1752 or earlier. 

The Reformeds organized as early as 1736. They conducted 
services in a barn located on Daniel Levan’s farm one-half mile east of 
what is now Kutztown. On ground donated by Daniel Levan a log 
meeting house was erected in 1755 on the west bank of the Saucony. 
In this building a stone floor was used and there was no pulpit. The 
union church was then known as the Maxatawny Union Church. 

In 1789 the congregations decided to erect a new union church 
in the town on the site where the present building stands. The build- 
ing committee was: Lutheran, Jacob Herrman, Jacob Sweier and 
Michael Werlein; Reformed, George Pfister, Jermias Kolb and Peter 
Christman. The building dedicated in Aug., 1791, was a wooden 
structure, colonial in architecture and cost $6000. It was used 86 
years. June 4, 1876, the cornerstone for the new church was laid 
with the following Lutherans soliciting subscriptions: Charles 
Deisher, George Bieber, Jacob Sunday, Charles Kutz, Jonathan 
Bieber and George Kutz. The building was dedicated Oct. 28, 1877, 
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by the pastors in charge, the Revs. J. J. Cressman and J. S. Herman. 
They were assisted by the Revs. J. B. Rath, B. E. Kramlich and 
L. Groh, D.D., then pres. of the Lutheran Conf. and the Rev. Drs. 
E. V. Gerhard and N. C. Schaeffer of the Reformed. The edifice 
is of brick and seats 600 persons. The dimensions are 49 by 76 
feet. The basement is divided into three rooms for S. S. purposes. 
In the lofty spire hangs a fine Meneeley bell, noted for its beautiful 
tone. In 1886-1887 the church was frescoed and a new Moller pipe 
organ installed. In 1876 the Rev. G. F. Spieker resigned and or- 
ganized Trinity Lutheran Church. 
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ST. JOHN’S, KUTZTOWN 


In 1896 the two congregations were separated. St. John’s 
Lutheran and Reformed congregations still used one building but 
each had its own treasury, but shared only in repairs and similar 
things. Each had its own Bible School and elected its own officers. 

In 1939 the Lutheran congregation bought a plot of ground 
at the corner of Maple and East Main Sts. This parcel of ground 
104 by 171 feet consisted of five lots. Four of these lots including the 
double house were bought from David Kutz Estate for $6075. The 
fifth lot, fronting on Walnut St., was bought later from Wilson 
Schlenker for $1300. A recreation hall has been built with fully 
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equipped kitchen and dining room that will seat 100 people. All 
labor was donated by the members outside of special work. 

A building fund was created as early as 1925. Little interest 
was shown by members at the time. Through the various organiza- 
tions of the congregations and a few small bequests, the fund had 
reached the $4000 mark. With the purchase of ground for the new 
and greater St. John’s, new life came into the congregation. After 
the new grounds were paid for the building fund grew fast. There 
was $32,000 in cash and investments in the fund at this time. When 
the Building and Loan shares matured in 4 years, the fund had a 
value of $40,000. 


At a congregational meeting Mar. 11, 1952, it was decided to 
build a new church. Council then included: Kenneth Kern, Paul 
Rohrbach, Lester Angstadt, Franklyn Kutz, George Kutz, Raymond 
Snyder, Earl Adam, Morris Merkel, Carl Fisher, Randolph Leiben- 
sperger, Lloyd Berger, Homer Moyer and Herbert Spohn. Building 
Committee included Dr. George Leibensperger, Earl Moyer, Curtis 
Luckenbill, William S. Christ, Harvey Merkel, Paul Fritz, Hard- 
worth Huseman. 

Church council engaged Lawson Associates to direct a cam- 
paign for funds. After ten weeks of instruction 166 men were com- 
missioned for solicitation at the ‘Kick-off’ Service, Mar. 15, 1953, 
with the Rev. Edgar S. Brown, Jr., delivering the sermon. Final 
report amounted to $156,461. 


Easter Sunday, April 5, 1953, ground breaking took place with 
the sermon delivered by the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, pres. of Reading 
Conf. Cornerstone was laid Aug. 30, 1953, with the Rev. Lester E. 
Fetter, D.D., pres. of the Reading Conf. preaching the sermon. 

The new church was dedicated Palm Sunday, April 24, 1957, 
with pres. of Synod, the Rev. Charles M. Cooper, Ph.D., delivering 
the sermon and a class of catechumens being confirmed. 

The church is built of Lynnport Blue Mountain Stone. Approxi- 
mately 1200 tons were used. The tower is 54 feet, spire 51 feet and 
cross 6 feet, total 111 feet. The nave seats 354, the balcony 134, 
overflow under balcony 125 and choir 40. Total seating capacity 
653. The basement when finished will seat 400, at tables 200. This 
will include a stage, a kitchen and business office. The church is 
furnished with a three-manual pipe organ. The church school has 
eight rooms. An amplification system to each room as well as nave is 
installed. Ground floors have oil-fired radiant heat. 

The church was incorporated in 1940. July 10, 1958, St. 
John’s sold its half interest in the union edifice to the Reformed 
for $5000. 

Organizations include St. John’s Union Parochial School, 1806 
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(See Kutztown Centennial History, P. 93) and Union S. &., 
1826 (see Kutztown Centennial History, P. 85). These became sep- 
arate organizations in 1895, each conducting its own school every 
other Sunday before church service. Present organizations are 
Ladies’ Aid started 1917, Women of the Church started 1922, Luther 
League started 1895 and Boy Scouts started 1957. 

The 200th anniversary was celebrated May 11, 1952, with the 
Rev. Emil E. Fischer, D.D., pres. of Min., preaching the sermon 
and the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, pres. of Conf. preaching the Vesper 
sermon. 

The congregation celebrated the pastor’s anniversary 1925 and 
1940; the 44th year of service was observed Nov. 3, 1958. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Revs. Milton J. Bieber, Edwin L. 
Miller and George Shiery. 

The following pastors have served: the Revs. Daniel Schu- 
macher 1756- > Helfrecht Shaum 1759-1777; Daniel Lehman 
1777-1799; Frederick Ritze 1799-1803; Daniel Lehman 1803-1810; 
John Knoske 1810-1839; Daniel Kohler 1839-1851; Gustave Adolph 
Hinterleitner 1852-1866; George Frederick Spieker 1867-1876; John 
J. Cressman 1877-1914; Jacob W. Bittner 1914 to present. 

1958 church council included: Leroy F. Adams, Earl L. Adam, 
J. Ernest Miller, Daniel Wartzenluft, Curtis W. Wiltrout, Paul S. 
Fritz, Daniel V. Schaeffer, Charles M. Leibensperger, Allen L. Miller, 
Luther T. Davis, Paul Spohn, Edward Rohrbach. 

Baptized membership is 948, confirmed 784, communing 631, 
S. S. enrollment 277, valuation of property $408,145, indebtedness 
$157,864, current and benevolence budget $53,934. 


St. John’s, Mohnton 


The Reading Conf. of the Min. of Penna., recognizing the 
necessity of Lutheran mission work in the growing areas adjoining 
the city of Reading, appealed to the Synod and received permission 
and financial aid to advance the work. In accordance with this, 
a call was extended Nov. 4, 1899, to the Rev. Marvin H. Stettler 
of Allentown to serve Oakland (now Oakbrook), Shillington and 
Mohnsville (Mohnton). 

The first service was held in Henry Ruth’s Hall Nov. 19, 1899, 
with 18 persons present. Dec. 3, 1899, there were 80 adults present 
and 60 persons in S. S. On the following Sunday the seating capacity 
of the hall was severely over-taxed. 

Dec. 31, 1899, the S. S. was officially organized and graded. 
A Ladies’ Aid Society was organized on the same date and the 
congregation itself, Jan, 21, 1900. Luther League was started Feb. 
8, 1900. 
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April 29, 1900, the congregation unanimously selected the plot 
of ground owned by George Schaeffer as the site of the future church 
and the Ladies’ Aid purchased it for $200. Ground was broken 
June 30, 1900, for the 40 by 70 foot church. Foundations were dug 
by members and friends, joists were all donated and cornerstone 
laying took place Sept. 2, 1900. Building committee consisted of 
Jacob F. Kessler, Jacob C. Kessler, John Kirshman, Henry K. Ruth, 
Daniel Keller, George Schaeffer, Samuel Griffith, Fred Bezler, J. A. 
Schonour, Daniel G. Messner and Frank W. Matz. The church was 
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dedicated May 19, 1901, and the congregation incorporated Aug. 
25, 1900. 

May 9, 1909, the Rev. M. H. Stettler resigned and Aug. 7, | 
1909, the Rev. H. A. Kunkle was elected pastor and began his duties 
Sept. 1, 1909. At this time a large reed organ with a water motor 
was installed. Pastor Kunkle left the congregation Nov. 10, 1910. 

The pulpit was then supplied by the Rev. Charles G. Heffner 
of the Robeson Parish. He was officially elected Mar. 1911, but was 
not installed until a realignment of churches in the area was determ- 
ined. The parish served by Pastor Heffner included the following: 
St. John’s, Mohnton, Trinity, Gouglersville, and Allegheny, Alle- 
ghenyville. 

Dec. 27, 1914, the mortgage was liquidated. In 1916 the 
church was remodeled and a new Austin pipe organ purchased 
for $6500. Rededication took place Feb. 4, 1917. This debt was 
liquidated in 1921. 

In 1922 the congregation unanimously decided to build a 
parsonage on the property adjoining the church: This was occupied 
Mar. 19, 1923, and cost $10,500. 

After the death of Pastor Heffner in Dec. 1947, the congre- 
gation decided to separate from the Gouglersville-Alleghenyville 
Churches and call its own pastor. The Rev. John Hassler served as 
supply until the Rev. William O. Bradley was called. He served 
from 1949 to 1950. The Rev. Archibald Schenck then supplied until 
the Rev. J. Robert Mayer was elected and he served 1950-1953. 
The Rev. Julius Sathmary has served since June 1, 1954. 

The Krick-Kroninger Bible Class foresaw crowded conditions 
and gathered more than $20,000 in cash to help purchase the Reams- 
town Hosiery Mill, which lies directly across the street from the 
church. This property was purchased in Oct. 1954, for $55,000. 
This building was immediately put to use and with the aid of an 
architect renovations were begun immediately. The congregation 
decided to do the renovating on a pay-as-you-can and do- it-yourself 
basis. 

Mrs. David G. Ermentrout, of Mohnton, not a member of St. 
John’s, in Nov. 1958, gave to St. John’s 21 acres of land a very 
short distance from the church for scouting and recreational use. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Revs. Freeland Hemmig and Walter 
Guigley. Sister Lois Ludwig is a deaconess. 

Organizations include ULCW, ULCM, Luther League with 22 
members, Children of the Church with 48 members, Children’s 
Choir with 26 members, Adult Choir with 20 members and S. S. 
Teachers’ Assn. with 57 members. 

1958 councilmen were: Pastor Sathmary, pres., Malcolm Kron- 
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inger, vice pres., Roy Werner, sec., Arthur Bender, Donald Fatzinger, 
Robert Fitterling, Richard Hartman, Robert Jameson, Roy Kurtz, 
Carl Miller, Frank Price, Lloyd Slichter. 


Baptized membership is 995, confirmed 734, communing 566, 
S. S. enrollment 537, valuation of property $220,000, indebtedness 
$27,000, current and benevolence budget $38,500. 


St. John’s (Gernant’s), Ontelaunee Township 


St. John’s Church is located one mile east of Leesport in 
Ontelaunee Township. The present building is probably the second 
house of worship which was erected and used by the Reformed and 
Lutheran congregations. The contention that a church building was 
erected either previous to 1794 or sometime between 1794 and 1868, 
is but weakly supported. The records at hand are these: the present 
building contains two cornerstones, the first one dated 1794 and 
the second 1868. The deeds indicated that the congregation held no 
land previous to 1794; the builders of the present edifice name but 
two dates, the founding of the church in 1794, and the rebuilding 
of the church in 1868; there was no cemetery before 1794. 


The edifice erected in 1794 was built of logs which were rough 
cast. The interior was furnished with galleries on three sides. 200 
feet back of the building along the cemetery boundary stood an old 
log schoolhouse. This schoolhouse was used for catechetical instruc- 
tion for many years. It is believed by some that this schoolhouse 
stood before 1794 and that the congregations were organized in it, 
and then planned and built the first church. 


The trustees, elders, and deacons of the congregations at the 
time of the erection of the first church in 1794 were Jacob Rahn, 
Yost Lies, Nicholas Schaeffer, John Althouse, Ludwig Bausher, and 
Jacob Huy. An appeal for financial aid dated Nov. 25, 1795, was 
addressed to the community. If one may judge by the signatures, it 
was penned by John Gernant. The title of the congregations as 
recorded on the above appeal and on the first two deeds is “The 
German Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Church”. In the third 
deed dated Feb. 11, 1834, the name St. John’s is used. The original 
title, one would naturally conclude, was “St. John’s German Evan- 
gelical Lutheran and Reformed Church”. The title was written 
differently on Feb. 10, 1868, when the Articles of Incorporation 
were adopted and secured. The present title is “St. John’s German 
Reformed and Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ontelaunee”’. The 
popular title is ‘““Gernant’s”. The first deeds that use this name in 
explanatory fashion are dated June 4, 1870. No doubt the name 
came to be used from the fact that much of the land first belonged 
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to the Gernant family and because of their prominence in congre- 
gational activities. 

The land on which the first church was erected and where 
the old cemetery is located was procured from Mordecai Lee and 
John Gernant. One-half acre was bought from Mordecai Lee for 
the sum of five pounds; 156 perches were “granted by indenture by 
said John Gernant and Maria, his wife, bearing date herewith 
Nov. 22, 1795”. This land was secured to have a joint burial ground 
and place of worship. 


ST. JOHN’S (GERNANTS), ONTELAUNEE TOWNSHIP 


The present church was planned at business sessions Sept. 14, 
18, 23 and 30, 1867. Charles D. Hottenstein was elected pres. and 
John R. Hottenstein, sec. The location for the new building was 
selected—the ballots, with one exception, favored the new location. 
The building-site committee included: William Rahn, Charles Y. 
Moser and Henry Gromis. They agreed to buy land from John H. 
Gernant and Adam H. Gernant for $100 per acre. The edifice was 
located about 300 feet east of the old church. A subscription com- 
mittee was appointed consisting of Henry Gauker, Henry Gromis, 
Samuel Edelman and David Schlegel. In redeeming subscriptions, 
Jabor as well as money was considered. The church was built of 
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brick, with a basement, main room with galleries on three sides and 
foundation for a steeple. The building committee consisted of Henry 
Gromis, Henry Gauker, Charles Y. Moser, John H. Gernant, William 
Rahn and Franklin Rothenberger. 

Articles of Incorporation were approved by the court Feb. 10, 
1868, and cornerstone was laid in 1868. The main room was not 
completed until 1886 and dedication took place Oct. 24, 1886. 

Reopening and Home-Coming Services were held Sept. 18, 
1927, with the Rev. William O. Laub, pres. of the Reading Conf. 
as guest speaker. 

Women’s Missionary Society was organized in 1932. 

May 16, 1937, a special service commemorating the presenta- 
tion of trees by the donors for the memorial grove at the church 
was held in the grove. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. J. M. Deitzler, M. 
Harpel, R. S. Wagner, Miller, Minnich, B. D. Zweizig, G. S. Sea- 
man, Elbert E. Landis, Karl L. Reisner 1926-1949, Charles H. 
Ruloff 1950-1955, supplies 1955-1958, Alfred H. Erb 1958 to 
present. 

1958 church councilmen were: Charles S. Christ, Clifford 
Christ, Ray Knittle, Samuel F. Sunday, Burlin Turner, Edward B. 
Rhoads, Martin Younker, Robert Guistwite, Carl Kochan. 

Baptized membership is 320, confirmed 201, communing 120, 
S. S. enrollment 245, valuation of property $75,000, no indebtedness, 
current and benevolence budget $3818. 


St. John’s, Pricetown 


The early records of St. John’s indicate that there were services 
conducted by Lutheran and Reformed pastors of neighboring 
parishes even prior to 1820 in the Dunkard meeting house, located 
near the village of Pricetown. There was a strong feeling in the 
hearts of the village dwellers for a regular organization and building, 
since there was no church organized in the surrounding territory. 
A union organization was effected in 1839. An acre of ground was 
purchased from John Haas for $100 and work was started in March 
1840. The first and only church building was dedicated Sept. 4 and 5, 
1841. The offering at the cornerstone laying was $83 and at dedi- 
cation it was $236. The church 45 by 55 feet with 60 foot steeple 
and seating capacity of 250 persons cost $3600. By 1847 the con- 
gregation was debt free. 

The union church organization was incorporated April 18, 
1853. The charter provides for the election of four trustees, who shall 
choose the treasurer, four elders and four deacons, to be elected by 
the respective congregations in joint session. The services are con- 
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ducted in English every four weeks. The congregations are still 
governed by this charter but presently changes are being considered. 

Charles Levan, Reformed layman, willed $1000 to the church 
and it was used to repair and repaint in 1882. In 1891 the 50th 
anniversary was observed and the Rev. U. P. Heilman, writes 
“most of the founders of the church are dead, and in 50 years to 
come, when the centennial will be celebrated most of those here 
now will be gone.” The centennial services were observed Sept. 28, 
1941, in charge of pastors, the Rev. Earl G. Wolford, Reformed 
and the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, Lutheran. For this anniversary $2000 
was spent for renovation, new carpeting and altar paraments. 


ST. JOHN’S, PRICETOWN 


Before 1878 there was no organ. The singing was led by a choir. 
A new organ was dedicated in 1892. Presently the congregations 
are using an electric organ dedicated in 1947. A union choir serves 
both congregations under the direction of Mrs. Dorothy Wenrich. 

A Sunday School was organized and conducted in the Dunkard 
Meeting House from 1839 until 1864 when it was transferred to 
the church through the effort of the pastors. 

Much credit must be given to the Busy Bee Society, a union 
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Organization to promote activities for the general welfare of St. 
John’s. 

Since 1919, St. John’s has been an integral part of the Amity- 
ville Parish. 

Lutheran pastors that served are: the Revs. Isaac Roeller 1841- 
1843; C. A. Griebler 1843-1845; Daniel Kohler 1845-1848; J. M. 
Deitzler 1848-1852; G. A. Hinterleitner 1852-1867; Thomas T. 
Iaeger 1867-1872; G. F. Spieker 1872-1883; U. P. Heilman 1883- 
1897; W. U. Kistler 1897-1904; A. W. Lindenmuth 1905-1910; 
H. W. Fitting 1910-1915; H. B. Ritter 1915-1926; Luke S. Sweitzer 
1926-1928; Paul J. Dundore 1928 to present. 

A son in the ministry was Isaac Warzeluft Gauker, ordained 
1880. 

1958 church councilmen were: Ephraim Cronrath, Henry 
Cronrath, Warren Cronrath, Claude Schweitzer, Warren Stitzer, 
Herbert Young. 

Baptized membership is 170, confirmed 127, communing 96, 
valuation of property $10,000, current and benevolence budget 
$1700. 


St. Johannes, Reading 


“Deutsche Evangelisch-Lutherische Sankt Johannes Gemeinde” 
is the official name of this congregation, located at Church and Wal- 
nut Sts., Reading. 

The congregation was organized in 1860 by the Rev. Dr. J. J. 
Kuendig, who served as assistant to the Rev. Dr. F. J. Schantz, pastor 
of Trinity, Reading. The German members of Trinity, feeling the 
need of a German congregation, effected a settlement and separa- 
tion from the mother church, under the leadership of Pastor Kuendig. 

In spite of great difficulties during the troublesome year 1861, 
when the Civil War began, the congregation succeeded in building 
its church, which was dedicated on the First Sunday in Advent, 1861. 
The congregation was also incorporated in 1861. At the same time 
the congregation bought five acres of land near 13th and Cotton Sts. 
to provide a burial ground. As most of the members owned lots on 
the congregational cemetery, the need for a chapel for funeral services 
close to the cemetery was felt. A chapel was built and dedicated in 
1874, but sold in 1930 since it was no longer needed. 

As early as 1865, St. Johannes conducted a parochial school in 
the German language. Karl Womberger was principal of the school 
and organist of the church for 30 years. The school survived the 
anti-German feeling of World War I, but many difficulties caused 
the closing of the school. In spite of difficulties of wars, St. Johannes 
has always had German services, down to the present. English serv- 
ices were introduced in 1917. While English is the main language 
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today, German services are still held twice monthly. 

Pastor Kuendig served St. Johannes for 57 years until his death 
June 17, 1917. From 1884 on, the congregation had the services 
of assistant pastors. They were: the Revs. T. N. Ander 1884-1885; 
Adolf Hellwege 1887-1891; Philip Hoh 1891-1893; Otto Kleine 
1893-1895; R. Bielinski 1890-1900. Pastor Philipp Kirchner was 
elected associate with Dr. Kuendig in 1902. He was elected pastor 
upon the death of Dr. Kuendig and served for 22 years, resigning 
May 5, 1924. ; 

The Rev. Robert H. Ischinger was elected pastor Oct. 27, 1924, 


ST. JOHANNES, READING 


and ‘served until 1948. He was followed by the Rev. Gunther J. Stip- 
pich, who was installed Oct. 9, 1949. 

— St. Johannes is renowned for its three wonderful bells. These 
bells, finest in Berks County and valued at $40,000 were purchased 
from the German exhibit of the St. Louis World’s Fair in 1905. The 
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church also owns the largest pipe organ in the county, a three-manual 
organ of 31 ranks. A new console was added in 1958. 

The Rey. Dr. Paul J. Hoh, in his time pres. of the Seminary 
in Philadelphia, born in Reading during the pastorate of his father, 
the Rev. Dr. Philip Hoh, is a son of St. Johannes. The Rev. John S. 
Sowa is also a son of the congregation. 

Communing membership 751, property valuation $500,000, en- 
dowment fund $250,000, current and benevolence budget $42,000. 


St. John’s, Sinking Spring 
St. John’s, Sinking Spring, was founded in 1812 by unknown 
persons. In 1818 the Lutheran congregation requested and was 
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granted permission to use the existing Reformed Church for worship 
and cemetery for burial. In 1854 they entered into an agreement 
for joint use of the Reformed Church building and graveyard (alter- 
nate Sunday services, one-half of expenses). In 1896 previous agree- 
ment was abrogated and the congregations separated. The corner- 
stone of the present Lutheran church building was laid April 6, 
1897, and it was dedicated Oct. 23 and 24, 1897, by Pastor B. D. 
Zweizig assisted by the Revs. Horine, Brownmiller, Early and Stro- 
dach. The congregation was incorporated in 1897. 

The 100th anniversary was celebrated Dec. 15 to 18, 1912. 

Sons in the ministry are Francis Trout Hoover, 1866, Franklin 
K. Huntzinger, 1869, and William J. Masser, 1911. 

The following pastors served St. John’s: the Revs. Dr. H. A. 
Muhlenberg 1812-1828; Dr. Jacob Miller 1829-1842; F. A. M. 
Keller 1843-1850; T. T. Iaeger 1852; Dr. J. W. Richards 1853; 
F. A. M. Keller 1854-1864; B. D. Zweizig 1864-1903; J. W. Lazarus 
1904-1924; Thomas Atkinson 1924-1929; J. S. Sowa 1929-1956; 
T. W. Jentsch 1956 to present. 

Members of the church council for 1958 were: Dr. Ralph H. 
Tietbohl, Jr., Norman Miller, Carl Wolf, Carl Noecker, Edwin 
Corkins, Wayne Ritter, George Boyer, Francis Seidel, II, Richard 
F. Miller, Roscoe J. L. Houser, James F. Miller, Jr., John Chris- 
topher. 

Baptized membership is 823, confirmed 591, communing 452, 
S. S. enrollment 360, valuation of church property, $216,000. There 
is no indebtedness. Current and benevolence budget is $18,300. 


St. Joseph’s (Hill), Pike Township 


The exact date of the beginning of St. Joseph’s (Hill) Evan- 
gelical Lutheran church is unknown. Apparently it is one of the 
oldest churches in the county and state. Originally, it was known 
as “Willow Valley” (Weidenthal) Church, and later as “Corn 
Church”, then as the “Oley Mountain Church”. In the Halle Nach- 
richten, Vol. 1, this statement is found: “Oley, where a beginning 
was made in 1704”. There were a number of Lutheran settlers in 
this section between 1700 and 1710. It is supposed that the first 
Lutheran pastor to visit these people was Daniel Falckner, who came 
to America in 1700. It is also surmised that Gerhard Henkel, who 
preached at New Hanover and Manatawny, ministered to these 
people occasionally. The private records of John Casper Stoever 
show that he performed pastoral acts in this vicinity, visiting them 
at stated intervals. He was followed by Henry Melchior Muhlenberg 
in 1742. After him Lucas Rauss (1752-1757) and William Kurtz 
(1757-1758) ministered to them occasionally. 
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Beginning with the Rev. J. H. Schaum’s pastorate, full-time 
pastors who served are as follows: the Revs. J. H. Schaum 1758- 
1771; J. M. Schmidt 1772-1777; Frederick A. Muhlenberg 1778; 
Henry A. Muhlenberg 1779; Daniel Lehman 1780-1782; Christian 
Streit 1782-1785; J. F. Weinland 1785-1789; J. C. Dill 1791-1797; 
F. W. Geissenhainer 1797-1798; Jacob Miller 1808-1821; Conrad 
Miller 1821-1852; Nathan Iaeger 1852-1857; H. Wendt 1858-1861; 
FE. H. M. Sell 1861-1862; A. D. Croll 1863-1868; Simon R. Boyer 
1869-1873; D. K. Humbert 1874-1890; H. W. Warmkessel 1890- 


ST. JOSEPH’S (HILL), PIKE TOWNSHIP 


According to records still existing, the congregation was organ- 
ized in 1731. Aug. 12, 1741, the Lutheran people among the Oley 
Hills acquired 50 acres of land for school and church purposes for 
two pounds and ten shillings. In 1747 the first church and school- 
house were erected of logs. The Lutherans received the cooperation of 
settlers of other denominations living in the vicinity, the Reformeds 
being especially mentioned. The Lutherans showed their apprecia- 
tion by extending to the Reformeds the privilege of burying in their 
cemetery, sending their children to school under the same terms as 
their own, and holding their services in the Lutheran church, pro- 
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1930; John W. Koch 1931-1941; Luther Lee Lengel 1942 to present. 


viding the services were conducted by authorized and ordained 
pastors. 

The elders at this time were: Jacob Muller, Michael Hartlein, 
Conrad Bohm, Tobias Scholl, Friedrich Meyer, Tobias Maug and 
John Reitenauer. The deacons were: Johannes Gerber and George 
Schaller. 

In 1786 the church was rebuilt, the old log buildings being 
torn down and new ones erected. The schoolhouse was used until 
1850 and part of it remains today as a residence for the janitor. 
The Lutherans sold one-half of their property to the Reformeds 
and became a union church called “The Hill Church.” 


In 1804 an eight stop Dieffenbach pipe organ was installed. By 
1853 the second building was inadequate and a stone building was 
erected. In 1886 it was remodeled and a steeple and bell added. 
The 50 by 60 feet edifice cost $3950. At this time a document 
containing eight articles, ‘““which are to be observed for all time as the 
rules of this church’, and a shorter document called, “Rules govern- 
ing the Lutheran congregation”, were adopted. Copies of both 
were placed in the cornerstone. 

During 1912 the church was refrescoed and a steam heating 
system installed. More than 1000 people attended the rededication 
services Oct. 14, 1912, with the Rev. E. E. Bachmann, D.D., rector 
of the Mary Drexel Deaconess Home delivering the address in 
German. 

A new pipe organ, built by Edwin Krause, costing $1700 was 
installed in 1916. After the close of World War I, a memorial 
monument was erected and 200 maple trees planted for the Me- 
morial Grove. Electric lights were installed in 1923. In 1925 
memorial stained glass windows were installed, the outside painted 
and a copper cross put on the steeple. A new pipe organ was dedi- 
cated in 1935 and rebuilt in 1953. In 1942 and 1943 an altar cross, 
candles, memorial vases and a missal, were dedicated. In 1945 the 
church council presented the pastor with a pulpit gown and stoles 
as a new venture. 

Cornerstone for the parish house was laid in Sept. 1951. In 
order to erect the parish house it was necessary to petition the court 
for permission to remove 61 graves at the rear of the church. Ulti- 
mately, 20 graves were moved to a plot at the southeast corner of 
the cemetery. The building committee consisted of Elmer J. Haus- 
man, Charles W. Eckert, Sr., and Claude H. Kemp. The parish house 
costing $101,136 was dedicated Oct. 19, 1952. 

In 1953 the interior of the church was dismantled and replaced 
with modern materials at a cost of $56,541. The organ was rebuilt 
for $6850 by Paul O. Fritzsche. The church is entirely coated with 
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white cement plaster. Rededication services were held in Dec. 1953, 
and a booklet “History of Historic Hill Union Church 1731-1953” 
was compiled through the tireless work of Charles W. Eckert, Sr. 
The choir, under the direction of Miss Mabel G. Dellicker, wore 
the gown and surplice for the first time at these services. 

The 200th anniversary of the Lutheran congregation was 
celebrated Aug. 16, 1931, with Professor Alvin F. Kemp and the 
Rey. Nathan Melhorn, D.D., editor of ““The Lutheran’, participating. 

The congregation was incorporated in 1933. 

June 2, 1957, a note of $45,000 was burned at a union service 
freeing the congregation of all debt. 

The Rev. Henry W. Harms, a retired pastor has united with 
St. Joseph’s congregation and is presently giving the pastor valuable 
assistance. 

1958 church councilmen were: Harold M. Heydt, Herman 
Miller, Robert Youse, Abraham Conrad, Robert Eidle, Paul Miller, 
Daniel Biever, Allen Hobert, Harold Weidner, Thomas Jordan, Paul 
D. Seyler and William H. Jacob. 

Baptized Membership is 1966, confirmed 1316, communing 
880, S. S. Enrollment 451, valuation of property $106,000, current 
budget $8000, benevolence $5925. 


St. Luke’s, Reading 


The nucleus of this congregation came from a Sunday School, 
begun in 1862, which met in the schoolhouse at 10th and Green 
Sts. After the S. S. had been the charge of a Lutheran Mission Society 
for a few years, it was finally taken over by Trinity Church. This 
congregation, seeing a promising future in this part of the city, pur- 
chased a lot at 9th and Green Sts. for $600 and later built a chapel 
costing $3000 and donated it to St. Luke’s. The cornerstone was laid 
July 26, 1868, and dedication took place Oct. 31, 1868. The Mission 
S. S. was transferred to this chapel and public services were held 
every other Sunday afternoon by the pastor of Trinity and other 
neighboring pastors. S. S. sessions were held every Sunday. 

In 1869, the Rev. F. K. Huntzinger was called as a missionary 
with the intent of organizing a congregation at some future time. 
The work progressed well and Jan. 2, 1871, a congregation was 
organized. The Rev. Mr. Huntzinger was elected pastor and the 
first council consisted of John Samsel, Jacob Bissikummer, Solomon 
L. Moser, J. D. W. Witman, J. D. Maurer and Franklin B. Himmel- 
reich. “St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Reading, Penn- 
sylvania” had 37 charter members. 

The progress and growth of St. Luke’s was so rapid that in 
1874 the building had to be enlarged by adding 15 feet to the 
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depth and by introducing galleries on three sides making a seating 
capacity of 600. At this time the congregation was incorporated 
and charter received Mar. 19, 1877. Jan. 10, 1879, Trinity Church 
executed a deed transferring the lot and chapel on 9th near Green 
St. to St. Luke’s, the first church planted by them. 

During the next few years St. Luke’s grew by leaps and bounds 
and a new and larger building became imperative. Closing services 
were held May 2, 1886, and the work of taking it down began the 
next day. The cornerstone was laid June 13, 1886, with 5000 people 
present and Feb. 13, 1887, the church with a seating capacity of 
1000 was dedicated. 


ST. LUKE’S, READING 


June 1, 1919, the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Dr. 
Huntzinger was observed and the congregation presented him with 
a gift of $1000. After serving 51 years and 11 months as St. Luke’s 
first and only pastor, Dr. Huntzinger was called to the Church 
Triumphant May 2, 1921. Dr. Huntzinger was so well identified with 
St. Luke’s that even to this day, the church is still sometimes affec- 
tionately referred to as ““Huntzinger’s Church.” 

The Rev. William A. Fluck was called Jan. 1, 1922. The first 
parsonage was purchased for $10,000 and paid for in six months. 
Large attendances again filled the church and it soon became apparent 
that even larger quarters were needed. The lot on the corner of 9th 
and Green Sts. was purchased for $40,000 and cornerstone for the 
new church was laid July 17, 1927, and dedication took place Mar. 
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4, 1928. This church is Gothic in architecture, seats 1100 people 
and was built at a cost of $175,000. 

Pastor Fluck served the congregation faithfully and well until 
July 31, 1946, when he resigned for reasons of health. In Jan. of 
1946, the 75th anniversary was celebrated. During the second 
World War, 330 members of the congregation served in the armed 
forces, 12 of whom gave their lives. 

Sept. 8, 1946, the Rev. Maynard C. Hallock became the third 
pastor. During his tenure Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Junior Choir and 
Daily Vacation Bible School were organized. In 1948 a new parson- 
age at 916 Green St. was purchased. In 1951 the sanctuary was re- 
decorated at a cost of $18,000 and a full-time parish worker added 
to the staff. Mildred E. Widmyer, from that time to the present, has 
served the congregation in many areas of its life. 

In 1953 the final mortgage of $62,000 was burned and the 
congregation was debt free. 

After eight years of untiring service, Pastor Hallock submitted his 
resignation Nov. 14, 1954. 

May 15, 1955, the Rev. Samuel C. Jaxheimer became the fourth 
pastor. A second morning service and a monthly communion service 
were introduced to accommodate the large membership. A parish 
secretary, Mrs. George Taylor, was added to the staff. A new par- 
sonage at 1623 Perry St. was purchased, and was enlarged by 40 
men of the congregation. The old parsonage was retained for the 
sexton and his family because of its proximity to the church. The 
congregation has voted to replace its S. S. building with a new $300,- 
000 building for religious education purposes. Preliminary plans have 
been drawn and $50,000 has been contributed for this purpose. 
Parking areas across the street and adjoining the church have been 
purchased and thus enhance its beauty. 

St. Luke’s has given five men and two women to the full-time 
work of the church. They are: Sister Emma A. Tobias, Sister Eliza- 
beth Meitzler,, the Rev. Wirt A. Dries, D.D., the Rev. Vernon B. 
Yeich, the Rev. Craig J. Dorward, the Rev. Dallas D. Dorward and 
the Rev. Wilson R. Hoyer. 

1958 councilmen were: Clifton B. Eshbach, Kenneth M. Delp, 
Harold H. Hohl, Ralph D. Oberholtzer, George E. Schoelkopf, 
Stephen G. Richards, Paul H. Huffert, Daniel A. Eckert, George W. 
Taylor, A. Leroy Mill, Kenneth R. Ott, John L. Hoch, Russell C. 
Lutz, John P. Harner and Sherwood C. Young. 

Baptized membership is 3660, confirmed 2561, communing 
1675, S. S. enrollment 862, valuation of property $620,000, current 
and benevolence budget $60,535. 
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St. Luke’s, Shoemakersville 


St. Luke’s Church is located at Sth and Franklin Sts. in the 
borough of Shoemakersville. Sometime after the founding of the 
village of Shoemakersville there developed a longing in the hearts 
of many of its citizens to have a church. The greater number of these 
people were members of distant and old established churches, such 
as Zion’s, Windsor Castle; Belleman’s, Center Township; and St. Mi- 
chael’s, Tilden Township. A nuumber of Lutheran and Reformed 
people assembled as early as 1852 to discuss the advisability of or- 
ganizing a union church, but no definite action was taken until April 
1, 1853, when an organization was effected know as “Die Deutsche 
Gemein-Schaftliche Schumachersville Kirche’. According to records 
of 1890 the church was known as the “Lutheran and Reformed 
Church, Shoemakersville”. Since 1907 the church has been known 
as “St. Luke’s Union Church”’. 

The land upon which the original church was built was secured 
from Joshua Reber and was appropriated in part for burial. The 
building committee consisted of Solomon B. Seidel and Daniel M. 
Unger from the Lutherans and David M. Becker and Isaac H. 
Mohr from the Reformeds. Cornerstone was laid May 29, 1853. 
It is presumed that dedication was coincident with the first 
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utheran™ pastorate, that of the Rev..T: -T. Iaeger, Oct: 22, 
1854, at which time also the first Lutheran church council was 
installed consisting of Daniel Unger, Solomon B. Seidel, Benjamin 
B. Seidel, Samuel Step, Isaac Unger and Reuben Weidman. The 
church of red brick was 40 by 50 feet and cost $2712. Seating capa- 
city was 300. A belfry and bell were added later for $800 and still 
later a cellar was provided for the installation of a heating system. 
Though the original building still stands, it is now little more than a 
shell robbed of its early furnishings. The first bell was taken into 
the new church belfry. 

The 75th anniversary of the founding of the church was ob- 
senvedsOct) 281928. 

Mar. 28, 1925, at a joint consistory meeting the trustees were 
instructed to purchase a lot at Sth and Franklin Sts. 115 by 180 feet, 
for $1300. A building fund was started and within a few years $5100 
was accumulated. The following were appointed to the building 
committee: Raymond Wolfe, J.M.B. Mogel, J. M. Rothermel, Mahlon 
W. Rubright, Irwin H. Yoder, Noah Heckman, Ralph F. Wheeler, 
J. Frank Moyer, Irwin D. Baer and Henry W. Reppert. Ground 
breaking services were held May 5, 1929. The church, designed by 
W. Marshall Hughes, architect, of Reading, and built by Wheeler and 
Stitzel, of Shoemakersville, was erected and completely furnished at 
a cost of $144,000 and had a $6000 Estey organ installed. Aug. 11, 
1929, the cornerstone was laid with the Revs. David B. Clark, D.D., 
and Marvin H. Stettler delivering the addresses. June 14, 1931, dedi- 
cation services were held with the Rev. Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, 
pres. of General Synod of the Reformed Church in the U. S. and 
the Rev. Gustavus H. Bechtold preaching the sermons. 


June 22, 1941, the tenth anniversary was observed with the 
Revs. Edward O. Butkofsky, D.D., and Luke S. Sweitzer delivering 
the sermons. 


June 15, 1947, the 16th anniversary and Home-Coming Day 
were observed. The first reunion of catechumens was held Oct. 19, 
1947, with 105 catechumens present. April 25, 1948, a special 
mortgage burning service was held. June 11, 1950, rededication 
services were held for repairs to interior and new heating system 
costing $11,030. 

The 100th anniversary of the founding of the church was 
observed Oct. 18-25, 1953. Oct. 18, two former pastors preached, 
the Revs. John K. Stoudt, D.D., and Daniel E. Schaeffer, DD. 
Sunday School Night was held Oct. 20 with an address by Judge 
Warren K. Hess. Oct. 22 a Community Night Service was held with 
the following participating: the Revs. Elmer H. Horst, Glenn Flinch- 
baugh and Samuel K. Kistler. Oct. 25 a Lutheran anniversary service 
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was held with the Rev. Henry H. Bagger, D.D., pres. of the Seminary 
at Philadelphia as guest preacher. 

During 1958 the interior of the church was painted and carpeting 
laid in the aisles and chancel. 

The S. S. was organized in 1873 in a schoolhouse in the com- 
munity where it met until 1880 when the Rev. T. T. Iaeger invited it 
into the church building. 

The late Rev. William B. Smith was the only son of this congre- 
gation to enter the ministry. 

List of pastors is: Thomas T. Iaeger 1854-1858; John H. Eber- 
man 1859-1861; Benjamin E. Kramlich 1861-1865; S. S. Klein 
1865-1867; Thomas T. Iaeger 1867-1880; C. K. Drumheller 1880- 
1883; Thomas T. Iaeger (supply) 1883-1884; O. D. Miller 1884- 
1896; Z. H. Gable (supply) 1896-1897; H. C. Kline 1897-1901; 
D. G. Gerberich 1901-1912; C. C. Boyer and other supplies 1912- 
1913; William K. Fisher 1913-1930; Elmer F. Wenrich 1933-1953; 
Robert M. Lezenby 1955-1956; John Hassler (supply) 1957-1958; 
Alfred H. Erb, Dec. 14, 1958, to present. 

1958 church councilmen were: William H. Reber, A. Earl 
Unger, George A. Burkhart, Glenn T. Fritch, William D. Reber, 
Harry A. Campbell, Merlin J. Grube, Lester L. Gehret, R. Eugene 
Leid, George E. Yoder, John R. Meister, Arlan F. Trump. 

Baptized membership is 503, confirmed 373, communing 228, 
S. S. enrollment 344, valuation of property $132,500, indebtedness 
$4500, current and benevolence budget $12,036. 


St. Mark’s, Birdsboro 


St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 225 N. Mill St., 
Birdsboro, was the outgrowth of a group which began holding Luther- 
an services in Birdsboro, Nov. 7, 1873, under the leadership of the 
Rev. Zenas H. Gable. The congregation was organized Mar. 9, 1875, 
with 64 charter members and was added to the Geigertown Parish. 
The first council was composed of: elders, Samuel Rhoads and 
Henry Albright; deacons, Jacob Brunner, Henry Heist, Samuel 
Nagle and Cyrus Rhoads. The congregation was incorporated in 1912. 

The Rev. Z. H. Gable served as pastor until Dec. 15, 1909, when 
he entered the Church Triumphant. The Rev. Willis F. Deibert was 
installed as pastor June 26, 1910, and served until 1925. The Rev. 
Horace S. Mann served from 1926 to 1930, the Rev. Fred J. Fiedler 
from 1930 to 1939 and the Rev. Charles E. Fisher from 1939 to 
1953. The present pastor, the Rev. John A. Dietterle, has served 
since Oct. 15, 1953. 

The first church building was dedicated May 12, 1878. This was 
followed by the erection of the church tower in 1885 and the erection 
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of a S.S. annex in 1898. A major rebuilding project was completed 
and dedicated May 21, 1911, which more than doubled the size of 
the original building and cost more than $30,000. At the present 
time, the congregation is again faced with the need for better accom- 
modation for Christian education. Because of this, it has purchased 
an old estate of nearly ten acres which is centrally located upon which 
it proposes to build a church, educational building and fellowship 
hall. Construction is expected to begin in 1960. 

Two sons of the church have entered the ministry: the Rev. 
William Marion Weaver, ordained 1899, and the Rev. George C. 
Myers, Jr., ordained 1956. 

1958 church councilmen were: Clyde Feick, John H. Knepp, 
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Harold Henry, William Gerber, Harry Grant, Jr., Lewis Jones, Robert 
Kissling, Warren Snyder, Thomas Kissling, Robert Bailey, Robert 
Edwards, Merrill Jacobs, Russell Kilpatrick, Claude Maxton, Richard 
Findlay, William Bitler, Samuel Straway and J. Mark Early, Jr. 

Baptized membership is 1293, confirmed 739, communing 576, 
S. S. enrollment 406, property valuation $195,000, current and 
benevolence budget $21,573. 


St. Mark’s, Reading 


Separate currents moving in the same direction converged and 
resulted in the founding of St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Reading. The Rev. Ephraim Stein Brownmiller, Ph.D., D.D., 
then pastor of the parish consisting of Christ, Spangsville; Zion 
(Spies); Bern; Kissinger’s; Reed’s, Stouchsburg; and Salem (Shalters ) 
churches, feeling the need for a church in the northeastern part of 
Reading, began to conduct services in the schoolhouse at 10th and 
Douglass Sts. Nov. 24, 1889. Jan. 12, 1890, he added a German 
service in the afternoon to the schedule of English services in the 
evening. Organization of the congregation occurred within a matter 
of weeks, Jan. 31, 1890, with 43 charter members. On that occasion, 
the constitution was adopted and the first church council elected: 
trustees, Jeremiah Seider, Elias A. Bitner, John S. Wagner; elders, 
Nicholas Albright, Thomas Pfaffman, Jacob H. Haag; deacons, 
William F. Gable, Samuel Heckman, Franklin Fies, Lewellyn Gehret, 
Edwin K. Mersinger and William Mengel. 

The Rev. E. S. Brownmiller was unanimously elected pastor 
Feb. 17. He continued to serve the rural congregations. The Bible 
School was organized Feb. 9, 1890, with 55 persons attending. 

Prior to the beginning of St. Mark’s church, Trinity, Reading, 
had been interested in the possibility of developing a congregation in 
the St. Mark’s area of the city. Mr. and Mrs. William A. Arnold, 
members of Trinity, made a gift to their church which facilitated the 
purchase of a lot of ground Oct. 20, 1886, on Oley St. above Locust 
St. in the name of Trinity Lutheran Church. Trinity’s pastor, the Rev. 
Dr. Jacob Fry, obtained the Arnolds’ consent to exchange the lot for 
a larger one. Accordingly, Oct. 18, 1899, Trinity purchased the lot, 
60 by 110 feet, on the N.E. corner of 10th and Windsor Sts. (the 
present location). Trinity S. S. paid the difference between 
$700 obtained for the first lot and $2200 paid for the new one. 
Later the frontage on North 10th St. was increased from 60 to 80 
feet by a purchase by St. Mark’s. 

Still another current flowed into the development of St. Mark’s. 
The Marion Mission School had been holding Bible School sessions in 
the 9th and Marion school building. July 20, 1890, to demonstrate 
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merger with St. Mark’s, the entire body from 9th and Marion marched 
to 10th and Douglass school, forming a combined Sunday School of 
over 150 persons. The first Bible School picnic was held at Mineral 
Springs Park in Aug. of the same year. This event was the precursor 
of annual affairs that engaged as many as 19 open trolley cars to 
transport the picnickers on a weekday to Friedensburg, and later 
Egelmans and Kutztown Parks. 


ST. MARK’S, READING 


Once organized, St. Mark’s had a committee confer with mem- 
bers of Trinity about the possibility of using the 10th and Windsor 
lot for building the church. April 30, 1890, church council of Trinity 
granted St. Mark’s permission to use the lot for a church building, on 
condition that the congregation secure subscriptions for the amount 
of $1000 toward construction. Edward K. Mull was secured as 
architect for a fee of $50 and on Oct. 14, 1890, the contract was 
awarded to L. H. Focht to erect the church building which is still 
the main edifice, for $6743. 

Cornerstone laying was Nov. 16, 1890, with 2000 persons, re- 
ported by the daily paper, in attendance. The building was dedicated 
May 31, 1891, and the first class of eight catechumens was confirmed 
the same evening. June 6, 1891, the congregation was incorporated. 
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St. Mark’s was served for 40 years (1889-1929) by its founder, 
the Rev. Dr. Ephraim S. Brownmiller. In 1904, one of his two sons, 
the Rev. Martin Luther Brownmiller was ordained by the Susque- 
hanna Synod at Hughsville, Lycoming Co. and at once became his 
father’s assistant in the pastorate. This arrangement prevailed until 
both resigned Jan. 1, 1929. 

The Rev. Elmer R. Deibert, S.T.M., was called and became the 
first full-time pastor April 10, 1929, a separation from the rest of the 
original parish having been effected. He served the congregation 
until his retirement Jan. 1, 1957. The title of Pastor Emeritus was 
conferred upon him. 

The Rev. Laurence G. Horn, S.T.M., became the present pastor 
ity hy 7p 

The church edifice was originally erected in 1890, with its 
present exterior dimensions, but only the first floor. The extraordinary 
height provided for installation of a second story and rear gallery in 
1898 and 1900. Steam heating was installed in 1900. In 1911 a 
distinctive-appearing, but not ornamental one-story annex, known 
as the “chapel”? was added as a S.S. room on the North 10th St. side 
of the church at a cost of $1094.50. 

The first pipe organ was purchased in 1895 for $550, and re- 
placed in 1925 by a Moller pipe organ dedicated as a memorial to 
one of Dr. Brownmiller’s four daughters, Mrs. Mary Curry, who had 
been organist for 20 years. The building was wired for electricity in 
SHES, 

In 1929 the pulpit was lowered and altar rail installed and in 
1947 a new altar, reredos, and dossal were installed and the painting 
of the Ascension on the chancel alcove wall was eliminated. Excava- 
tion of a cellar, periodic painting and refurbishing were completed. 
Numerous improvements such as laying pavement to the rear entrance 
and concrete coping for fence on two sides of the property plus major 
changes in the first floor were accomplished by labor given by 
members. 


A prevailing intention to replace the edifice with more adequate 
and accessible facilities began to materialize in 1955, when in April 
the congregation was led by the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement fund 
raising counsel toward gathering $55,000 in the next three years for a 
new building. By 1959 the sum had increased to $70,000 and the 
congregation engaged an architect to design a parish education 
building. 

Dr. Brownmiller owned his residence, and until 1948 the con- 
gregation rented a parsonage for Pastor Deibert. Then it purchased 
the present parsonage at 1624 North 12th St. 


The Ladies’ Aid Society was organized May 9, 1890, with 27 
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members. The Young People’s Organization was formed in 1895, 
lapsed for an interval, reorganized in 1904 and became the Luther 
League in 1929. Women’s Missionary Society, Brotherhood, and 
Junior Luther League were organized in 1929 together with Daily 
Vacation Bible school. Intermediate Luther League started in 1933, 
Children of the Church in 1939, Junior Choir in 1931, Intermediate 
Choir in 1937, Boy Scout Troop No. 39 in 1937. 

At present the following organizations are active: Senior Luther 
League, 12 members; ULCW, 61 members; Ladies’ Aid, 16 mem- 
bers, Mothers and Teachers of S. S., 25 members; Women’s Mis- 
sionary Group, 20 members; Ladies’ Bible Class, 40 members; 
Mixed Adults Group in Christian Service, 29 members; ULCM, 15 
members; Cheerful Blue Birds, 17 members; Kodaca Camp Fire 
Girls, 18 members; Metaka Camp Fire Girls, 15 members; Boy 
Scout Troop 39, 23 members; Cub Pack 39, 26 members; Senior 
Choir, 15 members; Youth Choir, 6 members; Junior Choir, 10 
members. 

St. Mark’s has been served by several members exceptionally 
faithfully. Earl N. Schmehl, pres. of the Ministerium Luther League 
1946-1948, S. S. supt. since 1939, has been a synodical delegate to 
three ULC conventions. Lester L. Himmelreich, Sr., has been treas. 
of the congregation for over 25 years and of the S. S. since 1938. 

Organists who served are Calvin Rohrbach, Henry Eschelman, 
George Heilig, Mrs. Mary Brownmiller Curry, Mrs. Minnie Knabb 
Schaffer, Mrs. Emily Shade Kachel, D. Earl Reifsnyder, Russel Stern- 
er, Mrs. Miriam Kochel. 

Supts. of the Bible School have been A. W. Potteiger, William 
F. Gable, Joseph Lutz, George B. Steinhauer, Mr. May, Reuben 
Eschelman, A. S. Ibach, E. S. Wertz, Jacob Scheifele, Henry Hilbert, 
Charles B. Fisher, Franklin W. Fogelman, Herbert P. Fisher, Harold 
Guldin, Harry Walters, Earl N. Schmehl. 

Anniversaries observed: Sept. 23, 1900, tenth of founding of 
congregation and 25th of Dr. E. S. Brownmiller’s entrance into minis- 
try. Feb. 21-24, 1915, 25th of organization of congregation. Oct. 25, 
1925, Golden Jubilee of entrance of Dr. E. S. Brownmiller into 
ministry. May 11-14, 1930, 40th of St. Mark’s. Sept. 21, 1930, 
55th of the Rev. Dr. E. S. Brownmiller’s entrance into ministry. 
Dec. 3, 1939, Golden Anniversary Service. Jan. 28-Feb. 4, 1940, 
Golden Anniversary. Sept. 14, 1947, rededication of sanctuary 
following renovations. June 24, 1951, 60th of dedication of church 
and 35th of the Rev. Elmer Deibert’s ordination. May 1954, 25th 
of Pastor Deibert’s ministry at St. Mark’s. Feb. 1957, farewell to 
Pastor and Mrs. Deibert. 

Church council consists of Russell E. Schaeffer, Herbert Horst, 
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Earl N. Schmehl, Lorane A. Zehner, Lester Himmelreich, Harold 
A. Grebe, William Goodwin, Jr., James G. Ross, Clarence E. 
Schmehl, Ralph W. Young, Charles Ebright, Paul H. Herb, Rudolph 
Stefanucci. 

Baptized membership is 893, confirmed 695, communing 462, 
S. S. enrollment 329, valuation of property $137,500, New Building 
Fund $66,520, current and benevolence expenditures $22,347. 


St. Matthew’s, Reading 

Arising out of the needs of the Borough of Reading for a 
Lutheran church using the English language, St. Matthew’s Church, 
now located at 5th and Elm Sts. in the center of the city, reared its 
infant head in 1842. Although one tradition claims her to be a 
daughter congregation of old Trinity Church, evidence uncovered 
by the Rev. William R. Siegart, pastor of St. Matthew’s during her 
centennial celebration in 1942, shows her to have grown somewhat 
spontaneously from the English-speaking segment of the community. 
There was a strong desire for the use of English and the Rev. James 
L. Schock, D.D., who served as organizer and first pastor, 1842- 
1849, held the first service in the “Public Buildings” located then at 
the corner of 5th and Penn Sts., Jan. 2, 1842. 

Despite protests of the German-speaking Lutherans, and the 
growing pains of any young mission, St. Matthew’s slowly, but 
steadily, grew. In 1844, two years after its humble beginnings, the 
congregation was incorporated under the cumbersome title of “The 
English Lutheran St. Matthew’s Church of the Borough of Reading”. 

Many citizens of Reading were instrumental in the early growth 
of this “new” English Lutheran enterprise. Accurate records do not 
exist, and there is, therefore, difficulty in naming a first church 
council. Later evidence would suggest that the following men served 
as a church council in 1842: the Rev. James Ly®Schockeeprcs= 
Dr. Diller Luther, sec.; Henry Hahs, treas.; John Hepler, Frede- 
rick Fox, John D. Miller, Charles Brown, John Heller, Peter Filbert, 
Henry Fry, Adam Rightmyer, Dr. S. G. Birch and Dr. A. H. Witman. 

May 26, 1844, the cornerstone of the new church was laid at 
the northeast corner of Franklin and Pearl Sts. This building was 
dedicated Dec. 29, 1844. The building committee was: Dr. Diller 
Luther, John Hepler, Joseph Moyer and Peter Filbert. The congre- 
gation used this house of worship until July 5, 1891, when it moved 
to its present iocation at 5th and Elm Sts. The Rev. T. C. Billheimer, 
D.D., was pastor during the erection of the present building. John C. 
Hepler, S. E. Ancona, Edward Scull, Asaph Prutzman and Frank S. 
Livingood served as the building committee. The celebration of the 
75th anniversary in 1917 was marked by a complete redecoration 
of the interior and was also attended by special services. 
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ST. MATTHEW’S, READING 


St. Matthew’s, in its long life, has been served by only 16 
pastors. They are: the Revs. James L. Schock, D.D. 1842-1849; 
James A. Brown, D.D. 1849-1859; Milton Valentine, D.D. 1859- 
1866; M. W. Hamma, D.D. 1867-1869 (Hamma Divinity School is 
named for this man); Samuel S. Domer, D.D. 1869-1872; James M. 
Anspach, D.D. 1872-1877; T. C. Billheimer, D.D. 1877-1893; R. W. 
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Hufford, D.D. 1893-1901; Luther S. Black 1902-1908; George W. 
Nicely 1909-1912; Norman S. Wolf 1913-1915; Charles R. Myers, 
D.D. 1915-1919; S. W. Steckel, D.D. (Presbyterian) 1919-1920; 
W. C. Dunlap, Ph.D. 1921-1931; William R. Siegart, D.D. 1931- 
1958; John J. Ziegler, Jr., 1958 to present. Among these men are 
several college and seminary professors and institutional presidents. 

St. Matthew’s has fostered two other congregations in the subur- 
ban areas of Reading. In 1914 Pastor Wolf was instrumental in 
starting Bethany Church at Stony Creek Mills and Christ Church 
in Glenside. 

Three sons have entered the ministry: the Rev. Stanley Bill- 
heimer, D.D., son of the Rev. and Mrs. T. C. Billheimer; the Rev. 
Robert D. Hershey, S.T.D., son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Hershey; 
and the Rev. Carl H. Greenawald, son of Mr. and Mrs. Miles L. 
Greenawald. 


Organizations include ULCW with 17 members, the Ladies’ 
Aid Society with 22 members and a Sewing Circle or “quilting” 
group. . 
In 1942 the congregation celebrated its 100th anniversary with 
a series of special services and observances Jan. through Oct. The 
Honorable Daniel K. Hoch, longstanding member, councilman and 
S. S. supt. served as chairman of the anniversary committee. Former 
pastors and ministerial sons added to the festive array of special 
events. 

Originally a member of the East Penna. Synod of the old 
General Synod, St. Matthew’s became a member of the Central 
Penna. Synod of the United Lutheran Church through the merger 
of the General Synod, General Council and United Synod South, 
in 1918. It was not until 1949 before the overlapping congregations 
of the Central Penn and the Ministerium were realigned. In that 
year, St. Matthew’s, along with others in Berks County became 
a member of the Min. of Penna. and through it a member of the 
Reading Conf. 

Through the years there have been many faithful members, 
but none who achieved a distinction greater than T. Calvin Naft- 
zinger, who in 1958 was awarded distinct honors for having served 
for 50 years as a teacher in the Church School, 40 of which were 
rendered to the Men’s Bible Class, to whom he was affectionately 
known as “Pop”. 

There is an indebtedness of $13,000 incurred by the purchase 
of a parsonage in May 1958, located at 1235 Eckert Ave. There is 
an endowment fund of $27,000. 

1958 church council included: D. Francis Schroeder, Francis 
A. Pindjak, Harry D. Yoder, Daniel F. Ancona, Jr., Daniel H. Latus, 
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Joseph S. Kershner, Ralph C. Hitch, Clarence D. Stahl, Charles 
W. D. Bowles, James Ibberson, William J. Haas and Ray S. Kinsey. 

Baptized membership is 552, confirmed 459, communing 317, 
S. S. enrollment 245, property valuation $289,000, current and 
benevolence budget $24,800. 


St. Michael’s, Tilden Township 


St. Michael’s Church is located near the center of Tilden Town- 
ship approximately four miles west of Hamburg. The church property 
consists of more than 100 acres of land, a large cemetery and a 
residence for the sexton. The church is a large brick building with 
spacious galleries on three sides, and has a seating capacity of 700. 
The cost of the present building was $18,000. The upper part of the 
building was dedicated in May 1875, the building having been erected 
the previous year. On the day of dedication a careless smoker dropped 
a match in the nearby grove where the horses were tied. In the 
conflagration that followed 17 horses and 22 vehicles were destroyed. 

This is the third church building. The formal organization of 
the two congregations was accomplished in 1769. The Rev. Philip 
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Jacob Michael, Reformed, and the Rev. Peter Mishler, Lutheran, 
were the pastors. A log church was built that year. The property 
then consisted of nearly six acres of land purchased from John 
Shollenberger. Soon afterward 46 acres more were bought, until 
over the years the property was enlarged to its present size. The 
land and residence were provided for the church organist, and later 
for the sexton. The first church building stood on what is now known 
as the old cemetery and was used until 1811. 

The cornerstone for the second church was laid Aug. 5, 1810. 
In a very short time this brick building, without a spire, was com- 
pleted at a cost of 1308 pounds. The church was dedicated with all 
debts paid and a handsome balance in the treasury. 

Since the dedication in 1875 little was done to the building other 
than normal maintenance until 1908 when the organ was removed 
from the balcony and placed in the forepart of the church. In 1932 
stained glass windows were placed and the interior repainted. The 
pastors serving at this time were the Rev. L. R. Miller, Lutheran, 
and the Rev. M. A. Peters, Reformed. 

In 1951 the interior was completely renovated and improved 
at a cost of $48,000. Serving the two congregations were the Rev. 
Fred S. Blank, Lutheran, and the Rev. Milton M. May, Reformed. 

Three organizations of the Lutheran congregation have rendered 
valuable service. They are the ULCW, organized in 1951, the 
ULCM, organized in 1957, and the Lutheran Altar Guild also 
imeyaanteral Way. ARSED Jf. 

An event of outstanding importance was the adoption of a 
constitution for the Lutheran congregation in 1958. The articles of the 
constitution and the bylaws were received without a dissenting vote. 

Lutheran pastors who have served St. Michael’s were: Peter 
Mishler; Daniel Schumacher; Miller; Daniel Lehman; John Knoske; 
Marcus Harpel; J. C. Schmidt; T. I. Jlaeger; Bem wei 
1861-1900; D. G. Gerberich 1901-1912; L. R. Miller 1912-1948; 
Fred S. Blank 1948-1955; H. W. Engle 1956 to present. 

1958 church council included: Morris Wagner, lay-pres.; Earl 
Degler, vice pres.; C. Norman Kauffman, sec.; Oscar Haag, treas.; 
Robert L. Miller, Jacob Wagner, Clarence Wagner, Oliver Berger, 
George Dunkle. 

Baptized membership is 1466, confirmed 944, communing 641, 
1958 current and benevolence budget $15,475. 


St. Paul’s, Amityville 


Amity Township was one of the first settled townships in the 
present Berks County. Its first settlers were Lutheran Swedes, who 
settled at Douglassville before 1700. By special petition from these 
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Swedish Lutherans, two ministers were sent by the Archbishop to 
minister to the spiritual needs. The Rev. Andreas Rudman arrived 
in 1697. In 1701 authority was given to the Lutheran clergyman 
to own and possess 10,000 acres of land, a grant offered by William 
Penn, upon his second visit to Pennsylvania, 1697-1700. The annual 
rental was 100 bushels of wheat. These 10,000 acres, virtually more, 
are essentially the present Amity Township. Pastor Rudman divided 
the tract among his fellow Swedes. Each tract, after the division, ran 
in a northerly and southerly direction, touching the river and the 
Swamp Road. 


ST. PAUL’S, AMITYVILLE 


According to deeds searched in Philadelphia, it was discovered 
that William Penn gave a grant of land to Peter Bonn in the year 
1704. After Peter Bonn’s death, three brothers inherited a part of the 
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above grant. In 1718, 700 acres were transferred to Henry Stoll by 
purchase from Peter Bonn. In 1716 Henry Stoll sold to David Harry 
a tract of 250 acres. In 1735 David Harry sold 150 acres of his 
tract to Peter Boyer and to his son, John, 99 acres plus one acre, on 
which is now located the present St. Paul’s Church, a tract at the 
intersection of three roads. 


Although the Swedes were the first white settlers of Amity, 
yet they never seemed to leave the banks of the river at Douglass- 
ville. Amity was chiefly settled by Germans, who located as early 
as 1710, but settled here in greater numbers between the years of 
1725 to 1752. These Germans were largely of Lutheran and Re- 
formed faith, with a scattering of Moravians and Catholics. These 
Germans were rather poor and could not afford to hire a pastor, 
much less build a church in the early years of their coming. The 
nearest German Lutheran Church was located at Swamp, about 12 
miles away, where many Lutherans from Amity went. This was 
also true of the Reformed group. There were many, who on account 
of distance and infirmities did not receive the ministration of the 
Word of God. Sometimes German schoolteachers were asked to 
preach or read sermons, offering at times to baptize and administer 
the Lord’s Supper. This state of affairs according to the writings 
of the Rev. U. P. Heilman, “gave room to wandering preachers, 
who had misbehaved in the old country and were deposed from 
the ministry to come to Pennsylvania and pose as ministers in good 
standing”. One Lutheran and one Reformed preacher made great 
boastings and were apprehended of their practice and were placed 
in the hands of the law. 


There is evidence that there was preaching at Amityville in 
the houses as early as 1745 by a Pastor Brunholz and others. No 
doubt these gatherings for worship hastened the setting aside of a 
parcel of ground of the aforementioned tract for the burying of the 
dead. Two date inscriptions, one of 1742 and the other 1748, indicate 
a burial ground, before the church was erected. 


The first church of log construction, located some distance east 
of the present church, near the Yellow House Turnpike, was erected 
in 1753. The building was used for school purposes during the week- 
days and for divine services on the Sabbath Day. It was called a 
school and meeting house. Apparently the steps looking forward to 
a separate organization for Germans and the erection of a church 
for their use at Amityville, were mainly due to the absence of Dr. 
H. M. Muhlenberg and his stay in New York in 1750-1752 and 
the inability of the Swedish pastors at Douglassville (Molatton) to 
provide for the needs of the Germans. In a report of Dr. Muhlen- 
berg, he states that in 1753 he visited Amityville and found a union 
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meeting house erected by the two congregations. The church, of 
course, was rudely constructed and unpainted. The logs were the 
seats. There was no fire in the winter. It would be of much interest 
to know whether the church was ever dedicated. Nothing is on record. 


In 1794 three additional acres were purchased from the Philip 
Boyer estate to erect a church and enlarge the burial ground. In 
1795 the old church was demolished and a stone structure 40 by 
50 feet seating 500 was erected. Cornerstone was laid Sept. 18, 1795, 
and dedication of the church, costing $3325, took place Sept. 4, 
1787. The debt was fully paid by 1816. In 1817 an organ was 
purchased for $889. Before 1817 the preacher led the singing. An 
organist and chorister were then employed, each receiving a salary 
of 50 cents per service. During the erection of the second church, 
each congregation formed its own constitution and thus were divorced 
from one another, with few exceptions since 1802. The constitution 
stated specifically that this house shall be used alternately by the 
congregations of the Lutheran and Reformed faith. It also provided 
that all denominational differences, “should be settled in Christian- 
like manner, so as to promote the worship of the Triune God and 
the Honor of the Saviour’. 


In 1872 the stone church was razed and cornerstone of the 
third church was laid Aug. 12, 1872. This edifice was 52 by 81 
feet, seating 700, with balcony on three sides and a steeple 123 feet 
high. Total cost was $21,635 of which $2000 was used for the 
purchase of an organ. Dedication took place Aug. 15, 1873. In 
1883 the steeple was struck by lightning and demolished. The bell, 
which was cracked, was replaced in 1884 and weighed 900 lbs. In 
1888 the church was completely renovated at a cost of $1030. In 
1892 a clock, a gift to the congregations, was placed in the steeple, 
a rarity in a rural community. 


The language was a matter of interest in St. Paul’s Church. 
For 95 years the services were exclusively conducted in German. 
A petition to the joint vestry for English services was refused. This 
led to a division and hastened the organization of an English Lutheran 
church and the erection of a building to the east of the church 
in 1844. In 1848 the English language was introduced and thus 
the newly organized congregation of 1844 passed out of existence. 
German and English were used alternately 1856 to 1890. English 
is now used exclusively. 

A cyclone destroyed the building June 11, 1922. A union 
building fund was effected to remain until the church was built and 
paid in full. A building of yellow brick, seating 500 and costing 
$80,000, was planned. 30 teams were organized to gather funds. 
From a newspaper comes the following quotation, “A community 
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spirit seldom equalled is being manifested by residents of Amityville 
in the rebuilding of their church. Men, women and children for several 
miles around, gather one day a week on the site of the wrecked 
church and labor until blisters form on their hands in an effort to 
salvage the ruins and make ready for the construction of the new 
church.” 

This commodious building was dedicated May 1925, at a cost 
of $121,000 with an indebtedness of $65,000. These congregations 
became debt free in 1944 when special note-burning services were 
jointly held. During 1951-1952 the church was redecorated, new 
choir loft constructed, new driveways and parking facilities con- 
structed. Since then new carpet was placed in chancel and aisles 
as a gift from the Dorcas Society. About $15,000 was spent in prep- 
aration for the 200th anniversary Sept. 27 to Oct. 24, 1953. 

In 1794 a log schoolhouse was built south of the church. In 
1839 a brick one was erected and in 1889 a brick S. S. chapel was 
erected. The first S. S. session was held in the new building May 
11, 1890. This building cost $2300. In 1917 the chapel was burned 
and the present chapel erected at a cost of $4500. Union S. S. 
enrollment is 325. 


St. Paul’s has given three sons to the ministry, two of them never 
serving in active work. The third son, the Rev. Harold S. Weiss, is 
the son of Mrs. Mary Weiss and the late Alvin S. Weiss of Boyertown. 

Up to 1944, a union choir served. To follow through with the 
full liturgical services of the respective congregations, it was agreed 
to organize separately, each being served by their own organist and 
choir director. The choirs are directed by Miss Katherine M. Bossler. 

The Dorcas Society was organized May 12, 1894, during the 
pastorate of the Rev. U. P. Heilman. 


Pastors have been: the Revs. H. M. Muhlenberg (supply) 
1753; J. H. Schaum (supply) 1761; John L. Voigt 1767-1769; 
Adolf Von Gerresheim 1778-1779; Christian Streit 1783-1788; John 
F. Weinland 1789-1791; John F. Weinland 1796-1799; C. F. Wild- 
bahn 1799-1801; Henry Geissenhainer 1801-1805; Fred W. Geissen- 
hainer 1806-1808; John P. Hecht 1808-1813; Ernst Braunsius 1814- 
1815; Jacob Miller 1815-1818; Conrad Miller 1818-1848; George 
F. Miller 1848-1872; Charles Koerner 1872-1881; U. P. Heilman 
1881-1897; William U. Kistler 1897-1905; Anson W. Lindenmuth 
1905-1910; Harry W. Fitting 1911-1915; Horace B. Ritter 1915- 
1926; Luke S. Sweitzer 1926-1928; Paul J. Dundore 1928 to present. 

1958 church councilmen were: George F. Brown, Charles W. 
Demming, John F. Glassmoyer, Raymond E. Green, George Harvey, 
Warren M. Haas, Russel H. High, Earl E. Levengood, Ralph E. 
Levengood, Clarence G. Oxenford, Harvey H. Rhoads, Gerald V. 
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Rohrbach, William D. Schmale, Lester H. Schurr, Calvin A. Sheeler, 
Robert H. Trainer, Herbert S. Weiss, Paul R. Weller. 
Baptized membership is 825, confirmed 517, communing 382, 


valuation of property $130,000, current and benevolence budget 
$9800. 


St. Paul’s, Fleetwood 


In the spring of 1841, the religiously inclined people of Coxtown 
and vicinity, including parts of Richmond, Maidencreek, and Rus- 
combmanor Townships, decided they should have a more convenient 
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place to worship God, as other churches were a distance away. Two 
acres of land were purchased from Benjamin Hoch, midway between 
Coxtown (Fleetwood, since the coming of the railroad) and Walnut- 
town for 40 dollars. Erection of a church building by the Lutheran 
and Reformed congregations was begun. The cornerstone was laid 
April 25, 1841, and was dedicated as a union church several months 
later. The church, a plain stone edifice with architecture peculiar to 
the period, was built by a committee composed of Reuben Scholl, 
Joseph Reifsnyder, Abraham Mertz, and Henry Seidel. Records 
show that the building cost something over $3000. Christian A. 
Scheick was the contractor. 

The first regularly ordained Lutheran minister was the Rev. 
Isaac Roeller of Kutztown, who served until 1860. The first elders 
were John Schlegel and Solomon Borkert. The first trustees were 
Henry Seidel and Reuben Scholl. The first deacons were John 
Gauker, Henry Rettinger, George Scholl and Levi Boyer. 

In 1859, the same year that an original indebtedness of $1400 
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was paid, a new pipe organ was purchased from builder Samuel 
Bohler of Reading at a cost of $800. The dedication of this organ 
caused such interest that special trains were run to Fleetwood, and 
the town could not accommodate all the visitors. 

Through the years, improvements were made to this original 
church site. In 1880 a new roof was placed on the building, and 
the interior was renovated. In 1887 land was purchased for the 
construction of sheds for horses and carriages. In 1893 additional 
land was purchased for the cemetery. In 1896 the interior was again 
renovated and heating was installed. And again in 1928 extensive 
refurbishing took place. 

With the growth of Fleetwood, it was desirable that there be 
better Christian education facilities in the town itself. A movement 
of citizens led to the construction of a S. S. Chapel on North Franklin 
St. in the borough. A building society composed of Cyrus Reif- 
snyder, Thomas Kreidler, and George Schaeffer, and a building com- 
mittee composed of Lewis Schaeffer, A. H. Madeira, George Knoll, 
Cyrus Reifsnyder and Levi Boyer started work in 1883, and by 
1884 the community dedicated a building to be used for Sunday 
School purposes. The land was donated by George Scholl. The 
edifice cost more than $7000. Because of the convenient location of 
the Chapel, the Lutheran and Reformed congregations started hold- 
ing more and more services here. By 1953 all activity at the “old 
church” was discontinued. As early as 1921, by decree of the Berks 
County Courts, the S. S. chapel became the property of the two 
congregations. 


During 1919 St. Paul’s Lutheran Church was incorporated, 
and as early as 1923 began to think of building a Lutheran church. 
In 1924 the Luther League deposited $100 in a savings account 
to be used “if and when the Lutheran church launches a building 
program”. Nov. 13, 1927, the Women’s Missionary Society was 
organized, and this group started to accumulate money for building 
purposes. In 1942 Pastor William H. Kline invited contributions to 
a building fund, and the purchase of a government bond that year 
marked the first individual contribution toward a new church. 


Jan. 5, 1947, a special congregational meeting was held to 
decide whether St. Paul’s Lutheran Church should launch a building 
program by securing a property. The vote was favorable. At another 
meeting in Dec. of the same year, several available lots were 
presented for consideration, and a vote was taken whereby the land 
on which our present building stands was purchased. 


The Lutheran Woman’s Circle, organized Feb. 1948, immedi- 
ately placed its support behind this movement. A building commit- 
tee was appointed and consisted of Daniel Spatz, Raymond Schlegel, 
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John Messersmith, Alfred Schlegel, Richard Winzer, William Ebert, 
George J. Schlegel, and Robert Meitzler. In 1951 a meeting was held 
with a Philadelphia architect, but all activity came to an end. 

The building program began in earnest in 1954. A new building 
committee was appointed consisting of Alfred Schlegel, Raymond 
Schlegel, Carl Blank, Benjamin Kline, Lionel Newcomer, Robert 
Meitzler, John Messersmith and David Heffner. Nov. 7, 1954, 
Howard Eiler and Dana Gangawere, Reading, were hired as archi- 
tects. Mar. 6, 1955, the Lutheran Laymen’s Movement of the ULCA 
was engaged to direct a building fund campaign. 

June 14, 1955, marked the acceptance of the preliminary plan 
by the congregation. April 10, 1956, action was taken to proceed 
immediately with building. A ground breaking service was held 
April 22, 1956. The cornerstone was laid Aug. 12, 1956. Dedica- 
tion of the building occurred June 2, 1957. 

The new St. Paul’s Church, located at East Arch and Laurel 
Sts. is of contemporary design. Total investment amounts to $270,- 
000. As of Dec. 31, 1958, indebtedness was $84,000. 

With the building of this new edifice, relations with St. Paul’s 
Reformed Church were severed. The original church building outside 
of town and the chapel on North Franklin St. have both been razed 
and the property sold. 

The congregation organized two Luther League groups in 1957. 
A unit of ULCM was chartered Jan. 1958. Through the new build- 
ing, this congregation, over a century old has had a rebirth of life 
and activity. 

Pastors include: the Revs. Isaac Roeller 1841-1860; Benjamin 
E. Kramlich 1860-1900; Archibald C. Schenck 1900-1902; Jonas O. 
Henry 1902-1909; William H. Kline 1909-1945; Harold W. Sell 
1946-1954; Martin L. Rothenberger 1954 to present. 

Members of the present church council are: Russell Seaman, 
Irwin Fegely, John Kohler, Steward Stein, Stewart Eberly, Carl 
Reetz, Benjamin Kline, Richard Homan, Kenneth Miller, Curtis 
Dietrich, John Moyer, Harold Brown, C. Robert Schlegel, Jacques 
Heckman, Richard Rothermel and Robert Meitzler. 

Baptized membership is 785, confirmed 541, communing 541, 
S. S. enrollment 431, valuation of property is $248,000, indebted- 
ness $84,000, current and benevolence budget $34,800. 


St. Paul’s, Lobachsville 


St. Paul’s, Lobachsville, is situated in the northwestern corner 
of Pike Township on the road leading from Pikeville to Lobachs- 
ville. It was organized as a union church until 1904 when the 
Reformeds discontinued their services. 
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Mar. 26, 1833, the people of the community held a meeting 
at the home of Samuel Lobach to consider the advisability of building 
a church, which proposition was approved unanimously. Samuel 
Lobach and his wife, Esther, deeded 58 perches of land to Daniel 
Hilbert, Jonathan Grim, John Mast, John Huth, Henry Adam, Joseph 
Specht, Peter Linn and Jacob Moyer as trustees for St. Paul’s. 

May 27, 1833, formal organization of the congregation was 
effected and a building committee elected, composed of Jacob Bieber, 
William K. Kaul and Samuel Lobach. 

Cornerstone was laid May 3, 1834, with Pastors Isaac Roeller 
and Conrad Miller, pastor of Hill Church congregation, participating. 
Oct. 11 and 12, 1834, the church was dedicated. An organ was 
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installed in 1849 by John and Samuel Bohler. This instrument was 
exchanged in 1869 and replacement made in 1883. In 1952 a Conn 
electric organ was installed. 

In 1887 a new stone church, the present one, was erected on 
additional ground donated by the Lobach family. Dedication was 
May 18, 19, 1878. In 1922 the steeple was lowered and repaired and 
a pipeless heater installed. Electric lighting was installed in 1931. 

In 1932 the basement was altered for the use of the kinder- 
garten and primary departments of the S. S. Also, during this year, 
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a solid walnut altar was received as a gift and refinished by E. Y. 
Weidner. In 1940 Paul Schrope painted the picture of Christ on 
the wall above the altar and the church was renovated in 1941. 

The congregation became incorporated in 1933 and adopted 
the “Constitution and Bylaws” recommended by the ULCA. 

A parsonage was built in 1947 south of Pleasantville on Route 73 
on land donated by Wilson Rohrbach of Oley and Alfred F. Kemp 
of Mertztown, both members of St. Joseph’s (Hill) congregation. 
The cost of the two-story stone building was $19,738, plus materials 
and labor donated by friends and church members. The mortgage 
for the parsonage was burned in 1954 making the church debt-free. 

In 1955 the Ladies’ Aid presented a complete set of paraments 
and in 1956 it presented the pastor’s gown and stoles. In 1957 an 
oil burner was installed. 

Apparently there was no regular pastor during the first three 
years after organization, but it is indicated that the Rev. I. Roeller 
looked after the spiritual welfare of the people. 

The 125th anniversary of the congregation was observed May 
25, 1958, for which a historical booklet was prepared through the 
efforts of Marion W. Yoder. 

Following are the regular pastors: the Revs. Conrad Miller 
1836-1839; Daniel Kohler 1839-1850; John Grimm 1851-1852; 
George Miller 1852-1853; G. A. Hinterleitner 1853-1859; E. H. M. 
Sell 1860-1862; Alfred Croll 1862-1868; Simon R. Boyer 1868- 
1872; David K. Humbert 1872-1890; H. W. Warmkessel 1891- 
1930; J. W. Koch 1930-1941; Luther Lee Lengel 1942 to present. 

Organists of the congregation were: John Dierolf, William 
Knoll, Jacob Hertzog, Guldin Yoder, John Shade, Mrs. John S. 
Levengood, Annie L. Breitenstein, Catherine Koch. 

1958 church council included: Earl M. Weller, Harvey Moyer, 
Donald Levengood, Marvin Yoder, Raymond Shade, Guy Bryan, 
George Brunner, Raymond Mast and William Schell. 

Baptized membership is 525, confirmed 339, communing 222, 
S. S. enrollment 148, property valuation $52,200, current budget 
$2506, benevolence budget $1638. 


St. Paul’s, Longswamp Township 


The Longswamp Church is located on the northern slope of 
a spur of the Lehigh hills, otherwise known as the South Mountain 
near the eastern boundary of Longswamp Township, and near the 
Lehigh County line, one mile east of Mertztown and one-half mile 
south of Shamrock Station. The address is R. D. 1, Mertztown. The 
name “Longswamp” derives from the marshy, swampy land which 
bordered “Toad Creek” (Krottekrick), a small stream flowing east- 
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ward from near Topton, until it empties into the Little Lehigh. A 
second explanation is that a family by name of Long or Lang owned 
this marshy land. Called “Long’s Swamp’, it soon became Long- 


swamp. 

The Lutheran congregation was organized in 1817. There is 
no available record of the founding fathers. There is some record 
of the Reformed congregation dating back to its organization in 
1748. Concerning the Lutherans, they organized themselves into a 
congregation and petitioned the Reformed congregation to be allowed 
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to hold religious services for a nominal fee. This privilege was 
granted. At the expiration of the second renewal in 1837, difficulties 
arose over granting equal rights to the Lutherans. The result was the 
congregation at Mertztown and the construction of the church at 
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Mertztown. Those Lutherans who remained were given equal rights 
to all the property at Longswamp. 

The congregation has never been incorporated as a congre- 
gation. It is incorporated as a congregation of the Longswamp 
Lutheran Parish, together with St. Paul’s, Mertztown. 

The first church was erected in 1748 on a spot near the present 
tool house in the cemetery. This was a log church used for 43 years 
although there was no Lutheran congregation at this time. In 1790 
a second church edifice was planned. Difference of opinion as to 
its location brought on the old Palatinate custom of “the throwing 
of hats” to the point desired. The second edifice was located some- 
what higher on the slope and was built of stone and cost 519 pounds 
19s. 11d. Again no Lutheran congregation existed at the time of 
this construction. 

The Lutherans were settling and eventually in 1817 they 
organized and petitioned the Reformed congregation for the use of 
this second edifice. The school or parish house, now the sexton’s 
home, was erected in 1844. 


The present church is the third building. This building again 
is located higher on the slope. Cornerstone was laid May 9, 1852, 
with the following assisting: Reformed, the Revs. Augustus Dechant 
andm Weer. Lelfrich; Lutheran, the Rev. Jeremiah Schindel. Dec: 
25, 1852, the following conducted the dedication: Reformed, the 
Revs. W. A. Helfrich, Erasmus Helfrich; Lutheran, the Revs. Jere- 
miah Schindel, S. K. Brobst and G. A. Hinterleitner, D.D. 


The church was repainted in 1861 and 1880. In 1912 the 
church was thoroughly remodeled at a cost of $10,000 and rededi- 
cated May 26, 1912, with the Rev. James F. Lambert preaching 
in the morning and the Rev. George B. Stibitz, Ph.D., D.D., preaching 
in the afternoon. Since that time the church has been repainted 
several times. 


In 1938, by action of the Ladies’ Aid, plans were made for 
a social building to be erected east of the church. This building was 
dedicated May 21, 1939. Speakers for the dedication were Prof. 
W. F. Long of Franklin & Marshall College, the Rev. Charles Butz, 
Bethlehem, Dr. Wilson Long, Weatherly, and the pastors, Dr. Bond 
and Dr. Englert. This building was renovated in 1958 for purposes 
of parish education. 

Pastors have been: the Revs. Jacob Miller 1817-1822; Conrad 
Miller 1822-1831; Isaac Roeller 1831-1837; C. A. Griebler 1838- 
1843; Peter Z. Oberfeld 1844-1846; Jeremiah Schindel 1847-1852; 
G. A. Hinterleitner, D.D. 1853-1857; Ferdinand Berkemeyer 1857- 
1859; E. H. M. Sell 1859-1861; Alfred DeLong Croll 1862-1868; 
Simon R. Boyer 1868-1872; David K. Humbert 1872-1902; H. W. 
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Warmkessel, asst. to the Rev. Humbert; J. W. Early (supply) 1903- 
1904; William F. Bond 1904-1944; Wilson H. Hartzell 1945-1953; 
Clarence D. Reeser, Jr. 1953-1955; Richard C. Wolf 1956 to present. 

Organizations include: Ladies’ Aid organized 1934 with 7 mem- 
bers, now numbers over 100; Luther League organized 1956, mem- 
bership 30; ULCW organized 1958, membership 30; ULCM or- 
ganized 1958, membership 42. The Luther League, ULCW and 
ULC are parish auxiliaries organized with St. Paul’s, Mertztown. 

Sept. 30 and Oct. 1, 1848, a Centennial Jubilee was celebrated 
in the second church edifice by both the Lutheran and Reformed 
congregations. In 1928 the 175th joint anniversary was celebrated 
at which time a history of the congregations was written and printed. 

St. Paul’s, Longswamp, withdrew from the Bowers, Huff's, New 
Jerusalem Parish in 1953 and united with St. Paul’s, Mertztown, to 
form the Longswamp Lutheran Parish. 

There is one son in the ministry: the Rev. Roy W. Meck, S.T.M., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Meck, R. D. 1, Alburtis, ordained in 
1950) 

William Schubert and Robert Fritch are two organists, each of 
whom served over 40 years. 

The 50th anniversary of the ordination of the Rev. William F. 
Bond, D.D., was celebrated June 29, 1941. 

1958 church council consisted of: GlenRoy Geist, Walter 
Geist, Johnny E. Lauchnor, Carl Moll, Karl Kercher, Franklin Meck, 
Allen Swartzentruber, Richard Conrad, Stanley Meck and Lloyd 
Heffner. 

Baptized membership is 1060, confirmed 667, communing 464, 
S. S. enrollment 220, valuation of property $135,000, indebtedness 
$1000, 1958 budget $18,460. 


St. Paul’s, Lyon Station 


St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lyon Station, was 
organized by the Rev. A. D. Croll in 1868 out of adherents who 
followed from the DeLong congregation at Bowers. The corner- 
stone of the two-story brick church was laid June 1, 1868. It was 
dedicated that same fall. Pastor Croll’s ministry continued until 1876. 
During these years this congregation flourished spiritually and finan- 
cially. “Every family had an altar for prayer and daily praise and a 
contribution box called the Lord’s Treasury Box, where weekly offer- 
ings were made to the Lord as he had prospered them the preceding 
week,” 

Pastor Croll’s death in 1876 was a severe blow to this congre- 
gation. The protracted illness of the first pastor, long vacancies, a 
General Synod church, and later a Central Penna. church, in Min- 
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isterium territory, widely separated from the other churches of its 
parish, pastorates averaging less than three years, interspersed with 
supply pastors and thus frequent and radical changes in program 
and administration, with the general decline in the last few decades 
of total church life have reduced this once energetic church. 

The following members of the church have entered the min- 
istry: W. R. Wieland, J. H. Leeser, Elias Hamsher, Elias A. Best, 
P. C. Croll, Morris F. Good, William I. Good, W. J. Gaby and 
N. J. Stirewalt. 
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The pastors who have served are: the Revs. Alfred D. Croll 
1868-1876; W. J. Cutter 1877-1878; E. Daron 1878-1880; D. E. 
Reed 1880; W. H. Lewars 1881-1882; J. A. Singmaster 1882-1885; 
G. W. Fritsch 1885-1891; G. J. Martz 1891-1898; M. F. Good, 
A. K. Zimmerman, G. H. Hasskarl, Jacob Peter, J. M. Deitzler, 
A. B. Miller, B. S. Dise, M. S. Miller, J. I. Hummer, L F. Foltz, 
Raymond C. Miller, Ralph T. Bailey, J. R. Fink, Harold W. Sell, 
John Long and Francis J. Heine. 

Baptized membership is 205, confirmed 136, communing 109, 
S. S. enrollment 146, valuation of property $55,926, indebtedness 
$1000, current and benevolence budget $4000. 


St. Paul’s, Mertztown 

In the beginning of the last century the Lutherans in Long- 
swamp Township possessed no church building. They held services 
in the Longswamp Reformed Church which they were allowed to 
use for a nominal fee. This was paid at regular intervals. When the 
point was raised that the Lutherans be admitted to equal rights 
with the Reformed in the property, two factions were created in 
both congregations, those favoring and those opposing the unioniza- 
tion of the church. 

Accordingly, the Lutheran church council, consisting of Reuben 
Trexler and Jacob Frederick, elders; Nathan Trexler, Philip Fegely, 
Solomon Frederick, and George Fritch, deacons, ceased holding 
services in the Longswamp Church. Taking with them the records 
of the Lutheran congregation and a large part of the membership, 
they began holding services in Mertztown. 

The first services were held in a school east of the old John H. 
Bauer farm which schoolhouse was later converted into a dwelling. 
Here the services were held until the completion of the new church 
on a parcel of donated property. The congregation is incorporated 
as a part of the Longswamp Lutheran Parish, but has never been 
incorporated as a congregation. 

From a deed recorded in the county court house comes the 
following: 

Reuben Trexler, ironmaster, and his wife Anna, and Nathan 
Trexler and his wife, Phoebe, May 3, 1837, deeded the property on 
which St. Paul’s, Mertztown, now stands to Jairus Haas, treas. of 
St. Paul’s, Mertztown, containing two acres, 130 perches. Also 
given was an additional tract of 87 perches some distance away near 
the road to Farmington. This latter tract was already being used 
as a cemetery. These properties were given in consideration of one 
dollar for the sole purpose of building thereon a common church 
to worship God under the Lutheran and Presbyterian doctrine, and 
the residue to be used as a graveyard. 
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The reason that the property was also deeded to Presbyterians 
was that there were some Presbyterians in this section at that time. 
One of them, Dr. Joseph Hirst, a prominent citizen, was closely 
related to Nathan Trexler, one of the donors. There was a desire 
on the part of the donors to extend an Opportunity to these Presby- 
terians to share in the ownership of a church and give them a place 
to worship in this community. The Presbyterians never took advantage 
of this offer. 


Building operations were begun even before the property was 
turned over by the donors. Ascension Day, May 4, 1837, the day 
after the property was deeded, the cornerstone was laid with appro- 
priate services. Building committee consisted of Daniel Ginginger, 
Jonas Trexler, Jonathan Haas and John Diener. As the building 
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progressed certain Reformed people in the community wished to 
form a congregation and attach themselves to this church which 
was then being built. July 2, 1837, a Reformed organization was 
effected when a Reformed consistory was installed. 

The edifice was completed during the fall of the year and 
dedicated Nov. 12, 1837. The first communion of the Lutherans 
was held in the new church, Dec. 2, 1837, at which time 59 persons 
communed. In 1871-1872 a steeple was built and a tower clock 
placed in the same; a pipe organ was purchased and the entire 
building repaired and renovated. 

In 1897-1898 the church was again remodeled. The pipe organ 
was brought down from the gallery and placed beside the pulpit, 
a new steeple replaced the old one and a metal ceiling was put in. 
Rededication services were held May 29, 1898. 

In 1924 an addition was built in the front of the church to 
provide a narthex and room for choir robing or S. S. classes, a new 
bell was purchased and a new organ by the Ladies’ Aid. Cost of all 
improvements was $38,000. Rededication services were held May 
2a O2 os 

Eight pastors have served: the Rev. Isaac Roeller from the 
founding until his retirement in 1860; the Rev. Benjamin E. Kram- 
lich 1860 until his death Jan. 1, 1900; the Rev. Franklin K. Bernd 
1900 until his death May 2, 1921; the Rev. William S. Dry 1921 
until his death Sept. 13, 1942; the Rev. Luther F. Schlenker 1943- 
1948; the Rev. Daniel F. Newhart 1949-1952; the Rev. Clarence 
D. Reeser, Jr. 1954-1955; the Rev. Richard C. Wolf 1956 to present. 

Organizations are: The Willing Workers Society, organized in 
1935, membership 58; Luther League organized 1956, membership 
30 (members are from the parish, Longswamp and Mertztown); 
ULCW organized 1958, membership 30; ULCM organized 1958, 
membership 42; (both these organizations are also parish auxiliaries). 

Three sons have entered the ministry: William Fegley, Henry 
W. Warmkessel and John F. Kramlich. 

1958 councilmen were: Henry A. Fegely, GlenRoy Dankel, 
Charles D. Bauer, Russel D. Fegely, Freddie Pauley, Russel Pilgert, 
Percy Rohrbach, Roy P. Keim, Clyde Keim and Carl Pauley. 

Baptized membership is 222, confirmed 139, communing 125, 
S. S. enrollment 130, valuation of property $100,000, no indebted- 
ness, 1958 budget $6370. 


St. Paul’s, New Schaefferstown 
St. Paul’s Union Church of Jefferson Township is located in 
New Schaefferstown on Route 83, four miles west of Bernville. Before 
the church organized, the people attended churches at Host, Rehrers- 
burg, Strausstown and Bernville. June 13, 1844, a building commit- 
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tee consisting of John J. Holzman, William Yeakley, Michael Knoll 
and Isaac K. Derr was appointed. John J. Holzman donated the 
ground for the building. The cornerstone was laid Aug. 24, 1884, 
with the sermon by the Rev. Aaron Finfrock; also present were the 
Revs. A. J. Long, T. C. Leinbach, L. D. Stambough, Eli Hiester and 
Aaron Leiss. The church was completed and dedicated July 19, 
1885, with the following pastors officiating: the Revs. Aaron Fin- 
frock, T. C. Leinbach, D. D. Trexler and H. J. Welker. 
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The church building was erected before the congregations were 
organized. Accordingly, Nov. 22, 1885, the Rev. Benjamin Kram- 
lich, pres. of Conf., organized the Lutheran congregation. First 
councilmen were: David W. Lengel, Frank Schaeffer, William Yeak- 
ley, Adam L. Gottschall, J. Adam Holzman, J. Adam Miller. 

In 1913 the church was renovated with metal ceiling, frescoed 
and recarpeted. In 1918 the pipe organ of Zion Union Church, 
Womelsdorf, was bought at a cost of $800. In 1921 a new furnace 
was installed. In 1948 an oil heating system, and new light fixtures and 
hymn books were added. During the past eight years the following 
were installed: new chancel, altar with reredos, vases, cross, candle- 
sticks, new carpet, new pews, lectern, pulpit, inside toilets, interior 
painting, church steeple and foundations repaired, choir gowns, piano 
and clock. The church is debt free and has paid its full part of the 
new Lutheran parsonage in Shartlesville. The congregation is not 
incorporated. 

Following is the list of pastors: the Revs. A. J. Long 1885- 
1908; Supplies 1908-1911; William K. Fisher 1911-1912; William 
S. Dry 1912-1912; Supplies 1912-1913; Ira W. Klick 1914-1927; 
Wirt A. Dries 1927-1947; J. Robert Mayer 1948-1950; E. A. F. 
Kallenbach 1951 to present. 

Pastor Kallenbach serves the Shartlesville Parish consisting of 
St. Paul’s, New Schaefferstown; Christ, Little Tulpehocken; Friedens, 
Bernville; and Friedens, Shartlesville. 

1958 councilmen were: Walter S. Henne, Wayne C. Henne, Earl 
Koenig, Harold F. Henne, Miles A. Seidel, Arthur Oxenreider. 

Baptized membership is 68, confirmed 40, communing 32, 
valuation of property $5,000, 1958 budget $250. 


St. Paul’s, Reading 


In Sept. of 1897, the first Sunday School was conducted east 
of 11th St. in Reading. This work, the forerunner of St. Paul’s 
Church, was initiated by Dr. M. C. Horine, then pastor of St. James 
Church and Chairman of the Mission Committee of the Reading 
Conf. In 1899, the Rev. Marvin H. Stettler was ordained and was 
sent by the Home Mission Board of the Min. of Penna. to develop 
the field in East Reading. On Nov. 19, 1899, Pastor Stettler preached 
his first sermon in St. John’s Church chapel on Chapel Terrace at 
Cotton St. 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized on Jan. 
1, 1900, by Pastor Stettler. The organizational meeting was held 
in the chapel of St. John’s Church. There were 36 charter members, 
two of whom are still living: Miss Carrie Lotz and Mrs. Minnie Kil- 
patrick Tothero. Pastor Stettler was officially called as the first pastor 


210 


with a salary of $40 a month; later reduced to $25 a month. Services 
were held in St. John’s chapel for over a year. 

On April 16, 1900, the congregation purchased a lot at the 
northwest corner of Perkiomen Ave. at 16th St. for $4000. 

Because of conflicts, the services were transferred from St. 
John’s Chapel to Dibert’s Hall, 9th and Penn Sts. 

On Feb. 3, 1902, it was decided to proceed with the erection 
of a small chapel on their own property without the aid of the 
Mission Board. On that date they had a balance in their treasury of 


ST. PAUL’S, READING 


$1.05. Ground was broken for the chapel April 17, 1902, and the 
completed structure was dedicated Mar. 27, 1903. 

Just 13 years after organization, Jan. 1, 1913, it was decided 
to replace their chapel with a permanent church building. This was 
certainly a venture of faith, for as they accepted the bid to build 
the church for $34,565 they had just $40.96 in the treasury. Never- 
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theless, Sept. 7, 1913, ground was broken for the new building. 
During the course of construction, money was needed so desperately 
that 16 members placed mortgages on their own homes in order to 
secure the necessary funds. 


The dedication service was held Dec. 6, 1914. However, the 
building was not totally completed. For the next 11 years, the con- 
gregation had the use of just the first floor which served as both 
S. S. and church. The church proper was not finished until much 
later. 


At the time that the new building was occupied, there was yet 
much work to be done. Members of the congregation volunteered 
their services to install plumbing and electrical work. The vast walls 
and high ceilings of the second floor were lathed and prepared for 
plastering by the members themselves. 


The dedication of the church proper came Jan. 4, 1925. 
Although the church was used from that time on, it was actually 
not to be finally completed until 1957 when it was painted, temporary 
woodwork replaced and permanent flooring laid. 

The history of the church has been one of struggle and financial 
difficulty. All sorts of devices and affairs were held to raise the funds 
to pay off the heavy mortgage which burdened the congregation. 
Many years passed without anything being paid on the principal, and 
in some years even the interest could not be paid. Nevertheless, 
the congregation grew and presented the Christian witness to the 
residents of East Reading. 

The Rev. Stettler had remained at the helm of the congregation 
until his retirement on Nov. 19, 1946. 

He was followed by the Rev. John N. Ritter who was pastor 
from Nov. 24, 1946, to Oct. 31, 1950. He was succeeded by the 
Rev. Charles D: Moser, June=3; 1951) to: Decss18 19523 

The Rev. David C. Burnite became pastor May 15, 1953. The 
congregation adopted a long-range program known as “The Spiritual 
Advance’, designed to liquidate the existing debt, acquire an ade- 
quate parsonage and renovate the church which had not been touched 
since the dedication in 1925. Over a period of four years the mem- 
bership responded admirably to the new program. 

A portion of the first floor which had never been used was 
developed into a beautiful room for S. S. and recreational activi- 
ties. A residence on Mineral Spring Road was purchased as a par- 
sonage; the debt was appreciably lowered each year; and the final 
note of victory was sounded June 2, 1957, when the church proper 
was totally renovated and that which had been unfinished for the 
past 32 years was finished. 

Organizations include: ULCM with a membership of 23 and 
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ULCW, organized in 1958 to combine all existing women’s or- 
ganizations in the church. Each Thursday night a youth program is 
conducted at which time catechetical classes, chapel choir and two 
Luther Leagues hold their various activities. 

Two sons have gone into the ministry: the Rev. Calvin E. Hum- 
bert and the Rev. Evans R. Keim. 

Present council consists of Chester Meck, Clarence Dautrich, 
Raymond Humbert, Nelson Nagle, Gustav Kielman, Richard Heffner, 
Irvin Humbert, Harry Swartz, Terrance Conner, Norman Einsel, 
Harold Long and George Monshower. 

Baptized membership is 1134, confirmed 748, communing 


437. 
St. Paul’s (Smoke), Windsor Township 


Started by German settlers in Windsor Township, about two 
miles northeast of Hamburg, sometime before 1750, St. Paul’s con- 
gregation came into being. The German settlers liked the level stretch 
of ground at the base of the Blue Mountains and there built their 
first log church, which is now Route 22 from Hamburg to Allen- 
town. This development was the result of the labors of the Revs. 
J. A. Krug and Decker, two neighboring Lutheran pastors. The 
church was strictly Lutheran and remained so for 75 years. This 
first church was dedicated Nov. 6, 1756, as the “Lebanon Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church at the Blue Mountains.” First pastor was 
the Rev. Daniel Schumacher. Because of the hostility of nearby 
Indians living in the Blue Mountains, the settlers were driven out 
and their log church burned. 

Sept. 25, 1767, an effort was made to collect 500 pounds, 
about $2500, for a new church by the Rev. Peter Mishler, Jacob 
Mueller and George Grove. A second church resulted, also built of 
logs, and endured 63 years. Dedication occurred on the 15th Sunday 
after Trinity, 1769. About 1826, the Reformed people began to 
hold services in the Lutheran church. 

In 1832 the old log church was torn down and a “School- 
master’s house”, also of log construction was built. After 85 years 
of service it was torn down and replaced by a two-story frame 
dwelling in 1917 to be used by the sexton. 

The third and present structure was erected in 1832. Lutheran 
men on the building committee were John Seidel and Daniel Hollen- 
bach. Foundation walls of the third church overlap those of the 
second church on the north side. The cornerstone was laid April 29, 
1832, and dedication followed Oct. 20, 1832. At this time the 
Reformed congregation was granted equal rights and the name was 
changed to St. Paul’s Union Church. In earliest times, it became 
known as the “Smoke” church, and the name persists to the present. 
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Tradition says the men were in the habit of smoking in church until 
service began. The church is a plain stone structure, seating about 
200 persons. In 1856 the centennial of the founding was observed. 

After a program of remodeling, changing the interior and 
installing a more modern pulpit, altar and pews, rededication came 
Sept. 27, 1868. Further renovations were made in 1892 and 1907. 
A cemetery adjoins the church on the west. 


ST. PAUL’S (SMOKE),WINDSOR TOWNSHIP 


After several parish changes, in 1913, St. Paul’s was made 
part of a parish with Zion’s, Perry Township; Frieden’s, Lenharts- 
ville; and St. Luke’s, Shoemakersville. The congregation is not 
incorporated. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. Daniel Schumacher 
1756-1765; Peter Mishler 1765-1769; Frederick Miller 1769-1826; 
G. F. J. laeger 1826-1870; F. K. Huntzinger 1870-1875; B. S. Smoll 
1875-1880; C. K. Drumheller 1880-1883; O. D. Miller 1884-1896; 
Z. H. Gable, W. Wackernagel and W. F. Bond (supplies) 1896-1897; 
H. C. Kline 1897-1910; G. D. Druckenmiller and others (supplies ) 
1910-1913; W. K. Fisher 1913-1937; Robert Laubach 1938-1940; 
John Reiner 1940-1943; Samuel K. Kistler 1943-1957; Clarence C. 
Moore 1958 to present. 
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Organizations include ULCW organized in 1950, now num- 
bers 56; Willing Workers, with 25 members. 

The Revs. Raymond J. Heckman and Irwin E. Heckman are 
sons of this congregation in the ministry. 

1958 church councilmen were: James Rausch, Lester Adam, 
Arthur Williams, Mahlon Snyder, Paul Phillips, Calvin Rausch. 

Baptized membership is 259, confirmed 183, communing 114, 
S. S. enrollment 165, valuation of property $29,000, current and 
benevolence budget $2394. 


St. Peter’s (Becker’s), Richmond Township 


This church is known as St. Peter’s Becker’s to distinguish it 
from St. Peter’s Reformed Church close by. St. Peter’s was always 
a Reformed church. Many of its members disagreed with their pastor 
and in 1863 withdrew from the congregation. They, with the Lu- 
therans in the community began holding services in the Molltown 
schoolhouse. In 1866 both decided to unite. 

A plot of land containing two acres and 150% perches was sold 
to the congregation Feb. 3, 1866, by Henry Becker and his wife, 
Catherine, for one dollar. The congregation was organized April 4, 
1866, as a union and as an independent church. Cornerstone was 
laid May 27, 1866, and the church costing $6000 excluding labor 
and materials donated by members, was dedicated Nov. 25, 1866, 
by the Rev. Jacob F. Wicklein, Lutheran, and the Rev. Richard 
Solomon Appel, Reformed. 

A reed organ costing $800 was dedicated Oct. 11, 1868. A pipe 
organ was purchased in 1891 and replaced in 1941 with a Moller 
pipe organ and chimes at a cost of $2575. Daniel Hinterleiter was 
choir leader 1866 to 1868. Daniel Saul was organist and choir leader 
1868 to 1893, Elias W. Wile 1893-1939, and Mrs. Clarence J. 
Deisher 1939 to present. 

The cemetery was dedicated in 1867. Dec. 26, 1888, a small tract 
of land for cemetery purposes was bought from Joel and Sarah 
Becker. It was consecrated June 9, 1889. July 21, 1921, three acres 
and 108 perches were bought from Daniel E. S. Dries for $551. This 
was sold in 1927 and a tract of seven acres, 46 perches was pur- 
chased. This tract was a part of the old Becker homestead. 

The horse sheds were erected in 1879 with an addition in 1894. 
They have come and they are gone. The stone wall on the south 
side of the cemetery was erected in 1883. In 1932 the Ladies’ Aid 
Society had the stone wall facing the church erected. 

In 1891 a new tin roof was placed on the church; pulpit, altar 
and communion railing were replaced; galleries lowered; heating 
system removed to basement; altar painting added. In 1898 the tower 
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was erected and a bell installed at a cost of $1663. The church, built 
on a very high hill, can be seen for miles as you travel through the 
valley below. 

In 1941 new pews were installed, the altar rearranged and a 
new series of memorial altar paintings were made by Prof. H. W. 
Sharadin. In 1958 a slate roof was placed on the church and reno- 
vations included plastering, painting, new shades and floor covering. 
A parsonage was built at a cost of $21,000. 

The congregation has two choirs, an active ULCW with 8 mem- 
bers, an Aid Society with 33 members, and a S. S. that is flourishing. 

The Rev. Dr. Morris S. Greth of Muhlenberg College is a son 
of the congregation. 

Following are Lutheran pastors who have served: the Revs. 


ST. PETER’S (BECKER’S), RICHMOND TOWNSHIP 
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Jacob F. Wicklein 1866-1873; Dr. Franklin K. Huntzinger 1874- 
1904; Dr. Franklin K. Bernd 1904-1921; William S. Dry 1921-1942; 
Luther F. Schlenker 1943-1948; Daniel F. Newhart 1949-1952; 
Dr. Rufus E. Kern 1952-1957; George H. Shiery (stated supply), 
May 1957 to Mar. 1959; Reuben W. Rhody is the present pastor. 

The Rev. Dr. Kern was the first pastor of the newly formed Zion 
Moselem and Becker’s St. Peter’s Parish. 

1958 church councilmen were: Franklin L. Border, Alfred 
Bailey, Martin Tilderman, Allen Moyer, Alex Szoke, LeRoy Seip, 
Nevin Dries, Wilson Bailey, Lawrence Wartluft and Victor Snyder. 

Baptized membership is 395, confirmed 349, communing 227, 
Church School 222, valuation of property $111,000, indebtedness 
$4300, total current and benevolence budget $16,869. 


St. Timothy’s, Mohrsville 


St. Timothy’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, located on the east 
bank of the Schuylkill River in the village of Mohrsville, was founded 
as a union congregation in 1864, by members of the surrounding 
Lutheran and Reformed congregations at Gernant’s, Shoemakersville 
and Belleman’s. John Snyder, Isaac H. Moore, Seth Zimmerman and 
Isaac K. Becker were elected from the two congregations as a build- 
ing committee. A two-story brick church was erected and dedicated 
May 7, 1865. The congregation was incorporated May 12, 1866. 

The first pastor was the Rev. Benjamin E. Kramlich, Feb. 1865 
to June 1867. Upon his resignation, the Rev. Alfred D. Croll was 
elected. Before accepting the call, he informed the congregation 
that he intended to affiliate with the Central Penna. Synod, and 
insisted upon another election by the congregation with this knowl- 
edge. Once again, he was unanimously elected and gave outstanding 
service until his death in June 1876. During his pastorate, the congre- 
gation became a part of the Lyons Parish. The Rev. James A. Sing- 
master served as supply pastor for two years. The Rev. Edwin 
Lenhart served as a supply for one year, and in July 1879, the 
Rev. Philip C. Croll was called as pastor. At this time, the congre- 
gation became a part of the Womelsdorf Parish. The Rev. Philip C. 
Croll served until he was called to Schuylkill Haven in Dec. 1882. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. Isaac B. Crist, Sept. 1883 to June 
1885. After the pastorate of Rev. Crist, the congregation was again 
added to the Lyons Parish and was served by pastors from that 
charge. These included: the Revs. George W. Fritch 1885 to 1890; 
Morris F. Good 1893 to 1897; Amos K. Zimmerman 1897 to 1900; 
G. HH. Hasskarl 1900 to 1901; Jacob Peter 1903 to 1905; J. M. 
Deitzler 1905 to 1908; A. B. Miller 1908 to 1910; Benjamin S. 
Dise 1910 to 1919; Mahlon S. Miller 1919 to 1922; John I. 
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Hummer 1923 to 1925; and Lewis F. Foltz 1925 to 1930. 

It was during the pastorate of the Rev. Foltz that St. Timothy’s 
ceased to be a union church. The Reformed congregation had 
dwindled to a few members, and so was dissolved. The Lutheran 
congregation purchased the rights of the Reformed congregation for 


$25 and the name was officially changed to St. Timothy’s Lutheran 
Church. 
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ST. TIMOTHY’S, MOHRSVILLE 


Mar. 1, 1931, the Rev. Raymond C. Miller became pastor. 
During his pastorate, the church was completely renovated. New 
stained glass windows were installed in the S. S. room and 
church auditorium. Pews for the choir and congregation were 
installed; hardwood flooring was laid; an altar, pulpit and lectern 
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were purchased; new lighting fixtures were installed and the entire 
church painted. The renovations were dedicated May 15, 1932. 
The same year a Daily Vacation Bible School was begun with Mrs. 
William B. Heffner as supt. This school has been conducted without 
interruption for the past 26 years. 


In 1944 the Rev. Raymond C. Miller resigned, bringing to 
an end a pastorate of 13 years. His successor was the Rev. Ralph 
T. Baily, 1945 to 1946. In 1947 the Rev. J. Russell Fink became 
pastor and served until 1948. Upon the resignation of Pastor Fink, 
the churches of the Lyons Parish petitioned the Min. of Penna. for 
admission. These churches, until this time, belonged to the Central 
Penna. Synod. At the convention of the Ministerium in 1949 these 
churches were admitted, but the parish was split. At this time St. 
Timothy’s request was received and approved by the Reading Conf. 
to become a part of the Centerport Parish, then consisting of Salem 
(Belleman’s), St. Michael’s, and North Heidelberg as a preaching 
point. Upon being admitted to the Centerport Parish, St. Timothy’s 
was served by the Rev. Fred S. Blank, who was pastor of the parish. 

After the resignation of Pastor Blank in July 1955, the parish 
was once again split, St. Michael’s becoming a separate parish, and 
Belleman’s and St. Timothy’s now constituting the new Centerport 
Parish. In Jan. 1957, Peter P. Grimes, a senior at the Philadelphia 
Seminary was called as pastor. He assumed the pastorate June 1, 
1957 to present. 


Organizations include the S. S. which was in existence before 
the congregation was formed. The school at that time met in the 
Birch Hill schoolhouse outside of town, and became a part of the 
congregation at a later date. There is record also of a Young People’s 
Christian Endeavor Society being formed in 1891 with 13 active 
members. A Women’s Christian Temperance Union was formed 
in 1883 and continued until 1927; a Loyal Temperance Legion, 
founded in 1868 and active until 1935; a Brotherhood, organized 
in 1931 and active for many years; and finally a Ladies’ Aid Society, 
organized previous to 1940 and now active as the ULCW. Today 
the church is served by the ULCW, the Church School, and a 
Youth Fellowship organized in 1958 on a parish level. 

During the early years of the congregation, there were two sons 
who entered the ministry: William H. Lewars and Emmanuel 
Dreibelbis. In May 1958, the congregation’s third son, Byard James 
Ebling, entered the ministry. 

The present building is 93 years old and has very inadequate 
facilities for the Church School, so that the big hope of the congre- 
gation for the future is the building program that it is about to enter 
upon. 
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During 1958 the following men served as councilmen: Ray- 
mond Beissel, Edmund Einsel, Harry Elliot, Herbert Fields, William 
Heffner, William Keboch, David Machemer, Earl Rentschler, Rolland 
Shade and Ira J. Wagner. 

Baptized membership is 148, confirmed 110, communing 73, 
Church School enrollment 148. Valuation of property is $38,000 
with an indebtedness on St. Timothy’s share of the parsonage of 
$521. 1958 current expenses were $3768 and benevolence budget 
was $1685. 


Schwarzwald, Exeter ‘Township 


Schwarzwald Evangelical Lutheran Church, likely the oldest 
in the area, is located several hundred yards from the intersection 
of the Oley Pike and the Jacksonwald-Boyertown Road, on the 
latter road, in the very center of Exeter Township. 

Because of the lack of records, much of its early history is in 
doubt. Patriarch Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, .in his report to Halle, 
sometimes included Molatton and Amityville in connection with 
Schwarzwald. 

From early records, the date of founding is set at 1745. It is 
known that the first church stood for 70 years until 1808-1810 which 
would date its erection at 1738-1740. In his Hallische Nachrichten, 
Muhlenberg mentions Schwarzwald as one of several congregations 
in Pennsylvania who desire a pastor. He says that the Lutherans at 
Schwarzwald, with the Reformed, had built a church. He men- 
tions no date, but since his report was dated 1746, the facts men- 
tioned must have occurred prior to 1745. It is agreed by all his- 
torians that the first structure was a log church and was used until 
1810-1811. 

It was then replaced by a building of stone, almost square, 
with galleries on three sides, a wineglass pulpit, and furnished with 
a pipe organ. Building committee is said to have been Jacob Levan, 
John Neikrich, Henry Boyer and Henry Kloss. This stone structure 
was dedicated Nov. 10, 1811, and remained in use for almost 60 
years. The present brick building, 50 by 78 feet, with tower and 
bell and furnished with a large pipe organ, was erected in 1870 at 
a cost of $13,000. Joseph Levan, Benjamin S. Ritter, Simpson Gar- 
ber, Joseph Kissling and John Hiester composed the building com- 
MIM CtCe: 

June 1, 1870, the old stone church was torn down. July 17 the 
cornerstone was laid with the Revs. B. D. Zweizig and A. S. Lein- 
bach, D.D., officiating. Dedication took place Dec. 18, 1870, with the 
same pastors in charge. 

No comparison of present membership with that of the past 
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could ever give an accurate measure of the congregation’s growth, 
since a number of congregations have been organized out of it, 
either entirely or in part; for example, Amityville, almost entirely; 
Spies, in large part; Oley, largely; Friedensburg, in part; and Reiff- 
ton, in part. So then, a church which may have numbered between 
100 and 200 has developed into six or seven congregations with 
several thousand members. 


SCHWARZWALD, EXETER TOWNSHIP 


Sometime prior to 1947 the members of both congregations 
felt the need of extending the present building to make room for 
Sunday School quarters. After extensive surveys it was decided that 
both congregations should determine whether they desired to main- 
tain the Union Church or build two separate churches. In Aug. 1947 
the Lutherans held a congregational meeting and voted to build their 
own church with the following committee in charge: Russel G. 
Weidner, Alfred Koch, Ralph Miltenberger, Walter Wegman, John 
J. Kauffman, Sr., John Winterhalter and W. Earl Althouse. Elmer 
H. Adams was the architect and tentative plans were drawn to 
erect a church, a church school building and parsonage. The build- 
ing site was purchased in 1949. 

At a meeting in April 1952, it was agreed that the first build- 
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ing would be the Church School building because the future of the 
church depended upon how well the youth of today are trained. 
Ground breaking services were held May 11, 1952, with Morris F. 
Houck, Jr., the stated supply officiating and the Rev. Paul J. Dun- 
dore, pres. of Reading Conf. preaching the sermon and turning the 
first spade of soil. Those assisting were the Revs. Glenn C. Reichley, 
Donald Schaeffer and David U. Druckenmiller. 

Throughout its long history, Schwarzwald had always been a 
congregation of a multiple parish. In recent years it had been con- 
nected with Bethany, West Reading, St. James, Geigertown, Reforma- 
tion, Reiffton, but in Dec. 1951, the congregation voted to become 
a one church parish. Jan. 1952 the congregation elected Morris 
F. Houck, Jr., as the pastor. At the time Pastor Houck was a senior 
at Philadelphia Seminary. He became the stated supply until his 
graduation May 1952, and was installed June 22, 1952, by the 
Rey. Paul J. Dundore, pres. of Reading Conf. The Rev. Edgar 
Brown, pastor of Grace Church, Pottstown—Pastor Houck’s home 
church—delivered the charge to the pastor. 

The cornerstone of the present parish house and parsonage was 
laid Sept. 21, 1952, with the Rev. Paul J. Dundore, pres. of the 
Reading Conf. laying the stone and the Rev. Gunther Stippich 
preaching the sermon. 


Pastors have been: Mr. Streiter, unordained, acting pastor 1738- 
1743; the Revs. Tobias Wagner 1743-1752; Henry B. G. Wordman 
1753-1755; H. M. Muhlenberg, (supply) 1755-1757; John Christ- 
opher Hartwig, (supply) 1757-1758; Dr. J. N. Kurtz, (supply) 1758; 
Bernhard M. Hausihl 1758-1763; John Andrew Krug 1764-1771; 
P. Frederick Niemeyer 1772-1773; Philip J. Grotz 1773-1774; Henry 
Moeller 1775-1777; F. A. C. Muhlenberg, (supply) 1777-1778; 
Daniel Lehman 1778-1780; Charles F. Wildbahn 1782-1796; 
Adam N. Macard or Mackard 1796-1797; Daniel Lehman 1797- 
1801; H. A. Muhlenberg 1803-1829; Jacob Miller 1829-1850; 
F. A. M. Keller, co-pastor 1842-1850; Reuben S. Wagner 1850- 
1860; J. J. Kuendig 1861-1862; B. D. Zweizig 1863-1903; William 
O. Laub 1904-1946; Bertram Gilbert, Jr. 1946-1951; Morris F. 
Houck, Jr. 1952 to present. 


1958 church councilmen included: Stanley Meister, Maurice 
deTurck, Oswin Swartley, Ray Lehman, Luther Reiter, Leon 
Swavely, Daniel Wegman, Ralph Miltenberger, Llewellyn Levan, 
Charles Bieber, Walter Kalbach, Edward Leckrone, William O. Rigg, 
H. Esterly Dunn and Carmie Grabert. 


Baptized membership is 913, confirmed 607, communing 503, 
S. S. enrollment 303, valuation of property $159,500, building fund 
$28,000, current and benevolence budget $14,369, 
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Trinity, Bowers 


In 1743, in and around Maxatawny Township (Bowers Sta- 
tion), there were many people of German background. Lutheran 
services were conducted not far away. However, the German Re- 
formed people had no place for worship and organized “The Evan- 
gelical Reformed Church in Maxatawny” in 1759. In 1764 they 
erected their first church of logs on two acres of land donated by 
Peter DeLong and Jacob Sharadin. To this Andreas Haak gave an- 
other acre. In 1808 a stone church was erected on this site, which 
stood for 63 years. 

Sept. 25, 1859, the “Evangelical Reformed Congregation” 
granted to the Lutherans of the area “the right and privilege to wor- 
ship in the same building with the Evangelical Reformed Church in 
the stone church”. This marks the beginning of the Lutheran con- 
gregation. The first church that the Lutherans helped to build in 1871 
was a brick structure, 50 by 70 feet, having full participation and 
ownership. At the cornerstone laying May 14, 1871, a union con- 
stitution was adopted. For the Lutherans, this constitution, contain- 
ing 11 articles, was signed by the Rev. Simon R. Boyer and these 
laymen: Jacob R. Angstadt, William Metz, Harrison Fegley, Wil- 
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liam Grim, James Oswald, Gideon Kaercher, Zacharias Hilbert, 
David Seip, James B. Kercher. This constitution was in force for 
29 years. 

Aug. 11, 1900, the nearby barn of Mrs. Leanda Trexler of 
Lyons caught fire. A spark ignited the roof of the church, although 
a distance of several fields away. The union church burned to the 
ground. 

After a series of joint meetings, it was decided Jan. 1, 1901, 
to dissolve the union arrangement. The Lutherans adopted the name 
“Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church” and erected a brick church 
on an acre of ground donated by Mrs. Edward Knoske, widow of 
Edward G. Knoske, a son of the Rev. John Knoske, organizer of the 
congregation at New Jerusalem. Church officers in this period were: 
pastor, the Rev. David K. Humbert; deacons, James Hill, William 
Mohn, Ephraim Wise, William Braucher; elders, O. B. Keller, Wil- 
liam Grim; trustees, William Knittle, Edwin Miller; treas., D. H. 
Schweyer. An architect was hired and apparently the sini council 
served as a building committee. 


After some delays, the cornerstone was laid Aug. 25, 1901, by 
the pastor, the Rev. D. K. Humbert, assisted by the Rev. J. J. Cress- 
man and the Rev. A. C. Schenck. The two S.S. rooms, semi-circular 
in shape, were completed in 1903 and used for church services, until 
the church itself was completed. The church was dedicated Oct. 7, 
1906, by the pastor, the Rev. William F. Bond, assisted by the 
Revs. F. K. Bernd, R. B. Lynch, J. J. Cressman, Charles C. Boyer, 
Ph.D., and Jonas O. Henry. 


Special services of Thanksgiving, Sept. 16, 1916, marked the 
payment of the mortgage. The church is of brick with a slate roof 
and a bell tower over the main entrance. Seating capacity is 700 
persons. The Rev. and Mrs. D. K. Humbert donated a stained glass 
window, Christ in Gethsemane, as a memorial. Steam heat and elec- 
tric lights were installed at the time of construction. The present 
Moller organ was installed in 1931. The church was painted in 
1939. The Ladies’ Aid Society paid $500 for the window facing 
the street. 


Sept. 11, 1955, by a vote of 70 to 9, a program of renovation 
was started. With Paul DeRagon, R.D. 1, Mertztown, as architect 
and Floyd Christman, Chester Haring and Cyrus Oswald as prop- 
erty committee, the basement entrance was reconstructed, two addi- 
tional entrances provided, an inside stairway and two rest rooms were 
added. The finance committee was Walter Hilbert, Melvin Moyer 
and Carl Kunkle. Reconstruction was completed in time for the 50th 
anniversary of the dedication of the church, Oct. 7, 1956. The Rev. 
Dr. Clarence E. Keiser was the speaker. 
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In the spring of 1957, the S. S. installed new lights in their 
rooms and in the basement. A ceiling of celotex was placed in the 
basement, and walls painted, assisted by the Luther League at a cost 
of $875. 

Oct. 5, 1958, decision was made to continue renovations to be 
completed before Sept. 20, 1959, the date of the 100th anniversary 
of the organization of the congregation. Plans include new carpet, 
lights, floor in church and S.S., painting of interior and exterior, 
increasing and improving the parking lot and landscaping. Chester 
Haring, Ralph Silsdorf and Cyrus Oswald are the finance commit- 
tee for the project. 

In 1951 several acres beside and to the rear of the church were 
purchased. In 1949 Trinity entered into a parish agreement with 
Huff's, New Jerusalem and Longswamp to erect a parsonage at 320 
Home Ave., Topton which cost $22,500. St. Paul’s, Longswamp, 
later sold its interest to the remaining three congregations. 

Organizations are: Ladies’ Aid, organized Dec. 11, 1900, dis- 
banded many years ago; Home Dept. organized July 5, 1933, re- 
sponsible for robing the choir in 1934, placing new altar covers and 
presenting a robe to the Rev. Dr. Bond, later disbanded; Women’s 
Missionary Society (ULCW) organized Nov. 12, 1946; Luther 
League, organized Dec. 13, 1951; S. S. organized when church was 
built; DVBS, organized in 1954. 

Important anniversaries were the 25th of the pastorate of the 
Rev. William F. Bond, D.D., on Aug. 17, 1930; 50th anniversary 
of the laying of the cornerstone, Sept. 16, 1951. 

John D. Grim was a Bible class teacher for many years as well 
as treasurer and councilman. 

Pastors who served are: the Revs. E. H. M. Sell 1859-1863; 
Alfred D. Croll 1864-1867; Simon R. Boyer 1868-1873; David K. 
Humbert 1873-1903; Henry W. Warmkessel, asst. to Pastor Hum- 
bert; John W. Early (supply) 1903-1904; William F. Bond, D.D. 
1904-1944; Clarence E. Keiser, Ph.D. (supply) 1944-1945; Wil- 
son Hartzel 1945-1953; Charles T. Herman 1953 to present. 

1958 councilmen were: William Grim, Walter Hilbert, Clifford 
Youse, Carl Kunkle, Melvin Moyer, Chester Haring, Earl Sunday, 
Cyrus Oswald. 

Baptized membership is 373, confirmed 311, communing 200, 
S. S. enrollment 165, valuation of property $82,500, indebtedness 
$1600, current and benevolence budget $7986. 
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Trinity, Gouglersville 


Trinity Church is an outgrowth of a Sunday School organized 
in 1846 by John Gougler, a faithful Lutheran of the community. It 
was largely through the efforts of Mr. Gougler that a church was 
organized. The first church building, known as the Wyomissing Union 
Church of Gouglersville, was dedicated Nov. 17, 1850. Lutheran 
and Reformed congregations worshipped on alternate Sundays. The 
building was of red sandstone and erected on land donated by Samuel 
Schlabach, under the direction of the building committee consisting 
of John Gougler, Adam Grill, Cornelius Richwein and Joseph 
Schonour. There were 11 communing members. 

In 1884 it was decided to erect a new building. The building 
committee was Joseph Schonour, Samuel Hornberger, John Moyer, 
Franklin Schnader and Richard Hornberger. The building was dedi- 
cated Jan. 2, 1887. 

By mutual consent, the congregations separated in 1908. The 
Lutheran congregation now worshipped each Sunday in the chapel 
building they had received as part of their share in the division of 
property. Mar. 7, 1909, the name was changed to Trinity Evangel- 
ical Lutheran Church of Gouglersville. 

Ground was broken Mar. 19, 1917, for a new building on the 
site of the chapel; cornerstone was laid June 10, 1917; and the build- 
ing dedicated July 21, 1918. The church is of Hummelstown sand- 
stone with art glass windows, large pulpit recess and two anterooms. 
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Cost was $25,000 exclusive of much voluntary labor. 

A two-manual Moller pipe organ was installed in 1928. The 
walls and woodwork were refinished in 1935. Part of the basement 
was prepared for S.S. classes in 1941 and the rest in 1949. 

The congregation was incorporated Nov. 5, 1917. The council- 
men at that time were: Pierce Schonour, Elias S. Angstadt, John R. 
White, William P. Stoner, Joseph R. Matz, Jacob S. Leid and Leroy 
Schonour. 

The congregation celebrated its 100th anniversary in April 
1950. 

Trinity was a member of a three church parish until 1948 when 
it became a two church parish. Jan. 1, 1956, it became a single parish 
with a full-time pastor. A beautiful parsonage, built in 1949, came 
into full possession of the congregation with this new status. 

Two sons of the congregation, the Rev. Warren S. Harding and 
the Rev. Marvin L. Harding, brothers, are actively serving congre- 
gations of the ULC. 

The following pastors have served: the Revs. Reuben Wagner 
1850-1854; Benjamin D. Zweizig 1860-1867; David K. Humbert 
1867-1872; Zenas H. Gabel 1873-1909; Charles G. Heffner 1910- 
1947; Luther H. Wilson 1948-1949; Alton F. Hoffman 1949-1952; 
Edward Treichel 1953-1955; Nevin Gearhart 1956 to present. 

1958 church councilmen were: Alfred Styer, Martin Tobias, 
Elwood Lash, Charles Quell, Chester Boothroyd, Carlyle Zaun, Earl 
Fitterling, John Dobson, Richard Kessler and Lester Moyer. 

Baptized membership is 606, confirmed 399, communing 354, 
S.S. enrollment 194, property valuation $122,500, indebtedness 
$10,500, current and benevolence budget $12,000. 


Trinity, Kutztown 


Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church of Kutztown was organ- 
ized May 27, 1876, but the beginnings of the congregation are prior 
to this date. A separate Lutheran Sunday School was organized as 
early as April 24, 1868, by members of St. John’s Church. A lot at 
Main and Baldy Sts. was purchased and a chapel erected in 1875. 150 
members of St. John’s Church became the nucleus of Trinity. The 
Rev. Dr. George F. Spieker, pastor of St. John’s since 1867 resigned 
to become the first pastor. The first council included: Richard Miller, 
John H. Humbert, J. P. Daniel Hinterleiter, Sr., Jacob R. Heffner, 
Daniel K. Sprenger, Samuel Wiltrout, Clinton Bieber, Eugene D. 
Bieber, Isaac F. Christ, Daniel Yaxtheimer, Jacob Hinterleiter and 
Peter Krause. 

On the occasion of the tenth anniversary the pastor, the Rev. 
William A. C. Mueller wrote, “A simple grain of seed put into the 
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ground by loving hands, the movement to establish a Lutheran 
church at Kutztown, which should be free to do its own appointed 
work untrammeled from without, has under the fostering care of 
God’s hand prospered.” At that time German communion service 
was in use and evening services were in English. At the 1885 Easter 
communion 180 received the Lord’s Supper. During the first ten 
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years 338 members were received and communing membership 
was 269. 

In 1889 a building fund was started. Cornerstone was laid June 
19, 1892. June 3, 1894, the church was dedicated practically free 
of debt. Building committee consisted of Charles W. Miller, Walter 
B. Bieber, William G. Hinterleiter, Charles D. Herman. 

25th anniversary was observed June 8, 1902, with the Rev. 
Dr. George F. Spieker preaching in the morning, the Revs. J. J. 
Cressman and Dr. C. C. Boyer in the afternoon and the Rev. F. J. F. 
Schantz, in the evening. 

Congregation was incorporated Sept. 3, 1907. In 1915 an addi- 
tion was built to the chapel and the parish house completed. Dedica- 
tion was held July 18, 1915, with the following officiating: the Revs. 
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Robert B. Lynch, M. L. Zweizig, Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher and J. W. 
Bittner. 

Rededication services were held Mar. 13, 1932, for the follow- 
ing: four-manual Moller organ, renovation of interior, clergy seats, 
choir stalls, reredos and gradine, credence shelf, two hymn boards, 
candlesticks, altar cross, two vases, missal stand, pulpit, cathedral 
lamps, fair cloth and silencer, Bible and communion set. The Rev. 
Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher, pres. of the Min. preached the dedication 
sermon; in the evening the Revs. William S. Dry and William H. Kline 
officiated; on Tuesday evening of that week, the Rev. Paul F. Spieker 
and the Rev. Gomer Rees; on Thursday, the Rev. Carl H. Miller. 

Services commemorating the 60th anniversary were held May 
3, 1936, with the Rev. Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher preaching in the morn- 
ing and the Rev. George Kercher in the evening. 

June 16, 1946, the 70th anniversary was observed with the 
following speakers: Quinton D. Herman, S. S. Supt. 1914-1946, the 
Hon. Frederick A. Marx, the Rev. Dr. Emil E. Fischer, pres. Min. 
of Penna., the Rev. Mark K. Trexler, pres. of the Reading Conf. and 
Dr. Clarence C. Stoughton, sec. Stewardship of the ULCA. 


On the night of Aug. 18, 1948, in the midst of a severe storm, 
lightning struck the church tower damaging the walls of the tower 
and church roof. The steeple was removed, the stone tower recon- 
structed and the entire exterior renovated at a cost of $23,862. Other 
improvements included: installation of heating system, construction 
of fire escape, enclosure of inside stairway, three fire-proof doors, 
new lighting equipment in church and parish house, hardwood floors 
in parish house, repainting interior of church and parish house, re- 
pairs to windows and renovations of parish house basement. Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Esser donated $5000 for laying of carpet in chancel 
and aisles. The following were also donated: alms basin, white altar 
paraments, green altar paraments, and hearing aid system. The 75th 
anniversary and rededication services were held May 6, 13 and 20, 
1951. The Rev. Dr. Theodore K. Finck preached May 6, the Rev. 
Charles F. Brobst, May 13 and the Rev. Charles E. Keim, May 20. 

A lot was purchased on Pennsylvania Ave. and a new parson- 
age costing $30,000 was dedicated Oct. 3, 1954. 


In 1958 a large lot to the rear of the parish house was pur- 
chased for parking. Walls of the church and parish house were 
cleaned and pews in the nave were refinished. 

Trinity has been served by seven pastors: the Revs. Dr. George 
F. Spieker 1876-1883; William A. C. Mueller 1884-1890; Dr. Syd- 
ney L. Harkey 1891-1901; Dr. Ernest P. Pfatteicher 1902-1903; 
Robert B. Lynch 1903-1933; Dr. Charles F. Brobst 1933-1937; 
Carlton L. Heckman, S.T.M. 1937 to present. 
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Organizations include Ladies’ Aid Society organized 1887 with 
46 members, now numbers 100; ULCW organized 1925 with 10 
members, now numbers 48; ULCM organized 1933 with 20 mem- 
bers, now numbers 25; Senior Luther League organized 1936 with 
6 members, now numbers 16; Intermediate Luther League organized 
1954 with 20 members, now numbers 36; Lutheran Student Asso- 
ciation of America organized 1933 with 10 members, now num- 
bers 100. 

The S.S. was organized April 24, 1868, with 85 members, now 
numbers 350. Superintendents have been Eugene Bieber, Walter 
Bieber, Quinton Herman, Ira C. R. Guldin and Samuel P. Smith. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Revs. Irwin W. Bieber, 1871, 
William J. Bieber, 1881, William W. Kramlich, 1891, George A. 
Kercher, 1896, and Carl H. Miller, 1919. 

Trinity has an endowment fund of $13,000 given by Ella Kram- 
lich, Sophia Kramlich, John Gonser, John Schwoyer, Mrs. Ellen 
Schwoyer Kutz, Mrs. William Schoedler. 

Outstanding personalities include: the Rev. Dr. Charles C. 
Boyer, vice-princ. Keystone State Normal School, teacher of Bible 
Class for many years; the Rev. Dr. George Smith Kressley, teacher 
of languages in Keystone State Normal School and Allentown High 
School, sec. of Benevolence Min. of Penna., teacher of Bible Class 
at Trinity; Dr. Charles H. Esser, mem. Board of Trustees Muhlen- 
berg College for 25 years, pres. Lutheran Laymen’s Movement for 
Stewardship 1949-1951, honorary Litt.D. Muhlenberg College 1956, 
delegate ULC conventions, Board of Home Missions Min. of Penna. 
Kutztown District 1959; Ira C. R. Guldin, supt. S.S. 1945-1956, 
pres. Brotherhood of Reading Conf. 1939-1946, treas. Brotherhood 
ULC 1942-1946, mem. Board of Inner Missions of Min. of Penna. 
1953-1957. 

1958 church council included: Dr. Charles H. Esser, Brooke H. 
Schlegel, Reuben D. Leibensperger, William E. Yoder, James Hale, 
L. Merlin Stauffer, George Y. Brubaker, Orville Hauck, Ira C. R. 
Guldin, Robert Stitzel, Edward Kistler, William Geisler. 

Baptized membership is 776, confirmed 582, communing 455, 
S.S. enrollment 301, valuation of property $442,600, indebtedness 
$9,000, total current and benevolence budget $32,036. 
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Trinity, Leesport 


The union church building where Trinity worships is located 
on Center Ave. in Leesport. The present building is the second 
church edifice erected by the Lutheran and Reformed congregations. 

Feb. 15, 1867, Lutherans and Reformeds of Leesport and 
vicinity assembled in the Leesport schoolhouse to organize for the 
building of a church. Dr. Jeremiah Levan was elected pres. and 
I. M. Rahn, sec. Adam H. Gernant donated the land. By Mar. 
11, 1867, subscriptions totaling $4517 had been collected and a 
50 by 76 foot brick two-story structure costing $10,000 was begun. 
July 21, 1867, the cornerstone was laid with the following officiating: 
the Revs. S. S. Klein, E. Bausman, J. Seip and L. D. Leberman. 
Building committee consisted of Adam H. Gernant, John V. Epler, 
M.D., and Jacob Freeman from the Reformeds; Tobias Clauser 
and Reuben Wanner from the Lutherans; John Spayd was master 
carpenter and Adam Berger master mason. 

The Trinity German Reformed and Evangelical Lutheran 
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Church of Leesport was incorporated Nov. 7, 1867. Each con- 
gregation was granted the right to choose their own pastor and 
church officers and to manage their own congregational affairs. Ar- 
ticles of incorporation were signed by A. J. Dundore, M.D., D. E. 
Edleman, Jacob S. Graeff, Charles Hains, Charles Ketner, J. E. 
Levan, M.D., I. M. Rahn, Jacob Saul, John Shadle, and Paul D. 
Stoudt. The bylaws were adopted Mar. 9, 1868. 

The pastorate of the Rev. Benjamin D. Zweizig dates from 
July 5, 1868, and it is probable that services in the first floor por- 
tion of the church were started at that time. The main floor with 
its furnishings was finished Jan. 15, 1872. About 5 a.m. on Christ- 
mas of that same year, fire was discovered in the church. Nothing 
was saved and the loss was estimated at $20,000 partly covered by 
insurance. The cause of the fire is unknown. 

The new chapel was completed Mar. 25, 1874. The building 
committee was S. M. Lenhart, John Haines, J. V. Epler, M.D., and 
Reuben Wanner. Services were conducted in the chapel until 1881 
when the main building was completed. The pipe organ was pur- 
chased some years later and located in the balcony. About 1900 an 
enclosed balcony was built in the rear of the chapel for the Primary 
Dept. In 1920 the pipe organ was relocated and new pulpit, electric 
lights, steam heat and stained glass windows installed. In 1939 the 
interior was resurfaced with plasterboard. In 1951 the old benches 
of the chapel were replaced by individual chairs, floor covered with 
tile and ceilings and walls refinished. In 1952 a new organ and 
chimes were dedicated. 

In 1956 a building committee, composed of Leon L. Riegel, 
James Spade, James Heffleger and Kenneth Miller, authorized con- 
struction of an annex costing $80,000 and containing four large and 
three small classrooms, office, fellowship hall, kitchen and rest room. 
Renovations to the church included new heating system, repainting 
the interior and adding of a lavatory. The chapel was replastered 
and new lighting installed. 

In 1949 Trinity and other congregations of the Leesport Luth- 
eran Parish, Good Shepherd and St. John’s (Gernants), purchased 
a parsonage at 230 Main St., Leesport. In 1956 Trinity entered the 
Bern-Leesport Parish after the Leesport Parish was dissolved. 


Pastors have been: the Revs. Benjamin D. Zweizig 1868-1903; 
George S. Seaman 1904-1914; Elbert E. Landis 1914-1925; Karl 
L. Reisner 1926-1949; Charles H. Ruloff 1950-1955; A. C. Schenck 
(stated supply) 1955-1957; Paul S. Fisher 1957 to present. 


Trinity Union Sunday School was formed Mar. 1, 1868, as a 
union of two earlier Sunday Schools of the community—the German 
S.S. of West Leesport, organized in 1863, and the Leesport S.S., or- 
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ganized in 1845. Superintendents have been I. M. Rahn, 30 years: 
C. Edward Spayd, 25 years; Otis Rothenberger, 37 years; and 
Harold K. Wilson, present supt. 

A Missionary Society was founded, with an attendance of 38, 
July 24, 1887. Both men and women attended the meetings. In 1919 
this society was reorganized and became the Women’s Missionary 
Society. The ULCW presently numbers 20. The Luther League or- 
ganized in 1956 numbers 11. 

1958 councilmen were: George Bond, John Bond, William H. 
Davis, Jr., Leon Degler, Sr., Clarence Kauffman, Harry F. Kauf- 
man, John R. Mengel, Kenneth G. Miller, Roy W. Noll, Wayne 
Strause, Carl E. Trout, LeRoy Wenrich. 

Baptized membership is 298, confirmed 207, communing 166, 
S.S. enrollment (Union) 302 (Lutheran 118), valuation of property 
(Union) $200,000, parsonage $4500, indebtedness (Union) $38,000, 
1958 current budget $4520, benevolence $1479. 


Trinity, Reading 


Trinity Church came into being with the founding of the town 
of Reading. The town was laid out formally by the agents of Rich- 
ard and Thomas Penn, sons of William Penn, in 1748. The pre- 
cise date of the organization of Trinity is not known as no records 
were kept until 1751 when the Rev. D. Schmacker began a brief 
pastorate. The first pastor of record was the Rev. Tobias Wagner. 
That the congregation was organized before this time is attested by 
the record of a congregational meeting Epiphany Day, 1752, when 
trustees were re-elected. 

The ground on which Trinity Church stands was conveyed to 
the congregation by a deed executed through the good offices of 
Conrad Weiser, a trustee of the congregation, in 1752. The first 
church building was erected in 1752, constructed of logs with gal- 
leries on three sides. It was situated facing Washington St. and was 
dedicated Trinity Sunday, June 17, 1753, and received the name, 
“The Holy Trinity Church”. Conrad Weiser composed a 13 stanza 
hymn for the occasion. Patriarch Henry Melchior Muhlenberg vis- 
ited Trinity Oct. 15, 1752, officiating at a communion service and 
baptizing children. 

The teaching of children was a part of the church program 
and a parochial school met under the guidance of the organist-school- 
master. In 1759, having outgrown the facilities of the church build- 
ing, a large school building was erected opposite the church. The 
school continued its activity until 1861. 

Brief pastorates were the rule in the early days of Trinity and 
vacancies sometimes exceeded the pastorates in length. The eight- 
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eenth century pastors of Trinity were Tobias Wagner, Henry Ga- 
briel Wordman, Daniel Schumacher, Bernhard Michael Hausihl, 
John Andrew Krug, Philip J. Grotz, Henry Moeller, Daniel Lehman 
and Charles Frederick Wildbahn. 

The last of these pastorates began in 1782 and became a period 
of vigorous growth. During this period the present structure was 
erected. The congregation employed John Cunnius as carpenter and 


TRINITY, READING 


John Strohecker as stone mason. The work was begun in 1791 and 
completed for a Trinity Sunday dedication in 1793. When all the 
accounts were settled the cost of erection totaled $7028. 

Shortly after the beginning of the nineteenth century the long 
pastorate of Henry Augustus Muhlenberg began. Grandson of the 
patriarch, Dr. Muhlenberg was the youngest pastor ever to serve 
Trinity, beginning his services at the age of 21. He resigned in 1829 
to accept election to Congress and continued as a devoted layman 
of the congregation. He later served as ambassador to Austria and 
at his death was a candidate for governor of Pennsylvania. 
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Under the pastorate of the Rev. Jacob Miller, an elegant steeple 
was erected in 1833. The steeple stood for an exact century, being 
destroyed by a windstorm in 1933. 

Until this time, worship in Trinity had been conducted in the 
German language. St. Matthew’s Church had been organized in 
1842 by the East Penna. Synod to serve the English speaking 
Lutherans. In 1851 St. James Church was organized when the 
Rev. F.A.M. Keller, who had been the English assistant at Trinity, 
withdrew to form the new congregation. A decade later the Rev. 
J. J. Kuendig, who had been a German assistant pastor, withdrew 
with his adherents to form St. John’s Church. From that time Eng- 
lish was the language of the services in Trinity. 

Brief pastorates filled the center portion of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. Under Dr. John W. Richards the first missionary societies were 
formed and the church building was rebuilt in its present form with 
the sanctuary on the second level. The Revs. John N. Hoffman, 
Franklin J. F. Schantz and Cyrus Rightmyer preceded the longest 
pastorate, that of the Rev. Dr. Jacob Fry. 

A whole new era of life in Trinity opened with the coming of 
Dr. Fry. This was the time when the city of Reading grew more 
rapidly than any other time of her life. The keynote of this ministry 
was Home Missions with the development, through branch Sunday 
Schools, of Grace, St. Luke’s, St. Mark’s, Faith, Hope and Peace 
Churches. 

A chapel, to house Church School activities, was built and dedi- 
cated May 5, 1873. Dr. Fry organized a Beneficial Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood for the care of the sick of the congregation and to provide 
death benefits for widows. The Women’s Missionary Society and a 
youth organization were fruits of this ministry. 

It was during this period that Trinity began to be known for 
the outstanding musical program she has been known for ever since. 
With the coming of William Benbow as organist in 1882, a musical 
dynasty was begun which is still in existence. Upon his retirement 
he was succeeded by his pupil, Henry F. Seibert, who in turn, was 
succeeded by his pupil, Carroll W. Hartline, the present organist 
and choirmaster who has served the past 36 years. 

In honor of the 100th anniversary of the building of the church, 
the present chapel was erected in 1893 under the guidance of Dr. 
Fry, who was then preparing to leave Trinity to accept appointment 
as a professor at the Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. 

Dr. Edward Traill Horn was the immediate successor of Dr. Fry 
and continued the development of home mission projects with 
Bethany, West Reading, and later Holy Spirit, Reading, as the ob- 
jectives. Dr. Horn developed to a great degree the liturgical wor- 
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ship of the congregation and was a devotee of the Foreign Mission 
program of the church. He left Trinity to become Professor of Mis- 
sions at the Philadelphia Seminary. It was during his pastorate that 
the Endowment Fund was established with a primary goal of $20,000. 
At the present time the Endowment Fund, together with other in- 
vested funds, totals over $500,000. 


From 1911 to 1918 Trinity was led by Dr. J. C. Seegers and 
Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn. Dr. Seegers resigned after three years to take 
a chair at Southern Seminary and Dr. Melhorn returned to Incarna- 
tion Church, Philadelphia, where he had served before coming to 
Reading. During this period the work of Inner Missions received its 
beginning in Reading. 

Dr. Ernst P. Pfatteicher became pastor of Trinity in 1918 and 
a program of closer knit organization was inaugurated. During his 
pastorate, a parish worker and an office secretary were added to 
the church staff. He remained until the Min. of Penna. elected 
him president in 1926. 

Dr. Hermann F. Miller came to Trinity from Buffalo, New York, 
and the present parsonage at 1500 Union St. was purchased. Thus 
the parsonage at Washington and Church Sts. was turned into a 
parish house. It is used for the church offices, meeting rooms, work 
rooms for service organizations, two church school departments, and 
a recreation room for the youth of the parish. 


The present pastorate, that of the Rev. Dr. Gunnar Knudsen, 
began in 1943 during the closing days of World War II. During this 
period the congregation celebrated its 200th anniversary. The occa- 
sion was marked by a complete renovation of all the church build- 
ings at a cost of over $100,000. A carillon of ten bells has been 
placed in the church tower and plans are now in process for the 
rebuilding of the chapel into a two-story education building, the 
erection of a small chapel on the first level of the church, the in- 
stallation of elevator service and the erection of a steeple. The 
work is planned for completion at the time of the 210th anniver- 
sary in 1961. 

The church staff includes: Mrs. Richard C. Miller, parish secre- 
tary; Sister Ernestine Wrba, deaconess; Carroll W. Hartline, organist 
and choirmaster; Mr. and Mrs. Ernst Schmid, custodians; Robert M. 
Tyack, treasurer; Mrs. Robert Kirkhoff, Mrs. Claire T. Hardy, Lester 
W. Shoemaker, Mervin J. Wertz, quartet. 


Sons who have entered the ministry are: Peter Filbert, John 
William Richards, Edwin Francis Keever, Charles L. Fry, Robert 
D. Roeder, Franklin F. Fry, H. Branson Richards, William M. Horn, 
Edward T. Horn, Jr., Henry J. Pflum, Jr., Luther A. Krouse, Elmer 
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E. Zieber, Frederic H. Eidam, Walter R. Krouse, Hermann B. Mil- 
ler, John N. Ritter, George N. Fehr, Jr. 

Present vestry includes: Dr. Benjamin F. Souders, Dr. Edwin 
R. Mohler, Frank L. Kurtz, Edward L. Seasholtz, Augustus S. Wertz, 
Richard T. Williamson, Esq., Ralph I. Williams, I. Carroll Regar, 
Oliver, F. Smith, Jr., Daniel H. Huyett, Esq., Wayne L. Miller, 
Allison D. Fisher, William J. Kerschner, Sr., Daniel W. Weidner, 
John D. Hardy. 

Baptized membership is 2605, confirmed 1621, communing 
1354, S.S. enrollment 517, valuation of property $991,000, endow- 
ment fund $576,000, current budget $43,881, benevolence budget 
boon OU: 

Trinity, Rehrersburg 

Trinity Union Church is located in the town of Rehrersburg on 
the road leading to Strausstown. Prior to 1847 there was only one 
church in Rehrersburg. The Reformed people worshipped at Bethel, 
Host and Strausstown. About this time the Rev. Isaac Miesse began 
to hold Reformed services in Altalaha Lutheran Church, Rehrers- 
burg. There was also an effort to turn the Lutheran Church into a 
union church. At once a division sprang up among the Lutherans. 
Finally the Rev. Miesse and his followers were entirely excluded from 
the church. The facts are not at hand as to who was to blame for 
the factional trouble. 

In 1847 the Reformed people with some Lutherans decided to 
build a new union church. A site was secured in the northern part 
of the town and the following building committee was appointed: 
Lutheran, Henry Manbeck, Samuel Miller, Jacob Riehl, Christian 
Holzman; Reformed, George Berger, Benjamin Kline, Benjamin 
Klahr, John Gerhart. Cornerstone was laid May 23, 1847, and 
dedication took place Nov. 13-14, 1847. Licentiate T. T. Laeger 
preached the sermon. The Rev. Isaac Miesse, the Rev. George 
Minnig and J. M. Deitzler assisted in the service. At the same time the 
Revs. Iaeger and Miesse were installed as pastors. One of the 
peculiar things seems to be that inasmuch as the Rev. Miesse was the 
only Reformed minister present, the Rev. Minnig, a Lutheran pas- 
tor, must have installed him. It also seems strange that the Rev. 
T. T. Iaeger, who was only licensed and not ordained, should have 
been installed as pastor before his ordination. 

The first church council was: Lutheran, Adam Manbeck, John 
Bechtel, Joseph Manbeck and Henry Maidenford; Reformed, Daniel 
Kline, George Stoudt, Godfrey Bordner and Peter Aulenbach. 

A Kantner pipe organ was placed in the church in 1859. The 
Sunday School was organized June 13, 1886, with 125 members. 
In 1897 the semicentennial of the building of the church was cele- 
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brated with sermons by the Revs. Schantz and Brendel. There was 
also a reunion of the Lutheran and Reformed catechetical classes 
at this time. 

In 1912 the church was entirely remodeled at a cost of $6000. 
A second floor was built thus providing a basement for S.S. purposes. 
Galleries were torn out, leaded opalescent glass windows, pulpit and 
new pews were installed. The walls were papered and floor carpeted 
and pipe organ placed in front of the church. Rededication services 
were held May 25, 1913, with the following participating: The Revs. 
D, D. Trexler, D: K. Laudenslager, E. S: Leinbach; WaS3Dry7@ar 
Pflueger, E. S. Brownmiller, Amandus Leiby, C. M. Rissinger, David 
U. Wolff, and H. J. Welker. 

A Union Mite Society was organized in 1886. During the years 
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it purchased land for burial and aided in remodeling the church in 
1912. In 1941 it disbanded and was reorganized in 1947. 
The 100th anniversary was observed in 1947 with special serv- 
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ices. In 1957 the church was renovated at a cost of $7000. The in- 
terior was painted, floors and pews refinished, new lighting installed, 
new carpet laid, choir loft constructed, new altar, vestibules and 
stairs covered in inlaid linoleum. Rededication services were held 
Whitsunday, 1957, with the following participating: the Revs. Dr. 
Paul T. Slinghoff, Charles H. Ruloff, Dr. George Ehrgood and AI- 
fred H. Erb. Also during 1957 an Allen electric organ costing $4000 
replaced the old one. During 1958 outside concrete walks were laid 
and shrubbery added. Present plans include macadamizing the park- 
ing lot. 

Lutheran pastors have been: the Revs. T. T. Iaeger 1847-1855; 
J. C. Schmidt 1855-1856; Charles Reese 1856-1858; H. Grahn, D.D. 
1858-1861; Joel Grim 1861-1866; Thomas Steck 1866-1868; D. D. 
Trexler 1868-1913; Ira W. Klick 1914-1927; Wirt A. Dries, D.D. 
1927-1947; Donald H. Heist 1947-1948; Alfred H. Erb 1949-Jan. 
14, 1959. 

In 1958 church councilmen were: Miles Bashore, John R. Gas- 
sert, Gilbert Gassert, Charles Schenck, Earl F. Long, James C. Val- 
entine and Merle H. Bowser. 

Baptized membership is 138, confirmed 81, communing 67, S.S. 
enrollment 154, valuation of property $45,400, no indebtedness, 
current and benevolence budget $811. 


Trinity, Robesonia 


The Robesonia Chapel was built in 1869 by Ferguson, White 
and Company, owners of The Robesonia Iron Company. It was used 
for religious services by various groups including Presbyterians, Ger- 
man Baptists, Episcopalians, Reformeds and Lutherans. The Rev. W. 
W. Kramlich, pastor of the Womelsdorf Parish, conducted services 
occasionally for the Lutheran group. 

In 1904 St. Paul’s Reformed Church was built in Robesonia 
and that brought about resolutions organizing the Lutheran group 
under the sponsorship and supervision of St. Daniel’s Lutheran con- 
gregation. The Rev. O. E. Pflueger, who was serving the Womels- 
dorf Parish beginning in 1902, preached at the chapel for the Luth- 
eran group on alternate Sunday evenings. 

In Oct. 1905, the Willing Workers were organized by Mrs. 
S. E. Keiser, Mrs. A. A. Bair, Mrs. H. W. Sheeler, Mrs. Thomas 
Fiibert, Miss Ella Brown, Miss Lizzie Brown, Mrs. Aaron Wenrich, 
Mrs. Amelia Reed and Mrs. Jonathan Neff. The Workers func- 
tioned in behalf of the Lutheran group worshipping in the chapel, 
and supported it in every possible way. In Oct. 1908, they pur- 
chased a lot of ground at the corner of Church St. and Penn Ave. 
for the sum of $1165 with the hope of building a church on the site 
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at some future date. In 1909 a frame structure about 30 by 50 feet, 
known as the Lutheran Hall, was built on the lot and was used for 
meetings and social functions by members of the Lutheran group 
and also by other organizations of the town. 

In 1914 the Rev. Harvey S. Kidd became pastor of the Womels- 
dorf Parish after the death of Pastor Pflueger. July 13, 1917, St. 
Daniel’s congregation withdrew their support from the Robesonia 
Lutheran group and at the close of the service in the chapel on 
July 13, a meeting was called to make plans for the future of this 
group. Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Keiser, members of Christ Church in 
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Stouchsburg, moved that a new congregation be organized and the 
motion was seconded by Mrs. A. A. Bair of Palm Church in Palmyra. 
Prof. E. Willis Minnich of the North Heidelberg Church was super- 
intendent of a flourishing S.S. conducted in the chapel. A committee 
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consisting of H. W. Sheeler, Pastor Kidd, Lloyd Minnich, Thomas 
Filbert and S. E. Keiser was appointed to write a constitution and 
bylaws as well as to select a name for the new congregation. 


The name agreed upon was Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Con- 
gregation of Robesonia, Pennsylvania. A constitution was adopted 
and the Rev. Kidd was elected pastor. Officers were elected and a 
committee appointed to arrange for the use of the Robesonia Chapel 
as a place of worship. After discussion, the chapel was purchased 
from the Robesonia Iron Company for $2500. H. W. Sheeler, Charles 
Minnich and Thomas Filbert were appointed a committee to procure 
a cornerstone. The stone was laid Dec. 1917, and the building be- 
came known as Trinity Lutheran Church. In Jan. 1919, the group 
petitioned for a charter and the document was signed by: Thomas 
Filbert, John Bricker, Morris Long, P. J. Helm, Herbert Schell, 
Lloyd Minnich, H. W. Sheeler, Owen Hughes, Nelson Brossman, 
William Miller, Harry Moyer, Allen Moyer, E. Willis Minnich, Clar- 
ence Wolfe, Ray Sheeler, Daniel Stump, Frank Bricker, James Fid- 
ler, Charles Spangler, Lewis Unger, Charles Long, Henry Swift, S. E. 
Keiser, Oscar Gromis, Benjamin Gromis, the Rev. Harvey S. Kidd. 

The charter was granted in 1920 and the first church council, 
elected in Jan. 1922, included: Herbert Schell, William R. Miller, 
Clarence Wolfe, Allen N. Moyer, Oscar Gromis, Franklin Bricker, 
Harry F. Moyer, Daniel Stump, Charles Spangler, James Fidler. 


The first group to organize was the Volunteer Class on July 25, 
1923. The Loyal Sons Bible Class was organized in Nov. of the same 
year and in Jan. 1924, the younger women organized the True Blue 
Bible Class. 

The Rev. Harry P. Miller became the pastor of the Womels- 
dorf Parish, May 9, 1926. He was very active in Inner and Home 
Missions of the Conference and Synod and it was during his pas- 
torate that Lenten Services were introduced into the Robesonia 
church. The choir was robed for the first time on Good Friday 1927. 
A Luther League as well as a Junior League were organized in 1927. 

The Rev. Harold F. Minnich, a son of Trinity, was ordained 
into the Lutheran ministry in 1936. A Hammond organ was pur- 
chased and dedicated in Jan. 1936. In 1937 as part of the 20th 
anniversary celebration, a set of 25 chimes was installed and 
dedicated. 

Trinity congregation suffered a great loss in the death of H. W. 
Sheeler in Jan. 1939. He served as S.S. superintendent for 25 years 
and had been choir director and tenor soloist for the same length of 
time. The passing of Pastor Miller in Dec. of that year left the con- 
gregation without the consecrated leadership he had furnished for 
13 years. 
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The Rev. Elmer L. Leisey was installed as the new pastor 
April 28, 1940. Much progress was made during his pastorate, lead- 
ing to the complete renovation of the church and the building of a 
Christian education unit in 1956-57. The building was dedicated in 
Oct. 1957, with appropriate services. Dr. Leisey terminated his pas- 
torate, June 30, 1957. St. Daniel’s and Trinity had withdrawn from 
the Womelsdorf Parish in 1943 and together formed the Robesonia 
Lutheran Parish. With the retirement of Pastor Leisey, these two 
congregations dissolved the parish and each called their own pastor. 

The Rev. Paul J. Henry became the first full-time pastor of 
Trinity congregation on Nov. 15, 1957, and now resides in the par- 
sonage at 105 East Penn Ave. St. Daniel’s half interest in this par- 
sonage was purchased by Trinity in the fall of 1957. 

Organizations serving Trinity include: Senior and Chapel Choirs, 
True Blue Class, Loyal Sons Bible Class, Mothers Bible Class, ULCW 
and Luther League. The church property is valued at $176,000 in- 
cluding church, educational unit and parsonage. The Lutheran Hall 
was sold to the borough for use as a borough haH in 1958. Present in- 
debtedness is $27,000 which was reduced from $50,000 since Oct. 
IERIE. 

Present officers and church council include: Dr. Norton Behney, 
George Fischer, Warren Watson, Clarence Sprecher, Luke Fisher, 
Melvin Ruth, George Werner, Edward Broughall, Norman Klopp, 
Charles Gruber, Kenneth Long, Guy Strawser, William Holzman, 
Harold Mountz, Ernest Frank, Sr. 

Baptized membership is 589; confirmed 426; communing 342. 


Trinity, Topton 

Between the years of 1865 and 1868, a group of men organ- 
ized a Sunday School holding meetings on the second floor of the 
C.A.K. Grim leather store on Main St. These men, Peter Diener, 
John Miller, Henry Baer and Benjamin Baer, then moved the S.S. 
to the school building at the corner of Weiss and Pump Sts. The 
next move was into a frame school building located east of the 
present school on Franklin St. The Longswamp School District Board 
complained that the members of the S.S. were interfering with books 
of the school children. This prompted the town to build a school 
building, known as the Excelsior Subscription School in 1869, but 
no school was ever held in it and it was used for S.S. and later for 
church services. 

The church was organized Oct. 29, 1871, as St. Peter’s Union 
Church with the Rev. B. E. Kramlich serving as Lutheran pastor 
until 1900. The constitution was signed by the following Mar. 9, 
1872: Daniel Hinterleiter, Benjamin Weiser, Michael H. Miller, 
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Joshua Hinterleiter, Jonathan Sanders, Daniel Bailey, Charles D. 
Trexler, C. Allen Leibensperger. The first communion, given to 18 
members, was celebrated May 26, 1872. The first catechumens 
(three in number) were confirmed Nov. 8, 1874. 

The Rev. A. C. Schenck was called in 1900 and served until 
1902. Feb. 28, 1901, a Young People’s Society was organized and 
it joined the District Luther League in Nov. 1901. 


TRINITY, TOPTON 


The Rev. Jonas O. Henry was called in 1902 and served the 
three church parish (St. Paul’s, Fleetwood, Christ, Dryville, and Trin- 
ity, Topton) until 1909. 

In 1909 the Rev. William H. Kline was called and served until 
his retirement in 1951. The congregation was incorporated April 1, 
1912, as “Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 

May 8, 1912, it was voted to buy a lot at the corner of Smith 
and Peach (now Home Ave.) Sts. Feb. 23, 1915, ground was broken 
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for the new church, the cornerstone laid June 13, 1915, and the 
church dedicated Sept. 24, 1916, at a cost of $18,000. Participants 
were: the Revs. Dr. J. A. W. Haas, Dr. Samuel G. Trexler, J. O. 
Henry, J. O. Schlenker. Church council at that time was: Martin S. 
Croll, Elmer A. Croll, William J. Fritz, Charles D. Trexler, Horace 
D. Fisher, Jacob Rohrbach, Benjamin E. Bieber, Charles H. Wisler, 
David H. Koch, William F. Rohrbach, Albert H. Smith, Charles D. 
Werley, M.D., Wilson K. Schott. 

The first choir was organized in 1914. Mrs. Lloyd J. Bieber 
was elected organist in 1916 and served until her resignation in 
1946. The first class of 21 catechumens in the new church was con- 
firmed April 17, 1916. 

In 1922 the 50th anniversary of the founding of the congre- 
gation was held with the sermons at the services delivered by Pastors 
A. C. Schenck, Robert B. Lynch, J. O. Henry and Seminarian Mark 
Keelrexicr 

June 5, 1924, the Rev. Mark K. Trexler was ordained at Salem 
Church, Bethlehem, the only son of the congregation in the ministry. 

Nov. 21, 1925, a new Tellers-Kent organ was dedicated at a 
cost of $4450. 

The 25th anniversary of the pastorate of the Rev. William H. 
Kline was marked Nov. 4, 1934, with the following participating: 
the Revs. A. C. Schenck, Mark K. Trexler, David F. Longacre, 
Dr. J. O. Henry, Dr. E. P. Pfatteicher. Services were also held in 
each of his parish churches commemorating this anniversary (Christ, 
Dryville, Oct. 21 and St. Paul’s, Fleetwood, Oct. 28.) 

The 30th anniversary of the pastorate of the Rev. William H. 
Kline was celebrated Oct. 22, 1939, at Christ Church, Dryville, with 
sermons by the Revs. Mark K. Trexler and M. LeRoy Wuchter. 


Mar. 15, 1942, two special services were held marking the 
renovation of the nave and Church School room at a cost of $954.50. 

Feb. 17, 1946, Mrs. Campbell A. J. Moatz started her duties 
as organist. She had organized a youth and chapel choir prior to 
this date. 


A special afternoon service was conducted Dec. 22, 1946, 
marking repairs to the pipe organ at a cost of $1375. The sermon 
was delivered by the Rev. Dr. George R. Seltzer, professor at the 
Philadelphia Seminary. 

May 11, 1947, the 75th anniversary of the founding of the 
congregation was celebrated with the Rev. Mark K. Trexler deliver- 
ing the sermon. The service plaque honoring veterans of World 
War II, donated by Raymond Werst, was unveiled. The first Pro 
Deo et Patria award given in this congregation was granted to Cur- 
vous P. Stauffer, Jr. The third certificate of progress issued by the 
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Parish and Church School Board of the ULC was awarded to Mrs. 
William H. Kline. Red paraments were donated by Mrs. Anna De- 
Long, Mrs. Woodrow Rothermel, Mrs. Allen Swartzentruber and 
Miss Myrl Sanders. 

In 1954 a new heating system was installed at a cost of $12,000. 
The installation of base board heating in the basement and zone 
heating in the nave and Church School was completed in 1955 at 
a cost of $2015. 

The pastorate of the Rev. Alton F. Hoffman began Aug. 1952 
and concluded in 1958. 

In 1955 a testimonial service was celebrated for Walter F. Ang- 
stadt for his faithful services as sexton, Church School supt., treas. 
of the church council and later an honorary member of church coun- 
cil. In 1956 a special service was conducted commemorating ten 
years of service for organist, Mrs. Bessie Moatz. 

At a special congregational meeting, Feb. 23, 1958, a vote 
was taken for division of the Topton-Dryville Parish; the voting of 
135 yeas and 4 nays was conducted by Alan W. Hawman, represent- 
ing the Synod. 

The parsonage at Smith and Home Ave., Topton, was purchased 
from the sister congregation (Christ, Dryville) at a cost of $6525. 
May 29, 1958. 

The Rev. Alton H. Wedde was installed as pastor Nov. 16, 
1958, with the Rev. John R. Henrich, serving as liturgist, the Rev. 
Rufus E. Kern, former stated supply pastor delivering the charge 
to the congregation and the Rev. Daniel F. Newhart, pres. of the 
Reading Conf. delivering the charge to the pastor. 

1958 councilmen were: Alfred Ayres, Willard Dellicker, J. Les- 
ter Eckert, Harold Epting, Brooke Gernert, Stanley Haas, Earl 
Schappell, Curvous Stauffer, Jr., Earl Trexler, Thomas Werst, Mar- 
tin Lantz, James Fenstermacher, Arthur Miller. 

Baptized membership is 977, confirmed 657, communing 355, 
Church School enrollment 407, valuation of property $175,000, 
current and benevolence budget $19,603. 


Trinity, Wernersville 


July 29, 1895, Dr. M. C. Horine and Dr. J. J. Kuendig, mem- 
bers of the mission committee of Conference held a meeting during 
which a provisional organization was effected. G. W. Wertz, T. C. 
Bricker, John Roether, M. E. Smeltzer and H. P. Flickinger were 
appointed a temporary board of officers to secure a place of wor- 
ship and to take charge of the congregation to be organized. Nov. 
10, 1895, the constitution recommended by Synod was adopted. 
Services at this time were held in the high school. 
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Oct. 6, 1896, ground was broken and cornerstone laid Nov. 15, 
1896. The building, 45 by 65 feet, was made of mountain stone. 
Dedication took place Aug. 22, 1897. The Rev. William A. Snyder 
was the first pastor and assumed office July 27, 1897, serving until 
Mar. 1, 1904. 

Mar. 20, 1904, Pastor J. W. Lazarus of St. John’s, Sinking 
Spring, was elected. He accepted the call upon the condition that 
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a new parish be formed uniting St. John’s, Sinking Spring, and 
Trinity, Wernersville. This was done at the spring meeting of Con- 
ference. Pastor Lazarus served until Oct. 19, 1941. He was followed 
by Pastor Clarence R. Schaffer who served from 1941 until 1952. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. Byron Somers who remained until 
Oct. 19, 1957. The Rev. Louis Ewald was installed June 15, 1958, 
and is the present pastor. 
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An educational unit was added to the church in 1953 and a new 
parsonage in 1955. Congregation was incorporated Mar. 15, 1955. 

Trinity has given one son to the ministry: the Rev. Paul P. 
Huyett, ordained in 1913. 

Organizations include a Luther League with 25 members, 
ULCW with 38 members and King’s Men with 26 members. 

Church council for 1958 included: Harold C. Aulenbach, Rob- 
ert Mull, Howard Glahn, Marion Wenrich, Clinton Clubb, Sylvan 
Colove, Roy Fritz, Anthony Bedanza, Hans Decker. 

Baptized membership is 813, confirmed 345, communing 315, 
S.S. enrollment 275, valuation of property $121,000, indebtedness 
$1700, current and benevolence budget $17,052. 


Zion (Spies), Alsace Township 


Zion (Spies) Church is well named—situated as it is atop a 
hill, suggesting the temple in Judaea; and having continued through 
two centuries, suggesting the endurance of the heavenly Zion, the 
city of our God. Although not officially organized until 1774, a 
crude log church stood on the site about 1757. Here pioneers as- 
sembled for worship at services conducted by itinerant preachers. In 
1774 a second log church was built upon the small tract of land, 
donated for the purpose, by Victorious Spiess, who in all probability 
considered the ground his own by “squatters’ rights”. Zion was a 
union church from the beginning. The first trustees were Victorious 
Spiess and Paul Feger. 

Itinerant pastors continued to serve until 1782, when the Rev. 
Charles Frederick Wildbahn was called as pastor of Trinity Church, 
Reading. Pastor Wildbahn served the country congregations in and 
about Reading on Sunday afternoons as he was able. Zion shared in 
this ministry. He served until 1796. From 1796 until 1801 the Rev. 
Daniel Lehman served Zion in the same manner from Reading. 

From 1803 until 1829 Zion shared with other rural congrega- 
tions the ministry of Trinity’s pastor, The Rev. Henry A. Muhlen- 
berg, grandson of the patriarch, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. Dur- 
ing his pastorate the little log church was replaced with a stone 
church, 60 feet in length and 45 feet in width, with galleries on 
three sides. Paul Bar, John Babb, George Spade, and Peter Knabb 
were trustees at the time. 

The Rev. Dr. Jacob Miller, 1829-1850, was the last of Trin- 
ity’s pastors to serve Zion. After his death Zion shared with Alsace, 
Gouglersville and Hinnerschitz Churches the ministry of the Rev. 
Reuben Schuler Wagner from 1850 until 1854. 

In the 74 years from 1855 until 1929 two men held the pas- 
torate at Zion: the Rev. Thomas T. Iaeger 1855-1888; and the 


247 


Rey. Dr. E. S. Brownmiller 1889-1929. This period was one of 
notable progress. In 1861 a cemetery company was chartered in 
connection with the church. Four acres of ground were purchased 
for this purpose and laid out in lots. The church itself was incor- 
porated in 1876 and given a charter welding the two congregations 
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together in one body, “The German Reformed and Lutheran Con- 
gregations of Zion’s Church of Alsace Township, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania.” The only separate action of the congregations per- 
mitted was “the right and privilege without interference of the other 
to elect their own minister or pastor.” 

A larger house of worship was called for and built in 1887. This 
time in brick, the building measured 54 feet by 86 feet. A lofty 
steeple, 176 feet high, housing a 3033 pound bell, added grace and 
majesty to the structure. Dedication was held May 26, 1888. The 
happy event was overcast by the death only a few days before of 
Pastor. Iaeger, who had served the congregation for 33 years. The 
building committee consisted of Harrison Seidel, David Babb, Mah- 
lon Knabb, and Jeremiah Hartman. 

After a Sunday afternoon service Feb. 4, 1912, a fire caused 
by a defective flue razed the beautiful structure. At once arrange- 
ments were made to rebuild. On the building committee, Ammon and 
Hiram Hartman represented the Reformed congregation and Har- 
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rison Yoder and Levi Eddinger represented the Lutherans. (At the 
date of this writing, Mr. Eddinger survives as the oldest living 
member of the congregation.) The construction of the new church 
was completed before the year was out, and dedication was held 
Nov. 24, 1912. The new building stood upon the foundation and 
basement walls of the old. It was completed at a cost of $17,700, 
of which only $600 remained unpaid at the time of dedication. 


Nov. 27, 1928, Pastor Brownmiller preached his last sermon 
at Zion. His 40 years’ ministry remains fondly in the memory of 
his people. His son, Pastor M. Luther Brownmiller, carried on the 
work for six years, but was forced to resign because of poor health 
in 1934. It was the end of an era in the life of the congregation. 
Father and son, the Brownmillers, had served Zion for 45 years. 


In 1934, the Rev. W. Lester Koder was called to the pastorate. 
The Reading Conf. formed a parish of Zion and Christ Church of 
Oley Township, both of which had been served by the Brownmillers 
among their other congregations. This parish arrangement was to 
continue through 1957. Pastor Koder served three years. During 
this time, Sept. 9, 1936, a separate charter was granted to the Luth- 
eran Congregation by the Court of Common Pleas of Berks County. 
A certified copy of this charter bears the names of the following 
incorporators: Levi Eddinger, Robert F. Babb, Wayne G. Frey- 
berger, George A. Nonnemacher, Mrs. Lillie Stoudt, Mrs. Elmer 
Hartman, Thomas A. Adams, Samuel Fick, Leon M. Breidegam, 
Mrs. Sallie F. Walker. In addition to these names, that of Benjamin 
Hill is added as a director of the newly formed corporation. The 
granting of separate charters to the Reformed and Lutheran congre- 
gations was the first step in the eventual division of the two groups. 
The application was made first by the Reformed congregation, much 
the larger of the two, with the Lutherans protesting the application. 

Pastor Koder resigned in 1938, and a call was extended to and 
accepted by the Rev. Luther N. Schaeffer. Pastor Schaeffer served 
three years, during which time the Friendship Luther League was or- 
ganized and a parsonage was purchased. In the securing of the par- 
sonage, Zion was represented by Jacob G. Keehn, George V. Nonne- 
macher, Levi Eddinger and E. K. Snyder. 


In 1941 Pastor Schaeffer resigned and the Rev. Calvin E. Hum- 
bert was called. When it seemed the work of the parish was progress- 
ing satisfactorily, disaster again raised its dismal head. Of this dis- 
aster, the Rev. Paul P. Haas, then pastor of the Reformed congre- 
gation, gives the following description: “A severe electrical storm 
made its appearance on the western horizon of Berks County late in 
the afternoon of June 28, 1945. It cut a swath of destruction across 
the county and did not abate until the beautiful church, erected in 
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1912, was the victim of its fury. Struck by a bolt of lightning in the 
chimney, the church burst into flame at about 7:30 and before many 
hours had passed was completely demolished. The fire began with 
such intensity that nothing could be saved from the building, despite 
the valiant efforts of Gideon Lorah, the sexton, who suffered the mis- 
fortune of having to see two buildings under his care destroyed by 
flames.” 

It seemed at first as though another union church would be 
erected, but the iron-clad provisions of the constitution of 1876 re- 
mained in the memory of many of the members, along with the 
painful experiences of the separate-charter-granting days of 1932, 
and the settlement of property rights with the drawn-out legal pro- 
ceedings that continued until 1947. May 5, 1946, a resolution was 
adopted directing the officers of the congregations to divide the land 
with the intent of constructing separate churches. At a meeting of 
the Lutheran congregation July 14, a building committee was ap- 
pointed: George Tobias, Leon Breidegam and Levi Eddinger. When 
Mr. Tobias resigned in 1949, he was succeeded ues Herman Zweizig 
and Walter Rothermel. 

A Lutheran S.S. was formed July 14, 1946, at the same meet- 
ing. Sessions were held in Wilson Public School, Lower Alsace Town- 
ship, pending the completion of the new church. 

During the same month Pastor Humbert submitted his resigna- 
tion. A month later the Rev. Hobart W. Tyson was called to the 
parish. The building of the new church was delayed until legal title 
to the land could be secured. Aug. 17, 1947, ground breaking serv- 
ices were held, with the pastor and Levi Eddinger turning over the 
first shovels of earth. With the wartime scarcity of materials, con- 
struction progressed slowly, but Easter Day, April 17, 1949, the 
beautiful new church was used, though not yet completed, for the 
first time, appropriately for a service of Holy Communion. Dedica- 
tion services were held the weeks of Aug. 21 through Sept. 4. For 
the sixth time, God had raised a house of worship at Zion. 


Jan. 3, 1950, Pastor Tyson passed into life eternal. He was 
succeeded June 1, 1950, by the Rev. Glenn C. Reichley, who served 
the congregation until 1955. The period was one of progress at Zion. 
The interior of the church was completed, the grounds were beauti- 
fied with lawn and shrubbery, strong and competent choirs were 
built under the direction of Irvin Dohner. 


Pastor Reichley resigned Jan. 31, 1955. The Rev. Lawrence R. 
Tropp was called July 1 of that year. Zion continued to prosper. 
Sept. 30, 1956, a new choir wing added to the building was dedi- 
cated. Dec. 30 at a special service the mortgage was burned by 
Levi Eddinger, Walter Rothermel, and Daniel Faust. By 1957 the 
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growing membership and increasing activity at Zion indicated the 
church edifice would have to be enlarged, or the parish connection 
with Christ Church, Spangsville, would have to be severed. A planning 
committee consisting of Norman Delp, Sylvanus Wegman, Daniel 
Faust, and Walter Rothermel, was appointed to meet with the council 
of Christ Church to decide the matter. At the meeting, attended also 
by the pastors and the Rev. Dr. Roy L. Winters, in charge of rural 
work in the Min. of Penna., and Pastor Charles Ruloff, pres. of the 
Reading Conf., it was decided to divide the parish. Pastor Tropp re- 
signed effective Dec. 21, 1957, to continue his pastorate at Spangs- 
ville. 

Jan. 15, 1958, the Rev. Rodger A. Krause, present pastor, was 
called. Immediately the building committee, Walter Rothermel, Wal- 
ter Delp, Milton Himmelreich and Daniel Faust, set upon the work 
of providing a new parsonage. The beautiful new parsonage was com- 
pleted upon a lot adjacent to the church, and dedicated Nov. 9, 1958, 
along with special services commemorating the tenth anniversary of 
the building of the new church. During the year two new organiza- 
tions, ULCM and the Altar Guild have been added. With a dedicated 
membership Zion continues in 1959 to bear its witness to the 
Christian faith, begun on its territory some 200 years ago. 

Councilmen are: Norman Delp, Daniel Bower, Mrs. Emery 
Strohm, Harry Kercher, Daniel Faust, Roy Heffner, Milton Himmel- 
reich, Robert Hinnershitz, Floyd Hoffert, Sr., John Rohrbach, Wal- 
ter Rothermel, Elmer Seidel, William Sterner. Junior Councilmen 
are: Richard Delp and Raymond Kemmerer. Sunday School supt. 
is Sylvanus Wegman. Director of music is Mrs. Harlan H. Wiltrout. 

Baptized Membership is 613, confirmed 455, communing 341, 
S.S. enrollment 265, property valuation $121,000, indebtedness 
$11,900, current budget $20,388, benevolence $1135. 


Zion, Maxatawny Township 


Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Maxatawny Township came 
into existence by way of the schoolhouse. The lack of schools in the 
area caused the residents to band together to establish a school Oct. 
20, 1817. Jacob Leibensperger and his wife, Eva, deeded three- 
quarters of an acre of land in Maxatawny Township to the new 
school April 13, 1818. Matthias Leibensperger and Henry Metzger 
were chosen as a building committee and under their supervision the 
schoolhouse was erected. 

On Second Christmas Day, 1826, the congregation formed a 
Lutheran and Reformed union church with the Rev. Charles H. 
Herman, Reformed, presiding and receiving voluntary contributions 
for the erection of a church. Feb. 18, 1827, the Rev. John Knoske 
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conducted a Lutheran service and the following building committee 
was chosen: Reformed, John Siegfried and Henry Metzger; Lutheran, 
John Hefner and John H. Siegfried. 

Cornerstone was laid April 13, 1828, while John Quincy Adams 
was president of the United States, John C. Calhoun, vice-president 
and John Andrew Schultze, governor of Pennsylvania. The church 
cost $2007.62. In 1847 an organ was installed at a cost of $771.71. 
Over the years various improvements were made and additional land 
acquired. 


ZION, MAXATAWNY TOWNSHIP 


Cornerstone for a new building was laid May 18, 1890, and 
the building dedicated in the summer of 1891. The building commit- 
tee was William S. Fisher, Percival N. Kressley, George L. Smith 
and Garion G. Guldin. 
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The building was renovated in 1922 at a cost of $7000 and 
again in 1949 at a cost of $50,000. A fine Moller organ installed 
30 years ago was recently completely reconditioned. 

Pastors who have served Zion are: John Knoske 1827-1828; 
Benjamin German 1828-1832; Isaac Roeller 1832-1860; B. E. 
Kramlich 1860-1900; F. K. Bernd 1900-1921; William S. Dry 1921- 
1942; Luther F. Schlenker 1943-1948; Daniel F. Newhart 1949- 
1952; John Long 1952-1957; Francis J. Heine 1957 to present. 


The following have entered the ministry: J. O. Leibensperger, 
A. W. Leibensperger, George S. Kressley, George R. Deisher, Wil- 
liam H. Kline, Ambrose B. C. Hering, A. M. Stump, Charles G. 
Beck and Harold Deisher. 

Although Zion still shares the building with the Reformed con- 
gregation, it is no longer a union church in the strict sense. It has 
its own constitution, council, treasury, organist, choir and denomina- 
tional program. Upkeep of the property is shared with the Reformed 
on a 50-50 basis. 

Zion has a two-year catechetical instruction program, participates 
in the evangelism and sector programs of the church. About one-third 
of its income was forwarded to the church or its agencies for benevo- 
lent cause. The ULCW and Luther League are active organizations 
and a ULCM is in the offing. 

Baptized membership is 580, confirmed 420, communing 320, 
S.S. enrollment 295, valuation of property $80,850, current and 
benevolence budget $12,000. 


Zion, Perry Township 


Zion (Windsor Castle) Evangelical Lutheran Church of Perry 
Township stands on a hill in the northern portion of Perry Town- 
ship, two and one-half miles north of Shoemakersville. 

Lutherans of this area were originally connected with Moselem 
Church, which is non-union. Because of differences, a number of 
Lutheran members withdrew and joined with the Reformed people 
in that section to establish a union church as early as 1759. A 
Mr. Conrad Kerchner made a trip to Philadelphia and secured a 
donation of 40 acres of ground from William Penn and his officials 
for church and school purposes. The first log church was built in 
1761. The Rev. J. A. Krug recorded pastoral acts as early as 1762, 
but minutes of meetings began with Jan. 26, 1767. 

In 1771 the log church became too small and a larger edifice was 
erected on the same site. Lutheran members of the building com- 
mittee were: Conrad Kerchner and George Hauer. Names of this 
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committee cut in stone are still visible in the wall of the cemetery 
near the old church site. 


In 1804, the two congregations decided to erect a third build- 
ing. Additional land was purchased for the church and a cemetery. 
Cornerstone laying occurred in May 1804. It seated about 400 per- 
sons, but soon again became inadequate. George Hinkel and Peter 
Gardner represented the Lutherans on the building committee. In 
1826 a pipe organ was installed. John Starr was organist from 1826 
to 1866 and Daniel Saul from 1866 to 1886. In 1860 the church 


ZION, PERRY TOWNSHIP 


was rededicated after extensive renovations. In 1886, an iron fence 
was erected in the front of the church lot, but was replaced in time 
by the present stone wall. 


After holding Sunday school in the schoolmaster’s house and 
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nearby schoolhouses, permission was granted Mar. 23, 1901, to 
organize a Sunday school in the church. 

The 100th anniversary was observed June 1, 1905, with the 
following officiating: the Revs. Harry C. Kline, William F. Bond, 
George Seaman, J. J. Cressman, R. B. Lynch, F. K. Bernd, D. G. 
Gerberich and O. S. Scheirer. 


The first church stood ten years, the second 33 years, and the 
third 104 years. After two unsuccessful attempts, decision was 
reached to erect a new union church opposite the old church, using 
as much material from the old in the new as possible. Lutherans on 
this building committee in 1907 were: Jacob Hoffman, Walter S. 
Loy and David G. Mengel. Cornerstone was laid June 28, 1908, and 
dedication followed May 30, 1909. Cost was $24,580.73 including 
$1887.06 of voluntary labor. The two congregations own a cemetery 
of ten acres, to which additions were made throughout the years. A 
farm of 40 acres is also owned by the congregations. The farm house 
is the sexton’s home. 

Alfred F. Baver, Lutheran, was the first superintendent of the 
S.S. from 1880 to 1920. Present supt. is Arlan Adams. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. Bernhard M. Hausihl 
1759-1763; Daniel Schumacher 1763-1765; John A. Krug 1765- 
1771; Daniel Schumacher 1771-1775; H. Moeller 1775-1777; Daniel 
Lehman 1778-1800; John Knoske (assistant) 1803-1810; John 
Knoske 1811-1817; F. Engel 1816-1823; G. F. J. Iaeger 1823-1866; 
T. T. Iaeger 1866-1883; (student supply) 1883-1884; O. D. Miller 
1884-1896; Z. H. Gable 1896-1897; H. C. Kline 1897-1910; M. H. 
Stettler (supply) 1911; W. K. Fisher 1913-1938; R. A. Laubach 
1938-1939; J. L. Reiner 1940-1943; S. K. Kistler 1944-1957; C. C. 
Moore 1958 to present. 

Sons in the ministry include the Rev. Owen Reber (ord. 1888), 
the Revs. Luther Lee and Stuart Lengel, brothers, sons of Mr. and 
Mrs. Irvin Lengel. 

One deaconess, Sister Amy Baver, has gone forth from this con- 
gregation. 

Organizations are a Luther League, ULCW, ULCM, Cheerful 
Givers, Choir, Men’s Chorus. 

1958 councilmen were: Jacob Adam, Henry Seip, Ralph Adam, 
Harold Balthaser, Irvin Ketner, Jacob Leiby, George Stump, Nevin 
Heckman, Thomas Focht, and George Reppert. 

Baptized membership is 813, confirmed 640, communing 505, 
S.S. enrollment 550, valuation of property $111,000, no indebted- 
ness, current and benevolence budget $13,886. 
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Zion (Moselem), Richmond ‘Township 


This congregation is one of the oldest Lutheran congregations 
in Berks County. The oldest records lack greatly in details. Moselem 
in Indian language means “trout stream”. This name applies to a 
large territory. Tradition places the history of this congregation even 
before 1730. It is not definitely known who gathered these people. 
It may have been the Rev. John Casper Stoever, who visited here 
again and again before 1737. He organized more congregations than 
any other man of his time. There were baptisms recorded in 1734 
and marriages before that. It is definitely known that there was an 
organized congregation in 1737. In a record of 1761: “Since the 
congregation has grown so large since 1737, it has become neces- 
sary to build a new and larger church”. The building committee con- 
sisted of Leonard Reber, Philip Tobias, Christian Hausknecht, John 
Hirt, Frederick Kramer, John Sieger, Nicholas Schuhmacher and 
another whose name is illegible. 

The old log church was built in 1742 in what is now the sex- 
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ton’s garden. John Christopher Kuhn was the inspiring genius. Jan. 
20, 1743, the church was dedicated by the Rev. John Valentine 
Kraft, pastor and teacher. The “Kirchen Recht” was signed by 70 
House Fathers who thus expressed their solemn allegiance to the 
unaltered Augsburg Confession. This congregation has never sub- 
jected itself to any unionistic movements. It has always been con- 
servative in doctrine and practice and has remained distinctively 
a Lutheran congregation. 

The grant of 101 acres was given by the heirs of Penn Aug. 12, 
1748. The quit claim was 15 pounds, 13 shillings and one penny 
($26.16%4 ), one half penny to be paid each Mar. until full pay- 
ment was made; three-fifths of all royal mines and one-fifth of 
any ore. It was granted “for the sole and only use, benefit and be- 
hoof, of the minister and congregation of Lutherans using and fre- 
quenting the said meeting house erected or to be erected upon the 
hereby granted tract of land.” 

In 1761 the Rev. J. H. Schaum dedicated the second church 
building, built of stone and according to different authorities it was 
either six or eight cornered. In 1770 the pipe organ built by David 
Tanneberg of Litiz was dedicated and used until 1957 when a new 
Conn organ was connected with it. It is a prized possession of the con- 
gregation. In 1775 Frederick K. Heine and his wife, Magdalena, pre- 
sented a silver communion set. This is still used at every communion 
service. Unfortunately the old pewter set has disappeared. 

The Rev. Daniel Lehman, V.D.M., died at his home in Moselem 
and was buried Oct. 4, 1810, in the church east of the altar under 
the pall bearers’ box pews with the Rev. Dr. Henry A. Muhlenberg 
of Reading preaching the sermon. 

The Rev. Dr. Sydney L. Harkey laid the cornerstone of the 
present church May 13, 1894. It was dedicated June 2, 1895. The 
old church materials furnished the materials for the foundation of 
the new one. 


Sept. 16, 1934, Pastor Brobst and the congregation celebrated 
the 200th anniversary with the Rev. Dr. Pfatteicher, former pastor 
and pres. of the Min. of Penna. preaching. The new parsonage was 
built in 1958 at a cost of $21,000. 

Pastors who have served are: the Revs. John Valentine Kraft 
1743-1745; Tobias Wagner 1745-1761; J. H. Schaum 1761-1778; 
Daniel Lehman 1778-1810; John Knoske 1811-1822; Conrad Miller 
1822-1829; Isaac Roeller 1829-1860; Benjamin E. Kramlich 1860- 
1864; Isaac Roeller (supply) while the Rev. Kramlich was in 
Europe 1861-1862; S. S. Klein and T. T. Iaeger (supplies) 1864- 
1867; George F. Spieker, D.D. 1867-1883; William A. C. Mueller, 
D.D. 1884-1890; Sydney Levi Harkey, D.D. 1891-1901; Ernst P. 
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H. Pfatteicher, D.D. 1902-1903; Robert B. Lynch 1903-1933; 
Charles F. Brobst 1933-1937; Carlton L. Heckman 1937-1951; 
Rufus Erb Kern, D.D. 1952-1957; George H. Shiery (stated sup- 
ply) 1957-1959; Reuben W. Rhody, present pastor. 

Under the pastorate of Dr. Kern the new parish of Zion’s Moselem 
and Becker’s St. Peter’s was established. 

The Rev. Conrad Miller, a former pastor was sec. of the Min. 
1832-1835 and pres. 1841-1844. The Rev. Dr. E. P. H. Pfatteicher 
was the second paid president 1926-1943. The congregation gave 
one son to the ministry—the Rev. Dr. George W. Fritch. Carl D. 
Adams is a seminarian. 

1958 members of the church council included: Herbert D. 
Adams, George Lesher, Herbert L. Spohn, Harold Kistler, Pius 
Dietrich, Russell Heist, Earl Smith, John Smith, Roger Fegley and 
Warren Miller. 

Present membership of the ULCW is 30 and Wiiling Workers 
number 50. S.S. Supt. is Luther Adam. 

Incorporation took place April 29, 1874. 

Baptized membership is 455, confirmed 327, communing 236, 
Church School 120, valuation of property $116,000, indebtedness, 
$6000, total current and benevolence budget $4057. 


Zion (Reed’s), Stouchsburg 


In the spring of 1712, 150 families moved from the Hudson 
to Schoharie, where they settled among the Mohawk Indians. They 
were destitute and suffered much. At this time they heard of un- 
occupied lands in Swatara and Tulpehocken in the province, Penn- 
sylvania, and were invited to settle here by Sir William Keith, the 
governor of Pennsylvania. Under the guidance of friendly Indians, 
33 families left their houses and farms, journeyed in a southwest- 
erly direction through thick forests until they arrived at the Susque- 
hanna River, and then came down the river in rafts and settled on 
the Swatara and Tulpehocken Creeks in 1723. These were the first 
white inhabitants in this section. 

About five years later, they were followed by others from Scho- 
harie, foremost among whom was Conrad Weiser, who took a deep 
interest in religious and civic affairs. He settled east of Womelsdorf 
where his estate is still in existence, preserved by the Pennsylvania 
Dept. of Parks. 

The Tulpehocken region was named for a tribe of Indians called 
‘““Turpyhockin” who inhabited the region. The Germans who emi- 
grated to America had left their native land because of religious 
persecution. In 1727 they gathered in a log fort on Mill Creek 
near Newmanstown to organize a church. The men were accompanied 
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by their wives and children as it would have been unsafe to leave 
them unprotected in their homes. They were armed with weapons 
to protect themselves on their journey. The meeting was opend with 
singing “Ein Feste Burg” and Pastor John Caspar Stoever led in 
prayer. Adam Reith (Reed) presided. It was unanimously resolved 
to erect a house of worship on land offered by the Reiths. In less 
than five months the small log building with pulpit of rough boards 
was ready. The pews were of logs and the clergy chair was a block 
of a tree. It was dedicated Oct. 1727 with the Rev. John C. 
Stoever officiating. 


ZION (REED’S), STOUCHSBURG 


The second building was a stone structure built in 1744 and 
was 24 feet square. It remained in use for 93 years when it was 
damaged by a storm. 

Third structure was erected in 1837. A charter was obtained 
by the congregation in 1846 under the name of “Zion’s Lutheran 
Church”. The fourth structure was dedicated Oct. 22, 1911, with 
principal addresses delivered by the Revs. M. C. Horine, D.D., 
George F. Spieker and Theodore E. Schmauk. 

The congregation was without a regular pastor for a number 
of years following its organization because properly trained and or- 
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dained ministers were hard to obtain in those days. The congrega- 
tion addressed a letter to the Rev. Dr. Ziegenhagen in London, and 
promised a certain amount for support. The want of a pastor fre- 
quently allowed anyone who called himself a Lutheran minister 
to officiate in the church. This led to the “Tulpehocken Confusion”. 


The period of regular pastorates commences in 1748 when the 
Rev. J. Nicholas Kurtz became pastor and served until April 1770. 
There followed the Revs C. Emanuel Schultze, son-in-law of the 
Rev. Henry M. Muhlenberg, who served 39 years; Daniel Ulrich 
1811-1851; L. G. Eggers 1852-1853; Thomas T. Iaeger 1853-1865; 
Aaron Finfrock 1865-1886; E. S. Brownmiller 1886-1932; Martin 
Luther Brownmiller 1932-1942; C. R. Schaffer 1942-1944; M. M. 
Enders 1944-1949; John Ritter 1950-1956; Byron J. Somers 1956- 
1957; George C. Myers 1956-1958; John Hassler 1958 to present. 

Oct. 19, 1947, the 220th anniversary service was held in charge 
of the Rev. M. M. Enders, S.T.M., pastor. Two seals are extant: 
“The Lutheran Zion’s Church in Tulpehocken Township, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, incorporated April 6, 1844” and another reads 
“Excelsior Air Society of Stouchsburg, Pennsylvania, incorporated 
April 20, 1892”. The latter society has 32 members presently. 

1958 church councilmen were: Charles T. Reed, Sarah R. Salt- 
zer, Clayton W. Potteiger. 


Baptized membership is 35, confirmed 30, communing 29, valu- 
ation of church property $8550, current and benevolence budgets 
$881. 


Zion, Strausstown 


Zion Union Church is located in Upper Tulpehocken Town- 
ship about a quarter mile east of the borough of Strausstown. It is 
popularly known as the Blue Mountain Church. This church in early 
history was also known as the Northkill Church. There is a farm 
of about 40 acres which is the property of the church. 


The dates engraved on the cornerstone are 1739-1819-1904 
indicating the years in which the three churches were erected. The 
first building erected in 1739 was of logs and stood in the old ceme- 
tery east of the barn belonging to the church farm. It is generally 
said that during the first 80 years the property belonged to the Re- 
formed congregation alone. There is probably a mistake about this, 
for the first land was secured in 1746 for Lutheran and Reformed 
congregations. This has been established by documentary evidence. 
In a document dated April 5, 1768, it was stated that 50 acres with 
buildings were conveyed to Henry Berger and Nicholas Gauger in 
trust for a Reformed and Lutheran congregation forever. This deed 
recites that it was the property deeded to Adam Sunday, Valentine 
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Ruenzell and Jacob Resh, Mar. 7, 1746, in trust for a Reformed 
and Lutheran church in consideration of 50 shillings. Then there 
was a deed dated Jan. 3, 1772, conveying the property from Henry 
Berger and Nicholas Gauger to George Berger and Philip Clar in 
trust for a Reformed church. There is no explanation how this di- 
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ZION, STRAUSSTOWN 


version of property was brought about in the course of only four years, 
from 1768 to 1772. The next deed was issued Mar. 14, 1826, to 
Adam Sunday, Valentine Ruenzell and Jacob Rush (Resh) in trust 
for the Lutheran and Presbyterian church, their heirs and assigns 
forever, for this tract, warranted Mar. 7, 1746. From the evidence 
it is clear that 212 years ago the property belonged jointly to the 
Lutheran and Reformeds. Secondly, from 1772 to 1819 or about 
47 years it was a Reformed property. 

There is no record extant when or by whom the Lutheran con- 


261 


gregation was organized at the time of the building of the second 
church. There probably was a Lutheran congregation existing 
throughout its early history in spite of the fact that the Lutherans 
lost their property rights for a time. 

The second church was built in 1819 of stone with entrances 
on three sides of the church. The building committee consisted of the 
following: Lutheran, Jacob Degler, John Wertz, Peter Gerhard; Re- 
formed, Jacob Klahr, John Aulenbach, Jacob Reber. Church council- 
men at that time were: Lutheran, Jacob Degler, Henry Gebhard; 
Reformed, Valentine Bolz and Henry Kiehner. The clergy present 
at the dedication were the Revs. John (Wm.) Gotthold Ernst and 
Benjamin German, Lutheran; and the Revs. William Hendel, D.D., 
and John Faber, Reformed. The local people also provided a school- 
house for a parochial school. The schoolmaster lived on the farm and 
was farmer, teacher, sexton, organist and choirmaster. This school 
ceased to exist after the advent of public schools about 1855. 

Charter of incorporation was granted Jan. 21, 1861. In 1863 
a slate roof was put on the church. In 1883 a new steeple was added 
and the old bell of 1856 was placed therein. This is the same bell 
that was placed in the new tower. 

A Sunday School was started in the town about 1850 and in 
about 1900 was moved into the church. 


The present church was erected 1904-1905 at a cost of over 
$20,000. The building committee was: John W. Hollenbach, John A. 
Degler and John G. Bare, Lutheran; Wm. D. Hiester, Charles Christ- 
man and Wallace M. Anspach, Reformed. The cornerstone was laid 
May 22, 1904, with the following participating: the Revs. O. E. 
Pflueger, O. Leopold, T. C. Leinbach, E. S. Leinbach and Joseph 
Freeman. The church was dedicated May 20-21, 1905, with the fol- 
lowing assisting: the Revs. H. C. Kline, D. D. Trexler, A. P. Pflue- 
ger, H. L. Straub, A. J. Long and D. G. Gerberich. 


In 1914 the 175th anniversary was observed with the burning 
of the mortgage Oct. 25. In 1922 the old Diffenbach organ was re- 
placed by a two-manual Austin organ at a cost of over $4100. The 
organ was dedicated Nov. 19, 1922. In 1930 the church was painted 
and the interior redecorated with new carpet, floor, pews and light- 
ing fixtures. Jan. 5, 1936, an elaborate musical program was ren- 
dered to dedicate a set of 21 “Deagon” cathedral chimes. 


In 1939 the 200th anniversary of the founding was observed 
June 18 with the following guest speakers: the Rev. George W. 
Richards, D.D., Reformed and the Rev. M. L. Wuchter, Lutheran. 

In 1957 the church was completely renovated at a cost of 
$27,000, including removal of balcony, refinishing of floors and 
pews, providing a center aisle, new chancel and chancel furnish- 
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ings, new pulpit, lectern, altar and dossal, choir loft, relocation of 
organ console, carpet in chancel and aisles, repainting of interior 
and installation of stained glass windows in what were formerly en- 
trances into the balcony. Rededication services were held Dec. 1, 
1957, with the Rev. Claude E. Schick, D.D., sec. of the Min. of 
Penna. preaching the rededication sermon and the Rev. Alfred H. 
Erb in charge of communion. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. Alfred H. Erb, the first Vaca- 
tion Church School was organized and the first Altar Guild formed. 
An Aid Society was organized in 1899. A new Aid Society of the 
Lutheran and Reformed congregations was organized in 1926 to 
raise funds for maintenance of church property. Present member- 
ship is 25. 

Pastors were: Daniel Schumacher 1756-1759; Peter Mishler, 
Daniel Lehman 1778-1809; John Knoske 1811; Benjamin German 
1817-1821; George Minnig 1822-1850; J. M. Deitzler 1850-1858; 
Hugo Grahn, D.D. 1859-1861; Joel Grim 1861-1865; Aaron Fin- 
frock 1865-1891; W. W. Kramlich 1892-1901; J. W. Early (sup- 
ply) 1901-1902; O. E. Pflueger 1902-1913; Ira W. Klick 1914-1927; 
George S. Kressley (supply) 1927; Wirt A. Dries 1927-1947; Don- 
ald H. Heist 1947-1948; Alfred H. Erb 1949-Jan. 14, 1959. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Rev. John C. Dries, ordained 1934 
and the Rev. C. M. Wagner, ordained 1928. 

1958 councilmen were: Wayne C. Bausher, Edwin J. Moyer, Jr., 
Kermit P. A. Baver, Irvin Kruppenbach, Miles D. Hollenbach, Lloyd 
W. Henne, Earl R. Potteiger. 

Baptized membership is 501, confirmed 325, communing 208, 
S. S. enrollment 298, valuation of property $139,000, no indebted- 
ness, current and benevolence budget $3594. 


Zion, Womelsdort 


Zion Church is a direct descendant of the first migration of 
German Lutherans who established themselves in the Hudson and 
Mohawk valleys in New York from 1710 to 1729. After suffering 
hardship and privation, about 60 families of these Schoraie and Mo- 
hawk Lutheran settlers floated down the headwaters of the Susque- 
hanna and Swatara rivers in 1723 and settled in the Tulpehocken 
region. Most of these families established themselves within a radius 
of ten miles of Womelsdorf. Among those who came in 1729 was 
Conrad Weiser, wife and four children. He settled on a 1000 acre plot 
just east of Womelsdorf. 

Because of a serious lack of pastors, the Rev. Julius Falckner 
came from the Falckner-Swamp area in Montgomery County to min- 
ister to the Lutherans in the Tulpehocken region. His successor at 
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Swamp, the Rev. Gerhard Henkel, continued to serve the Lutherans 
in the Tulpehocken region. Next came the Rev. John Casper Stoever. 
He established more congregations in a half century than any other 
pastor in America. 

Sent from Halle in Germany, the Rev. Henry Melchior Muh- 
lenberg came to America in 1742 to minister to all Lutherans in 
Eastern Pennsylvania. He visited the Tulpehocken area in 1743. He 
was married to Anna Maria, eldest, but only 16 years of age, daugh- 


ter of Conrad Weiser. He gave 40 years of his life to laying the 
foundations of the Lutheran church in this area. 

Among the many churches that were organized in his lifetime 
and in the decade following his death in 1787, was Zion. The 
founder and organizer of Zion was the Rev. Christopher Emanuel 
Schultze, then pastor of Christ, Stouchsburg. Date of the cornerstone 
laying was June 30, 1792. President George Washington and party 
stopped in Womelsdorf on a trip to Western Pennsylvania during 
the construction period. In those days, Womelsdorf was called Mid- 
dletown. 
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Built by the Lutherans and Reformeds together, the church was 
of stone with a brick floor and was dedicated in 1794. The build- 
ing committee consisted of Heinrich Hirsch, Jacob Seltzer and John 
Bennethum. 

The Rev. C. E. Schultze served Zion from 1792 to 1809. His 
son, a Berks native, the Rev. John Andrew Melchior Schultze, assist- 
ed his father from 1796 to 1802. 

Feb. 1, 1805, a committee consisting of Nicholas Eckhard, 
Heinrich Hirsch, George Ege, Jr., Conrad Stouch, John Keiser, John 
Weiser and David Graeff endeavored to raise $1500 by means of 
a lottery to help pay for Zion Church and two schoolhouses. 

The Rev. William Beates, of Philadelphia, preached his first 
sermon in the Warwick Parish, which included Womelsdorf, June 8, 
1810. He served until 1816, when he died, aged 90 years. The next 
pastor was the Rev. Benjamin German who served from 1817 to 1821. 

The Rev. Daniel Ulrich of Lebanon County was elected pastor 
of the Tulpehocken Parish after the death of the Rev. Schultze in 
1811. The Womelsdorf congregation refused to join the call to Rev. 
Ulrich because of an alleged breach of promise to marry. Relenting 
in 1821, they elected him pastor. He served until 1851. Succeeding 
Pastor Ulrich was the Rev. Thomas T. lIaeger, a native of Greenwich 
Township. He served no less than 24 congregations in western and 
central Berks until his death in 1888. His service to Zion terminated 
in 1855. For a brief period from 1856 to 1858, the Rev. Jefferson M. 
Deitzler, coming from Pine Grove, served the Stouchsburg Parish, 
including Zion. The Rev. Lewis G. Eggers, native of Germany, served 
Zion from 1858 to 1865. The Rev. Aaron Finfrock served from 
1865 to 1891. 


During the pastorate of the Rev. Finfrock, May 26, 1867, a 
committee consisting of Peter Althouse, William S. Filbert, David 
Laucks, and Samuel Filbert, was selected to solicit subscriptions 
for remodeling the 75 year old church and report in two weeks. June 
9, the committee reported favorably and the congregations voted 
an addition at the eastern end, providing space for a corridor and 
stairway, together with a tall spire and bell. Cornerstone was laid 
July 7, 1867, and dedication took place June 15, 1868. 


Feb. 3, 1858, the congregations were incorporated under the 
name of “The Lutheran and Reformed congregations of Zion Church 
of Womelsdorf in the County of Berks”. Bylaws adopted April 5, 
1887, changed the name to “Zion’s Lutheran and Reformed Church.” 

In 1874 the custom of ringing the bell every day at 11 a.m. to 
tell the correct time of day to all hearers, was abandoned. In 1884 
the custom of submitting each pastor to an annual election was 
abandoned. 
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The Rev. William W. Kramlich, native of Kutztown, became 
pastor Jan. 17, 1892. He served until 1901. During this pastorate 
the 100th anniversary of the founding of the congregation was ob- 
served. Feb. 20, 1893, in preparation for the anniversary, a new 
organ was purchased and renovations were made to the interior. 
Charles P. Kreitzer, John R. Dundore and William A. Hoffa were 
appointed a building and organ committee. Committee to solicit 
subscriptions for $3000 was Isaac Bechtel, William S. Filbert, Adam 
M. Lengel. At the time, the whole country was suffering from a 
panic. By systematic giving in earthen jugs placed in each family, 
and by a large jug in the church, labeled “Open to All’, the debt 
was reduced to $1600 by 1896. In 1902 the S.S. room was renovated 
at a cost of $700 and dedicated Dec. 14, 1902. 

The Rev. Oscar Pflueger became pastor, Nov. 27, 1902, and 
served until July 22, 1913, when he died suddenly of a heart attack. 

Nov. 14, 1907, Zion congregation was granted a charter as a 
separate Lutheran church. Treasuries were divided and only common 
expenses and common interests were considered at the annual union 
congregational meeting. ; 

June 21, 1914, the Rev. Harvey S. Kidd was elected pastor. 
At the annual meeting April 5, 1915, Pastor Kidd was authorized to 
solicit subscriptions for a new Lutheran church and to report as soon 
as $5000 was subscribed. Two weeks later the sum was pledged and 
May 20, decision was made to erect a church not to cost more than 
$25,000. The lot at 3rd and High Sts. had been purchased pre- 
viously. Building committee was Pastor Kidd, L. R. Valentine, Adam 
Lengel, Dr. C. W. Brossman, Major Robert B. Filbert and Edwin 
Z. Scholl, architect. Dec. 12, 1915, actual construction began, but 
the cornerstone was not laid until Oct. 8, 1916, because of much 
rock encountered in excavation. Dedication services were held June 
16, 1918. Cost of the church was $35,000 without bell or pipe 
organ. Through the generosity of Roy L. Valentine a bell costing 
$1400 was immediately provided. July 1, 1923, a pipe organ was 
dedicated “to the memory of those who lived, worshipped and died 
in this community since 1723.” Sermon on this occasion was preached 
by the Rev. Dr. J. A. Haas, pres. of Muhlenberg College. 


Pastor Kidd resigned Feb. 12, 1926. He was succeeded May 
1927, by the Rev. Harry P. Miller. Pastor Miller died suddenly Dec. 
24, 1939. The Rev. Dr. Morris S. Greth then served as supply pas- 
tor. The Rev. Elmer L. Leisey became pastor April 1, 1940. 

In 1943 the parish was divided. Trinity, Robesonia, and St. 
Daniel’s, Heidelberg Township, separated from the Womelsdorf Par- 
ish. Pastor Leisey was called to Trinity and St. Daniel’s. In 1943 the 
Rev. Marlin M. Enders became pastor of Zion and St. John’s, Host, 
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and supply pastor of Zion (Reed’s). He served from 1943 to 1949. 
The Rev. Dr. John N. Ritter was pastor from 1950 to 1956. In the 
fall of 1956, Zion voted to become a parish by itself and called the 
Rey. Alan K. Martin who has served to the present. 

Sons in the ministry are: the Revs. Samuel E. Kidd, son of 
the late Rev. and Mrs. Harvey S. Kidd; Peter Phillip Grimes, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Grimes; Luke L. Batdorf, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Batdorf. 

1958 councilmen were: James G. Eagelman, Merritt Auman, 
Harold P. Landis, James Reber, Clair Hursh, James Shankweiler, 
Joseph P. Grimes, Ralph Bashore, D. J. Baker. 

Baptized membership is 392, confirmed 307, communing 260, 
S. S. enrollment 250, property valuation $192,000, indebtedness 
$2500, budget $17,264. 
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THE PASTORS 


MALCOLM WILLIAM ALBRIGHT 


b. Nov. 2, 1918, Allentown, s. 
Charles Harrison, Sr. and_ Elsie 
Amanda (Mohr) Albright; grad. 
Allentown High School 1936; Muh- 
lenberg College 1943; B.D. degree 
Philadelphia Seminary 1945; S.T.M., 
Phila. Sem. 1959; ord. Min. of Penna. 
Holy Communion, Philadelphia 1945; 
pastor, Church of the Apostles, Phil- 
adelphia 1945-1950; Atonement, Phil- 
adelphia 1950-1955; Advent, West 
Lawn 1955 to present; m. Bertha 
Berlinger, Dec. 15, 1951; children, 
Dorothy Louise, Kenneth Paul and 
Shirley Jane; mem. Reading District 
Pastoral Assn.; Lutheran World Ac- 
tion Comm.; chm. Evangelism 
Comm.; dean Industrial-Relations In- 
stitute; chm. Comm. on Urban 
Churches; chm. Comm. on Review 
of President’s Report of Phila. Conf. 
1947-1953; Comm. on Evangelism of 
Reading Conf. 1957-1958. 


JOHN OWEN BALLANTINE 


b. Nov. 24, 1926, Shamokin, s. 
Earl Charles and Ella Barbara (Fet- 
terman) Ballantine; grad. Shamokin 
High School 1944; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1951; B.D. degree Philadelphia 
Seminary 1954; ord. Min. of Penna. 
1954 at East Stroudsburg; pastor, 
Christ, Stouchsburg and Altalaha, 
Rehrersburg 1954-1956; chaplain, U.S. 
Air Force 1956 to present; m. Shirley 
Elizabeth Paul 1952; child, Andrea 
Joan. 
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JACOB HARVEY WEBSTER 
BITTNER 


b. June 18, 1882, Lowhill Twp., 
Lehigh Co., s. Nathan and Hettie 
(Schadt) Bittner; grad. American 
Business College, Allentown, Com- 
mercial Course and Calligraphy; 
Muhlenberg College 1907; M.A. de- 
gree Philadelphia Seminary 1910; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1910 at Philadelphia; 
pastor, Brickerville Parish 1910-1914; 
St. John’s, Kutztown-Maidencreek, 
Blandon charge 1914-1917; supplied 
Bern Church 1917-1924; St. John’s, 
Kutztown-Bern charge 1924-1956; St. 
John’s, Kutztown withdrew from St. 
John’s Union Church and _ Bern 
Church and became a parish by itself, 
1956; served St. John’s, Kutztown 
1914 to present, longest pastorate in 
history of congregation; supplied 
Salem (Shalter’s) 1917-1934; m. Car- 
rie A. Rauch, July 26, 1906; child, 
Dorothea Bittner Kleppinger, M.D., 
wife of Richard K. Kleppinger, M.D.; 
two grandchildren; ULC delegate, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


FRED STOVER BLANK 


b. July 28, 1912, Souderton, s. 
Harry H. and Kathryn (Stover) 
Blank; grad. Souderton High School 
1930; Allentown Preparatory School 
1931; Muhlenberg College 1935; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1938; ord. 
Min. of Penna. in Christ, Allentown 
1938; pastor, Quakake Parish 1938- 
1941; Line Mountain Parish 1941- 
1948; Centerport Parish 1948-1955; 
St. John’s, Boyertown 1955 to pres- 
ent; m. Ruth Price Rosenberger, Sept. 
16, 1937; children, David Stover, 
Stephen Frederick, Dorothy Ruth; 
sec. and pres. Pottsville Conf. 6 yrs.; 
sec. Reading Conf. 6 yrs.; Board of 
Home Missions 6 yrs.; Joint Com- 
mission on Welfare of the Union 
Church 10 yrs.; Rural Church Comm. 
of Synod 6 yrs.; lectured on the 
Rural Church at Phila. Sem. and 
served as interrogator of refugees in 
Germany, Feb. and Mar. 1955, for 
the National Lutheran Council; Board 
of Trustees, Good Shepherd Home, 
Allentown. 


270 


DAVID CLARK BURNITE 


b. Sept. 30, 1919, Danville, s. the 
Rev. David C. and Ida May (Brei- 
denbaugh) Burnite; grad. Sharps- 
burg High School, Pittsburgh 1936; 
Wittenberg College 1940; Gettysburg 
Seminary 1943 B.D: degree; ord. 
Pittsburgh Synod 1943, First, Pitts- 
burgh; pastor, Rose Crest, Turtle 
Creek, first pastor of the mission 
which he had developed while in 
Seminary; assistant pastor Christ, 
York 1945-1947; Bethany, Montours- 
ville 1947-1951; Navy chaplain dur- 
ing Korean War; St. Paul’s, Reading 
1953 to present; m. Florence Haller 
Frey, June 3, 1943; children, David, 
Martha. 


ELMER ROBERT DEIBERT 


b. Mar. 31, 1889, Orwigsburg, s. 
Nathan and Susanna (Gerber) Dei- 
bert; grad. Orwigsburg High School 
1907; Perkiomen Seminary 1909; 
Muhlenberg College 1913; Philadel- 
phia Seminary 1916; B.D. degree and 
S.T.M. from Phila. Sem.; ord. Min. of 
Penna. 1916, Trinity, Reading; pastor, 
St. Peter’s, Pittston 1916-1921; St. 
John’s, East Mauch Chunk and Christ, 
Christmans 1921-1929; St. Mark’s, 
Reading 1929-1957; stated supply, St. 
James, Geigertown 1957 to present; 
m. Miriam Constance Boyer, June 
29, 1916; s. George Luther Muhlen- 
berg Deibert; four grandchildren; 
statistician, sec. and pres. of Wilkes- 
Barre Conf.; pres. of Wilkes-Barre 
Lutheran Pastoral Assn.; Carbon Co. 
Lutheran Pastoral Assn.; Reading 
Lutheran Pastoral Assn.; Reading 
Ministerial Assn.; director and pres. 
of Greater Reading Council of 
Churches; chm. of the committee 
that organized the Greater Reading 
Council of Churches; chm. of the 
first inter-faith clothing drive in 
Reading and vicinity; chm. of the 
Religious Comm. that planned the 
Freedom Train Ceremonies in Read- 
ing; mem. Elverson Lions Club, 
Hungry Club of Reading, Elverson 
Garden Club, chaplain, Elverson Fire 
Co.; Board, Lutheran Home, Topton, 
1952 to present; ULC delegate, Erie; 
Columbus, O.; Minneapolis, Minn. 
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HAROLD GEORGE DEISHER 


b. Feb. 3, 1906, Maxatawny Twp. 
Kutztown, R.D. 1, s. Franklin A. and 
Mary (Guldin) Deisher; grad. Kutz- 
town High School 1924; Muhlenberg 
College 1928; Philadelphia Seminary 
1931; ord. Min. of ~Pénnawel9o12 
pastor, St. Luke’s, Noxen 1931-1936; 
Dushore Parish (St. John’s, Wilmot 
& Zion, Dushore) 1936-1941; East 
Mauch Chunk Parish (now Jim 
Thorpe) 1941-1944; Christ, Wilkes- 
Barre (also. stated supply of St. 
Mark’s, Wilkes-Barre) 1944-1955; 
Hope, Reading 1955 to present; m. 
Christine M. Nagle, Mar. 27, 1931; 
children, Phyllis Ann, wife of the 
Rev. Willard Prater, Mary Sue, Har- 
old F.; pres., Wilkes-Barre Conf. 
1943-1946; pres., Wilkes-Barre-Scran- 
ton Pastoral Assn. 1953-1955; Execu- 
tive Board, Min. of Penna. 1954- 
1959; ULC delegate, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Cleveland, O.; Seattle, Wash. 


JOHN AUGUST DIETTERLE 


b. Feb. 21, ©1922," (Rushes wor 
Northumberland Co., s. Paul H. and 
Elfriede (Korten) Dieterle; grad. 
Danville High School 1940; Muhlen- 
berg College 1944; Philadelphia Sem- 
inary 1947; ord. Min. of Penna. 1947 
at Ascension, Philadelphia; pastor 
Holy Trinity, Magnolia, N. J. 1947- 
1949; Nescopeck Parish 1949-1953; 
St. Mark’s, Birdsboro 1953 to pres- 
ent; m. Arlene Moore Proctor, Sept. 
7, 1946. 
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DAVID ULAM 
DRUCKEN MILLER 


b. Oct. 4, 1896, Salfordville, s. 
David Desh and Emma _ (Nuss) 
Druckenmiller; grad. Sellersville High 
School 1914; Allentown Preparatory 
School 1915; Muhlenberg College 
1919; Philadelphia Seminary 1921; 
ord. Northwest Synod, 1921, Grand 
Forks, N. D.; pastor, Trinity, Superior, 
Wis. 1921-1923; St. John’s, Tremont 
and Zion, Donaldson 1923-1927; 
Faith, Mt. Penn, 1927 to present; m. 
Edith Cecelia Hain, May 14, 1921; 
children, David Ulam, Jr., William 
Hain, Robert Earl and the Rev. Ed- 
win Luther. 


WILLIAM JOHN DUCKER 


b. Apr. 4, 1905, Charleston, S. C., 
s. William John, Sr., and Clotilda 
Sophia (Ley) Ducker; grad. Charles- 
ton, S. C., High School for Boys 
1922; Newberry, S. C., College 1926; 
B.D. degree Southern Seminary, 
Columbia, S. C. 1929; ord. Lutheran 
Synod of S. C., at St. Amndrew’s 
(home church), Charleston, S. C. 
1929; pastor, Trinity, Elloree, S. C. 
1929-1936; Redeemer, Macon, Ga. 
1936-1938; May 1938 Missionary of 
Board of American Missions, ULCA, 
assigned for origination to S. Jackson- 
ville, Fla., where St. Mark’s was 
started; Sept. 1938, reassigned to 
Arlington, Va., for work of origina- 
tion, Resurrection, the first ULC con- 
gregation in Arlington Co. was estab- 
lished; asso. sec. for Promotion and 
Intermediate Work, Luther League of 
America, Phila. 1940-1950; pastor, 
Apostles, Phila. 1950-1954; supply 
pastor, Min. of Penna. 1954-1957; 
pastor, Reformation, Reiffton, 1957 
to present; m. Catharine Egolf Cus- 
lopment. 1942: sec. <southern 
Conf., S. C. Synod 1932-1934, pres. 
1934-1936, chm. Publicity Comm. 
1933-1926; sec.-treas. Comm. on 
Summers school, 1932-1936; © pres. 
Northern Conf. Ga-Ala. Synod 1937- 
1938; Commission Negro Work 1937- 
1938; mem. Board Newberry College 
1937-1938; Chm. Phila. Conf. Lu- 
ther League Comm. 1950-1954; 

(Continued on page 306) 
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PAUL JONATHAN DUNDORE 


b. Sept. 12, 1899 \Debanonges 
Joshua W. and Almeda (Garman) 
Dundore; grad. Myerstown High 
School 1918; U. S. Army 1918; grad. 
Albright College, Myerstown (now 
located in Reading) 1923; Philadel- 
phia Seminary 1926; ord. Min. of 
Penna. in Christ, Allentown 1926; 
pastor, McClure Parish, Snyder Co. 
1926-1928; Amityville Parish, Oley 
1928 to present; m. Mary Cath- 
erine Karsnitz, June 30, 1926 (de- 
ceased Dec. 24, 1950); children, 
Anna Almeda, wife of George W. 
Motter and Alvin Paul; second m. 
Ruth Mildred Kohler, June 20, 1953; 
pres. Oley Lions Club 1956-1957; 
pres. Oley Recreation Board 1952 
to present; mem. Oley Boy Scout 
Comm.; treas. Reading Conf. 1935- 
1944; sec. Reading Conf. 1944-1950; 
pres. Reading Conf. 1950-1953; sec. 
and pres. Reading Pastoral Assn.; 
Board of Directors, Lutheran Home 
at Topton 1951 to present; sec. and 
pres. Eastern Berks Pastoral Assn.; 
delegate to ULC Convention in Min- 
neapolis, Minn.; DesMoines, Iowa; 
and Seattle, Wash. 


BYARD JAMES EBLING 


b. Jan. 29, 1934, Lebanon, s. Clar- 
ence D. S. and Irene Maria (Wagner) 
Ebling; grad. Reading High School 
1951; Muhlenberg College 1955; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1958; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1958, St. Luke’s, Eas- 
ton; mission developer for Board of 
American Missions, Chatham, N. J., 
June 1958 to present; m. Nancy Ann 
Hillegass, Aug. 13, 1955; chaplain 
for civil defense for Chatham Twp. 
and Chatham Borough. 
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EDWARD EMMERS 

b. Nov. 3, 1916, Royersford, s. 
Edward and Elsie (Cook) Emmers; 
grad. Staunton Military Academy 
1934; Ursinus College 1938; Phila- 
delphia Seminary 1941; B.D. degree 
Phila. Seminary 1942; ord. Min. of 
Penna. 1943 at Zion, East Pikeland; 
pastor, Holy Redeemer, Reading 1943 
to present; unmarried; mem. Wyomis- 
sing Club, Reading, New York Ath- 
letic? Club; N:Y:C. 


HAROLD WARREN ENGLE 


b. Dec. 19, 1919, Tremont, s. 
Charles Irvin and Sara _ Louise 
(Wolfe) Engle; grad. Tremont High 
School, Muhlenberg College, and 
Philadelphia Seminary; ord. Min. of 
Penna. 1943; pastor, New Ringgold 
Parish 1943-1948; Zion, Minersville, 
1948-1952; U. S. Army chaplain 
1952-1955, spent 16 months in Korea; 
pastor, St. Michael’s, Tilden Twp. 
1956 to present; unmarried. 
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ALFRED HARWIN ERB 


b. June 27, 1925, Philadelphia, s. 
Alfred John and Dorothy Viola 
(Fox) Erb; grad. Overbrook High 
School, Phila. 1943; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1946; B.D. degree Philadelphia 
Seminary 1949; ord. Min. of Penna. 
1949 at Philadelphia; pastor, Strauss- 
town Parish 1949-1959; Shoemakers- 
ville-Gernant’s Parish, Jan. 1959 to 
present; unmarried; Stewardship, Lu- 
theran World Action and “The Lu- 
theran” committees of Reading Conf. 
1949-1959. 


LOUIS EWALD 


b. Jan. 15, 1917, Philadelphia, s. 
Heinrich and Amalie (Reudiger) 
Ewald; grad. Olney High School, 
Philadelphia 1935; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1939; B.D. degree Philadelphia 
Seminary 1942; ord. Min. of Penna. 
1942, Zion, Philadelphia; pastor, 
Kreuz, Philadelphia 1942-1944; Zion, 
Egg Harbor, N.J. 1944-1958; Trin- 
ity, Wernersville 1958 to present; 
m. Emeline E. Bucher, June 27, 
1942; children, Michael Louis, Frank- 
lin Henry, John Lee. 
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LESTER EDWARD FETTER 


b. April 1, 1913, Perkasie, s. Ed- 
ward G. and Bertha M. (Heiserman) 
Fetter; grad. Souderton High School 
1931; Muhlenberg College 1935; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1938; A.B. 
degree Muhlenberg College 1935; 
B.D. 1940 and S.T.M. 1942, Phila. 
Sem. D.D., Muhlenberg College 1954; 
ord. Min. of Penna. 1938 at Christ, 
Allentown; pastor, Weissport (3 
churches) Parish, Weissport 1938- 
1940; Trinity, Lansford 1940-1943; 
Alsace, Reading 1943 to present; m. 
Katherine C. Rebmann, 1938; chil- 
dreneeester-E.; Jr., (Lois E:: Conf: 
treas, , 1948-1950, sec. 1951-1953, 
pres. 1954-1956, vice-pres. 1956-1958; 
dean, Leadership Training School 
1945-1948; Board of Directors, Read- 
ing Inner Mission 1944-1950; Board 
of Trustees, Muhlenberg College 
1950 to date; Board of Trustees, Good 
Shepherd Home 1955 to date; Comm. 
of Reference and Counsel of Synod 
1954-1957; Examining Comm. of 
Synod 1957 to date; Executive Board 
Daniel Boone Council, Boy Scouts of 
America 1948 to date, received Silver 
Beaver Award 1957; pres. Reading 
Pastoral Assn. 1946; delegate ULC, 
Toronto, Can. 


FRED JOHN FIEDLER 


b. Jan. 19, 1891, Scranton, s. An- 
drew C. and Emilie (Zimmerman) 
Fiedler; grad. Muhlenberg College 
1918; Philadelphia Seminary 1921; 
M.A. degree Univ. of Penna. 1921; 
D.D. Muhlenberg College 1943; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1921 at St. James, 
Reading; Missionary to India 1921- 
1930; pastor, St. Mark’s, Birdsboro 
1930-1938; supt. Lutheran Inner 
Mission Society, Reading 1939-1945; 
sec. Board of Foreign Missions, 
ULCA 1945 to present; m. Sarah R. 
Mayberry, Sept. 6, 1921; child, 
Marion, wife of the Rev. Mervin 
Helfrich; mem. Division of Foreign 
Missions NCCCUSA; ULC delegate 
to Columbus, O., and Philadelphia. 
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PAUL SWAVELY FISHER 


b. Nov. 11, 1928, Tinicum, s. Rev. 
Allen S. and Hattie Dengler (Swave- 
ly) Fisher; grad. Souderton High 
School 1946; Lenoir Rhyne College 
1949; Philadelphia Seminary 1952; 
ord. Min. of Penna. 1952, in St. 
John’s, Stroudsburg; pastor, New 
Ringgold Parish 1952-1957; Bern- 
Leesport Parish 1957 to present; m. 
Phyllis Irene Leiby, June 25, 1955; 
child, Hope Elizabeth. 


CLYDE IRVIN: FRY 


b. Oct. 2, 1929, Robeson® Ewpies: 
Irvin and Florence M. (Quinter) Fry; 
grad. Birdsboro High School 1946; 
Muhlenberg College 1950; B.D. de- 
gree Philadelphia Seminary 1953; 
ord. Min. of Penna. 1953 in Holy 
Communion, Philadelphia; pastor, 
Bethany, Stony Creek Mills 1953 to 
present; m. June E. Homan, May 30, 
1954; children, Jill M., Joy L.; mem. 
Mount Penn Rotary Club; sec. Read- 
ing District, Min. of Penna. 1959; 
sec. Reading Pastoral Assn. 


NEVIN E. GEARHART 


b. Dec. 20, 1904, Gilbert, s. Theo- 
dore and Amanda (Snyder) Gearhart; 
grad. Polytechnic High School, Gil- 
bert 1921; Muhlenberg College 1930; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1933; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1934 at Wilkes-Barre; 
pastor, St. James, Geigertown 1934- 
1943; Friedens-Jerusalem, S. of Beth- 
lehem 1943-1956; Trinity, Gouglers- 
ville 1956 to present; m. Amelia Ruth 
Mohr, April 20, 1940; children, 
James, Sarah, Ruth and Charles. 


BERTRAM CLAY GILBERT 

b. Aug. 14, 1921, Wilmington, 
Del., s. Bertram C. and Carrie Tillie 
(Beck) Gilbert; grad. West Reading 
High School 1938; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1943; B.D. degree Philadelphia 
Seminary 1945, S.T.M. 1949; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1945 in Philadelphia; 
Naval chaplain 1945-1946; pastor, 
Schwarzwald-Geigertown 1946-1948; 
Scliwarzwald-Reiffton 1948-1951; m. 
Doris Marion Woodnorth, Feb. 10, 
1945; children, David Clay and Cyn- 
thia Jane. 
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PETER PHILLIP GRIMES 


b. Sept. 26, 1932, Womelsdorf, s. 
Joseph Peter, Sr. and Esther Emma 
(Wartluft) Grimes; grad. Womels- 
dorf High School 1950; Muhlenberg 
College (Cum Laude) 1954; Phila- 
delphia Seminary 1957; ord. Min. of 
Penna. 1957 St. John’s, Towamen- 
sing; pastor, Centerport Parish, com- 
prised of Salem (Belleman’s) two 
miles west of Dauberville and St. 
Timothy’s, Mohrsville 1957 to pres- 
ent; m. Ruth Arlene Kratzer, June 
26, 1954. 


JOHN HASSLER 


b. Feb. 5, 1882, Ephrata, s. Frede- 
rick and Sarah (Miller) Hassler; 
grad. Allentown Preparatory School 
1906; Muhlenberg College 1910; Phil- 
adelphia Seminary 1913; Univ. of 
Penna., M.A. degree 1937; Univ. of 
Cambridge, Cambridge, England 
1937-1938; Univ. of Tubingen, Ger- 
many 1938; ord. New York and New 
England Synod 1913 at Kingston, 
N. Y.; pastor, Holy Trinity, Elmira, 
N. Y. 1913-1923; Incarnation, Phila- 
delphia 1923-1926; Mt. Wolf, Emigs- 
ville 1926-1937; St. John’s, Boyertown 
1953-1955; Grace, Pottstown 1955- 
1956; Reformation, Reiffton 1956- 
1957; St. Luke’s, Shoemakersville 
1957-1958; Community, Vinemont 
1958 to present; m. Helen Mabel 
Haines, June 11, 1914; Synodical S. 
S. Comm., New York and New Eng- 
land Synod; supt. Chemung County 
S. S. Assn, Elmira, N. Y. 
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CARLTON LUTHER HECKMAN 

b. Dec. 9, 1906, Reading, s. Hiram 
H. and Alice A. (Fritz) Heckman; 
grad. Reading High School for Boys 
1925; Muhlenberg College 1929; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1932; ord. Min. 
Oteeeenna] 19322 Grace, Lancaster: 
Biwaceree. 1934 and’ S:T:M. 1935 
Phila. Sem.; pastor, Hope, Philadel- 
phia, 1932-1937; Trinity, Kutztown 
and Zion, Moselem 1937-1951; Trini- 
ty, Kutztown 1937 to present; m. 
Florence Emily Shaner, June 25, 1932; 
children, Florence Elizabeth and 
Carlton Luther, Jr.; mem. Kutztown 
Rotary Club, pres. 1945-1946; dean 
of Kutztown Leadership School 1939- 
1949; pres. Berks Pastoral Assn. 1941- 
1942; pres. Reading Pastoral Assn.; 
pres. Kutztown Ministerial Assn. 1954 
to present; sec. Synodical Comm. on 
Higher Education 1948-1952; chm. 
Christian Higher Education Year Ap- 
peal in Reading Conf. 1949-1952; 
chm. Reading Conf. Comm. on Nom- 
inations 1950-1952; director, Sector 
Projectes1ore Reading ‘Conf. 1957; 
Synodical Comm. on Pensions 1957- 
1958; Dean of Kutztown District 
Min. of Penna. 1959—. 


IRWIN ELIAS HECKMAN 


b. July 12, (year omitted by re- 
quest), Greenwich Twp., near Ham- 
burg, s. Elias and Linora (Rubright) 
Heckman; grad. Hamburg’ High 
Schooler vis att. Univ. of Penna. 
1918; served in World War I; grad. 
West Chester State Normal School 
1919; taught 7 years; grad. Muhlen- 
berg College 1934; att. Susquehanna 
Univ.; grad. Gettysburg Seminary 
1934, B.D. degree 1943; att. Union 
Theological Sem., New York 1946; 
S.T.M. Phila. Sem. 1947; ord. by 
former Susquehanna Synod _ in 
Bloomsburg 1934; pastor, Sugar-Val- 
ley Salona, Loganton 1934-1937; 
Zion, Kratzerville 1937-1943; Chap- 
lain, U.S. Army 1943-1946; area 
administrator of Lutheran Hospitals 
and Homes Society 1947-1951; 
Lemasters Parish, Lemasters 1951- 
1956; Alleghenyville-Grill parish 1956 
to present; m. Verna L. A. Boyer, 
Jan. 27, 1923; children, Ella E., wife 

(Continued on page 306) 


281 


FRANCIS J. HEINE 


b. Mar. 14, 1912, Saginaw, Mich.; 
grad. Chesaning High School 1929; 
Concordia College, Springfield, Ill. 
1933; Hamma Divinity, Springfield, 
Ohio 1937; ord. Van Wert, O. 1937; 
pastor, Tuscarawas Parish, O. 1936- 
1938; Messiah, Toledo, O. 1938-1941; 
Stoutsville Parish, O. 1941-1943; U.S. 
Army 1943-1954; pastor, Good Shep- 
herd, Savannah, Ga. 1954-1957; 
Lyons-Maxatawny Parish 1957 to 
present; m. Elsie W. Ferehow, Sept. 
10, 1934; children, Donna Cecile, 
Judith Ann, Charles Edward. 


ARTHUR JACOB NICHOLAS 
HENNING 


b. May 7, 1899, Hanover, Ontario, 
Canada, s. John and Julia (Schaeffle) 
Henning; grad. Martin Luther Col- 
lege and Seminary, Buffalo, N.Y., 
1926; Philadelphia Seminary, 1929; 
ord. Min. of Penna. in St. John’s, 
Scranton; pastor, Holy Trinity, Maple 
No Photograph Shade, N.J. 1929-1930; Urban Parish 
Available (Himmel’s, St. David’s and St. Paul’s) 
1931-1938; McClure Parish (St. 
Matthew’s, St. John’s, St. James) 
1938-1944; m. Ruth Ingaborg Grothe- 
ben, Feb. 13, 1930; children, Arthur 
Charles, Violet Mae, wife of Paul 
Yoder, Edith Ruth, wife of Max 
Bleiler, Jr.. Donald Edward Eugene, 
Dorothy Julia; sec. Pastoral Assn. 
Danville Conf. 2 years. 
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PAUL JONAS HENRY 


b. Oct. 17, 1906, Topton, s. Jonas 
Omeati>.1).)) and Ida L. (Sefing) 
Henry; grad. Keystone State Normal 
School 1923; taught public school 
1924-1925; grad. Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1928; Philadelphia Seminary 
1930-sord, Min: of Penna. 1931;:B.D. 
degree 1933, S.T.M. 1938 Phila. Sem.; 
pastor, St. Paul’s Millersville 1931- 
1936; ‘Trinity, Ephrata 1936-1941; 
asst. supt. Lutheran Home, Topton 
1941-1946; Grace, Royersford 1946- 
1957; Trinity, Robesonia 1957 to 
present; m. Ruth M. Moser, June 18, 
1931; child, Nancy, teacher in Read- 
Ing@esscciancaster Conf. 4 yrs.; sec: 
2 yrs., pres. 2 yrs. Norristown Conf.; 
WEC wcciceuc. | oronto, (Can: “first 
dean of West Berks District of Min. 
of Penna. effective Jan. 1, 1959. 


CHARLES THEODORE HERMAN 


b. Aug. 23, 1905, Washington Twp. 
(Elizabethville R.D. 1) Dauphin Co., 
s. Harry Thomas and Minnie Ursula 
(Lyter) Herman; grad. Allentown 
Preparatory School 1931; Muhlen- 
beig College 1935; Philadelphia Sem- 
inary 1938; B.D. degree Phila. Sem. 
19/2; ord. 1938 at Himmel’s, Rebuck 
(Northumberland Co.); pastor, Ur- 
barn. Lutheran Parish (Himmel’s, 
Rebuck; St. Paul’s; Urban; David’s, 
Here) 1938-1946; St. John’s, Auburn 
anc St. Mark’s, Summit Station 1946- 
1943; Bowers Parish (Trinity, Bowers; 
New Jerusalem, New Jerusalem; 
Huts eels tO present; *m. Verna 
Amanda Swab, June 11, 1938; chil- 
dren, Paul Theodore and _ Richard 
Charles; mem. Community Boy Scout 
comm., Auburn 1947-1953; Boy Scout 
comm. of Bowers; charter mem. Au- 
burn Lion’s Club until 1953; Topton 
Lion’s Club until 1956; sec. Danville 
Conf. Pastoral Assn. 1946; sec. Potts- 
ville Conf. 1952-1953; pres. Pottsville 
Conf. April 1953-Nov. 1953; sec. East 
Berks Pastoral Assn. 1958 to present; 
mem. Synodical Pension Comm. 1947; 
ULC delegate, Harrisburg. 
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LAURENCE GREGG HORN 


b. July 23, 1928, Philadelphiayis: 
Edward T., (D.D.) and Laura (kos- 
siter) Horn; grad. Lehman High 
School, Canton, O., 1945; Muhlen- 
berg College 1949; Philadelphia Sem- 
inary. 1952; S.T:Ma Sdegrecuar niles 
Sem. 1956; ord. Min. of Penna. 1952 
at Stroudsburg; mission developer and 
pastor, Church of the Living Word, 
Roslyn, 1951-1957; St. Mark’s, Read- 
ing, 1957 to present; m. Fay Marjorie 
Knaake, Sept. 1, 1951; children, Mar- 
tha Faith and David Laurence G-.; 
chaplain (ist Lt.) UsSReAroryeeke- 
serves, 421st Signal Bn., Reading; 
Reading District Stewardship Chm. 
1959. 


MORRIS FRANKLIN HOUCK, JR. 


b. Jan. 25, 1925, Pottstown, s. Mor- 
ris. Franklin, Sr.-and saG@arrnewerm: 
(Smith) Houck; grad. Pottstown 
High School 1942; U.S. Navy 1943- 
1946; served on Merchant Marine 
Ships; achieved rank of Signalman 
Second Class; grad. Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1949; Philadelphia Seminary 
1952; ord. Min. of Penna. St. John’s, 
Stroudsburg, May 1952; _ pastor, 
Schwarzwald, Jacksonwaldje hile 
Reading, 1952 to present; m. Betty 
Mae Kohler, Nov. 22, 1947; children, 
David, Kenneth, John; mem. Board 
Heart Assn. of Berks Co.; chm. of 
Conf. Stewardship Comm. 1952-1955; 
Stewardship Comm. of Min. of Penna. 
1952-1955; Commission of Leader- 
ship Education of Greater Reading 
Council of Churches 1953-1958. 
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SAMUEL CHARLES JAXHEIMER 


b. Jan. 18, 1922, Bethlehem, s. 
John L. and Nettie Grace (Clause) 
Jaxheimer; grad. Liberty High School, 
Bethlehem 1939; Muhlenberg College 
1943; B.D. degree Philadelphia Semi- 
nary 1945; ord. Min. of Penna. in 
St. Stephen’s, Bethlehem 1945; pastor, 
St. Luke’s, Easton 1946-1955; St. 
Luke’s, Reading 1955 to present; m. 
Doris M. Swinesburg, Nov. 10, 1945; 
children, Stephanie, Eric Charles; 
chm. Christian Education Comm. of 
Reading Conf. 1957 to present; Board 
of Christian Education of Synod 
1951-1957 and 1959—; Board of Di- 
rectors of Greater Reading Council 
of Churches 1959—. 


THEODORE WERNER JENTSCH 


b. June 17, 1926, Camden, N.J., s. 
the Rev. T. E. Werner and Dorothea 
H. (Krebs) Jentsch; grad. Manual 
Training High School, Brooklyn, 
N:Y. © 1943; Muhlenberg College 
1945; Philadelphia Seminary 1948; 
ord. United Lutheran Synod of New 
York and New England Jan. 1948, 
St. Peter’s, New York City; S.T.M. 
degree Phila. Sem. 1959; pastor, The 
Lutheran Church, East Schodack, 
N.Y. 1948-1950; Church of the Incar- 
nation, Jamaica, N.Y., 1950-1952; 
chaplain United States Air Force 
1952-1954; pastor, The Lutheran Par- 
ish, Nuremberg 1954-1956; St. John’s, 
Sinking Spring 1956 to present; m. 
Elinor Jean Elwert, June 5, 1948; 
children; Linda, Nancy; Stewardship 
and Lutheran World Action Commit- 
tees of N.Y. Synod 1949; Worship 
and Military Personnel Comms. of 
Min. of Penna. 1957. 
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ERNEST AUGUST FREDERICK 
KALLENBACH 


b. Oct. 6, 1895, Philadelphia, s. 
Ernest F. and Elizabeth (Fauth) Kal- 
lenbach; grad. Banks Business School, 
Philadelphia; Browns Preparatory 
School, Philadelphia; Allentown 
Preparatory School; Wagner College, 
N.Y. 1924; Philadelphia Seminary 
1927; ord. Min. of Penna. in Zion, 
Lancaster 1927; pastor, Washington- 
ville Church, Washingtonville and 
Trinity, Oak Grove 1927-1929; City 
Missionary, Brooklyn Inner Mission 
Society, Brooklyn, N.Y. 1929-1930; 
Christ, Airmont, N.Y. 1930-1939; 
Christ, Ellenville, N.Y. 1939-1943; 
St. John’s, Berwick, St. Peter’s, Briar 
Creek R.D., St. Paul’s, Beach Haven 
R.D. 1943-1951; Shartlesville Parish 
including Friedens, Bernville, Christ 
(Little Tulpehocken), Bernville R.D., 
Friedens, Shartlesville and St. Paul’s, 
New Schaefferstown 1951 to present; 
m. Edna F. Ostertag, Aug. 16, 1930; 
children, Mary E., wife of Lawson P. 
Fowler, George E. and Mark A.; 
served in World War I—Meuse-Ar- 
gonne Offensive 1917-1919. 


JOHN AUGUSTUS KAUFMANN 


b. Feb. 10, 1920, Wyomissing, s. 
Harry John and Florence Louise 
(Wertz) Kaufmann; grad. Wyomis- 
sing High School 1937; Lehigh Uni- 
versity 1941; B.D. degree 1944 and 
S.T.M. 1945, Philadelphia Seminary; 
Ord. Min. of Penna. 1944, Holy 
Communion, Philadelphia; fellow and 
instructor, Phila. Sem. 1944-1946; 
registrar, Phila. Sem. 1946, sec.-treas. 
Seminary Board of Directors; serving 
as registrar and sec.-treas. presently; 
stated supply, Trinity, Woodbury, N.J. 
1944, and Epiphany, South Temple 
1944; acting assistant pastor, Trinity, 
Pottsville 1945; m. Doris C. Snyder, 
Aug. 16, 1947; children, Alan L. and 
Bruce C.; mem. Phi Beta Kappa and 
Phi Alpha Theta; co-author with O. 
Fred Nolde of “The Bible and Its 
Use” Muhlenberg Press 1952. 
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RUFUS ERB KERN 


b. Nov. 22, 1886, Red Hill, s. 
Milton M. and Annie H. (Erb) Kern; 
grad. Perkiomen School 1905; Muhl- 
enberg College 1909; Philadelphia 
Seminary 1912; ord. Min. of Penna. 
June 1912; D.D. degree, Muhlenberg 
College 1955; pastor, Marion, Va. 
1912-1914; Trenton, N.J. 1914-1916; 
Keller’s Church 1916-1922; St. John’s, 
Hamburg 1922-1950; supply pastor 
1950-1952, Moselem-Becker’s Parish 
1952-1957; retired, 1957; m. Flor- 
ence May Haring, June 6, 1912, who 
died July 6, 1951; children, Virginia 
May, wife of the Rev. Norman W. 
Shollenberger; Rufus E., Jr., the Rev. 
Charles M., Anna Elizabeth, wife of 
James W. Moyer; second m., Mrs. 
Florence Katie (Moll) Moser, Sept. 
30, 1956; pres. Reading Conf., Board 
of Inner Missions of Min. of Penna.; 
Board of Social Missions of ULC; 
Board of Trustees of Muhlenberg Col- 
lege; Board of Directors, Lutheran 
Home, Topton; Chaplain Tuberculosis 
Sanitorium, Hamburg 18 yrs.; during 
pastorate in Keller’s Church Parish 
served as pres. of Quakertown School 
Board; pres. of Chatauqua Assn. and 
Board of Trade; while pastor at 
Marion, Va., was member of Faculty 
of Marion Junior College; while at 
Hamburg served as pres. of Rotary 
Club and Exchange Club; presently 
member of Kutztown Rotary Club. 


ALBERT FRANKLIN KLEPFER 


b. June 5, 1895, Belleville, s. Clar- 
ence Ralph and Nannie (Russler) 
Klepfer; grad. Belleville High School 
1912; B.S. degree Susquehanna Uni- 
versity 1917; B.D. Susequehanna Sem. 
1922; ord. Susquehanna Synod, 1922 
at St. John’s, Northumberland; pastor, 
Christ, Montgomery 1922-1943; St. 
Jonn’s, Honesdale 1943-1957; Epi- 
phany, South Temple 1957 to present; 
m. Elizabeth Wray Hazlett, June 21, 
1922; child, Dr. Robert F. Klepfer; 
pres. West Branch Conf. Susquehanna 
Synod 1940; Executive Board, Min. of 
Penna. 1 yr.; Examining Comm., Min. 
of Penna. 4 yrs.; ULC delegate, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 
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GUNNAR KNUDSEN 


b. Mar. 19, 1906, Faaborg, Den- 
mark, s. the Rev. Jens and Sigrid 
Fredericksen Knudsen; grad. Wagner 
High School, Staten Island, N.Y. 
1923; Wagner College, Staten Island, 
N.Y. 1928; Philadelphia Seminary 
1931; D.D. degrees Wagner College 
and Albright College 1951; ord. Min. 
of Penna. 1932 in Grace, Lancaster; 
pastor, St. John’s, Ocean City and 
Grace, Somers Point, N.J. 1932- 
1939; St. John’s, Scranton 1939-1943; 
Trinity, Reading 1943 to present; m. 
Emily Christine Brown, May 23, 
1931; children, Phyllis Ann, wife of 
George Kegerreis, and Peter Andrew; 
mem. Board of Trustees, Community 
General Hospital 1945 to date; pres. 
of Board, Community General Hos- 
pital 1948 to date; Board of Visiting 
Nurses Assn. 1951 to date; Board of 
Greater Reading Council of Churches 
1949 to date, pres. 1951-1952; Board 
of Home Missions, Min. of Penna. 
1944-1950; Board of Directors, 
Phila. Sem. 1945 to date, Executive 
Comm. 1950 to date; Dean, Read- 
ing District 1959; ULC delegate to 
Baltimore, Md. and Dayton, O. 


SAMUEL LEWIS KOONS 


b. May 26, 1917, Lykens, s. Har- 
very A. and Verna S. (Hawk) Koons; 
grad. Lykens High School 1935; Get- 
tysburg College 1940; B.D. degree 
Gettysburg Seminary 1943; ord. Cen- 
tral Penna. Synod 1943 at Zion, Har- 
risburg; pastor, Central, Phoenixville 
1943-1955; Grace, Reading 1955 to 
present; m. Mildred Grace Fox, Feb. 
14, 1943; children, Samuel L, Jr., 
Gregory Mark; chm. Evangelism 
Comm. Reading Conf. 1957-1958; 
sec. Lutheran Inner Mission Comm. 
1957-1958; chm. Penna. United 
Church Center, Penna. Council of 
Churches for Reading Conf. 
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RODGER ANDREW KRAUSE 


b. Aug. 5, 1933, West Hazleton, s. 
Ludwig and Emma (Jack) Krause; 
grad. West Hazleton High School 
1951; Muhlenberg College 1955; Phil- 
adelphia Seminary 1958; ord. Min. 
of Penna. 1958, Philadelphia; pastor, 
Zion (Spies), Alsace Twp. Jan. 15, 
1958 to present; m. Violet Crouse, 
June 5, 1954; child, Rodger John. 


VICTOR AMOS KRONINGER, SR. 


b. Dec. 15, 1900, Allentown, s. 
Daniel B. and Clarissa (Scholl) Kro- 
ninger; grad. Emaus High School 
(now Emmaus) 1917; Muhlenberg 
College 1921; Philadelphia Seminary 
1924; ord. Min. of Penna. June 1924 
in Salem, Bethlehem; pastor, Grace, 
Shillington 1924 to present; m. Anna 
E. Grammes, Oct. 14, 1924; chil- 
dren, the Rev. Victor Amos, Jr., asst. 
pastor Holy Trinity, Bethlehem; Anna 
Louise and Gerald George; one 
grandchild; pres. Reading Conf. 1947- 
1950; mem. Board Lutheran Home, 
Topton 1951 to present; ULC dele- 
gate, Louisville, Ky. and Philadel- 
phia. 
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AMBROSE WILLIAM 
LEIBENSPERGER 


b. Jan. 1, 1874, Maxatawny Twp. 
s. Stephen and Hannah Susanna 
(Deisher) Leibensperger; attended 
Keystone State Normal School; grad. 
Muhlenberg College 1893; Philadel- 
phia Seminary 1896; ord. St. John’s, 
Allentown 1896; pastor, Brickerville 
Parish 1896-1903; asst. pastor, Sa- 
lem, Lebanon 1903-1920; supply, St. 
Paul’s, Annville and Holy Trinity, 
Hershey 1920-1921; Reamstown Par- 
ish 1921-1926; Muddy Creek Parish 
(Muddy Creek, St. John’s Center and 
Bergstrasse) 1926-1952. Retired Oct. 
1, 1952; m. Mary Elizabeth Freder- 
ick, Oct. 6, 1896; child, Catharine 
Anne. 


ELMER LEBO LEISEY 


b. June 19, 1892, West Cocalico 
Twp., Lancaster Co., s. Abram W. 
and Anna (Lebo) Leisey; grad. Den- 
ver High School 1908; Allentown Pre- 
paratory School 1910; Muhlenberg 
College 1914; Philadelphia Seminary 
1917; post graduate work at Univ. of 
Penna.; D.D. degree Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1953; ord. Min. of Penna. 1917 
at St. John’s, Allentown; pastor, St. 
Paul’s, Numidia 1917-1922; Trinity, 
New Holland 1922-1926; Danville 
1926-1940; Trinity and St. Daniel’s 
Robesonia 1940-1957; m. Clara V. 
Bard, 1917; children, Vincent and 
William; mem. Rotary Club; pres. 
Danville Conf.; ULC delegate Chi- 
cago, Ill., and Richmond, Va. Pres- 
ently retired, living at Covered Bridge 
Farm, Ephrata Twp., Lancaster Co. 
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LUTHER LEE LENGEL 


b. March 8, 1902, Shoemakersville, 
s. Irvin Dunkelberger and Elmira A. 
(Hoffman) Lengel; grad. Shoemak- 
ersville High School 1920; Allentown 
Preparatory School 1921; Muhlen- 
berg College 1925; Philadelphia Sem- 
inary 1930; ord. Min. of Penna. in 
Holy Communion, Philadelphia 1930; 
pastor, Freesburg Parish, Snyder Co. 
1930-1939; Mt. Bethel Parish 1939- 
1942; Hill-Lobach Parish 1942 to 
present; m. Stella V. Remmler, June 
5, 1930; children, Luther Lee, Jr., 
Eunice V., wife of Harry Mutter and 
Marlene M., wife of Forrest Fryer; 
vice-pres. Board of Parent Counciling, 
Oley High School; pastoral advisor to 
Reading Conf. L.L. 1947-1959; Pub- 
licity Comm. Reading Conf. 1944- 
1947; sec. Reading Pastoral Assn. 
1955; pres. Reading Pastoral Assn. 
1956-1957; ULC delegate Toronto, 
Can. 


JOHN LAUB LONG 


Heep. 26,1928, Cementon,- s. 
Herbert John and Mary Ellen (Laub) 
Long; grad. Whitehall Twp. High 
School 1946; Muhlenberg College 
1950; B.D. degree Philadelphia Sem- 
inary 1953; ord. Min. of Penna. 1953 
in Holy Communion, Philadelphia; 
pastor, Maxatawny-Lyons Parish 
1953-1957; St. John’s, Hamburg 1957 
to present; m. Marilyn Elizabeth 
Fukan, June 21, 1953; child, Martha 
Ann; mem. Hamburg Exchange Club, 
Troop Comm. Boy Scout Troop 184, 
Hamburg; Stewardship Chm. Reading 
Conf. 1956-1957; treas. Reading 
Conf. 1957-1958; Synodical Comm. 
on Worship 1957-1958 and Steward- 
ship 1956-1958; Board of Managers, 
Inner Mission Society of Reading and 
Betks* Go. 1958. 
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HORACE SEIPLE MANN 


b. Nov. 28, 1899, Bangor, s. Mel- 
vin P. and Bertha Ellen (Seiple) 
Mann; grad. Bangor High School 
1917; Muhlenberg College 1923; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1926; B.D. 
degree Phila. Sem. 1936; ord. Min. 
of Penna. in Christ, Allentown 1926; 
pastor, St. Mark’s, Birdsboro 1926- 
1930; Hope, Reading 1930-1949; supt. 
of Inner Mission Society of Reading 
and Vicinity 1949 to present; m. Flor- 
ence May Hermany, June 14, 1923; 
children, William Horace, Mary 
Louise, Martha Ellen; sec.-treas. Pas- 
toral Assn. of Reading 1936-1937, 
pres. 1937-1938; pres. Ministerial 
Assn. of Reading 1942; taught Read- 
ing School of Leadership Training 
1931-1942 and 1953; mem. Board 
Greater Reading Council of Churches 
1947-1949, pres. 1939; Executive 
Board of Ministerium 1948-1954; sec., 
Board of Trustees, Lutheran Home, 
Topton 1931 to present; treas. Luther- 
an Welfare Council of Penna. 1956- 
1957; ULC Delegate, Baltimore, Md., 
and Omaha, Neb. 


ALAN KENT MARTIN 


b. Dec. 25, 1923; ButlerSseawynn 
M. and Josephine (Tetley) Martin; 
grad. Penn High School, Greenville 
1939; B.A.. degree Thiel College; 
Greenville 1943; Master in English, 
Univ. of Penna. 1945; Philadelphia 
Seminary 1946; ord. Pittsburgh Synod 
1946 in First, Pittsburgh; pastor, 
Epiphany, Denver, Colo. 1946-1951; 
Christ, Murrysville 1951-1957; Zion, 
Womelsdorf 1957 to present; m. 
Louisa M. Vogel, Aug. 17, 1946; chil- 
dren, Daniel Stephen and Pamela 
Lynn. 
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VALDIS MEZEZERS te Soe ete ee Ae ee ee 


b. Jan. 24, 1910, in Latvia, on 
the Baltic Sea; educated in public 
high school, 6 yrs.; grad. Herzog 
Peter Gymnasium (a classical col- 
lege) in Jelgava, Sembale, Latvia in 
1937; University of Riga, School of 
Theology 1940; ord. by Archbishop 
of the Latvian Lutheran Church, Dr. 
Theodor Grinbergs, 1940; pastor of 
Lutheran Church in Penkule, Zem- 
gale; taught in local high school; 
grad. student in University of Riga 
in Baltic languages and _ literature; 
received degree of Lic. Theo. (L.Th.) 
in practical theology in 1943; Thesis 
title was “The Personality and Work 
of a Pastor’; m. Erika Albina, 1940. 
Left Latvia for Germany, in war 
time, 1944; pastor to exiled and dis- 
placed persons; taught languages at 
college; publisher and editor of re- 
ligious monthly “The Way”, in Lat- 
vian language. Pastor and Mrs. Mez- 
ezers came to America in Aug. 1949; 
settled in Quakertown. Pastor, St. 
Luke’s, Baltimore, Md. 1949-1952; 
Emmanuel, Stoney Creek, Md. 1952- 
1955; organized Magothy-Chelsea 
Church in same area. Pastor, Blan- 
don-Tuckerton Parish Nov. 1958 to 
present. Author of books in Latvian; 
“God and Man” in English, 1956; 
~TheGreat Light,” 1957. 


JAMES BULMER MILLER 


bueiviar=25, 9.1926, Lansford, ‘s. 
Stephen Elwood and Edith Alice 
(Bulmer) Miller; grad. Lansford 
High School 1943; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1946; Philadelphia Seminary 
1949; ord. Min. of Penna. 1949 at 
Buck Hill Falls; pastor, Wolf’s Cross 
Roads Parish, consisting of Em- 
manuel and St. Elias Churches 1949 
to 1957; St. Daniel’s, Robesonia 1957 
to present; m. Mary Jane Showalter, 
Oct. 23, 1949; child, James Dana; 
mem. Conrad Weiser Lions Club, 
Robesonia; Conf. sec. 1954-1957; 
Chm. of the Commission on Welfare 
of the Union Church as well as treas.; 
Lutheran World Action, “The Luth- 
eran” committees; ULC delegate, 
Toronto, Can. 
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CLARENCE CASPER MOORE 


b. May 27,°19295eScerantonesa: 
Arnold F. and Elizabeth (Jeffreys) 
Moore; grad. Meyers’ High School 
1947; Muhlenberg College 1951; 
B.D. degree Philadelphia Seminary 
1954; ord. Min. of Penna. 1954 at 
East Stroudsburg; pastor, Indianland 
Parish (Christ, Emmanuel, St. Paul) 
1954-1958; Lenhartsville Parish (St. 
Paul, Friedens, Zion) 1958 to pres- 
ent; m. Betty Jane Seeley, May 23, 
1953; children, Kirk S. and Jeffrey 
S.; mem. Allentown Conference Lu- 
ther League Comm. 1957; West Berks 
District Luther League Advisor 1958. 


GEORGE CHARLES MYERS, JR. 


b. Nov. 18, 1931, Birdsboro, s. 
George Charles and Lillie Gerhard 
(Rohrbach) Myers; grad. Birdsboro 
High School 1949; Albright College 
1953; Philadelphia Seminary 1956; 
ord. Min. of Penna. 1956, Allentown; 
pastor, Stouchsburg Parish June 1956 
to present; m. Edith May Murray, 
June 23, 1956; children, Todd Jef- 
frey, Jeff Arlan; Conf. Comm. for 
Lutheran World Action 1956-1958. 
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ARTHUR HARRY NAUGLE 


b. Mar. 12, 1906, Shillington, s. 
Aaron F. and Elmira E. (Miller) 
Naugle; grad. Shillington High School 
1923; Muhlenberg College 1927; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1930; pastor, 
Holy Trinity, Maple Shade, N. J. 
1930-1933; St. James, Reading 1933 
to present; m. Alice Elizabeth Mus- 
selman, May 3, 1930; children, Wal- 
ter C., James H. and John E.; sec. 
and pres. Reading Pastoral Assn.; 
County Chaplain P.O.S. of A.; State 
Chaplain of P.O.S. of A.; ULC dele- 
gate, Toronto, Can. 


DANIEL FRANKLIN NEWHART 


beeApr. 23, 1920;. Treichlers, ‘s: 
Elvin D. and Estella M. (Bossard) 
Newhart; grad. Northampton High 
School 1938; Allentown Preparatory 
School 1939; Muhlenberg College 
1943; Philadelphia Seminary 1945; 
S.0.M. degree 1956, Phila. Sem.— 
Thesis: “The Use of Stained Glass in 
Modern Church Architecture”; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1945 at St. Michael’s, 
Germantown; pastor, Conyngham 
Parish (Trinity, Mountain Grove and 
Christ, Conyngham; Trinity, Moun- 
tain Grove dropped in 1947) 1945- 
1949; Maxatawny Parish (Zion, 
Maxatawny, St. Paul’s, Mertztown 
and St. Peter’s (Becker’s), Molltown) 
1949-1952; Bethany, West Reading 
1952 to present; m. Helen Jean Barr, 
Nov. 10, 1945; children, Susan Ruth, 
Thomas Daniel, Mark Timothy; mem. 
Union Church Commission 1958; 
chm. Promotion of The Lutheran 
1954-1958; Lutheran World Action 
Comm. 1953-1956; pres. Reading 
Conf; 1957-1958; »ULC delegate, 
Dayton, O. 
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FRANK EDMUND RADCLIFFE 


b. Jan. 22, 1914, Chapman Quar- 
ries, s. Henry and Namah (Young) 
Radcliffe; grad. Nazareth High 
School 1931; Muhlenberg College 
1935; Philadelphia Seminary 1938; 
B.D. degree Phila: Semi9e1940; 
D.D. Muhlenberg College 1956; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1938 in Christ, Allen- 
town; pastor, Robeson Lutheran Par- 
ish (St. John’s, Gibraltar and Robe- 
son, Plowville) 1938-1944; Holy 
Spirit, Reading 1944 to present; m. 
Katherine E. M. Kohler, June 235, 
1938; children, Beverly Louise, Ron- 
ald Brian and Cynthia Sue; treas. 
Reading Conf.; Board of Trustees, 
Muhlenberg College; Ministerium 
Board of Inner Missions; Board of 
Directors Spang Crest Home, Leba- 
non; delegate ULC, Seattle, Wash. 


CLARENCE DEWEY REESER, JR. 


b. June 13, 1922, Reading, s. Clar- 
ence Dewey, Sr. and Hannah Eliza- 
beth (Rohrbach) Reeser; grad. Read- 
ing Senior High School 1940; U. S. 
Army 3 yrs.; grad. Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1950; Philadelphia Seminary 
1953; ord. Min. of Penna. 1954 in 
St. Paul’s Church, Longswamp; pas- 
tor, St. Paul’s, Longswamp 1954- 
1955; asst. pastor, Holy Redeemer, 
Reading 1955 to present; unmarried. 
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WEBSTER KEEHN REINERT 


b. Feb. 17, 1907, Oley, s. George 
W. and Amelia (Hess) Reinert; grad. 
Oley High School 1923; Keystone 
State Normal School 1925; Muhlen- 
berg College 1929; Philadelphia Sem- 
inary 1932; ord. Min. of Penna. 1932 
in Grace, Phillipsburg, N. J.; pastor, 
Grace, Phillipsburg, N. J. 1932-1946; 
supt., The Lutheran Home, Topton 
1946 to present; m. Mary C. Leven- 
good, June 18, 1932; children, Robert 
K., Frederick W., Jean Louise, wife 
of Frank J. McFarland, Jr.; mem. 
Topton Rotary Club; pres. former 
New Jersey Conf. of the Min. of 
Penna. 1937-1940; delegate to ULC 
Conventions, Omaha, Neb. and Louis- 
ville, Ky.; Synodical Comm. on Re- 
vision of Constitution of the Minis- 
terlum 1942; mem. Foreign Missions 
Comm. of Ministerium 1943-1944; 
mem. Examining Comm. of Synod 
1945-1949. 


KARL LUTHER REISNER 


b. Aug. 5, 1887, Mercersburg, 
s. Lewis Casimir and Katherine 
Sophia (Koch) Reisner; grad. Mer- 
cersburg Academy 1906; Muhlenberg 
College 1910; Philadelphia Seminary 
1913; graduate work Univ. of Penna. 
and Phila. Sem. 1925; ord. Min. of 
Penna. in St. John’s, Philadelphia 
1913; pastor, St. Simeon’s, Philadel- 
phia 1913-1919; Church of the Re- 
deemer, Atlanta, Ga. 1919-1924; 
Leesport Parish (Epler’s, Trinity, 
Leesport; Good Shepherd, Tuckerton; 
St. John’s (Gernant’s), Leesport) 
1926-1949; m. Laura Helen Heaney, 
June 18, 1914; children, Frank 
Heaney and Helen, wife of Charles 
R. Gibson; first chm. Berks Co. 
Luth. World Action Comm., 4 yrs.; 
comm. mem. of Temple Relief, 1913- 
1933; Inter-racial Comm. of Council 
of Churches, Atlanta, Ga.; manager, 
work room for unemployed women, 
Atlanta, Ga.; Board of Managers, 
Reading Inner Mission Society; Board 
of Inner Missions, Min. of Penna.; 
chm. Comm. of Home Missions, 
Reading Conf.; vice-pres. Georgia- 
Alabama Synod; retired in 1949. 
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MARTIN LUTHER 
ROTHENBERGER 


b. Mar. 22, 1921, Oley, s. Charles 
S. and Ellie A. (Reinert) Rothen- 
berger; grad. Oley Consolidated High 
School 1938; Muhlenberg College 
1942; B.D. degree Philadelphia Sem- 
inary 1945; ord. Min. of Penna. Feb. 
1945 at St. Michael’s, Philadelphia; 
pastor, Epiphany, South Temple 1945- 
1947; Stouchsburg Parish, Stouchs- 
burg 1947-1954; St. Paul’s, Fleetwood 
1954 to present; m. Kathryn S. Her- 
zog, May 15, 1943; child, Larry 
Martin; mem. Fleetwood Rotary 
Club, past president; formerly, Rich- 
land Lions Club and _ Rehrersburg 
Lions Club; chm. Home Missions, 
Kutztown District. 


JULIUS SATHMARY 


b. May 12, 1908, Abauj Megye, 
Szikszo, Hungary, s. Paul and Maria 
(Lako) Sathmary; grad. New Brigh- 
ton High School 1924; Bloom- 
field College, Bloomfield, N. J. 1927; 
Bloomfield, N. J. Seminary 1930; 
Geneva College, Beaver Falls 1931; 
ord. into Presbyterian Church, Bea- 
ver, Apr. 30, 1930; ord. into Lu- 
theran Church, Holy Trinity, New 
York City 1935; pastor, (supply) First 
Hungarian Presbyterian, Beaver Falls, 
1930-1932; First Hungarian Presby- 
terian, Leechburg 1932-1935; Holy 
Trinity Hungarian Lutheran, New 
York City 1935-1938; St. John’s 
Lutheran, Perth Amboy, N. J. 1938- 
1940; First Hungarian Lutheran, New 
Brunswick, N. J. 1940-1954; St. 
John’s, Mohnton 1954 to present; 
m. Helen B. Taylor, Mar. 15, 1933; 
child, Helen Shirley; vice-pres. 
Mohnton Borough Council;  vice- 
pres. Mohnton Civic League; chap- 
lain of prisons, Middlesex Co., N.J. 
14 yrs.; N. J. State Rent Control 
Board mem. 4 yrs.; mem. United 
Nations High Commission to Yugo- 
slavia 1957; pres. of Hungarian Conf. 
1952-1954; conference director 
L.W.A. 1954-1959; chm. Home 
Missions, West Berks District 1959; 
assisted resettlement of Hungarian 
refugees at Camp Kilmer, New York, 
N. Y. and Austria 1956-1957; Mem. 
Synodical L.W.A. Comm. 1954-1959; 
Mem. Synodical Home Mission Board 
1959; ULC delegate to Harrisburg. 
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ARCHIBALD CLARENCE 
SCHENCK 


bs June 3, 1875, Bethlehem, s. 
Lovine Quintus and Mary Belinda 
Elizabeth (Moerder) Schenck; grad. 
Excelsior High School, Bethlehem 
1892; Muhlenberg College 1897; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1900; D.D. 
degree, Muhlenberg College 1935; 
ord. Min. of Penna. 1900 in St. 
John’s German, Philadelphia; pastor, 
Topton Parish 1900-1902; St. Peter’s, 
North Wales 1902-1908; Bethlehem, 
Philadelphia 1908-1927; asst. supt. of 
Home Missions, Min. of Penna. 1927- 
1932; pastor, Grace, Reading 1932- 
1948; stated supply, St. James, Gei- 
gertown 1949-1957; retired 1957, 
residence R.D. 2, Telford; m. Hattie 
Olive Ritter, 1901, entered into life 
1916; children, A. Carl, Paul Edward, 
the Rev. Robert James, Elizabeth R. 
wife of the Rev. Allyn Robinson; sec- 
ond m. Lucy Ressig, 1918; sec. Norris- 
town Conf. while in residence; Head 
of S. S. Union in Phila. for teachers 
Dio eo mOl Con. pres. Philas Cont,; 
pres. United Pastoral Assn.; Exam- 
ining Comm. of Synod; sec. German- 
town Home 16 yrs.; delegate to 
Convention of General Council just 
before its becoming part of ULCA; 
delegate to First Convention of 
ULCA, N. Y. 1918, also Louisville, 
Ky. 


JOHN SAMUEL SOWA 


b. Nov. 28, 1898, Reading, s. Fred- 
erick J. and Louise Henrietta (Kolb) 
Sowa; grad. Reading High School 
1917; Wagner College, N.Y. 1921; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1924; ord. 
Min. of Penna. 1924 in Salem, 
Bethlehem; pastor, St. John’s, Berrys- 
burg and St. John’s, Lykens 1924- 
1928; Sinking Spring-Riverside Parish 
1929-1956; Riverside-Kissinger’s Par- 
ish 1929 to present; unmarried. 
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PAUL HERBERT SPOHN 


b. July 23, 1933, Allentown, s. Paul 
R. and Helen May (Boger) Spohn; 
grad. Allentown High School 1951; 
Muhlenberg College 1955; Philadel- 
phia Seminary 1958; ord. Min. of 
Penna. 1958 at Easton; pastor, Grim- 
ville Parish (New Jerusalem, New 
Bethel-Zion, Frieden’s, New Bethel) 
June 1, 1958 to present; m. Jane Ann 
Sassaman, June 9, 1956. 


GUNTHER JOHN STIPPICH 


b. April 13, 1914, Collinsville, 
Conn, s. Herman and Maria (Paul- 
sen) Stippich; grad. Seymour High 
School, Conn. 1932; Wagner College 
1936; Philadelphia Seminary 1939; 
S.T.M. degree Phila. Sem. 1950; ord. 
N. Y. and N. E. Synod 1939, Albany, 
N. Y.; asst. pastor St. Matthew’s, 
Bronx, N. Y. 1939-1941; pastor, 
Emanuel, Brooklyn, N. Y. 1941-1944; 
St. Michael’s, Philadelphia 1944-1949; 
St. John’s, Reading 1949 to present; 
m. Elsie Bothe, 1939; ULC delegate 
to Harrisburg. 
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CLARENCE HESS SWAVELY 


b. June 2, 1891, Amityville, s. 
Mahlon R. and _ Violetta (Hess) 
Swavely; grad. Muhlenberg College 
1918; Phliadelphia Seminary 1922; 
M.A. degree Univ. of Penna. 1922; 
B.D. 1923 and S.T.M. 1931 Phila. 
Sem.; D.D. Muhlenberg College 1953; 
ord. Min. of Penna. in Philadelphia 
1922; commissioned as missionary to 
India, Spring City 1922; arrived 
Rajahmundry, India 1922; m. Isie 
Lenore Weygandt, Feb. 14, 1924; 
children, the Rev. John A., Elizabeth 
eaeeutier-sJames;,. mem. teaching 
staff, Andhra Christian College, Gun- 
tur, India, 1925 to present; vice-prin- 
cipal 1925-1927; principal 1944-1945, 
1948-1950; treas., Andhra Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 1925-1929, 1936- 
1938, 1957 to present; Bursar, 
Andhra Christian College 1934 to 
present; editor, “The Gospel Witness” 
1936-1944; “The Lutheran Enterprise 
in India” 1952; “One Hundred Years 
in the Andhra Country” 1942; foreign 
mission pastor for St. John’s, Boyer- 
town 1928 to present. 


LUKE SYLVESTER SWEITZER 


b. Nov. 11, 1896, Robeson Twp., 
s. Ottis and Margaret (Sweitzer) 
Sweitzer; grad. Keystone State Nor- 
mal School 1917; taught school 3 
yrs.; grad. Muhlenberg College 1923; 
Philadelphia Seminary 1926; M.A. 
degree Univ. of Penna. 1933; ord. 
Min. of Penna. in Christ, Allentown 
1926; pastor, Amityville Parish 1926- 
1928; Nativity, Reading 1928 to pres- 
ent; m. Martha M. Minner, Sept. 20, 
1927; child, Ronald Luke; pres. Read- 
ing Conf. and Lutheran Pastoral 
Assn. of Reading; Board of Managers 
of Lutheran Inner Mission Society 
of Reading 6 yrs.; Board of Inner 
Missions 6 yrs.; Board of Home Mis- 
sions 6 yrs.; delegate to ULC Con- 
ventions in Omaha, Neb. and Louis- 
ville, Ky. 
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WILSON EDWARD TOUHSAENT 


b. Feb. 7, 1918, Philadelphia, s. 
Edward T. and Margaret M. 
(Schmidt) Touhsaent; grad. West 
Philadelphia High School 1936; Muh- 
lenberg College 1940; Philadelphia 
Seminary B.D. degree 1943; Union 
Seminary and Columbia Univ. M.A. 
1947; ord. by Illinois Synod 1943 at 
Joliet, Ill.; pastor, Luther Memorial, 
Springfield, Ill. 1943-1944; chaplain 
U. S. Navy 1945-1946; Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
(asst. to pastor) 1946-1947; Rose- 
mont, Bethlehem 1947-1951; chaplain 
U. S. Navy 1951-1954; Atonement, 
Wyomissing 1954 to present; m. Betty 
Jane Sell, June 5S, 1943; children, 
Robert Edward, Cynthia Margaret, 
Thomas Timothy. 


KENNETH MARK TREXLER 


b. Aug. 29, 1933, Laureldale, s. the 
Rev. Mark K. and Blanche A. (Mor- 
gan) Trexler; grad. Muhlenberg 
Twp. High School 1951; Muhlen- 
berg College 1955 (summa cum 
laude); Philadelphia Seminary 1958; 
ord. Min. of Penna. May 1958, St. 
Luke’s, Easton; asst. pastor, Holy 
Spirit, Reading 1958 to present; 
unmarried. 
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MARK KENNETH TREXLER 


b. May 29, 1898, Topton, s. Morris 
Deedes Hattie rAy 4(Saul) Trexler; 
grad. Keystone State Normal School 
1916; taught school in West Lawn 
and Kutztown High School 1916- 
1918; Muhlenberg Unit S.A.T.C. 
1918; grad. Muhlenberg College 
1921; Philadelphia Seminary 1924; 
Bubds-deeree, Phila. Sem. 1926; ord. 
Min. of Penna. at Salem, Bethlehem 
1924; pastor, Calvary Church, Laurel- 
dalem 1924 to present; m. Blanche 
A. Morgan, June 17, 1924; children, 
Carolyn Jane, wife of Glenn H. 
Woods, Hazel Morgan, wife of 
George W. Hammond, Ruth Eileen, 
wife of the Rev. Richard R. Boyer; 
the Rev. Kenneth Mark; five grand- 
children; Conf. sec. 1941-1944; Conf. 
pres. 1944-1947; mem. American Le- 
gion, American Numismatic Assn., 
Board of Trustees, Lutheran Home, 
Topton, 6 yrs.; delegate to ULC Con- 
ventions, Baltimore, Md., Minne- 
apolis, Minn., Cleveland, O.; Execu- 
tive Board of the Min. of Penna. 
1955-1957; Publicity Comm., Min. of 
Penna., 9 yrs., chm., 3 yrs. 


LAWRENCE ROBERT TROPP, JR. 

b. Dec. 18, 1925, Minersville, s. 
Lawrence and Florence (Orf) Tropp; 
grad. Pottsville High School 1944; 
Muhlenberg College 1950; Philadel- 
phia Seminary 1955; ord. Min. of 
Penna. St. Michael’s, Philadelphia 
1955; pastor, Spies-Oley Parish, in- 
cluding Zion (Spies) and _ Christ, 
Spangsville 1955-1957; parish then 
divided; pastor, Christ, Spangsville 
1958 to present; unmarried; Conf. | 
Luther League advisor 1956-1957. : 
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JAN C. WALKER 


b. Oct. 15, 1931, ReadingyesacG 
Jack and Dorothy Mae (Clemmer) 
Walker; grad. Reading High School 
1949; Union College 1953; attended 
Univ. of St. Andrew’s in Scotland 
1951-1952; grad. Philadelphia Semi- 
nary 1956; ord. Min. of Penna. in 
St. John’s, Allentown 1956; United 
States Air Force chaplain 1956 to 
present; m. Jane Elizabeth Russell, 
Aug. 29, 1953; child, Jan Russell. 


ERNEST ADAM WEBER 


b. Oct. 22, 1893, Mt= Joyesastne 
Rev. Adam Monroe and Alma 
Matilda (Rentschler) Weber; grad. 
Boyertown High School 1911; Perki- 
omen Seminary 1912; Muhlenberg 
College 1916; Philadelphia Seminary 
1920; ord. in St. John’s, Boyertown 
1921; taught Boyertown High School 
1920-1922; pastor, Pine Grove Parish, 
Schuylkill Co. 1921-1925; Peace, 
Reading and Christ (Yocum’s) Parish 
1925-1928; Advent, West Lawn 1928- 
1955; m. Clara Jane Webb, Aug. 21, 
1920; children, Richard Webb, David 
Paul and Mary Jane, wife of A. Ed- 
ward Stautler; served with A.E.F. in 
France 1918-1919; mem. Board of 
Trustees, Lutheran Home, Topton 
1940-1951 (pres. of Board 1948- 
1951); sec. Inner Mission Society of 
Reading 1927-1929; sec. and treas., 
Pastoral Assn. 1931-1932; statistician 
Reading Conf. 1931-1933; pres., Pas- 
toral Assn. 1933-1934; treas. Reading 
Conf. 1934-1936; pastoral work Berks 
County Prison and Tuberculosis Sana- 
torium 1936-1938; ULC delegate, 
Columbus, O. 
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ALTON HAROLD WEDDE 


Db. Dec. 12, 1925, Ashland, R.D., s. 
Harold John and Alma _ Alverta 
(Beury) Wedde; grad. Hegins Twp. 
High School 1943; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1950; Philadelphia Seminary 
1952; Phila. Sem. Graduate School 3 
yrs., Univ. of Penna. % yr.; United 
States Army 1943-1946; ord. Min. of 
Penna. 1952 in St. John’s, Strouds- 
burg; pastor, St. James, Limerick 
1952-1955; chaplain, Air Force 1955- 
1958; Trinity, Topton 1958 to present; 
m. Ruth Beverly Peterman, Sept. 2, 
1950; children, Mark Alton, Stephen 
Harold and Ruth Marie. 


RICHARD CHARLES WOLF 


b. Sept. 9, 1931, R:D. 1, Penns- 
burg, s. Herbert R. and Stella Viola 
(Moll) Wolf; grad. East Greenville 
High School 1949; Muhlenberg Col- 
lege 1953; Philadelphia Seminary 
nodose ord.. Min. of. “Penna. in St. 
John’s Allentown 1956; pastor, 
Longswamp Parish (St. Paul’s, Long- 
swamp and St. Paul’s, Mertztown) 
1956 to present; unmarried. 
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WILLIAM JOHN DUCKER 
(Continued from page 273) 


treas. Lutheran Ministers’ Assn. 
Phila. 1951-1952, sec. 1952-1953, vice 
DIGS 955219540 Dresei 190421955 
sec. Historical Society, Min. of 
Penna. 1953-1956; board mem. Lu- 
theran Social Mission Society, Phila. 
1954-1957; treas. Reading Pastoral 
Assn. 1957-1959; board mem. Great- 
er Reading Council of Churches 
1958-1960; ULC Youth Promotion 
rep. to Canada Synod 1941; mem. 
Lutheran Comm. on Scouting 1942- 
1946; National Council, Boy Scouts 
of America 1942-1946; All-Lutheran 
Youth Worker’s Conf. 1940-1950; 
Youth Advisory Section, International 
Council of Religious Education 1940- 
1950; writer “The Augsburg Teach- 
er,” “The Parish School,” “The Lu- 
theran”; All-Lutheran Topics Comm. 
1944-1950. 


JOHN JACOB ZIEGLER, JR. 


b. May 1, 1931, Lancaster, s. John 
J. and Esther Mae (McKelly) Zieg- 
ler; grad. J. P. McCaskey High 
School, Lancaster 1949; Muhlenberg 
College 1953; Philadelphia Seminary 
1956; ord. Min. of Penna. 1956 at 
Allentown; assistant pastor, Christ, 
Upper Darby 1956-1958; pastor, St. 
Matthew’s, Reading 1958 to present; 
m. Gloria Ruth Semmel, June 7, 1953; 
children Cynthia Lee, Alyssa Ruth. 


IRWIN ELIAS HECKMAN 

(Continued from page 281) 
of Walter H. Furler, Lee G. and Irwin 
Luke; 13 grandchildren; sec. North- 
west Conf. of Sus. Synod; sec. Clinton 
Co. Ministerium; sec. and pres. Cum- 
berland Valley Lutheran Fellowship; 
board mem. Allegheny Lutheran 
Home, Hollidaysburg; sec. and pres. 
Peters-St. Thomas Min., Lemasters; 
mem. board Lutheran Inner Mission 
Society of Reading; mem. Synodical 
Foreign Missions Comm.; Foreign 
Missions representative in cabinet of 
West Berks district. 
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THE AUXILIARIES 
United Lutheran Church Men 


The first effort to establish men’s organizations in the Reading 
Conf. blossomed for awhile, but did not endure. 

At a meeting of the Lutheran Church Councils of Reading in 
Alsace Church, June 1920, the Rev. Charles L. Fry, eastern field 
secretary of the Brotherhood of the United Lutheran Church ex- 
plained the work of a Brotherhood and urged the formation of such 
an organization in the Conference. Theodore C. Abele, George M. 
Jones, Robert L. Strohecker, and William J. Frederick were named 
a committee to promote organization of a Brotherhood in all con- 
gregations. Sept. 21, 1920, Harry G. Gerberich, western field secre- 
tary of the Brotherhood addressed a large men’s meeting in Trinity 
Church, Reading. This resulted in the formation of ‘““The Associated 
Lutheran Brotherhoods of Berks County”, Nov. 10, 1920. Enthusi- 
asm ran high and after forming a permanent organization, these first 
officers were elected: pres., Theodore C. Abele; vice-pres., Prof. 
S. P. Dietrich; sec., Charles M. Shully; treas., Gilbert Snyder. The 
executive committee consisted of the officers and George M. Jones, 
William J. Frederick and Robert L. Strohecker. 

At the end of the first year, 11 congregational units had been 
organized. Because of the activity of this new organization, the lay- 
men’s meeting of Synod was invited to meet with the Brotherhoods 
of the County during the meeting of Synod in Reading in 1921. Out 
of this meeting came the inspiration for the organization of the 
Brotherhood of the Min. of Penna. The convention for organization 
of the Ministerium Brotherhood was held in Trinity Church, Reading, 
Decmor1 921. 

In 1923 the officers were: pres., John O. Haines; sec., Ralph 
G. Swavely; treas., Gilbert Snyder. The executive committee con- 
sisted of the officers and the president of the congregational Brother- 
hoods. 

Sometime after 1923 interest lagged and the movement, so 
bravely started, ceased to exist. 

A second and more fruitful attempt was to follow. 

From a faded letter dated April 9, 1932, comes the announce- 
ment of an initial meeting in Grace Church, Reading, calling for the 
organization of a Reading Conf. Brotherhood. The letter tells 
of the purpose of the Min. of Penna. to organize a Brotherhood in 
each of ten conferences and says Reading will be the fourth to 
organize. Committeemen who signed the letter were John E. Esterly, 
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Lewis G. Early, Dr. George S. Schlegel, S. G. Frederich, David L. 
Franciscus, Edwin J. Deininger, the Rev. Mark K. Trexler. 

Ralph Schatz, Allentown attorney and Lutheran layman, was 
the speaker. The meeting turned out to be possibly the largest 
gathering of Lutheran men up to then and since. Attendance was 
631, representing 49 congregations. The first officers were: pres., 
Edward J. Deininger, Grace, Reading; Ist vice-pres., Lyman Schaum, 
St. Elias, Newmanstown; 2nd vice-pres., Edmund Deam, St. Mark’s, 
Birdsboro; 3rd vice-pres., Pierce Wenrich, St. John’s, Mohnton; 
4th vice-pres., William S. Christ, Kutztown; sec., Ralph Lehman, 
Atonement, Wyomissing; treas., Herbert L. Schmoyer, St. John’s, 
Boyertown. 

The second semi-annual meeting was held in St. Michael’s, 
Tilden Township. Sept. 26, 1932. Pres. E. J. Deininger presided. 
Speakers were George M. Jones, Esq., Trinity, Reading, and J. Mil- 
ton Deck, Philadelphia, pres. of the Brotherhood of the Min. of 
Penna. ! 

At a meeting in St. John’s, Sinking Spring, Mar. 21, 1941, Ira 
C. R. Guldin was elected pres. of the Reading Conf. Brotherhoods, 
and served until April, 1947. This was a difficult period during World 
War II because many members of the Brotherhood were called into 
the service of their country. The work of the Brotherhood was forced 
into a period of inactivity. In April, 1947, another reorganization 
meeting was held. Paul E. Dahms, a member of Calvary, Laurel- 
dale, was elected pres. and served until Jan., 1951. 

Tribute should be paid to the late George J. Schmehl, an active 
member of St. Daniel’s, Robesonia, long a champion of the work 
of the Brotherhood, who was elected treas. in Oct., 1937, and 
served faithfully and efficiently to his demise in Sept., 1955. 

From the limited records available from the period 1932 to 
1950 the following congregational units were members at one time 
or another of the Conference Brotherhood: St. Daniel’s, Robesonia; 
Zion, Windsor Castle; St. John’s, Kutztown; St. John’s, Sinking 
Spring; Calvary, Laureldale; Trinity, Topton; Advent, West Lawn; 
Hope, Reading; Grace, Shillington; Trinity, Kutztown; Elias, New- 
manstown; Epiphany, South Temple; Grace, Reading; Bethany, West 
Reading; St. Luke’s, Reading; St. John’s, Boyertown. 

Jan. 11, 1951, a group of men, interested in furthering the 
work of the Brotherhood met in Bethany, West Reading, to again 
reorganize the Conference Brotherhood. It is interesting to note 
that up to this period there were four or five reorganization meetings 
called and new officers elected, to attempt to revitalize the Brother- 
hood in the Conference. At this meeting an entire new slate of officers 
were elected headed by Richard H. Snell, Bethany, West Reading, 
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as pres. There were six active, or contributing congregational 
units, and three inactive units represented at this meeting. 


It was evident that the men present were determined that the 
Brotherhood should be strengthened and take its place as the men’s 
auxiliary of the church. The new administration immediately started 
a program of visitation, first to the units that were affiliated, and then 
to the inactive units. Bi-monthly meetings of the officers were held 
on a rotating basis in each unit’s home church. These meetings 
have been held uninterruptedly since 1951. Annual dinners and 
Ladies’ Nights have been held each year. Family Rallies were spon- 
sored during the summer either at St. Daniel’s Memorial Ampli- 
theater, Robesonia, or the grove adjacent to Christ Church, Stouchs- 
burg, and representatives of the ULC or Min. of Penna. addressed 
the assemblage. Music for these affairs was provided by senior choirs 
of the member units. A Night of Music sponsored by the Brother- 
hood of the Conference was held during the years 1952-1954 and 
were presented by the choirs of the affiliated units. 


Beginning with Jan. 1951, the following congregational units 
in the Reading Conf. were affiliated with the Brotherhood of the 
Min. of Penna. and the ULCA: St. Daniel’s, Robesonia; Calvary, 
Laureldale; Advent, West Lawn; Hope, Reading; Grace, Shillington; 
Trinity, Kutztown; Bethany, West Reading; St. Luke’s, Reading; St. 
John’s, Boyertown. Through an intensive program of visitation the 
following new units were chartered through the years 1951-1956: 
Grace, Reading; St. James, Reading; St. Mark’s, Birdsboro; Zion, 
Windsor Castle; Grimville Parish; St. Paul’s, Reading; Christ, Stouchs- 
burg; Christ, Glenside; and St. Mark’s, Reading. 

At the annual dinner in Jan. 1955, Richard H. Snell, who served 
as president of the Conference Brotherhood since 1951, retired, and 
Albert J. Henrich, a member of Calvary, Laureldale, was elected 
pres., but served only one year, having moved out of the state. 
At the annual dinner in Jan. 1956, George J. Rauch of Christ, 
Stouchsburg, was elected pres. and has served since. 

During 1957, the following new units were organized and 
chartered: Bethany, Stony Creek Mills; St. John’s, Mohnton; St. 
Michael’s, Tilden Township. In 1958 these were added: St. John’s, 
Hamburg; St. James, Geigertown; Zion, Spies; St. Paul’s, Longswamp; 
St. Paul’s, Fleetwood. It is interesting that during the period 1951- 
1958 there was not a loss of any units. 

The 1957 Convention of the Brotherhood of the ULCA at 
Pittsburgh voted to adopt a new constitution, and also change the 
name of Brotherhood to United Lutheran Church Men of the ULCA. 
The Executive Committee of the Brotherhood of the Ministerium 
followed a similar transition, and in Jan. 1958, the Executive Com- 
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mittee of the Brotherhood of the Conference followed suit and the 
official name became the United Lutheran Church Men of the 
Reading Conf. During 1958 there were five new units organized 
and at least nine more preparing to affiliate. 


The 25th anniversary banquet of the ULCM (Brotherhood) 
of the Conference was held in Calvary, Laureldale, April 26, 1958, 
with an attendance of about 250 men and ladies. 

1958 officers were: pres., George J. Rauch, Christ, Stouchs- 
burg; Ist vice-pres., Dr. James Feeman, Bethany, West Reading; 
2nd vice-pres., Myles C. Hahn, St. Luke’s, Reading; 3rd vice-pres., 
Roy J. Wenrich, Calvary, Laureldale; sec., LeRoy Mohn, Hope, 
Reading; treas., Richard H. Snell, Bethany, West Reading. 


Presidents of the Conference Brotherhood have been: Edward 
J. Deininger 1932-1933; Harry E. Sowers 1933-1940; Ira C. R. 
Guldin 1941-1947; Paul E. Dahms 1947-1951; Richard H. Snell 
1951-1954; Albert J. Henrich 1954-1955; George J. Rauch 1955 to 
present. 

With the adoption of the District plan to replace the conferences 
in the Ministerium as of Jan. 1959, and in order that the 26 units 
already organized be able to carry on their individual programs of 
evangelism and stewardship and scouting, an election was held in 
1958 at which two officers were elected from each of the three dis- 
tricts, namely, Reading, Western Berks and Kutztown, the purpose be- 
ing that these newly elected officers be trained in leadership and re- 
sponsibility, and also be able to work with the newly elected dean and 
secretary of each district, and that by the fall of 1959, an election 
would be held for officers of the ULCM of each district. A broad 
training program for officers of every congregational unit was laid 
to help them become more familiar with their individual duties and 
enable them to be stronger in discharging their duties, and effect a 
broader program in their own congregations, their district and the 
church at large. 

With the overall program of the church centered chiefly in 
evangelism and stewardship, the Kings Men Crusade was initiated 
by the ULCM of the ULCA. This is a continuing program of con- 
gregational evangelism to increase worship in the church and the 
home. The ULCM of the Conference played an important part in the 
Area Mission program and the Stewardship Sector Project during 
1956 and 1957. 

Scouting is also a large part of the program of the Brotherhood. 
Nearly every one of the 26 affiliated units is sponsoring a Boy Scout 
Troop in their own congregation. The Brotherhood sponsored the 
Pro Deo et Patria Award for the Boy Scouts and the Lamb Award 
for active Scouters. 
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As the history of the Reading Conf. closes, a new era in 
the life of every Lutheran in Berks County is expanded. Under the 
District plan, more laymen shall be called into closer activity with 
their districts. The theme adopted at Pittsburgh in 1957, “Workers 
together with Christ, Each One Bring One” is a daily challenge to 
every ULC man to strive to effectively strengthen the membership 
of his own congregational unit, enlarge the work in the district, 
organize new units and set the program of the ULCM firmly to the 
end that eventually every congregation in the district of the Min. of 
Penna. shall have a strong, active affiliated unit. To this end the 26 
units of the Conference with a contributing membership of nearly 
500 members close the year 1958, and begin the year 1959 divided 
only on a district basis, but united always as the ULCM of the ULCA. 

The following men serve as officers of the ULCM in their re- 
spective districts: pres., George J. Rauch, Christ, Stouchsburg; 1st 
vice-pres., Myles Hahn, St. Luke’s, Reading; 2nd vice-pres., Harvey 
Deck, Christ, Stouchsburg; 3rd vice-pres. George S. Christman, Trin- 
ity, Kutztown; sec., Robert Stitzel, Trinity, Kutztown; treas., Richard 
H. Snell, Bethany, West Reading. Snell is also serving his church as 
pres. of the ULCM of the Min. of Penna. as well as sec. of the 
ULCM of the ULCA. 

The affiliated units are: Advent, West Lawn; Bethany, Stony 
Creek Mills; Bethany, West Reading; Calvary, Laureldale; Christ, 
Reading; Christ, Stouchsburg; Grace, Reading; Grace, Shillington; 
The Grimville Parish; Hope, Reading; St. Daniel’s, Robesonia; St. 
James, Geigertown; St. James, Reading; St. John’s, Hamburg; St. 
John’s, Mohnton; St. Luke’s, Reading; St. Mark’s, Birdsboro; St. 
Mark’s, Reading; St. Michael’s, Tilden Township; St. Paul’s, Fleet- 
wood; St. Paul’s, Longswamp; St. Paul’s, Reading; Trinity, Reading; 
Zion (Spies), Alsace Township; Zion, Windsor Castle; St. John’s, 
Boyertown. 
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United Lutheran Church Women 


This organization was first known as the Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Mission Society. The society was organized in the chapel of 
Trinity Church May 13, 1896. Consecrated and faithful women of 
Trinity, St. James, and Hope congregations of Reading; Trinity, 
Kutztown; Trinity, Leesport; St. John’s, Hamburg; and St. John’s, 
Boyertown responded to the invitation to attend the meeting. Mrs. 
H. H. Muhlenberg acted as the temporary president and Miss Emma 
Endlich was temporary secretary. 

The representatives decided that a permanent organization be 
formed. The constitution of the Philadelphia society was adopted 
with a few changes. After the adoption of the constitution the first 
officers were elected: pres., Mrs. Jerome Boyer; vice-pres., Mrs. 
F. K. Bernd; recording sec., Miss Emma Endlich; corresponding 
sec., Mrs. William Murphy; treas., Miss Sue Boyer. 

The first annual convention was held in Trinity, Reading, May 
5, 1897. The receipts for the first year amounted to $77.36. Mrs. 
Samuel Laird, Philadelphia, pres. of the Woman’s Society of the 
Synodical organization addressed the convention on “Medical Mis- 
sions” and presented plans for the publication of a missionary maga- 
zine to be known as “The Mission Worker”. Later Miss Emma 
Endlich became its editor and Miss Nora Iaeger, was business man- 
ager. Both these ladies came from Reading. This magazine has since 
merged with “Lutheran Woman’s Work” published by the ULCW 
of the ULCA. This magazine is an important tool whereby we can 
travel, through study and prayer completely around the world. There 
were more than 1000 subscribers to “Lutheran Woman’s Work” in 
the Reading Conf. The other speaker at the convention was the 
Rev. U. P. Heilman, who spoke in the interest of the Lutheran 
Orphans’ Home at Topton, now known as “The Lutheran Home at 
Topton”. The women were moved to tears and decided that the 
offering amounting to $9.45 be dedicated and given to the Rev. Heil- 
man, for the cause of the Home, according to the Master’s instruc- 
tion beginning work at home, and then going forth to all the world. 

May 13, 1914, the women decided to change the name from 
the Woman’s Home and Foreign Mission Society to the “Women’s 
Missionary Society of the Reading Conference”. This was done to 
conform with the name of the Synodical organization of the Min. 
of Penna. Life memberships were mentioned and instituted for the 
first time. 

Nov. 16, 1918, representatives of the three women’s societies be- 
longing to the General Synod, the General Council and the United 
Synod of the South met in Holy Trinity Church, New York City, 
and voted to become one auxiliary organization of the newly formed 
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United Lutheran Church in America. This was the beginning of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the ULC. The delegates to this con- 
vention were: Mrs. Walter S. Wells, Mrs. Edgar A. Krauss, Mrs. 
B. J. Zweizig and Mrs. Samuel E. Knabb. These women expressed 
themselves in these words, “What an enormous amount of good can 
be accomplished by the 400,000 members comprising this vast body.” 
The following year in convention, the constitution was revised and 
altered to conform with the requisites of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the ULC. Whenever changes were made in the General 
body, the local women made the necessary changes, perhaps with a 
little reluctance, yet hoping that these directives would be to the 
best advantage for the work of the church through their organization. 

The pattern of organization and its functioning has been fun- 
damentally the same since 1918. The purpose was and still is, “‘to 
promote missionary education and financially to aid the missionary 
operations of the church.” Later, in the early thirties the purpose, 
both educationally and financially, was broadened to include work 
with the various boards of the church, although missionary work 
and the evangelization of the world still receive the greatest em- 
phasis. The systematic way of giving by each local society was 
adopted at this time. 

The first dinner rally was held in Rajah Temple in celebration 
of the 30th anniversary with an attendance of 394. This dinner 
rally became an annual incentive for the women. 


In 1926 the membership reached 1002. A plea came to the 
women at this time from the Home Mission Board of the Minis- 
terium for $500 to aid in reducing the indebtedness of some of the 
mission churches which had been established in the Reading Conf. 

In celebration of the 40th anniversary, a Life Membership and 
In Memoriam shower was conducted which included 41 Life Mem- 
berships and 5 memorials. Due to the depression there was a notice- 
able drop in membership. 

The 50th anniversary in 1946 was celebrated with another 
Life Membership and In Memoriam shower which included 130 
Life Memberships, 10 Memorials and 11 Transferals. At this time 
there were 43 societies in the Reading Conf. with a membership of 
999. The receipts for this 50th year were $6591.33. 

To celebrate the 60th anniversary, the local organization pre- 
sented a “Love gift” at their convention in Nov. in Trinity, 
Kutztown, totaling $2200. The membership totaled 2024 in 66 
societies and receipts for 1956 amounted to $15,392.80. The Synod- 
ical organization was again entertained in 1957. This had been done 
at regular times previously. In 1956 the name of the organization was 
changed to the United Lutheran Church Women of the Reading 
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Conf. to conform with the change of name of the ULC Women in 
America, at their Cleveland convention. The constitution was again 
revised to conform with the organization on the General level. The 
pattern of organization was changed from department secretaries 
to four functional committee chairmen, namely: Membership, Educa- 
tion, Christian Service and Offerings. Offerings were reduced to two, 
a monthly offering and a quarterly Thank Offering. Objectives re- 
mained the same, supporting the various boards of the church 
through education and financial contributions. 

The women in convention at St. Luke’s, Reading, in 1957, voted 
to support a Missionary Nurse, Martha A. Reed, serving in Malaya. 
Ingathering of the Martha A. Reed fund took place at the annual 
spring dinner, April 17, 1958, in Rajah Temple. There were 471 
women in attendance and contributions to the fund amounted to 
$1868.60. 

When the organization ceased to function as a conference or- 
ganization, Dec. 31, 1958, there were 70 local groups with 2196 
members. The receipts for 1958 amounted to $17,156.57. 

Nov. 6, 1958, the final convention was held at St. John’s, 
Boyertown, which had representatives at the first meeting in Trinity 
Chapel May 31, 1896. Represented at this convention were 61 or- 
ganizations. 

Officers were: pres., Mrs. Clifton B. Eshbach; vice-pres., Mrs. F. 
LeRoy Taney; recording sec., Mrs. William Grim; statistical sec., 
Mrs. John L. Long; treas., Mrs. Roy S. Aukamp. 

The growth of the organization both numerically and finan- 
cially through the years has been steady. Since 1949 when free-will 
offerings were first introduced, the policy for giving of the ULC “to 
give as we are able or to give as the Lord has blessed us”, has been 
stressed as the means of securing offerings. 

The aims of the early missionary societies have been retained 
through the years and to them have been added responsibilities of 
Christian Service wherever the need existed. 

Thus ended the work of the ULCW of the Reading Conf. We 
thank God for the many faithful women, their leadership and de- 
voted service in the great work of their organization for the church 
during the 62 years of their history as a conference organization. 
ULC Women rejoice in a past that has been blessed with fruitful- 
ness and look forward to years of continued service in Christ’s 
name as a District organization hoping to continue the work of the 
church. 
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The Luther League 


The Central Luther League of Reading and vicinity or the Dis- 
trict Luther League of Berks County or the Luther League of the 
Reading Conf., as it was known for many years was organized in the 
rooms of the Young People’s Association of Trinity Church, Read- 
ing, May 18, 1894, by representatives of four local organizations: 
Grace Luther League, Reading; St. James Young People’s Guild, 
Reading; St. Matthew’s Y.P.S. of C.E., Reading; and Trinity Y.P. 
Association. G. H. Huppert and J. C. Holloway represented Grace, 
William H. Parvin and Miss Alice Hemming represented St. James, 
John A. Garner, Adam Z. Haas and Miss Marie Fisher represented 
St. Matthew’s, John F. Christman, C. M. Richards, George M. Jones, 
Miss Rose Dundore and Miss Ella Roeder represented Trinity. These 
four societies had a membership of over 700. First officers were pres., 
G. H. Huppert; first vice-pres., William M. Parvin; second vice-pres., 
John A. Garner; sec., Miss Marie Fisher; treas., John F. Christman. 

The first local convention was held at Grace, Reading, June 18, 
1894, when a constitution was adopted. The name was changed to 
District Luther League of Berks County at Spangsville, Oct. 14, 1909. 

The aim of those who started the Luther League was to train 
young people for active work in the church. Although its purpose was 
not to raise money, the Berks District Luther League contributed to 
the general work of the church. A few years after the Luther League 
was organized, the leaders decided it was necessary to train the chil- 
dren of the church also. Junior Luther Leagues were started and 
included all children to the age of 16. 


Berks District Luther League was among one of the first to 
start the junior work. The Junior Luther League at Grace, Reading, 
was organized May 6, 1898, and was the second Junior League in 
Pennsylvania. Grace Junior League continued as an active organiza- 
tion until the formation of the “Children of The Church” which re- 
placed the League. Grace Junior League started the training of a 
number of leaders in Luther League work, among them, a former 
Junior Luther Leaguer who became the Junior Sec. of the Luther 
League of Penna., Mrs. Miriam Swavely Benjamin. 

The Berks District Luther League entertained five state conven- 
tions: the 2nd in 1895, the 10th in 1903, the 24th in 1917, the 33rd 
in 1926, and again in 1955. The international convention was held 
in Reading, July 2-6, 1931. 

Officers of Berks District in 1926, at the time of the state con- 
vention in Trinity, Reading, were: pres., S. Harvey Neatock; vice- 
pres., Carlton L. Heckman; second vice-pres., the Rev. Harry E. Her- 
man; recording sec., Mrs. Ralph G. Swavely; corresponding sec., Dor- 
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othy Eidam; statistical sec., Alice Roos; literature sec., Mrs. H. Y. 
Yocum; treas., A. P. Body. The executive committee consisted of 
Charles F. Reed, Ralph G. Swavely, Dr. E. W. Mentzer, Henry H. 
Hernan, Walter Naugle, the Rev. David F. Longacre, the Rev. Harry 
E. Herman. 


July 13, 1923, the Berks District Luther League sponsored the 
first Lutheran Reunion at Carsonia Park at which the children of the 
Lutheran Home at Topton were guests. These reunions continued 
for eight years. 


The District Luther League sponsored concerts by the Muhlen- 
berg College Glee Club in 1927 and the Gettysburg College Glee 
Club in 1930. Dec. 13, 1928, a pageant of religious education “The 
Lamp” in which there were 225 participants from the leagues of the 
whole district, which according to the newspapers, was the greatest 
achievement of Berks District Luther League, was presented in 
Grace, Reading, with an audience of 1500. 


Mar. 14, 1929, at the 70th semi-annual convention held in Hope, 
Reading, the District Luther League passed the motion to provide 
the swimming pool at the Lutheran Home at Topton. The pool is 
85 by 25 feet with walls and bottom of reinforced concrete. Depth 
of water ranges from two and one-half to five feet. At the north end 
a depth of seven feet allows diving. The pool was formally presented 
to the Home at the 37th Anniversary Day exercises of the Home, 
Aug. 16, 1934, by James S. Hinkley, pres. of Berks District Luther 
League. Total cost was $3694.10. 


Various events were sponsored to aid in providing funds for 
this project by the Berks District Luther League, among them a con- 
cert by John Goss and his London Singers, which was held in the 
ballroom of the Abraham Lincoln Hotel. The individual leagues also 
contributed to the swimming pool fund. 


In order to entertain the International Convention of the Luther 
League in July 1931, the Berks District Luther League purchased a 
restaurant stand at the Reading Fair, which was operated for several 
years to raise the necessary funds to finance the convention. The 
stand was known as “The Sign of the Emblem”, because of the large 
illuminated Luther Emblem used at the stand. A “Festival of the 
Nations” was sponsored by the entire District in 1931 when over 
$500 was raised to add to the convention fund. 

Oct. 10, 1935, the United States Marine Band gave an after- 
noon and evening concert in the Park Theatre, sponsored by the 
Berks District Luther League for the benefit of the swimming pool 
fund at which $1000 was realized. 


In 1938 the pageant on Martin Luther, “God in the Midst of 
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Her”, was presented by the District Luther League in Northwest 
Junior High School auditorium. 

The District Luther League completed their quotas assigned 
them by the National Luther League in the Missionary Objectives: 
Administration building Andhra Christian College, India; Luther 
League Hall, Buenos Aires, Argentina; Training School, Monte- 
fluores, Puerto Rico; Chapel in Northern China; Hospital in China; 
Administration building, Lutheran Seminary, Tokyo, Japan. The 
quotas of the Berks District Luther League were always high, usually 
second highest in the Luther League of Pennsylvania. 

The Berks District Luther League cooperated with the Luth- 
eran Inner Mission Society and its work, from the time Sister Edith 
Baden came to Reading, when they assisted at services at the County 
Home and Tuberculosis Sanatorium. The District Luther League 
joined the other youth groups in our community to sponsor the Sun- 
day evening park services during the summer months. Berks District 
Luther League also furnished a dental room in the Lutheran Home 
at Topton. A number of the local Luther Leagues furnished complete 
rooms at the Home at Topton, as well as the Lutheran Hospice in 
Reading. For seven and one-half years, the District Luther League 
had a program on radio station WRAW, each Sunday afternoon, for 
one-half hour. 

Aug. 28, 1930, a Life Service flag was dedicated by the Berks 
District Luther League in memory of A. P. Body, who had served 
as district treas. from 1905 to 1928. This Life Service flag contained 
the names of 27 men, former Luther Leaguers who were in full time 
service in the ministry, three ladies in parish work, and three 
deaconesses. 

It is also interesting to note that the emblem using Martin Lu- 
ther’s Coat of Arms was designed by a Reading jeweler, Gustave A. 
Schlecter in Jan. 1893, which was adopted by the national Luther 
League as its official emblem and was used in pins and badges, as 
well as bookmarks. Mr. Schlecter was a member of St. James, Read- 
ing, and was the first jeweler throughout the national Luther pg 
to make the Luther League emblem into a pin. 

When in 1906 “The Lives of Lutheran Ministers in Bee 
County” was written by the Rev. John W. Early, the Central Luther 
League financed the publication, an edition of 1000 copies. The 
League paid the boys of the Topton Home for binding 200 copies. 

Many Berks Luther Leaguers have served as state officials and 
on the national Luther League committees. 


Weekday Church School 


Junior Luther Leagues and Little Leaguers sponsored by the 
Luther League of America and Light Brigades sponsored by the 
Women’s Missionary Society of America (now United Lutheran 
Church Women) flourished in many churches of the Reading 
Conf. 

At a meeting of the United Lutheran Church in 1938 it was 
decided that all children’s work would be under the direction of the 
then Parish and Church School Board. This board was to cooperate 
with the Luther League and Women’s Missionary Society on projects 
which were sponsored by these groups. The work was to be done 
through the various boards of the church. 

Since Mrs. Kressley, wife of the benevolence secretary and 
member of Holy Spirit Church, was active in children’s work, she was 
appointed the Children of the Church Secretary of the Conference. 
Every year she had meetings with leaders of groups of the Conference 
and in the spring of each year a Children of the Church Rally was 
held. These programs were written by the Board of Parish Education 
and brought in the causes of the ULCA. They were well attended. 
Every year the ULCA had a service of “Dedication of Gifts of the 
Children of the Church”. In 1948 the Reading Conf. under the 
leadership of Miss Bertha A. L. Weber, synodical secretary, was 
chosen for this Service of Dedication. It was held in Alsace Church, 
Bebe? 2: 

In 1939 the Board of Parish Education produced new material 
to be used with these groups. It was based on 10 lessons with a teach- 
er’s book and 10 lesson sheets for the pupils. There were 8 units for 
kindergarten, and 12 units for the primary and junior groups. This 
material was used for many successful weekday and vacation church 
schools. In 1950 this material became obsolete and the program was 
revised. During this time a yearly packet of materials was issued to 
the churches. In 1952 the Board of Parish Education published 
new weekday school material in book form. In 1953 they published 
the Activity (preschool) and Club (6-12 years) programs with 
suggestions for 12 sessions of extra curricular materials for churches 
having meetings every month, and for family nights. Miss Weber had 
the pleasure of writing the 1958-59 Activity Program, “Together 
Around the World”. Included in the new plans for children was the 
Stewardship Program in cooperation with the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Movement. In 1953 the stewardship paper for children, “Let’s Go”, 
was published. Later it was taken over by the Board of Parish 
Education. It is used by many of the churches of the Conference. 
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The Greater Reading Council of Churches sponsors a weekday 
school for 4th, 5th and 6th grades in the city of Reading. The 
Lutheran Weekday Series is being used. The Lutheran Churches 
cooperate by housing groups, giving leaders and pupils. Many of 
the suburban and rural churches have a fine weekday program in 
their own churches. 

Children’s Secretaries of the Conference since Mrs. Kressley 
were: Miss Bertha A. L. Weber (Alsace), Miss Arlene Lease (St. 
Luke’s), Mrs. Ralph Benjamin (Grace) and Miss Mildred Widmyer 
(St. Luke’s). Miss Weber was also Children’s Secretary of the Synod 
from 1947-53 and 1956 to present. 

In 1950 the Board of Parish Education began publishing a 
current Vacation Church School Series which is used in most of the 
schools in the Conference. A Vacation Church School Workshop is 
held on the last Thursday of April to prepare leaders of the schools 
in the Conference. The committee in charge included: Mrs. Irene 
Artz, Miss Mildred Widmyer, Mrs. Nancy Nesbitt, Sister Ernestine 
Wrba and Miss Bertha A. L. Weber as chairman. 
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INSTITUTIONS and AGENCIES 


Lutheran Home at Topton 


Early History: The Lutheran Home at Topton, originally known 
as the Lutheran Orphans’ Home in Berks County, was founded in 
1897. A Berks County Sunday School convention in St. John’s 
Church, Boyertown, Oct. 16, 1894, marks the first step in the es- 
tablishment of what has become a well-known work of merciful 
service to those in need of the church’s care. At that convention 
the question box contained this question: “What could be done on 
behalf of the orphans of our congregations or Sunday Schools being 
deprived of their homes and means of Christian education?” The 
convention resolved to refer this question to the Reading Conf. 
and appointed a committee to present the matter in proper 
form. This committee consisted of the Rev. M. C. Horine, D.D., 
the Rev. J. J. Kuendig, D.D., and H. W. Schick. They reported to 
the Conference April 23, 1895, “We deem it advisable to take 
steps toward providing for the homeless orphans and _ half-orphans 
of our congregations. We would recommend that we commence in 
a small manner and in good faith toward providing for them, and 
feel satisfied that God will provide as needs require; and also that 
a committee be appointed to take up this work.” 

Such a committee was appointed (the Rev. J. J. Kuendig, D.D., 
the Rev. S. L. Harkey, D.D., the Rev. U. P. Heilman, H. W. Shick and 
A. Bendel) to present the matter to the Synod at its next meeting, 
and ‘In case our Synod approves of this step, this committee is to 
look around to see what can and should be done toward establish- 
ing such an institution.” 

June 11, 1895, the committee laid before the Synod: “After 
due consideration, the Reading Conf., for many and weighty 
reasons, feels the necessity of establishing in this strongly Lutheran 
section of our Synod (Berks County and surroundings) a Home for 
orphans, friendless, homeless and neglected children; it, therefore, 
respectfully asks Synod to approve of its intentions to establish such 
a home.” 

The Synod approved: “Resolved, that the Ministertum has 
heard with great gratification the proposal of the Reading Conf. 
to establish an Orphan’s Home within its bounds: Resolved, 
that this movement meets with our hearty approval and that we 
pray that the blessing of God may attend it.” 

Organization: In many respects the founding of a church home 
at Topton was a venture in faith. But there was a real need for a 
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KEY TO THE BUILDINGS 


1—The Ida A. Krum Memorial Cottage (Superintendent’s Residence) Dedi- 
cated January 10, 1950 

2—The Kehl-Charles Memorial Dormitory for Girls. Erected in 1930 

3—The George E. Holton Memorial Cottage for Infants. Erected in 1916 

4—The Administration Building (Main Building, the central portion being 
the original structure. Ground breaking June 29, 1897. Corner stone 
laying September 18, 1897) 

5—The Allentown Conference Cottage for Boys, 1926 

6—The Annie L. Lowry Memorial Infirmary. Erected 1911 (Since 1941 
used as an Old Folks Cottage) 

7—The Henry School and Recreation Building. Dedicated May 17, 1939 

8—The Memorial Cottage for Boys. (Erected 1917 as a school building; 
remodeled and dedicated as a senior boys’ cottage Aug. 12, 1954) 

9—The Lower Farm. (The original property purchased, the Peter Diener 
farm. Bought Oct. 12, 1896. 105 acres of land) 

10—The Upper Farm 


BUILDINGS NOT SHOWN ON PICTURE 
Sewage Treatment Plant, completed in 1952 
The H. H. Gilbert Memorial. (A modern Utility and Service Building in- 
cluding public rest rooms, storage rooms and a maintenance shop, com- 
pleted in 1952) 
Lutheran orphanage in Berks County and the need was met. 

May 5, 1896, a provisional constitution was adopted and a 
Board of Trustees elected, to whom was given the authority to pur- 
chase a farm and establish the Home. 

The Board of Trustees organized May 11, 1896, and elected 
the Rev. U. P. Heilman, pres., H. W. Schick, sec. and E. S. Wertz, 
treas. Oct. 12 of the same year, the Rev. U. P. Heilman was elected 
the superintendent of the Home. He labored earnestly and patiently 
for its establishment, and to his faithful and untiring efforts, the 
success of the early venture in faith is due in a large measure. 

The charter was granted by the Court of Berks County, Dec. 
7, 1896, and the institution was thus legally established under the 
title “The Lutheran Orphans’ Home in Berks County, Pennsylvania.” 

The corporation met as a legal body for the first time, May 
11, 1897, and besides those mentioned the original Board included 
the Rev. F. K. Huntzinger, the Rev. A. M. Weber, William B. 
Bieber, Henry H. Reinert, and Philip S. Zieber, Esq. 

The Site: After much visitation, deliberation and consideration 
of more than a dozen possible locations, the Board of Trustees de- 
cided to purchase the farm of Peter Diener at Topton. Thus the 
institution was located practically in the geographical and numerical 
center of the territory of our Synod. The Diener farm, bought Oct. 
12, 1896, consisted of 105 acres of land. Additional land was pur- 
chased at later dates to assure an unlimited supply of spring water. 
The Home property now includes more than 325 acres. 

The First Home Family: The first superintendent, the Rev. 
Uriah P. Heilman and his family moved into the farm house Mar. 
30, 1897. Here the first orphans, Sallie E. Carl, six years and Clair 
E. Carl, nine years, were received May 17. 
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MRS. WEBSTER K. REINERT, MATRON 


On the 29th of June, in the morning at 6 o’clock, the super- 
intendent with pick and shovel on his back, went to the building 
site of the projected main building and placed himself on the spot 
where his office was to be. Turning toward sunrise, with folded hands 
and uplifted face, he began, “In the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” Then he dug out, in the shape 
of a cross about the size of a man several wheelbarrowsful of ground. 
Then, looking toward the North, and kneeling in the cross-shaped 
opening, he offered a brief prayer, asking God’s benediction upon 
the Home. In this manner the ground for the main building was 
finally broken. 


Drawings and specifications were made by Architect Frederick 
A. Barrows. By Sept. 18, 1897, the foundations were completed and 
the cornerstone was laid by the pres. of the Board, the Rev. F. K. 
Huntzinger. Two years were required for the completion of the 
original part of what is now known as the administration building 
which had a front of 115 feet and depth of 57 and 76 feet with a 
large front porch facing the North. The height to the top of the 
dome, surmounted by a gilded cross, is 105 feet. This building is 
three stories high and the wings, two stories. The kitchen and dining 
room in the rear, added at a later date, are 34 by 59 feet. The cost of 
the farm, buildings, and furnishings totalled about $40,000 of which 
$7000 was for the farm. 
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Administration: The work of the first superintendent, as well 
as that of each succeeding administrator was a strenuous task. Faith- 
fully Supt. Heilman labored in the work until, broken in health, he 
laid down his work at the call of the Master, April 10, 1900, aged 
50 years. A burial plot on the east side of the Home buildings is 
the resting place of his mortal remains. 


Mrs. Heilman had temporary charge until a successor could 
be found, and during her administration showed splendid executive 
ability. After leaving the Home, Mrs. Elavesta Heilman lived for a 
number of years with a daughter and son-in-law in Fullerton. She 
died July 14, 1947, aged 92 years and is buried on the same plot 
of ground where her husband was buried almost a half century before. 

The second superintendent was the Rev. John H. Raker, D.D., 
who began his work Oct. 2, 1900, and served faithfully until April 
25, 1907. During his administration the Home was placed on a 
solid financial footing. He was remarkably successful in raising funds 
for the support of the Home and the wiping out of its indebtedness. 
May 11, 1904, he announced that the home was free of debt. He 
was also instrumental in raising a fund of $5500°for a proposed Old 
Folks’ Home. 

In the summer of 1902 a reservoir was constructed in the grove 
to supply the buildings with running water. The work was a gift 
from Charles Breneiser, Sr., of Reading. 

From Jan. 1, 1908, to Jan. 1, 1909, the Rev. Frederick Holter 
served as superintendent. 


The Rev. J. O. Henry, D.D., pastor of the congregation in 
Topton, served as temporary superintendent between the last two 
administrations, and again until he himself was called to the office. 
He took full charge July 1, 1909. The decision of Pastor Henry to 
accept the call to the superintendency was strongly motivated by 
the appeal of a little child. One bright sunny day in the spring of 
1909 as Pastor Henry passed the Home Play Ground with his horse 
and buggy to make a pastoral call, a little six and a half year old 
girl asked him to go along for a ride. After making the pastoral call 
as he stopped at the Home to let the girl off, she stood on the seat 
of the buggy, put her arms around the Rev. Henry’s neck, hugged 
him and said, “Why don‘t you come here to be our papa?” The little 
girl was from Trinity, Lancaster. That evening the Rev. Henry told 
his wife of his experience with the little girl at the Home and said, 
“T feel the Lord is calling us through this little girl to take charge of 
this work. If you are willing, we will answer the call.” A decision 
was reached by Pastor Henry and his devoted wife, and thus began 
the longest superintendency in the history of the Home. 


For nearly 37 years Pastor and Mrs. Henry gave unstintingly 
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of themselves to the work so close to their hearts until their retire- 
ment at the end of 1945. Both Dr. and Mrs. Henry were unusually 
gifted for this glorious work of merciful service. They saw the Home 
grow under their care from one uncompleted building to a colony 
of buildings with an influence for good to thousands of children. 


For the last four and a half years of Dr. Henry’s administra- 
tion, he was assisted by one of his sons, the Rev. Paul J. Henry, 
S.T.M., who, together with his wife, remained as asst. supt. until 
April 30, 1946. Dr. J. O. Henry was elected Supt. Emeritus upon 
his retirement. He and Mrs. Henry lived in retirement in Allentown 
where Mrs. Henry presently resides. Dr. Henry died May 15, 1955. 


Growth and Expansion: The administration of Dr. J. O. Henry 
was marked by a steady growth and expansion of the work. A two- 
story building, the Annie L. Lowry Memorial Infirmary, was erected 
in 1911. (This building is now used as on Old Folks’ Cottage). In 
the same year two-story wings were added to the main building 
to be used for additional dormitories, school rooms and a chapel. 
The chapel was completely furnished by the Orphans’ Home Society 
of Trinity Church, Reading. The main building for many years not 
only provided housing for the entire children’s family, but also 
included apartments for the superintendent’s family and staff mem- 
bers. In 1912 an addition to the dining room was built with the 
second floor above the dining room furnished as a senior girls’ 
dormitory. 


The Cottage Plan for the housing of children in group care had 
its beginning with the erection and equipment in 1916 of the George 
E. Holton Memorial Cottage for Infants. This building was the gift 
of Mrs. Jessica Holton of Catasauqua, and her children Oliver 
Williams, Kathryn and Jessica Williams in loving memory of Mr. 
Holton. 

In 1917 a two-story school building was erected. This building 
provided in addition to four class rooms, a supply room, a dental 
room, and a large room in the basement for manual training. (This 
building is now used as a senior boys’ cottage and is designated 
“The Memorial Cottage for Boys.’’) 

In 1926 the Allentown Conf. assumed the responsibility 
of erecting the Allentown Conference Cottage for Boys at an approxi- 
mate cost of $35,000. 

The Girls’ Cottage was built in 1930 and in 1944 this building 
was designated as the Kehl-Charles Memorial Dormitory. 


May 17, 1939, the Henry School and Recreation Building was 
dedicated in honor of Dr. and Mrs. J. O. Henry who had completed 
30 years of faithful and self-sacrificing service. It was erected at a 
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cost of $92,000. Included in this building are seven classrooms, a 
library, a large auditorium with stage and basketball floor, and 
a dental room. The basement is provided with a kitchen and a large 
dining room. 

During all these years of expansion, the recreational needs of 
the children were kept in mind. In the early history of the Home 
a small dam was built in the grove about three blocks away from the 
main building. In summer time, it was a favorite place for swimming 
and in winter time for skating. In 1911 a cement bathing pool was 
built in the basement of the main building. The water was heated 
by steam pipes connected to the laundry boiler. The pool was a 
donation from the Wartburg Orphans’ School Band, Mt. Vernon, 
New York, and St. John’s German Church, Reading. A wading 
pond 50 feet in diameter with a fountain in the center was con- 
structed between the Holton Memorial and the Schoolhouse in 1916. 
The smaller children love to wade in this pool. The Reading Conf. 
Luther League presented the children of the Home with a beautiful 
outdoor swimming pool in 1934. 


THE HEILMAN COTTAGE FOR’ OLD*FOLKS 


Name of Home Changed: In 1940 the name of the Home was 
changed from “The Lutheran Orphans’ Home in Berks County, 
Pennsylvania” to “The Lutheran Home at Topton, Pennsylvania’. 
This change was made because the program of services was to 
include not only services to children, but also services to the aging 
—‘‘To provide for the aged of both sexes.” In the same year synodical 
approval was given to enlarge the Board from 12 to 18 members, 
including six representatives from the Min. of Penna. The other 12 
are chosen by the Corporate Body from the Reading Conf. area. 
nine of the Board members are laymen and nine are clerical. 


Nov. 12, 1940, a motion was passed by the Board of Trustees 
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authorizing the use of the Annie Lowry Memorial Infirmary as a 
Home for the Aged. This date marks the official beginning of services 
to the aging. 

Dec. 10, 1940, the name of the Home paper, first published 
in Jan. 1897, was changed from “Orphans’ Home Paper” to ‘The 
Herald of the Lutheran Home at Topton.” The Herald has a list of 
approximately seven thousand subscribers. 

May 13, 1941, Mrs. Fianna Flicker, age 79, of Dryville was 
the first aged person to be admitted to the Home for the Aged. She 
had formerly lived on a farm, now a part of the Home Grounds. 

The Present Administration: Jan. 15, 1946, the Rev. Webster 
K. Reinert, native of Oley, and pastor of Grace Church, Phillips- 
burg, N.J., assumed his duties as the fifth superintendent, with Mrs. 
Reinert serving as matron. Both the Rev. and Mrs. Reinert are 
spiritual children of the Amityville Parish, the same parish which 
was served by the Rev. U. P. Heilman at the time when he was 
called to the superintendency of the Home at its beginning. Pastor 
Reinert was installed April 28, 1946, by the Rev. Emil E. Fisher, 
D.D., then pres. of the Min. of Penna. 


THE CAUM MEMORIAL HOME AT READING, PA. 


From 1946 to the present (1959) the following buildings have 
been erected or purchased for use by the Home: 

Jan. 10, 1950, marks the dedication of the Ida A. Krum Me- 
morial Cottage as a residence for the superintendent’s family. This 
cottage is a fitting memorial to Dr. Charles P. Krum of Lebanon and 
was made possible through the generous bequest of his mother, Mrs. 
Ida A. Krum of Weissport. 

The Heilman Cottage for Old Folks was dedicated Sept. 17, 
1950, providing accommodations for an additional group of 17 
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guests. This building honors the memory of the Rev. Uriah Peter 
Heilman and his wife, the first superintendent and matron. 

The year 1952 marked the completion of a modern sewage 
treatment plant. In the same year a Utility and Service Building was 
erected, later named the H. H. Gilbert Memorial. The building pro- 
vides adequate rest room facilities for groups of visitors, who come 
in large numbers on such occasions as the annual Anniversary Day 
observance in Aug. as well as at other times of the year. 

Aug. 12, 1954, the Memorial Cottage for Boys was dedicated. 
This is the former school building completely remodeled and furn- 
ished for a group of 20 senior boys. 

The most recent accession to the group of buildings is the 
property at 1711 Hampden Blvd., Reading. This completely reno- 
vated mansion, including an electric elevator installation, was dedi- 
cated on April 8, 1956, and was designated the “Caum Memorial 
of The Lutheran Home”. The building was named in memory of the 
late Elizabeth B. Caum of Bethlehem, the Topton Home having been 
named the beneficiary of the residue of the Caum Estate in the 
amount of $145,976.36. The bequest was received in 1947 and 
was held in trust until the opening of the Caum Memorial as a unit 
of the Topton Home under the same administration as the units 
located at Topton. The Caum Memorial provides for the care of 
the infirm aged with 22 hospital beds on the second floor and an 
additional 15 beds for ambulatory residents on the third floor. 

The pressing need for services to the aging is indicated by a 
waiting list of about 100 applicants for the Old Folks’ Homes both 
at Topton and Caum Memorial, Reading. To meet this need plans 
are in hand to enlarge the facilities of the Caum Memorial with the 
addition of another infirmary unit of 12 beds to be known as the 
Unangst Memorial Infirmary. This extension of services to older 
people will be made possible through the generous gift of the late 
Mrs. Helen E. Howell of Easton, and her sister, Miss Mae S. Unangst 
of Nazareth. The unit will be a fitting memorial to their parents, 
Edward J. and Mary A. Unangst. 

The most recent major improvement is the complete renovation 
and refurnishing of the chapel in the main building. The cost was 
slightly more than $35,000. 

The Topton Home children’s family presently numbers 79 
children ranging in age from infancy to adolescence. There are 66 
senior citizens residing in the Old Folks’ Cottages at Topton and 
the Caum Memorial, Reading. In the 62nd year of the history 
of this Berks County Lutheran Church Home, official records indi- 
cate that 1322 children have been enrolled over the years, and since 
the beginning of a program of services to the aging in 1941, the 
number who have known of this ministry of mercy is 139. 
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Lutheran Inner Mission Society 


The Inner Mission Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Reading and Vicinity was organized because pastors needed 
assistance in visiting members of their congregations in hospitals 
and other institutions, where it was impossible for them to receive 
the regular church services. There was also a great need for visiting 
the sick, comforting the sad, befriending the poor and uplifting the 
fallen. 

A preliminary meeting was held Feb. 12, 1922, in St. John’s, 
Reading, the Rev. Philip Kirchner, pastor. George M. Jones, Trinity, 
Reading, was elected temporary chairman and Ralph G. Swavely, 
Grace, Reading, was elected temporary secretary-treasurer. A com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up a constitution and bylaws and 
another committee was appointed to ascertain the number of Lu- 
therans in institutions and hospitals in and near Reading. 

A second meeting was held in St. John’s Feb. 26, 1922, with 
Pastor William H. Myers, Grace, Reading, as chairman. The Society 
was organized with 224 members on the roll. The first business 
meeting was held in St. John’s a few days later and a constitution 
was adopted. At a fourth meeting at the same place, Mar. 21, 1922, 
the following officers were elected: George M. Jones, pres.; H. 
Franklin Brossman, vice-pres.; Ralph G. Swavely, sec.; James A. 
Schofer, treas. 

The Society began to visit Lutheran patients in all hospitals 
through volunteer pastors of Berks County on a rotation basis. It 
was the duty of such a visiting pastor to call upon all Lutheran 
patients, read to them, talk with them and notify their pastors of 
the parishioner’s presence in the hospital. The work was gradually 
extended to the state and county institutions within Berks County. 
Early in 1922, Pastor Rufus E. Kern, St. John’s, Hamburg, was 
asked by the Society to minister to the patients at the Hamburg 
State Tuberculosis Sanatorium. He developed a very successful 
ministry lasting until 1940. It soon became evident that a full-time 
worker, preferably a deaconess, was needed to secure continuity 
of the work. 

Sept. 15, 1924, Sister Edith Baden was sent by the Philadelphia 
Motherhouse of Deaconesses to serve as executive secretary of the 
Society. She took up the visitation formerly done by volunteer 
pastors. Office space was given in Trinity, Reading, and Miss Ruth 
Walker of Trinity’s staff served as office substitute when Sister Edith 
was out visiting. The coming of Sister Edith brought new demands 
for visiting in all hospitals and institutions of the county. People 
began to furnish clothing and furniture to the Society for distribu- 
tion among the needy. Because of the need for more storage space 
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INNER MISSION OFFICE, 113A S. 4TH ST., READING, PA. 


the Society secured rooms at 544 Court St. in Oct., 1926. Miss 
Louise Hamel was employed as a part-time worker and Miss Kath- 
erine Winterhalter as a part-time office helper. 

The first issue of THE INNER MISSION CALL was published 
in Feb. 1927, as the official organ of the Society and has been pub- 
lished on a quarterly basis ever since. 

The year 1927 saw the beginning of an employment depart- 
ment dealing mainly with domestic help which was very active during 
the depression years; this activity has diminished since the State 
Employment office has been opened. In Nov. of 1927, the Lutheran 
Children’s Bureau of the Min. of Penna. opened a regional office in 
the office of the Society and continues to serve as the child-placing 
agency for the Lutherans of Berks County. In June 1927, the 
Society was incorporated as “The Inner Mission Society of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Reading and Vicinity.” 
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The same year an Inner Mission Institute was held to train 
volunteers, who have always played an important part in the history 
of the Society. They have been teaching Bible Classes, preaching, 
presenting entertainments, and preparing materials for distribution 
to patients, shutins, and guests in institutions. Many volunteers have 
served, but a few have had rather long periods of service. In addition 
to Paster Kern, mentioned above, Pastor David U. Druckenmiller, 
Faith, Mt. Penn, served the Neversink Sanatorium from 1927 to 
1932 and the County Sanatorium and Prison in Bern Township 
from 1932 to 1936. Pastor Ernest A. Weber, Advent, West Lawn, 
continued to serve these institutions from 1936 to 1939. In Sept., 
1938, Samuel Berger, Advent, West Lawn, began teaching the 
County Sanatorium Bible Class and continued for more than ten 
years. 


In Jan. 1928, it was necessary to move the offices of the Society 
to 25 S. 5th St., where the work was carried on for 22 years. The 
same year the Reading Conf. Luther League became definitely 
active in the work of the Society by contributing to relief funds, 
presenting entertainments in hospitals and institutions, and preparing 
scrap books for distribution. In recent years the League has also 
made the office of the Society its headquarters. 

First full-time case worker and office assistant was Miss Pauline 
Shulley (1928-1932). She was followed by Miss Hannah Koller 
(1932-1933), Miss Talitha E. Mlodoch, R.N. (1933-1936), Mrs. 
Catherine Moyer (1936-1951), who served under every executive 
of the Society, Mrs. Julia B. Weaver (1951-1957), Miss Melba 
Hess (1958-1959) and Mrs. Charles W. Epting (1958 to present). 

As the work of the Society increased, the need of an ordained 
pastor as part of the staff became increasingly necessary. After 
many years of praying and waiting, the increased support of the 
Lutherans of Berks County made possible the calling of a pastor. 
Pastor Fred J. Fiedler, serving St. Mark’s, Birdsboro, since 1930, 
became the first superintendent and pastor of the Society, Jan. 1, 
1939. Work was expanded in Wernersville State Hospital, County 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium and County Prison. In May 1939, the 
Min. of Penna. approved an appropriation of $1000 a year to the 
Board of Inner Missions for the work of the Society. This continued 
for five years. 

Nov. 1, 1939, Sister Edith Baden left the Society to take up 
parish work in Erie. Sister Edith had performed a marvelous work 
in educating the people of Berks County in the development of 
Inner Missions. She laid a good foundation in the 15 years in which 
she served the Society. In 1934, on the tenth anniversary of Sister 
Edith as executive secretary, a car was presented to the Society 
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for Sister Edith’s use. Sister Clara Knoob, supervisor of the Lank- 
enau Dispensary from 1931-1939, became visitation deaconess until 
Sept. 1940, when her health required a leave of absence. 


In 1941-1942, Sister Wilma Loehrig became temporary dea- 
coness for visitation work. In Aug. 1942, Sister Esther Schenker 
became the regular visitation deaconess, but was called to aid her 
family because of the death of her mother. Sister Clara Knoob 
returned in Jan. 1943, and continued until April 1945. She was 
replaced by Sister Grace Jones who remained until May 1946. Sister 
Esther Schenker returned in Aug. 1946, and remained until July 
1953, when she entered parish work. Since the Philadelphia Mother- 
house could not find a deaconess to replace Sister Esther, the Society 
called Mrs. Agnes Bieber, Faith, Mt. Penn, as full-time hospital 
visitor. She has been serving faithfully to the present. As the work 
grows, Mrs. George Conz has been employed as a part-time assistant 
visitor. 

In Oct. 1940, Pastor Fiedler took over the work at the 
Hamburg Tuberculosis Sanatorium, which Pastor Kern had done 
so well for 18 years. In Dec. 1943, Pastor Elmer F. Wenrich was 
forced to relinquish his volunteer preaching appointment at the 
Wernersville State Hospital, where he had been serving for ten years, 
and Pastor Fiedler began preaching there. Pastor Edward Emmers, 
Redeemer, Reading, volunteered his assistance in visiting at this 
institution. 

Jan. 1, 1945, Pastor Fiedler accepted a call of the Board of 
Foreign Missions to serve as one of its secretaries. As the first full- 
time pastor-superintendent, he had unified the Inner Mission services 
and activities in Berks County. Among those deeply influenced by 
Pastor Fiedler was Sgt. Gerber D. Schafer, an invalid in St. Joseph’s 
Hospital for many years. He has been called “The Cheerful Phi- 
losopher” and annually contributed candy and clothing to the Society 
for the patients in the institutions of the county. After his death in 
1950, his will provided for the continuance of this work through 
the Gerber Schafer Charities, Inc. 


Feb. 1, 1945, Pastor Walter T. Hempel became the superin- 
tendent and pastor of the Society. He was a staff member of the 
Board of Inner Missions of the Ministerium before coming to the 
Society. Because of a housing shortage, it was decided to purchase 
a parsonage. In April 1945, the parsonage at 1321 Delaware Ave., 
Wyomissing, was purchased for $7200 with a mortgage of $4600. 
By active participation of the congregations of the county this mort- 
gage was paid within a few years. Pastor Hempel continued and 
developed the work in all the institutions of the county and developed 
the annual Roll Call so that the Society could continue without the 
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Ministerium appropriation. Oct. 1, 1949, Pastor Hempel resigned to 
become pastor of Atonement, Wyomissing. 

Noy. 1, 1949, Pastor Horace S. Mann became the superin- 
tendent and pastor of the Society. He had served St. Mark’s, Birds- 
boro, and Hope, Reading, since his ordination in 1926. He continued 
the institutional program throughout the county. In June 1950, 
an Inner Mission Retreat for Youth was held at Blue Mountain 


Y.W.C.A. Camp, Hamburg, under the chairmanship of Pastor 
Charles Fisher. 


Because of the change in ownership of the building at 25 
S. Fifth St., it was decided to seek other quarters. In Oct. 1950, 
the building at 113 S. 4th St. was purchased from Muhlenberg 
Brothers for $21,500. The down payment was made possible by 
participation as one of the “Reading Charities” in the Clinton F. 
Earl Estate; a mortgage of $17,500 was assumed to be paid off in 
annual payments within 20 years. 

In Sept. 1952, the superintendent participated in moving the 
patients from the old County Home at Shillington to the new Berks 
Heim in Bern Township, where Pastor Mann was appointed Prot- 
estant Chaplain by the Greater Reading Council of Churches. In 
the fall of 1952, a Seminar for Pastors was held for six weeks at 
Wernersville State Hospital. In the summer of 1956, Pastor Mann 
took a quarter of Clinical Training at Danville State Hospital; in 
the fall of the same year the Society sponsored a Seminar for pastors 
at the Reading Hospital. In 1958 Pastor Mann was appointed 
Protestant Chaplain (half-time) at the Charles H. Miner State 
Hospital, Hamburg. Other pastors appointed to assist in special 
institutions were: Pastor D. U. Druckenmiller (Berks Heim), Pastor 
David C. Burnite (Widow’s Home), and Pastor Theodore W. 
Jentsch (Bechtel and Gehret Homes). In 1958 the Society was 
officially appointed to be responsible for all Protestant services at 
Wernersville State Hospital, allowing for alternate Sundays to be 
served by a representative of the United Church of Christ. 

The work of the Society has been growing; the Reading office 
of the Lutheran Children’s Bureau is now using a suite of rooms 
on the second floor of the Inner Mission Building. 

Backing as well as directing the work of the Society during 
all these years is the Board of Managers consisting of six pastors, nine 
laymen and six laywomen. A total of 166 different persons have 
served as members of the Board during these years. At the end 
of 1958 the officers were: pres., John C. Schell (Trinity, Reading); 
vice-pres., Robert T. McWade (Calvary, Laureldale); sec., Miss 
Ruth E. Kiehl (Grace, Reading); treas., H. Ralph Yeager (Frie- 
den’s, Oley). 
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Lutheran Hospice 


From the beginning of Sister Edith’s ministry as executive sec- 
retary of the Inner Mission Society of Reading and Vicinity, there 
appeared a need for a Hospice for Girls who were away from home 
or whose home environment was not of a Christian nature. At the 
sixth Annual Meeting of the Society in May, 1927, the speaker was 
Pauline Hill, in charge of The Lutheran Hospice for Girls, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. She met with a group of women interested in 
securing a Hospice for Reading. 


The Lutheran Woman’s League, organized June 22, 1927, was 
an outgrowth of a Garden Party conducted by the Lutheran women 
of Reading on the Henry Janssen Estate, Wyomissing, June 18, 1927, 
when $700 was raised and turned over to the Inner Mission Society 
for the Hospice Fund, already established in a small way. While 
fellowship of Lutheran women of all congregations and moral and 
financial support of the Inner Mission Society were part of the pro- 
gram of the League, the principal effort was to be the Hospice. 

The first officers of the League were: pres., Mrs. George 
Strickler; first vice-pres., Mrs. Curtis Krause; second vice-pres., 
Mrs. John E. Livingood; recording sec., Mrs. William B. Ahrens; 
corresponding sec., Miss Sadie Armstrong; historian, Miss Lillian 
Sassaman. 

In June 1927, the Inner Mission Society was incorporated. 
In Nov. of that year the Hospice campaign was organized with 
George M. Jones as chairman. A proposed building at 935 Center 
Ave. was opened for inspection and an option placed on it with a 
down payment of $500 on a purchase price of $46,000. The cam- 
paign was for $50,000, but only $23,000 in cash and pledges was 
raised; of this amount $5000 was in annuity bonds. A cheaper 
property at 1520 Mineral Spring Road was purchased for $11,250; 
remodeling and furnishings consumed another $5000. 


The Lutheran Hospice was dedicated June 30, 1928, and 
Sister Sara Sassaman, a deaconess from the Philadelphia Mother- 
house, was secured as matron. Accommodations were provided for 
16 girls. | 

In 1929 the Society received a legacy of $900 from Mrs. 
Annetta Missimer, Trinity, Reading, and a trust fund of $900 from 
the Estate of James F. Rhoades, Grace, Reading; both of these were 
specified for the Hospice. In 1958 a legacy of $4162.05 was 
received for the Hospice from the Annie Speice Estate, Kenhorst, 
a member of St. James, Reading. 

On the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the Hospice, Sister 
Sara reported that in the first ten years, 100 permanent guests and 
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400 transients had been served. Many fine letters and comments 
indicated that it was a worthwhile project. 

In Nov. 1940, the City of Reading withdrew its appeal on the 
Hospice taxation question and the Hospice became tax-exempt on 
condition that others than Lutherans would be included in those 
served. 

In July 1942, Sister Sara, who had faithfully served the Hospice 
for its first 14 years, was called to serve at the Old Folks Home in 
Erie, Pennsylvania. Sister Bertha Dahm became the new Hospice 
deaconess. 

In Oct. 1942, the property at 1516 Mineral Spring Road was 
purchased for the sum of $8000. This provided more space than 
the old Hospice and was dedicated Jan. 1, 1943. In June 1943, the 
old Hospice was sold for $5300. Sister Eda Ahlberg served from 


LUTHERAN HOSPICE, 1516 MINERAL SPRING ROAD, READING 


Nov. 1942 to Oct. 1943. Miss Anna Hunter became matron in 
Dec. 1943, because the Motherhouse was no longer able to supply 
a deaconess. The year 1944 witnessed a constant struggle to find 
suitable help for the Hospice. In Dec. 1944, the Hospice was closed 
because of the lack of a matron and staff. There was rejoicing, 
however, in that the mortgage was paid off in that year. 

When Pastor Walter T. Hempel became superintendent of 
the Society, one of the first projects was the reopening of the 
Hospice. It was found that a temporary home for elderly women 
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was needed and it was decided to conduct the Hospice for women 
instead of girls. Mrs. Adam Robinhold, St. Mark’s, Birdsboro, be- 
came matron Mar. 1, 1945. Within the first full year of operation as 
the Hospice for Women, a fire escape had been installed and the 
oil burner returned to service. A total of 18 women were served 
during this first year. 

The Lutheran Woman’s League requested the Society to turn 
over to them the complete direction and maintenance of the Hospice. 
The League would collect the board from guests, employ and super- 
vise staff, pay all bills and try to improve the Hospice. An agreement 
was entered into with the Society and on July 1, 1946, the League 
began its operation. 

Mrs. Adam Robinhold was succeeded by Mrs. Conrad Kessler 
and later by Miss Amy Bareithel, a member of the first Board of 
Managers of the Society and former parish worker at Trinity, Read- 
ing, and St. Peter’s, Philadelphia. She was succeeded by Mrs. Harriet 
Larsen, Mrs. Florence Mauger, Mrs. Katie Dotterer, Mrs. Katherine 
Brill, Mrs. Katherine DeHart, and the present matron, Miss Kath- 
erine Ruth. : 

In May 1950, a study of the operation of the Hospice resulted 
in the admission of guests on a permanent basis at a monthly board- 
ing rate and permitted guests to turn over their assets to the Inner 
Mission Society to be used for their maintenance and, if any surplus 
remained at death, it was to be placed in the Endowment. Fund. 
The Lutheran Woman’s League has one representative on the Board 
of Managers of the Inner Mission Society and makes quarterly 
reports to its Board. 

Regular services are held on Sunday afternoons by the Lutheran 
pastors and choirs of Berks County and the Inner Mission pastor 
administers communion four times a year. Entertainments are pre- 
sented by church groups and volunteers act as hostesses each week. 

With accommodations for 14 guests and three staff members, the 
Hospice has served 65 different elderly women guests since its 
reopening in 1945. The Lutheran Woman’s League makes up Hospice 
deficits and makes repairs and improvements to the building and 
equipment at the rate of several thousand dollars each year. There 
has been splendid cooperation between the League and the Society 
in this work. The Lutheran Woman’s League has increased its mem- 
bership to more than 2000 members in a large number of congre- 
gations of Berks County and is planning increased facilities for 
elderly guests as finances permit. 
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Lutheran Pastoral Association of Reading 
and Vicinity 


The Lutheran Pastoral Association of Reading and Vicinity 
was organized Feb. 12, 1920, the intention being to hold a monthly 
meeting for the instruction and edification of the pastors. 

A forerunner of both the Reading and Eastern Berks Pastoral 
Assns. were the “ministerial sessions” held in connection with 
the conventions of Conference in its earliest years. 

For the most part, the talent for the meetings was provided 
by the members. Studies in the original Greek New Testament, book 
reviews, discussions of moot questions provided the “intellectual 
diet”. Among early subjects of discussion were these: “The pro- 
priety of using one cup in administering communion”, ‘““The Behavior 
of Pastors”, “How far should deacons take part in the administra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper?”, “Is it desirable to introduce the more 
frequent use of the Lord’s Supper?”’. Ecumenicity of a sort was dis- 
cussed at one meeting when the subject was “The attitude of the 
Lutheran pastor to the denominations around him.” 

A later meeting gave attention to “The desirability of uni- 
formity in celebrating the Lord’s Supper, and the importance of our 
ministers observing the same.” 

The early meetings were all day affairs, with two sessions. 

The first such ‘Ministerial Session” of the Conference was held 
in St. James (Reading) Chapel, Jan. 15, 1895. The Rev. Dr. M. 
C. Horine, pastor loci, was president of the meeting. Present were: 
The Revs. S. L. Harkey, D.D., Jacob Fry, D.D., F. A. Muhlenberg, 
D.D., LL.D., B. E. Kramlich, A. Finfrock, J. W Early, M. C. Horine, 
DD WO: Cornman, J. J. Cressman, Z. H. Gable, D. D. Trexler, 
F. K. Huntzinger, A. J. Long, B. S. Smoll, E. S. Brownmiller, W. H. 
Myers, U. P. Heilman, A. M. Weber, H. W. Warmkessel, W. W. 
Kramlich. 

Succeeding presidents listed in incomplete records included the 
Revs. Dr. S. L. Harkey, Dr. E. T. Horn, F. K. Bernd, A. M. Weber, 
Gal eKistler. 

Just when the ‘Ministerial Sessions” held in connection with 
Conference conventions were abandoned is not known. The out- 
growth was the formation of two “Pastoral Associations”. The 
Eastern Berks, organized in 1902, antedated the Reading by 18 
years. 

As for the Reading Assn., meetings, on a monthly basis, 
were held regularly in Trinity Church, Reading. For many years, 
the program consisted of devotions, book review and topic, busi- 
ness, and items of interest. Starting in the fall of 1954, meetings 
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were held in different churches each month. In the fall of 1956, 
Atonement, Wyomissing, became the regular place of meeting. 
Also in the later years, a policy of inviting speakers from the 
outside, rather than depending on the members of the association, 
was carried out. This policy has been responsible for bringing to the 
meetings many outstanding men, not only leaders in the church, but 
laymen who discussed topics of interest to pastors. Printed folders, 
listing the program for a year, have been a feature for many years. 
Research has brought to light the following listing of officers, 
since its inception in 1920: 


Year 
1920 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941-42 
1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 


President 
Gharless Geesnyder 
William O. Laub 
William H. Myers 
Harvey S. Kidd 
William C. Dunlap 
Charles G. Beck 
Henry # Khem Lantz 
William A. Fluck 
M. Leroy Wuchter 
Harry P. Miller 
Hermann F. Miller 
David F. Longacre 
Marvin H. Stettler 
Robert H. Ischinger 
Ernest A. Weber 
Elmer R. Deibert 
Victor A. Kroninger 
Markie Kee) rexier 
Horace S. Mann 
Luke S. Sweitzer 
Paul J. Dundore 
Fred J. Fiedler 
Eldred K. Stauffer 
Luther N. Schaeffer 
Arthur H. Naugle 
David U. Druckenmiller 
ester eee citer 
Frank E. Radcliffe 
Marlin M. Enders 
Charles E. Fisher 
Clarence R. Schaffer 
Carlton L. Heckman 
Maynard C. Hallock 
Samuel K. Kistler 
Gunnar Knudsen 
Phares O. Reitz 
Alton F. Hoffman 
Luther Lee Lengel 
David C. Burnite 
David C. Burnite 
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Secretary 
John L. Deaton 
Willis F. Deibert 
M. S. Miller 
Raymond J. Heckman 
Corson C. Snyder 


David F. Longacre 
David F. Longacre 
David F. Longacre 
David~F. Longacre 
David F. Longacre 


David F. Longacre 
Ernest A. Weber 
John S. Sowa 

Harry E. Herman 
Harry E. Herman 
Victor A. Kroninger 
Mark K. Trexler 
Horace S. Mann 
Luke S. Sweitzer 
Paul J. Dundore 
Eldred K. Stauffer 
Eldred K. Stauffer 
Luther N. Schaeffer 
Arthur H. Naugle 
Frank E. Radcliffe 
Lester E.. Fetter 
Calvin E. Humbert 
Marlin M. Enders 
Charles E. Fisher 
Clarence R. Schaffer 
Carlton L. Heckman 
Maynard C. Hallock 
Samuel K. Kistler 
Gunnar Knudsen 
Phares O. Reitz 
Alton F. Hoffman 
Luther Lee Lengel 
David C. Burnite 
Clyde*i-Fry 

Clyde I. Fry 


Berks Lutheran Pastoral Association 


Four Lutheran ministers, F. K. Bernd, John H. Raker, E. P. 
Pfatteicher, and A. C. Schenck met at the home of Pastor Schenck 
in Topton, Jan. 27, 1902, to form a pastoral association among the 
Lutheran ministers of Eastern and Northern Berks Co. Pastor 
Bernd was chosen pres. and Pastor Schenck, sec. An offering of 
20 cents was received. 

The second meeting was at the Lutheran Home at Topton, Mar. 
3, 1902. Present were the original four and three new members: 
Pastors J. J. Cressman, D. G. Gerberich and D. K. Humbert. A 
constitution and bylaws were adopted. 

The third meeting was at the home of Pastor Bernd at Kutztown, 
April 21, 1902. Pastor H. C. Kline of Hamburg was accepted into 
membership. It was decided that in addition to a program of papers 
and sermons, each member should give a review of a recently read 
book. 

The fourth meeting was at the home of Pastor Humbert in 
Bowers, June 9, 1902. Topics of papers and sermons were assigned, 
so that the program came from the members themselves. 

The home of Pastor Harry C. Kline, Hamburg, was the scene 
of the fifth meeting, July 14, 1902. Pastor D. G. Gerberich read a 
paper, “Shall the Female Members of the Church be Allowed to 
Vote?” Pastor Cressman read a paper on “The Individual Communion 
Cup”, presenting arguments for its use yet concluding it was inad- 
visable to introduce it. Pastor O. S. Scheirer of the Grimville Parish 
was received into membership. 

Pastor Scheirer was host for the sixth meeting, Sept. 1, 1902, 
in his home. Pastor H. C. Kline read a paper, ““Was Judas Present at 
the Last Supper?” The first chapter of Colossians was read in the 
Greek language. 

Seventh meeting was at the home of Pastor E. P. Pfatteicher in 
Kutztown, Sept. 29, 1902, and the eighth meeting at the Orphans’ 
Home at Topton, Nov. 17, 1902. Only informal talk made up the 
program. The ninth meeting was at the home of Pastor J. J. Cressman 
in Kutztown, Dec. 8, 1902, with a new member, the Rev. J. O. 
Henry present. Thus the first year of meetings closed. They set the 
general pattern for programs—papers, sermon outlines, and book 
reviews. The pattern remains practically unchanged to the present. 

Quote from the notes: “The bodily food, and a high point of the 
meetings, was the dinner prepared by the pastor’s good wife, to whose 
call they always promptly and heartily responded and whose culinary 
accomplishments were enjoyed to the full.” 

In 1903 meetings were continued at the homes of the pastors. 
The Rev. Dr. C. C. Boyer of Kutztown, and the Revs. D. D. Trexler 
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of Bernville and R. B. Lynch of Kutztown became members during 
the year. The association continued to read Colossians in Greek and 
found it “interesting, instructive and profitable”. 


During 1904 Pastors G. S. Seaman of Leesport, H. L. Straub 
of Bernville, and William F. Bond of Shamrock became members. 
At the Feb. meeting in the home of Pastor J. O. Henry in Topton, 
Pastor F. K. Bernd received special mention because he had walked 
the more than five miles from Kutztown to Topton to attend. Officers 
elected were: pres., the Rev. J: J.,Cressman; sec., thesitey animes 
Henry. Because of irregularity in opening and closings of meetings, it 
was decided to begin at 10:00 a.m. and close at 3:00 p.m. 


In 1905 the study of Colossians in Greek was completed and 
that of St. Luke was begun. Officers were: pres., the Rev. D. G. Ger- 
berich; sec., the Rev. J.-H. Raker. At the end, ofsthemyearesne 
assigning of topics was abandoned. Henceforth, the men prepared 
papers on subjects of their own choice. 


In 1906 officers were: pres:, the Rev. R- By Lynchsssec=sine 
Rev. W. F. Bond. Pastor W. W. Kramlich was accepted into mem- 
bership. The reading of St. Luke in Greek continued. Of this reading, 
the secretary at one point wrote: “A goodly number of seed kernels 
for sermonic sowing were gathered from this reading of the Scriptures 
in the original language.” 

During 1907 officers were: pres., Pastor G. S. Seaman; sec.- 
treas., Pastor D. G. Gerberich. At the April meeting in Hamburg, 
unusual entertainment was a feature. The host, Pastor H. C. Kline, 
sang two solos after dinner, “The Holy City” and “Aftermath”. 


1908 officers elected in’ Feb: were: pres.) Pastomsres 
Kline; sec., Pastor J. J. Cressman. The Rev. Frederick Holter of the 
Orphans’ Home, Topton, was a new member received. 


At the Jan. 1909 meeting individual communion cups were 
again discussed and rejected more forcibly than before. It was con- 
cluded that they were ‘an innovation unjustified either from the 
scientific or scriptural point of view. A statement of the late, great 
Dr. DeCosta was cited that fermented wine contains enough wine 
to render all possible disease germs harmless. Therefore one cup 
can be used in peaceful confidence to the end of time. A scientific 
examination of one cup after its use at a large communion in a 
country congregation showed that not a single disease germ was 
discovered. Nevertheless, with all due regard to the germ theory, 
the one cup should be used with every precaution of cleanliness.” 
Officers for 1909 were: pres., Pastor J. O. Henry; sec., Pastor O. S. 
Scheirer. Mention was made at this time of the Wyomissing mission 
project for which $366 was on hand to purchase the proposed lot. 
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Pastor William H. Kline, of the Topton Parish was welcomed into 
the association. 

In 1910 a pastor from the western end of the county, the Rev. 
William S. Dry of Stouchsburg became a member. Officers were: 
pres., the Rev. W. F. Bond; sec., the Rev. W. H. Kline. 

In 1911, the 1910 officers were re-elected. New members in this 
year were: Pastors G. D. Druckenmiller of Hamburg and C. G. 
Heffner of Mohnton. 

In 1912 officers were: pres., Pastor J. O. Henry; sec.-treas., 
Pastor W. S. Dry. The outstanding book review of the year was one 
on “Phrenology” given by Pastor Bond. At the June meeting, at the 
home of Pastor Bernd in Kutztown, the feasibility of merging with a 
similar organization of the Reading pastors was discussed. Decision 
was negative. 

Officers in 1913 were: pres., Pastor R. B. Lynch; sec.-treas., 
Pastor C. G. Heffner. Low point of attendance was the June meeting 
in Stouchsburg when only Pastor W. F. Bond and the host, Pastor 
Dry showed up. High point of attendance was the Nov. meet- 
ing at the home of Pastor Druckenmiller in Hamburg, when all mem- 
bers were present. Two important topics of the year were the will 
of Enos Artman, establishing the Artman Home for Lutherans and 
the $500,000 price for Muhlenberg College and the Seminary. At 
the Dec. meeting, Pastor Lynch invited the group to his wedding 
Dec. 11 at 6:00 p.m. in Trinity Church, Kutztown. The association 
gave as a wedding gift, a five dollar gold piece. 

In 1914 the 1913 officers served. The Mar. meeting scheduled 
at the home of Pastor Bond in Shamrock was snowed out. The 
blizzard was so severe that no trains ran. Pastor Harvey S. Kidd 
became a member in this year. 

By Jan. 1915, Pastor J. W. Bittner of Kutztown had become a 
member because he read a paper on “Christ and the Social Order”. 
Officers were: pres., Pastor W. S. Dry; sec.-treas., Pastor G. D. 
Druckenmiller. A warm topic of discussion in this year was whether 
the Synod should have a salaried president. New member during the 
year was Pastor J. O. Schlenker of the Grimville Parish. 

1916 officers were: pres., Pastor G. D. Druckenmiller; sec.-treas., 
Pastor J. O. Schlenker. Annual outing was held at Mineral Spring 
Park, Reading, with dinner at the hotel. At the Dec. meeting, 
two committees were named: (1) to plan a mass meeting in Kutz- 
town Park to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Reformation, (2) 
to plan a circulating library. 

1917 officers were: pres., Pastor J. O. Schlenker; sec.-treas., Pas- 
tor J. W. Bittner. A circulating library of ten books was started. The 
summer outing was held at Valley Forge with families and picnic 
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luncheon. The quadricentennial celebration was held in Kutztown 
Park, July 8, 1917. With ideal weather and 5000 people in attend- 
ance, the affair was a great success. 


In 1918, 1917 officers served. Annual outing was held at 
Greenawalts, July 1, with the families as guests. A ham and egg dinner 
was enjoyed. Because of the success of the quadricentennial cele- 
bration in 1917, a reunion of the congregations represented in the 
Pastoral Assn. was held in Kutztown Park, Aug. 9. 


In 1919 election of officers was changed from Feb. to May. 
Chosen were: pres., Pastor W. S. Dry; sec.-treas., Pastor L. R. Miller. 
The reunion of congregations of the association became an annual 
affair in Kutztown Park. 


1920 officers were: pres., Pastor J. W. Bittner; sec.-treas., Pastor 
W. F. Bond. The annual outing was held at Guthsville. The annual 
reunion of congregations in Kutztown Park was rained out. 


For 1921, the 1920 officers were re-elected. The Feb. meeting 
was held in Pastor Bittner’s newly built home in Kutztown. On the 
very evening of the May meeting, Pastor F. K. Bernd died suddenly 
in his home. The annual outing was in the grove adjoining Christ 
Church, Stouchsburg. 

1922 officers were: pres., Pastor Bond; sec.-treas., Pastor 
Bittner. The year’s outing was held at New Tripoli. 

At the May meeting in 1923 in the new parsonage of Pastor 
Heffner at Mohnton, Pastor Heffner was elected pres. and Pastor 
J. O. Schlenker, sec.-treas. Pastor R. E. Kern was a new member in 
this year. The summer outing was at Pleasant Corner. 

For 1924 the pres. was Pastor Heffner and the sec.-treas., Pastor 
Kern. The outing was at the Schencksville Hotel. 

1925 officers were: pres., Pastor W. S. Dry; sec.-treas., Pastor 
R. E. Kern. The outing was held at the Shartlesville Hotel. 

Pastor J. W. Bittner was pres. in 1926 and Pastor W. F. Bond, 
sec.-treas. On April 23, Pastor J. O. Schlenker died suddenly. The 
annual outing was at the Fleetwood Country Club, near Bowers. New 
members in 1926 were the Rev. Karl L. Reisner of Temple and the 
Rev. Lewis Foltz of Lyon Station. 

Elections in Sept. 1927 put Pastor J. O. Henry in as pres. and 
Pastor Lewis Foltz as sec.-treas. Pastor I. W. Klick of the Grimville 
Parish was a new member in this year. 

Pastor W. A. Dries, of the Strausstown Parish was a new mem- 
ber in 1928. A joint meeting with the Reading Pastoral Assn. was 
held in May. In this year, Mrs. R. B. Lynch died. Elections in Sept. 
put Pastor W. H. Kline in as pres. and Pastor Lewis Foltz as sec.-treas. 

The outing in 1929 was held at Indian Echo Cave, near Hum- 
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melstown. At the Oct. meeting, Pastor I. W. Klick was elected pres. 
and Pastor W. A. Dries, sec.-treas. 


Jan. 1930 meeting was at the home of Pastor and Mrs. Karl 
L. Reisner in Temple. A daughter of the host and hostess, Helen 
Elizabeth, was baptized by the pres., Pastor I. W. Klick and Pastor 
W. H. Kline, pres. of Reading Conf. The outing was held at the 
Washington Hotel in Hamburg. From there, the group went to the 
Blue Rocks. Officers were re-elected for the coming year. 


In 1931 a second attempt was made to establish a circulating 
library. The outing was at Miller’s Hotel in New Tripoli. At the Oct. 
meeting, Pastor Reisner was chosen pres. and Pastor Dries, sec.-treas. 

Pastor R. C. Miller, of Lyon Station, was a new member in 
1932. The outing was at George Peter’s place in Fogelsville. Officers 
were re-elected. 

In 1933 Pastors Charles F. Brobst of Trinity, Kutztown, and 
J. W. Koch of the Hill-Lobach’s Parish were new members. The 
establishment of a Leadership School in Kutztown was discussed, 
but did not come about until five years later. In the fall of 1933, 
Pastor R. C. Miller was elected pres. and Pastor J. W. Koch, sec.- 
treas. The 450th anniversary of Luther’s birth was observed with a 
service in St. John’s, Kutztown, on Nov. 10, with the Rev. Dr. S. W. 
Herman of Harrisburg as speaker. 


No outing was held in 1934 because of a lack of interest. Old 
officers were re-elected. Pastor Kline was congratulated upon the 
completion of 25 years of service in the Topton Parish. 


Officers of 1935 were Pastor C. F. Brobst, pres. and Pastor J. W. 
Bittner, sec.-treas. Nov. meeting was held at Muhlenberg College 
Chapel with the Hon. Carl J. Hambro as speaker. 


In 1936 the association attended a meeting of the Lehigh 
Valley Pastoral Assn. and heard an address by the Rev. Dr. Paul 
Scherer of New York City. The outing was held at Stouchsburg with 
the Reading Pastoral Assn. Incumbent officers were re-elected. 


In 1937 Pastor C. L. Heckman of Trinity, Kutztown, became 
a member. Pastors Dry and Koch were the officers of the year. 


The first Leadership Training School was set up in Trinity, 
Kutztown, in 1938 for ten sessions. There were 175 registrations. At 
the June meeting, cognizance was taken of the 25th anniversary of 
the ordination of Pastor Reisner; the 30th of the ordination of 
Pastors Kline, Heffner and Dries; the 50th of the ordination of 
Pastor Lynch and the 50th of the graduation from Muhlenberg 
College of Pastor Bond. Pastor Robert Laubach of the Lenhartsville 
Parish was a new member. In Nov. 1938, Pastor C. L. Heckman was 
named pres. and Pastor Robert Laubach, sec.-treas. 
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In 1939 the outing was held at Grim’s Mill. Officers were re- 
elected: 


In 1940 the outing was again held at Grim’s Mill. Pastor John 
Reiner of the Lenhartsville Parish was a new member. Elections in 
Nov. put Pastor Dries in as pres. and Pastor Reiner as sec.-treas. 
Pastor Lynch received congratulations on his 80th birthday. 


Pastor Paul J. Henry of the Lutheran Home, Topton, was a new 
member in 1941. Another circulating library was inaugurated. Results 
of elections in Dec. were: pres., Pastor Kern; sec.-treas., Pastor 
Reiner. 


In 1942 Pastor Dry died, after membership of over 30 years in 
the Assn. 


In 1943 Pastor L. F. Schlenker of the Maxatawny Parish be- 
came a member. Fall elections made Pastor Kern pres. and Pastor 
Schlenker, sec.-treas. 


In 1944 the serious illness of Pastor Bond was reported. 


Officers in 1944 were: pres., Rufus E. Kern, sec.-treas., Luther 
F. Schlenker. A new member, Samuel K. Kistler, was added this 
year. It should be noted that the trend was toward restaurants or local 
hotels as the place to eat. This condition was created by the size of 
the association. Book reports, sermon outlines and other presenta- 
tions by the members of the group were the order for meetings. Out- 
side speakers were rare. This year saw an attempt at a Leadership 
Training School. 


In 1945 the benevolent program of union churches was discuss- 
ed together with such topics as sectarian literature and the doom of 
Vesper Service. Wilson H. Hartzell was a new member this year. In 
Sept. Luther F. Schlenker was elected pres. and Wilson H. Hartzell, 
sec.-treas. A history of the Pastoral Assn. was read by Pastor 
Schlenker and volumes one, two and three of the minutes were placed 
in the archives of the Synod. This year saw a committee appointed 
to study programs for association meetings. 


Harold W. Sell and J. Russell Fink, D.D., were received as new 
members in 1946. The program committee proposed speakers from 
the church at large. This practice was adopted. A presentation on 
Hexere (a study of Penna. Dutch superstitions) was presented by 
Luther N. Schaeffer of Stouchsburg. Other presentations included 
the Lutheran Inner Mission Society of Reading, the Diaconate, and 
scouting in the Conference. 

In 1947 it was resolved “That a survey be made by the officials 
of Synod together with a committee from the conference, to project 
a master plan for the realignment of the rural parishes of the Reading 
Conference.” The following are some of the principles discussed: 
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service each Sunday, two congregations as an ideal, and separation of 
union churches. 

A testimonial dinner for retired men was held with the Reading 
Pastoral Assn. in Kutztown. Honored guests were Pastors: Marvin 
H. Stettler, Wirt A. Dries and Ira W. Klick. 

In the fall of the year Wilson H. Hartzell and Harold W. Sell 
were elected pres. and sec.-treas. respectively. Donald Heist and 
Addison Planz became members. 

Walter Hempel, J. Robert Mayer and Fred S. Blank became 
members in 1948. During the year the association changed its name 
from “The Lutheran Pastoral Association of Eastern Berks” to 
“Berks Lutheran Pastoral Association”. Speakers of the year in- 
cluded: Charles D. Trexler, student pastor at Muhlenberg, Dr. 
William R. Seaman on new hymnal and service changes, Dr. Paul 
C. Empie on the resettlement program of the National Lutheran 
Council and Ernest Flothmeier, missionary to Liberia. It was sug- 
gested that instructive tracts and pamphlets on occasional services 
be printed. Harold W. Sell was elected pres. and J. Robert Mayer, 
sec.-treas. in the fall of the year. 

An annual $1.00 a year dues was established in 1949. Craig J. 
Dorward, Daniel F. Newhart, Alton F. Hoffman and Victor A. 
Kroninger were received into membership. The outstanding speaker 
was Pastor E. Prakasam, pres. of the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of India. New officers were: J. Robert Mayer, pres. and Fred 
S. Blank, sec.-treas. 

In 1950 Charles H. Ruloff and Phares O. Reitz became mem- 
bers. This year heard a request for training in Lutheran doctrine for 
laymen and women by Dr. John Doberstein, who spoke on behalf of 
CHEY. Since the group was expanding and the cost becoming pro- 
hibitive a motion was made and approved to pay the host $1.00 
toward the meal, which previously was at the total expense of the 
host. The host was requested to include a meditation with prayer and 
scripture in his devotions. Fred S. Blank and Daniel F. Newhart 
were elected pres. and sec.-treas. respectively in this year. 

Ernest A. F. Kallenbach and Paul J. Dundore became members 
in 1951. This year saw the motion to pay the host $1.00 toward the 
meal rescinded. Papers on the sects—Mormonism, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Christian Science, Quakerism, etc.—were presented by 
members of the association. A letter was sent opposing the appoint- 
ment of an ambassador to the Vatican. A motion was made and 
adopted to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the association with a 
special dinner, wives to be invited. In this year Daniel F. Newhart 
was elected pres. and Craig J. Doward, sec.-treas. 

In 1952 the 50th anniversary of the association was celebrated 


345 


by members and their wives in the Keystone Hotel, Kutztown. Luther 
F. Schlenker was the speaker, his subject being the history of the 
association. The officers were elected to a second year. 

The speakers in 1953 included Pastor Wilbur Wickhind, mis- 
sionary from India, William Dixon of Muhlenberg College and organ- 
ist, Emerson Harding of St. Paul’s Church, Allentown. Byron J. 
Somers, Edward C. Treichel and John L. Long were the new mem- 
bers. Officers were: pres., Craig J. Dorward and sec.-treas., Alfred J. 
Erb. In this year there was a discussion of the “aliveness” of this 
group as compared to the “deadness” of the Reading Pastoral. A 
reading club was organized whereby pastors would circulate the 
books in their libraries. The dues were increased to $2.00. 

In 1954 Clarence D. Reeser, Luther L. Lengel and Julius Sath- 
mary became members. An outstanding speaker of the year was Dr. 
Hagen Staack, speaking on “State Church and Free Church’. A 
possible union with the Reading Pastoral was discussed and rejected. 
Officers elected were: Alfred J. Erb, pres. and Glenn C. Reichley, 
sec.-treas. 

Highlights of 1955 included speakers Samuel E. Kidd, steward- 
ship secretary of Synod and Richard Miller, organist. The association 
made a tour of the Lehigh Valley Dairy Plant in Allentown. A 
statement concerning the referendum on legalized gambling was 
requested from Dr. Charles M. Cooper, pres. of Synod. No statement 
was made. Early in the year, Pastor Dundore was appointed to replace 
Pastor Reichley as sec.-treas. since Reichley had accepted a call to 
a new field. Later Pastor Dundore was elected pres. and Byron J. 
Somers, sec.-treas. 

In 1956 Nevin E. Gearhart, Henry W. Harms, Irwin J. Heck- 
man and Richard C. Wolf were received as new members. In this 
year the afternoon sessions were generally disbanded. Officers elected 
were Byron J. Somers, pres. and John L. Long, sec.-treas. 

The anniversary celebration in 1952 prompted a yearly dinner 
meeting for wives. In 1957 the speaker for the occasion was a Hun- 
garian refugee, Miss Anna Egyad. Other topics for the year included 
The Board of Inner Missions and Alcoholics Anonymous. Officers 
elected were: John L. Long, pres. and Richard C. Wolf., sec.-treas. 
New members were George Shiery, Paul S. Fisher and Harold W. 
Engle. 


The annual dinner meeting in 1958 heard Miss Esther Willits 
speaking on her experiences as an exchange teacher in Denmark. 
Among the topics of the year was “The Service Book and Hymnal”, 
presented by Dr. William R. Seaman. New members were Francis J. 
Heine, Paul J. Henry, Louis Ewald, Clarence C. Moore, Alton F. 
Wedde and Malcolm W. Albright. Officers elected were: Richard C. 
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Wolf, pres. and Charles T. Herman, sec.-treas. Discussion in the 
association reveals that there is a “burning desire” to continue as an 
association even after districts have been organized. 

And so, from a few active men in 1902 we have brought you 
to an active group of 30 men. The informality of this association 
accounts for its popularity. The host is always responsible for the 
place of meeting and the meal. 

The nature of the meeting has changed from one confined strictly 
to the works of scholarship within the association to a present pro- 
gram which is mostly from outside. It has changed from an all day 
meeting to half the day and presently ends with a meal either in a 
church house, hotel or restaurant. 

Following is a list of present members: The Revs. Jacob W. 
Bittner, Carlton L. Heckman, Rufus E. Kern, Webster K. Reinert, 
Karl L. Reisner, Alfred H. Erb, Fred S. Blank, Daniel F. Newhart, 
Victor A. Kroninger, Paul J. Dundore, Nevin E. Gearhart, John L. 
Long, Charles T. Herman, Julius Sathmary, Luther L. Lengel, Irwin 
E. Heckman, Richard C. Wolf, Henry W. Harms, Lawrence R. 
Tropp, Theodore W. Jentsch, Paul S. Fisher, Louis Ewald, Paul J. 
Henry, Francis J. Heine, Clarence C. Moore, Harold W. Engle, 
Lester E. Fetter, George H. Shiery, Alton H. Wedde, Malcolm W. 
Albright. 
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